The Epistle to Titus

Chapter One

Pau/loj dou/loj qeou/( avpo,stoloj de. VIhsou/ Cristou/ kata. pi,stin evklektw/n qeou/ kai. evpi,gnwsin avlhqei,aj th/j katV euvse,beian
1:1 Paul, a bond-servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the faith of those chosen of God and the knowledge of the truth which is according to godliness, (N M S prop n Pau/loj “Paul” + N M S dou/loj – doulos “a slave” + G M S qeo,j “of God” + weak adv de. “but also” + N M S avpo,stoloj – “an Apostle” + G M S x 2 VIhsou/j Cristo,j “of Jesus Christ” + prep w/ Ac F S kata. pi,stij “according to/for the purpose of the faith” + G M P evklekto,j “of the elect” + G M S qeo,j “of God”
+ c.c. kai. “and” + Ac F S evpi,gnwsij – epignōsis “the true/higher knowledge” + G F S avlh,qeia “of truth” + G F S d.a. (rel pro) h` “the one which is” + prep w/ Ac F S kata, euvse,beia – eusebeia “according to godliness” {Lit = “Good worship”})

evpV evlpi,di zwh/j aivwni,ou( h]n evphggei,lato o` avyeudh.j qeo.j pro. cro,nwn aivwni,wn(
1:2 in the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago, (prep w/ L F S evpi, evlpi,j – elpis “upon the basis of hope; in hope/confident expectation” + G F S n & adj zwh,  aivw,nioj – dzōē aiōnios  “of eternal life” + Ac F S rel pro o[j “which” + N M S adj & n  w/d.a. o` avyeudh.j qeo.j – apseudēs theos “the nonlying God” + A D I 3s evpagge,llomai – epangellomai “promised” + prep w/ Ab M P pro. cro,noj aivw,nioj – chronos aiōnios “away from/ages eternal; from long ages ago”)

1) Paul’s greeting follows the same pattern as standard salutations of the day, “X to Y; Greetings”, or first identifying the writer, then the addressee, then giving a greeting or well-wishes.  cp Ezr 7:12

a) this means it was a customary and ‘ordinary’ letter, not distinct from any other letter, and therefore should be read as if it were in fact any other letter – i.e. begin-ning to end, staying in context, and taking the simplest meaning as the actual one

b) this is mentioned only to refute the religious nonsense that the Bible was written in “Holy Ghost Greek”, is to be sermonized (according to the whim of the Pastor and out of context), and is open to as many interpretations as there are interpreters

2) The first four verses are one sentence in the Greek, forming the prologue to the letter; the letter was written to Titus (and probably delivered by Zenas and Apollos), but Paul recognized it would be copied and circulated among the churches on Crete.

3) He identifies himself as usual, by his Roman cognomen, which was the third in a full Roman name, following the praenomen, or personal name, and nomen, or family name – e.g. Gaius Julius Caesar.

4) The name Paulus means “small”, or “little”, and quickly became Saul’s favorite way of referring to himself (cp Ac 13:9; Gal 5:2):

a) his call as Apostle to the Gentiles made a Gentile name more appropriate than his Jewish name (which he used before the first missionary journey)

b) this name expressed how he viewed himself in terms of God’s Plan, the grace that had been extended to him, and his own insignificance – Eph 3:8; 1Tim 1:12-15

5) He identifies himself as a slave of God, using doulos to denote one who is born into slavery, but had been purchased and was now in full obedience to another Master.

6) He had been born into bondage to the Sin Nature, spiritually dead, and a slave in the kingdom of Darkness (Gal 4:3; Eph 2:1;Col 1:13); God redeemed Paul by purchasing his freedom at the expense of His own Son, in the same way as we were purchased out from slavery into life, by His spiritual death.  Eph 1:7; Col 1:14; 1Pet 1:18-19

7) At the point we accepted Christ, we became the property of God, to do with as He pleases, and in order to do as He pleases; this is a paradoxical situation in which our slavery actually produces freedom.  Rom 6:17-18; 8:15; Gal 5:1

8) Paul recognized, as do all positive believers, that it was in his own best interest to surrender his will to the Will of God, and to lose his life in this world in order to serve the true Master and inherit “that which is life indeed” (1Tim 6:19).  cp Mt 10:39

9) As God’s slave, Paul had a particular assignment in time, determined by his Master, who is responsible for providing all the logistical support necessary for the slave to carry out his tasks; the use of the adversative de points to the contrast in authority – he was a slave, but had more authority within the Plan than any other slave.

10) Thus, identifying himself as an apostle of Jesus Christ indicates he functioned with the authority and approval of Jesus Christ Himself; apostolos means one who has been sent out and has the same authority as the one who commissioned him (although not greater – cp Jn 13:16).

11) While Paul certainly did not have to impress his office on Titus, who was oriented to his Apostolic authority, this statement was for the benefit of others that would read the letter, who may not have understood the basis for Paul’s authority.

12) These readers needed to understand that, as an Apostle, Paul had the authority from the Lord to carry out his assignment among the Gentiles, including his mission and responsibility for the churches on Crete.

13) The next phrase, for the faith of those chosen, expresses the aim or object of Paul’s Apostleship; the preposition kata indicates God’s designated purpose for placing Paul in this office was to provide for positive volition, God’s elect on a Ph1 and Ph2 level.  cp Jn 2:16

14) As Paul fulfilled his ministry by evangelizing those in his canon, those who were positive would come to the point of saving faith, which is the faith in view in vs 1; while a great measure of faith is needed, and supplied through Paul’s operation as an Apostle, for success in the Christian Way of Life (CWL), comparing 2Tim 2:10 shows Ph1 faith is here specifically in view.

15) God chose, or elected, certain members of the human race to become recipients of the grace blessings associated with salvation before the world began; however, this elec-tion was not arbitrary (not governed by any fixed rules), it was based on the simple reality of his Omniscience (OmSc), specifically, His foreknowledge.  1Pet 1:1-2

16) Regarding foreknowledge, election, and predestination:

a) these concepts have caused a great deal of (unnecessary) confusion among theologians and believers for centuries, but a detailed study of these concepts effectively eliminates the difficulties

b) some have used the concepts, individually and collectively, to promote the false doctrine, currently known as Calvinism, stating that God has predestined some people to become believers, while others are predestined to go to Hell, leaving none of them any choice in the matter

c) other Doctrines, (unlimited atonement – 1Tim 2:6; 1Jn 2:2; the impartiality of God – Rom 2:11; Col 3:25), must be understood to avoid these errors

d) an individual understanding of each of these concepts is necessary before they can be properly related to one another, as well

e) regarding foreknowledge:

(1) foreknowledge is one function of the Divine attribute of Omniscience (OmSc) – Isa 46:9-10

(2) God now knows, and has always known, all things – the actual as well as the possible; He does not acquire information – Mt 10:29, 11:21-24

(3) foreknowledge is not causative, since it is a function of OmSc and not Sovereignty; His foreknowledge makes nothing certain, it only anticipates that which will be

(4) with all the knowledge of the universe at His disposal, it is easily conceivable that God could form a perfect plan, a plan which had no possibility of failure – Isa 25:1 “O LORD, You are my God; I will exalt You, I will give thanks to Your name; For You have worked wonders, Plans formed long ago, with perfect faithfulness.”
(5) from our perspective in time, foreknowledge preceded all things in God’s Plan, especially including election – Rom 8:29

f) election, unlike foreknowledge, is an active function of Sovereignty

(1) God decided to pick certain members of humanity to take part in His Plan, and disregarded others by not choosing them – cp Rom 9:13

(2) since God is not a respecter of persons and shows no favoritism (Dt 10:17; Rom 2:11), He could not unfairly choose some and disregard others, there must have been some fair and impartial reason for the choices

(3) the clear basis for this choice is foreknowledge, not sovereignty – 1Pet 1:1-2

(4) based on this foreknowledge of who would desire and who would reject a rela-tionship with Him, God chose all whom He knew would believe and placed them in the time and circumstances that would be best for their spiritual advance – cp Eph 1:4; 2Th 2:13-14

(5) this action is completely compatible with the principle of grace, demonstrating that human merit or works was not the issue: God made His choice before anyone ever did anything – Rom 9:11

(6) based on foreknowledge, God knew what the God-Man, Jesus, would do in history, and so chose Him to be the Savior – 1Pet 1:20

(7) therefore, “the elect” or “the chosen” becomes a title for those who believe for salvation – Mt 24:22, 24, 31; Rom 8:33

g) predestination is the most mysterious of these three concepts

(1) like election, predestination is a function of sovereignty that occurred in eternity past – 1Cor 2:7; Eph 1:5, 11

(2) time did not exist when God made these choices, but finite man must understand them as proceeding in a logical sequence, one after another; since God is Eternal Life and is Immutable, the concepts have always existed perfectly within His Person

(3) Rom 8:29-30 documents the logical progression, moving from foreknowledge (election is not mentioned, but must be the ‘second’ step), to predestination

(4) it should be noted that the vocabulary of predestination is never applied to unbelievers and their eternal destiny – the Word of God nowhere supports the false concept that God predestined anyone to go to Hell – cp Ac 13:46

(5) predestination focuses on believers only: it deals with the fact God has designed a Plan that takes every necessity and contingency into account so the elect can be saved and can advance as far as they choose

(6) the definition, then, of predestination is the function of Sovereignty that decides beforehand the fate of an individual; based on His knowledge we would believe, He was pleased to elect us to become His children, and has preordained us as such

h) the Lake of Fire was prepared for the Devil and his angels (Mt 25:41), and they are destined to spend all eternity there; while God knows those who will reject His offer of life, He does not prevent them from becoming believers, He allows the free will function of their volition to decide

i) this explains why God is under no obligation to give the Gospel for anyone He knows will not accept it; many unbelievers have heard the Gospel, but rejected it (Mt 22:14); some have not heard, but would reject it if given the chance

17) Based on this foreknowledge that certain members of the human race would desire a relationship with Him, we know that all those whom God chose in Eternity Past are assured of salvation; God will do anything and everything necessary to make certain they hear the Gospel, and in a manner in which they can accept it.  Jn 6:37

18) While the preposition kata is not repeated in the text, it clearly governs the next phrase for the knowledge of the truth, speaking of the Ph2 responsibility for the Apostle to teach the entire counsel of God.  cp Ac 20:20, 27

19) The word epignosis is, literally, “knowledge upon”, i.e. knowledge upon knowledge, a higher knowledge than simple intellectual understanding (cp 2Tim 3:7); it refers to the understanding of Bible Doctrine (BD) necessary to effect their Ph2 sanctification.

20) The term alētheia refers to that which is true as opposed to that which is feigned, fictitious, or false; that which is real as opposed to that which is not, or that which is valid and legitimate.  cp Rom 1:18-25

21) There are many doctrines common to all niches, but there are also many that are specifically necessary for a believer to fulfill their own individual Ph2; it is the responsibility of the communicator to teach these doctrinal principles for the benefit of all, neither ignoring nor focusing solely on any one group:

a) the Pastor-Teacher – Tit 1:6-9

b) deacons and their wives – 1Tim 3:8-13

c) all husbands and wives – Eph 5:22-33

d) parents and children – Eph 6:1-4

e) bosses and employees – Eph 6:5-9

f) widows – 1Tim 5:5-6

g) the wealthy – 1Tim 6:17-19

h) older men and women – Tit 2:2-3

i) younger men and women – Tit 2:4-6

22) This epignosis is not designed to be some mere acquisition of facts alone, it is to be according to godliness, thus designed to further the level of our orientation to God and his Plan; eusebeia denotes a particular manner of living characterized by rever-ence for God and behavior in obedience to His Will.  1Tim 4:7-8; 2Pet 3:11

23) Although it is not explicitly expressed here, from other Scriptures we know that there are certain forms of teaching that produce knowledge not in accordance with the godliness code.  cp 1Tim 6:3-5; 2Tim 3:7; Tit 1:10-11; cp Rom 6:17

24) While God is the God of all truth (Ps 31:5), all truth is not really relevant to promoting God-likeness; science, psychology, sociology, economics, etc. may have some repercussions in one’s life, but they cannot deliver anyone from Hell, nor can they provide the teaching that will maximize one’s eternal niche.

25) The motivation for believers to learn and live by the godliness code is found at the beginning of vs 2, as seen in the phrase in the hope of eternal life;  all who believe will enjoy the normal blessings of eternal life, but those who live according to god-liness will be the ones who exploit the eternal niche to the highest.

26) Paul is asserting that the basis for his own applications in time, as well as the basis for those he instructs, is the confident expectation of SG3 and the crown, which motivates us to do the Will of God.  cp Phi 3:14; Heb 11:26, 12:2

27) This is the reason an adjusted Christian sacrifices, suffers, and denies their own desires when they do not agree with God’s; we do not suffer for the sake of suffering, but because we know that godliness brings great reward.  cp Tit 2:11-13

28) This is such an important motivation that Peter instructed those under his authority to “fix [their] hope completely on the grace to be brought to [them] at the revelation of Jesus Christ”; this is no idle curiosity, wishful thinking, or pleasant contemplation, it should consume one’s thoughts and lead to grateful obedience. 1Pet 1:13

29) This confidence is based on the revelation of God, who cannot lie; He has revealed what are His priorities, what He expects us to make as ours, and what we have in store for the obedience we freely offer (when in reality it is actually demanded).  Heb 11:6

30) This expression is designed to emphasize the attribute of Veracity (Perfect observance of truth), and uses a word found only here in the New Testament, stressing the positive aspect of being trustworthy by using a negative – “nonlying”.

31) All the promises of Ph3 rest and reward hang on the character of God, who has never misled us in any way, nor will He, making our confidence in them quite rational; everything we find in His Word is guaranteed by the very essence of His Person.

32) We repeat: our faith is in the sound principles of objective truth that have been revealed by God in the canon of Scripture (Ps 119:89); our faith is not in things that are unstable or changing (Isa 40:8), nor in man (Ps 118:8-9).

33) The reality of SG3 is not something that God has manufactured in recent times, the promises precede us to Eternity Past; in other words, God had our SG3 prepared before we were even saved, His OmSc knowing what each of us would do with His Plan in time.

34) The phrase translated long ages ago is chronos aiōnios, only used three times; it refers to time before time, or eternal time periods in the past, before the creation of angels, the universe, time, or man.  cp Rom 16:25; 2Tim 1:9

35) Vss 1-2 have viewed the eternally existing Plan of God, vs 3 moves to the reality of its manifestation in time, and the import for the believer’s life. 
The Eternal Promise Revealed

evfane,rwsen de. kairoi/j ivdi,oij to.n lo,gon auvtou/ evn khru,gmati( o] evpisteu,qhn evgw. katV evpitagh.n tou/ swth/roj h`mw/n qeou/(
1:3 but at the proper time manifested, even His word, in the proclamation with which I was entrusted according to the commandment of God our Savior; (weak adv de. “but” + A A I 3s fanero,w – phaneroō “made known/manifested” + L M P n & adj  

kairo,j i;dioj “in his own times” + Ac M S w/d.a. o` lo,goj “the word” + G M 3s pro auvto,j “his” + prep w/ L N S evn kh,rugma – kērugma “in a proclamation” + Ac N S rel pro o[j “which” + A P I 1s pisteu,w “I…was entrusted” + N 1s pro evgw. “myself” + prep w/ Ac F S kata, evpitagh, – epitagē “according to the authority/command” + G M S w/d.a. o` swth,r – sōtēr “of the savior” + G 1p pro evgw, “our” + G M S (app) qeo,j “namely, God”)

1) Verse three teaches the fact that the message of Eternal Life (EL), which was always existent with God and His Plan from eternity past, was only revealed in history at the time of God’s choosing.

2) Paul makes a subtle but important change moving from the subject of EL to the fact God has made His Word evident in history; phaneroō means to make something manifest, visible, or known that has been previously hidden or unknown.

3) In other words, it was not EL that is declared to have been manifested, but that God has made His Word or message about the issue of EL evident; Paul is emphasizing the message of the Gospel that promises EL in the Person of God’s Son.

4) While God had chosen certain members of humanity to become recipients of EL, the exact method by which His Plan would come to fruition was not revealed; brief glimpses were given as to the nature and sufferings of Christ, but the full story could only now be told.  cp Mt 13:17; 1Pet 1:10-12

5) The phrase at the proper time is actually a plural, and should be rendered “in His own times”; kairos does not refer to linear, chronological time, rather a designated period of time – it views the strategic periods of history in which various things come together to advance the Plan into a new dispensation.

6) These seasons are certainly known to God, since they are “His own” (idios = what belongs to one; their own possessions), but they do not become evident in human history until He chooses to advance His Plan in a sudden and dramatic way.

7) While time seems to move incrementally from day to day and year to year without any discernible changes, things occur every day that will ultimately work to bring the Plan to fruition.

8) Salvation, and all that is necessary for man to enjoy the blessings of EL that God has planned for them, was settled in eternity past in God’s thinking; it was not some after-thought, and not one of many options available.

9) In order to understand the purpose for God’s Plan, we must understand that He alone is worthy of worship, and He knows this; so that He could receive the worship and adoration of lesser beings, He first had to create them, the physical universe in which they were to exist, and allow history to take its course as He knew it would.

10) While He did not cause the fall of any beings, either angelic or human, the reality is that these falls did occur; this was necessary for God to show the existence and extent of His grace.

11) The angelic beings made a willful and intelligent decision to abandon and oppose God, and therefore salvation was not offered to them; we deduce that Satan challenged God’s Righteousness (+R), and the result was the creation of mankind to prove God could provide salvation for anyone who wanted it (as he did not).

12) Thus, while salvation was purposed and settled in eternity past, with the Lamb being slain “from the foundation of the world” (Rev 13:8), the word, or message, of this salvation was only manifested at the exact time determined by God.  cp Gen 3:15

13) All believers are to trust God concerning the future, both immediate and in relation to His Plan; He does not intend to fully reveal the timing of every particular aspect of His Plan, and we are not to question that.  Dan 12:8-9; Mk 13:32; Ac 1:7

14) In OT times, there was the anticipation of this salvation message through the prophets and the typology of the tabernacle/temple, the priesthood, sacrifices, etc., all of which spoke of Messiah.  Lk 24:25-27, 44-47

15) Now, with the coming of Christ and the witness of His life, death, and resurrection, the message has been made evident, not by these historical events alone, but through the active witness of believers.  Lk 24:48; Ac 1:8, 13:31

16) It cannot be emphasized enough that the teachings we follow in regard to Jesus Christ, what we believe about His Person, life, death, burial, resurrection, and ascension, are not “cleverly devised tales” (2Pet 1:16), but are accepted by faith in the reality of Who and What God is, founded on an accurate understanding of Scripture, and devoid of any error whatsoever.

17) The promise of God was delivered in less than complete form throughout the OT, but now made perfectly clear and complete by the proclamation of Paul and the other Apostles; as they described the life, work, and glorification of Christ Jesus, mankind was now able to know everything regarding God’s Plan for salvation.  cp Rom 16:25

18) A proclamation is the content of any message publicly proclaimed by a kērux, or herald; this is a commonly used word, attested from Homer down, and refers to a messenger vested with public authority, that conveyed the official messages of an authority, gave public summons or demand, and performed various other duties.

19) In the Biblical sense, the term refers to God’s official messengers or ambassadors, who are sent to announce the message of the Gospel to the world (Ph1) and to believers (Ph2); it is not an office demanding charisma, personal talent or charm, and is not to be used for entertainment, nor for glorifying oneself.

20) We proclaim the necessity of faith in His Person and work, rejecting human works, false religion, etc., instructing people in all that is necessary for salvation of their immortal souls; every believer should make certain that they understand and can lucidly present the issues of the Gospel when necessary.  1Pet 3:15 cp Col 4:6

21) Also, we must never allow ourselves to be intimidated by the cosmos into being cowardly, ashamed, or reluctant to proclaim the issues of the Truth when appropriate; we are lights in the world of darkness, and should act as such.  2Tim 1:8 cp Mk 8:38

22) Because negative volition considers the message of the Gospel to be foolishness, God is well-pleased by the faith of those who accept it for what it is – the only path to salvation, and Truth of the highest category.  1Cor 1:21

23) Although translated “committed” by the KJV, the Passive voice of pisteuō speaks of an aspect of faith, and is correctly translated by the NAS as entrusted; God had ‘faith’ that Paul would function appropriately with His message, and gave him His most important possession, believers, to take care of.

24) We should not lose sight of the value of our message and the BD we possess, it is “the power of God” (Rom 1:16), and has rescued us “out of this present evil age” (Gal 1:4); they are exceedingly valuable treasures, deposited with us for safekeeping, which we are to protect and use as the Master intends.  1Tim 6:20; 2Tim 1:14

25) No one takes this trust, this honor, and this servitude upon themselves, it can only be granted by the Sovereign King and Owner of all things; note that the highest officers of the Church are but servants, both of God and their listeners.  cp 1Cor 9:16-17

26) This stewardship is to be carried out by the consistent submission to the Will of the One who gave it; it is not a one-time endowment, but requires staying constantly within the guidelines given by one’s Master and Owner.  cp 1Th 2:4

27) Thus, the emphasis is that God recognized Paul to be worthy of the challenge to be a properly functioning Apostle, but it is up to Paul to prove it; a life of loyal obedience and correct function toward his charge was all that would do so.

28) Another use of the Passive is Lk 16:11, which shows that the function of an Apostle, and by extension all communicators, is a trial to determine worthiness to receive ever-lasting glorification and honor; how ironic that those who seek glory from men are slated to receive none from God.  Mt 6:2

29) Paul recognized that this responsibility, and the abilities given with it, came from the Sovereign Will of God, thus the commandment was the sole reason he was an Apostle; he became the replacement for Judas, chosen directly by the Lord Himself.

30) This word (epitagē) looks to a command or order that comes through the exercise of official leadership; it stresses the authority of God and the Royal Chain of Command.

31) God delegated His authority to Paul to become an Apostle, entrusting him with the job of proclaiming His Word; he is to function in the world at the demand of his spiritual superior, and those who take issue with this can take it up with God.

32) Similarly, PT’s are now delegated the authority as under-shepherds by the Great Shepherd, to proclaim the Gospel and mysteries of BD to those who will diligently seek it.  2Tim 4:1-2

33) Here we also have another proof of Christ’s Deity, since Jesus is our Savior and also our God; the Father had chosen the elect to be saved, He accomplished it by sending the Son, who is revealed by the Spirit, thus all three members of the Trinity are equally involved in salvation.  cp Tit 2:15

The Recipient

Ti,tw| gnhsi,w| te,knw| kata. koinh.n pi,stin( ca,rij kai. eivrh,nh avpo. qeou/ patro.j kai. Cristou/ VIhsou/ tou/ swth/roj h`mw/nÅ
1:4 to Titus, my true child in a common faith: Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior. (D M S prop n Ti,toj “Titus” + D N S adj & n gnh,sioj te,knon – gnēsios “a true child” + prep w/ Ac F S adj & n kata. koino,j pi,stij “according to a common faith” + N F S ca,rij – charis “graciousness; grace” + c.c. & N F S kai. eivrh,nh – eirēnē “and peace” + prep w/ Ab M S avpo. qeo,j “from God” + Ab M S (app) path,r “father” + c.c. & Ab M S prop n x 2 kai. Cristo,j VIhsou/j “and from Christ Jesus” + Ab M S w/d.a. o` swth,r “the savior” + G 1p pro evgw, “our”)

1) Paul now addresses the recipient of the letter, Titus, although there is little doubt he expected others to read the letter; the specific name would make clear that these were Apostolic instructions to the man who had the task of setting things in order.

2) The phrase my true child has sparked some debate in the past as to whether Titus was actually the natural son of Paul:

a) the “wooden headed literalist” approach says that Paul must have been married at some time and produced a son

b) others have declared that since Titus is specified to be “a Greek” (Gal 2:3), he was the illegitimate son of Paul and a Gentile woman

3) While neither of these theories need or deserve much comment, it should be noted:

a) there is no direct reference to Paul’s ever having been married (although this is an argument from silence), but for a self-righteous Pharisee to marry a Gentile would be odd, to say the least

b) the use of gnēsios – true refers to a child born in wedlock; another word, nothos, means a bastard, or illegitimate child – cp Heb 12:8

4) A simple explanation that actually fits the facts is that Titus had become a believer under Paul’s ministry, probably in Syria or Antioch, and had attached himself to Paul with the affection a normal son feels for a normal father, which was reciprocated in a like manner.  cp 1Cor 4:15

5) Neither does it refer to any relative age difference, chronologically or spiritually; the relationship extended past the salvation Paul had brought to Titus, it looks to an ongoing relationship grounded on the BD they shared.

6) This is supported by the second phrase in a common faith, meaning that the basis for the affection was not personality, mutual admiration, outside interests, worldly common goals or status, or any other false basis for friendship; it was based on their common adherence to and love for God and His Word.

7) It is not only saving faith that is in view, it is a synonym for the entire realm of BD, that in which one’s faith is placed; here is an objective use of the word stressing what is believed, the content of faith.  cp 1Tim 4:1; Jd 3

8) This compliment would also serve to distinguish Titus from the false teachers (1:10), and recommend him in the sight of the Cretans, who had recently observed Paul’s righteous conduct, and would thus favorably compare Titus to him.

9) The greeting grace and peace was common in Roman letters of the time, but were presented as mere wishes, without confidence of fulfillment (“Have a nice day!”); the adjusted believer can access both qualities any time they choose to do so.

a) grace is undeserved favor from a higher being – the believer has access to the very Throne of Grace (Heb 4:16), meaning grace when we are in trouble, under temptation, approaching God in prayer, or simply grateful for our blessings

b) peace is the quality of rest or tranquility, the lack of opposition, disturbance, or struggle, and harmony between two parties – even when we have offended our Father, peace is available through Rebound; when we cease from our struggles and let Him take control, we have the contentment that comes from obedience

10) This was Paul’s favorite salutation, used throughout his books, but is important to note that he never changes the word order; it is absolutely necessary to understand that grace is the prerequisite to peace, and peace cannot be obtained without accessing grace first.  Rom 5:1-2

11) This status is only based on our relationship with Deity, however, and is not developed through personal character or resolve; it is because of the Plan of God the Father they are available (instead of the constant punishment and death we deserve), and the work of Christ Jesus our Savior made them potential realities.

12) All believers enjoy peace with God, based on the removal of the sin barrier, and the resultant state of acceptance (Eph 2:14); however, Ph2 peace is only available via the intake and application of BD.  2Pet 1:2

13) To reiterate, apart from BD in the inner man, no one can enjoy the benefits of grace, become grace oriented, or have true peace of mind; apart from the exercise of BD, one cannot enjoy gracious living or have contentment in the midst of their sufferings.

14) So, while Titus was conducting an undoubtedly difficult mission on Crete, he could rest assured that he was the object of grace: God’s unmerited and undeserved favor would enable him to complete his assignment.

Titus’ Assignment

Tou,tou ca,rin avpe,lipo,n se evn Krh,th|( i[na ta. lei,ponta evpidiorqw,sh| kai. katasth,sh|j kata. po,lin presbute,rouj( w`j evgw, soi dietaxa,mhn(
1:5 For this reason I left you in Crete, that you might set in order what remains, and appoint elders in every city as I directed you, (post prep w/ G N S dem pro ca,rin – charin ou-toj (GT = Tou,tou) “for this favor/reason” + A A I 1s avpolei,pw “I left temporarily” + Ac 2s pro su, “you” + prep w/ L F S prop n evn Krh,th “in Crete”, + sub con (purp) i[na “in order that” + A M S 2s evpidiorqo,w – epidiorthoō “you might completely set in order” + P A P Ac N P to. lei,pw “the things which remain” + c.c. &    A A S 2s kai.  kaqi,sthmi – kathistēmi “and you might place down/establish” + Ac M P presbu,teroj – presbuteros “older men; elders; church leaders” + prep w/ Ac F S kata. po,lij “according to city” + comp adv w`j “in a similar manner; as” + N 1s pro evgw, “I myself” + A M I 1s diata,ssw “I precisely directed” + Ac 2s pro su, “you”)

ei; ti,j evstin avne,gklhtoj( mia/j gunaiko.j avnh,r( te,kna e;cwn pista,( mh. evn kathgori,a| avswti,aj h' avnupo,taktaÅ
1:6 namely, if any man be above reproach, the husband of one wife, having children who believe, not accused of dissipation or rebellion. (con ptcl eiv (1st) “if” + N M S indef pro ti,j “any man” + P I 3s eivmi, “is” + N M S adj avne,gklhtoj – anegklētos “unaccused; above reproach” + N M S avnh,r – anēr “an honorable man; a husband” +    G F S card adj & n ei-j gunh, (GT = mia/j gunaiko.j) “of one woman/wife” + P A P N M S e;cw “having” + Ac N P n & adj te,knon pisto,j “faithful/believing children” + neg ptcl w/ prep w/ L F S mh. evn kathgori,a – katēgoria “not with an accusation” + G F S avswti,a – asōtia “of debauchery/dissipation” + disj con h' “or” + Ac N P adj avnupo,taktoj – anupotaktos “or rebellious/disobedient”)

1) This verse documents that Paul had been in Crete with Titus, and had left him behind; it also provides  insight into how Paul actually administered his canon, by using qualified men to do what he would have done, had he been there.

2) The construction for this reason uses a postpositional preposition, based on the Accusative form of charis – grace/favor, and the demonstrative pronoun houtos to indicate both a purpose and the great kindness Titus was rendering to Paul by fulfilling it; Paul could not remain behind, he needed someone he could trust to take care of the things he had not been able to accomplish.  cp Eph 3:14

3) The fact Paul had not left Titus behind permanently is seen in the use of apoleipō, which is generally used of leaving something behind temporarily; another word, kataleipō, means to permanently abandon something or someone.  cp Mt 19:5

4) Our word epidiorthoō is only used here in Scripture, and was not a common word, based on its technically precise meaning; it is a triple compound, meaning literally “therefore straightened upon/higher”, thus something that was not yet completely straight/true, and therefore needed improvement (it was used of setting broken bones).

5) That which needed correction was not the initial evangelization, but what remains, i.e. those things Paul had not had time to address, and emphasizes the necessity of continued evangelization after salvation.

6) Since one straightens what is crooked (cp Pr 8:8), and completes what is unfinished (cp 1Th 3:10), it is clear that Paul did not consider it acceptable for the believers on Crete to be lacking competent, trained pastoral leadership.

7) This included not only the organizational structure of the infant churches, but the BD, instruction, admonitions, exhortations, and practice that would perfect their CWL, internally and externally.

8) The manner in which leadership was established in new local churches is as follows:

a) an Apostolic team would enter a new area – Ac 13:5, 14, 14:1

b) they would teach the Gospel, and those who converted would form the nucleus of the new LCh – Ac 17:4

c) the Apostolic leaders would put forth the men they believed were qualified to lead the LCh, relying on the leading of the Spirit, their own observation, and inform-ation provided by the people – Ac 14:23

d) the LCh then voted on each man, expressing their acceptance of their new leader

e) this pattern required a two-fold process, involving the working of the Holy Spirit and the human element of volition – we continue to espouse this today

9) The Cretans were, perhaps, the most unruly and disobedient people in the Roman Empire (which is saying quite a bit), thus the necessity of instructing Cretan Christians in the necessity of order, authority, and decorum.  cp 1Cor 14:33 “for God is not a God of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints”
10) Translated “ordain” in the KJV, the word kathistēmi means rather to place something firmly down, so that it cannot be moved or fall further; thus, to establish some thing or one, so they are securely grounded and solidly placed.

11) An emphatic construction, putting the preposition and its object before the subject of the clause, denies the standard interpretation of elders in every city, as if there were a plurality for each LCh; it says “according to city, elders”, meaning one elder for each of the several cities in which there was a LCh.

12) The concept of elders as respected leaders was of Jewish origin, and the term presbuteros frequently referred to men of advanced age, thus possessing knowledge, experience, and wisdom.

13) This does not, however, mean that a PT must be advanced in age, only of a more mature stature than his congregation; the word stresses the dignity of the office of those that managed public affairs and administered justice.

14) In most passages, the term focuses on the PT specifically, and it definitely had become technical by the writing of Revelation, where it is used 12 times and only refers to PT’s.  cp 1Pet 5:1-4

15) That the singular PT is in view, rather than including the deacons, is also seen in the change to the singular “overseer” and “steward” of vs 7; in any organization, the necessity for a plurality of authorities exists, but there must be one final authority, who has the ultimate responsibility and say-so.  cp Pr 15:22

16) That Paul had already given Titus detailed and precise instructions for his mission is seen by diatassō, a technical military term meaning to array troops for battle; the plans must take into account the nature of the ‘enemy’, and concentrate one’s energy and force where it was needed.

17) Thus, a prearranged plan was in place for dealing with any conflicts that might arise, had considered possible attacks of the STA and cosmos, and made preparation for dealing with and overcoming losses through training and execution.

18) The first class condition if any man means “if it is true, and it is”, so Paul expected that Titus would be able to find qualified men on the island; Paul had become somewhat acquainted with the people, and had evidently noticed there were some emerging leaders (the Jewish population would not have been quite as immoral).

19) Also, the churches on Crete were not necessarily all new ones, since Cretans were seen in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost, some 35 years earlier.  Ac 2:11

20) The protasis (“if” clause) is never linked with an apodosis (“then” clause), and could therefore be rendered as a question – “Is any man qualified?”.

21) The requirements for qualification are as binding today as when Paul first wrote them, and careful consideration must be made for any man who “aspires to the office of overseer” (1Tim 3:1).  cp 1Tim 3:7

22) The first description uses an adjective with a negative prefix, meaning “not open to accusation”; it was a legal term, used of someone who could not be charged with any crime, thus not only innocent, but above reproach.

23) This is a general heading for a list of behavioral concerns that begins with one’s personal family life, and ends with his doctrinal ability to stand for the Truth against strong opposition.

24) It should be clear that pre-salvation or pre-Doctrine sins and/or failures are not in view, rather those committed at the same time as seeking the office.

25) Also, while it does not need much comment, this does not refer to sinless perfection, or Jesus Christ could be the only PT (cp Ps 143:2; Ecc 7:20; Js 3:2); rather, it refers to on-going, unrepentant sin in any of the following categories.  cp 1Cor 1:8 “who shall also confirm you to the end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ”  

26) The activity in view would be of sufficiently public knowledge that would cause a candidate to be unworthy as a representative of the church (or Church); we must understand that all men, including PT’s, have areas of weakness in their lives, but they can continue to adequately and consistently do a sound Doctrinal job on the other areas in question.

27) Generally speaking, then, the PT (and, by extension, the deacons) should be one who inspires confidence in those who follow him: the type of man that people respect, willingly follow, seek to obey, and wish to emulate.  1Cor 11:1

28) The PT must be monogamous, loyal and faithful to only one woman; the Greek construction emphasizes one wife, meaning he could only be married to one at a time, but must also be a non-adulterous husband.

a) this does not require a PT to be married, only that if he is, he must abide by his wedding vows, and “forsake all others” (Paul, Barnabas, and probably Timothy and Titus, were not married)

b) the blessing of Right Woman (RW) is felt more keenly by no one than a man who must leave behind his own life in order to provide for the well-being of the LCh allotted to him

c) she has sacrificed her life, as well, leaving family and friends, supporting the family if enough money is not available from the LCh, and must endure the same tests as the PT (and encourage him when he becomes discouraged); for these and other reasons, she deserves the loyalty of the man she loves

d) while not mentioned, the PT’s RW must be an adjusted believer, since a godly wife is evidence that the PT lives his life as he teaches others to do – 1Cor 9:5

e) there is not much evidence that bigamy and polygamy were widely practiced in the Roman Empire, but these would certainly be covered by this phrase; the main emphasis is on fidelity to the wedding vows, which was widely disregarded in pagan culture

f) additionally, divorce was quite common, for any number of reasons, and a man might easily have several wives in one lifetime; this would demonstrate either a lack of understanding, or disregard, for the importance of the institution of marriage, as taught in Mt 19:3-9

g) this issue is both critical and sadly lacking within the Church, since the PT will have to address sensitive issues with both married and single women, and all believers must know he can be trusted – 1Tim 5:1-2

h) another reason is the typological representation of RMRW and Christ with the Church – He remains faithful to us, has no other “bride”, and will never forsake us; if the PT had more than one wife, cheated on her, or flitted from one to another, the typology would be broken

29) In the same way as a believing wife is a requirement, any children the PT has must be well-behaved and obedient; not merely loyal or respectful, the word pistos looks to one who lives an orderly and appropriate life.  cp 1Cor 4:17

a) while a rebellious or strong willed child would not necessarily prevent a man from assuming the office of PT, one who constantly violates the rules of his parents and the faith can bring down a ministry, or, as seen here, prevent it from beginning

b) well-behaved children, who have Doctrinal wisdom and applications under their belt, are evidence that the PT and his wife have taught the Word in their family, and have lived properly before their children – cp 1Tim 3:4-5, 12

c) the question of how long an elder is responsible for the conduct of his children is seen in Paul’s use of teknon; it generally refers to small children, but looks to those still living in the household of the candidate – cp Col 3:20-21

d) of course, the PT, or anyone else, is not responsible for the volitional decision of another, including their children; a man with an unbelieving child would not be disqualified, only if that child were a hellion, as well

30) While anyone might be accused of any number of things, the emphasis here is on the reality of the accusation; if the subject is brought up, one presumes there is a reason, so the seriousness of the charge demands it be disproven, or rectified.

31) The word asōtia is based on asōtos, a man who cannot be saved, or a worthless wretch with no hope of recovery; it describes the character of one who has given up on morality, and lives a life of wanton squalor.

32) Thus, our word looks to the moral nature of reckless disorder, chaos, and no pretense of righteousness or decency; it is also used of the condition of total inebriation, in which there is no hope of Divine Good Production (DGP), and in which normal function is impossible.  Eph 5:18 “And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit”
33) Translated rebellion, anupotaktos means, literally, “not under orders”, and thus means consistent disobedience, insubordination (refusing to submit to authority), or an uncontrollable, spoiled brat; all parents are to keep discipline with their children, but especially a man who claims to know and live for God.  cp Pr 19:18, 22:15, 23:13

34) Mothers are responsible to train their daughters how to be the type of woman that a man would want, instructing them in submission to authority, cooking, cleaning, shopping, proper behavior and dress, and generally being a “helper” (Gen 2:18) for her RM.  Pr 12:4, 19:14, 31:10f

35) Fathers are to instruct their sons on how to function as a man, practicing and teaching principles on how to use their authority wisely, planning ahead, self discipline, being productive, and running a home smoothly.  Pr 3:1-2, 5:1-2, 6:1-5, 23:19-21, 24:21-22

36) Recognize that children are always watching their parents, and will inevitably not do what is said, they will do what they see practiced; children learn these things by osmosis.

37) Of course, the most important duty of the parents, individually and together, is to provide an environment in which positive volition can flourish, meaning they must stress and practice the absolute importance of MPR, spiritual growth, and the application of BD; children do not learn these things by osmosis.  Dt 6:7

38) So verse six details the reality that men who aspire to the positions of church leadership are under greater scrutiny than other members of the LCh; while some sins are unacceptable for all believers (1Cor 5:11), others are not excusable, but are no cause for disqualification from LCh membership; leaders, however, are held to a higher standard, due to the possibility of causing one’s sheep to stumble.  Js 3:1

The Requirements

dei/ ga.r to.n evpi,skopon avne,gklhton ei=nai w`j qeou/ oivkono,mon( mh. auvqa,dh( mh. ovrgi,lon( mh. pa,roinon( mh. plh,kthn( mh. aivscrokerdh/(
1:7 For the overseer must be above reproach as God's steward, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not addicted to wine, not pugnacious, not fond of sordid gain, (exp con ga.r “for/because” + P A I 3s dei/ “it is necessary” + Ac M S w/d.a. o` evpi,skopoj – episkopos “the overseer” + P I 3s eivmi, (GT = ei=nai) “to be” + Ac M S adj avne,gklhtoj “above reproach” + comp adv w`j “as” + Ac M S oivkono,moj – oikonomos “a steward” + G M S qeo,j “of God” + neg ptcl w/ Ac M S adj mh. auvqa,dhj – authadēs “self-pleasers; self willed” + neg ptcl w/ Ac M S adj mh. ovrgi,loj – orgilos “not quick-tempered” + neg ptcl w/ Ac M S adj mh. pa,roinoj – paroinos “not addicted to wine” + neg ptcl w/ Ac M S adj mh. plh,kthj – plēktēs “not a striker/brawler” + neg ptcl w/ Ac M S adj mh.          aivscrokerdh,j – aischrokerdēs “eager for dishonest gain”)

avlla. filo,xenon fila,gaqon sw,frona di,kaion o[sion evgkrath/(
1:8 but hospitable, loving what is good, sensible, just, devout, self-controlled, (str adv avlla. “but rather” + Ac M S adj filo,xenoj – philoxenos “loving strangers; hospitable” + Ac M S adj fila,gaqoj – philagathos “loving what is good” + Ac M S adj sw,frwn – sōphrōn “of sound mind; sensible” + Ac M S adj di,kaioj – dikaios “just” + Ac M S adj o[sioj – hosios “characterized by religious devotion; devout” + Ac M S adj evgkrath,j – egkratēs “self-disciplined”)

1) Vss 5 and 6 deal with the general requirements for anyone in a position of leadership within the LCh, but 7-8 deal specifically with the PT, seen by the following facts:

a) the repetition of the quality of being above reproach
b) the shift from the plural of “elders” to the singular overseer
c) the technical term steward, also a singular

d) the qualifications regarding teaching (vs 9) are not mentioned in connection with deacons, in Titus or Timothy

2) As in vs 6, the issue here deals with men that are potential candidates for ordination, who have not assumed the office of PT; there, the emphasis was on whether he had his household in good order, here, it is on whether he is in good order himself.

3) The title overseer is a good, literal translation of episkopos, meaning to keep one’s eye on another, from a position of authority; in addition, skopos means to watch carefully and thoroughly.  cp Rom 16:17; Phi 3:17

4) The same general term, anegklētos, is used and then defined by the specific require-ments that follow; it is not enough to be innocent of these charges, the candidate must demonstrate that he cannot even be accused of them.

5) It is essential that the PT candidate meet these qualifications, as seen in the use of dei – it is necessary, which stresses what is binding, needful, or ought absolutely to be done; it is only right for the overseer to be above reproach, since he functions as God’s steward.

6) The word oikonomos refers to the manager of another’s household, who had been placed in that position and entrusted with managing the affairs of the head of the house; this position was sometimes given to a freeman, but usually was given to the most trusted slave.  cp Lk 12:42

7) This further stresses the relationship between the human element of “appointing elders” and the Divine element of being God’s servant, emphasizing His will in the matter of who receives this responsibility.

8) The management of all affairs related to the household was entrusted to this man, including dealing out proper portions for the other slaves, delegating authority to one slave over another, even dealing with and punishing the children of the master; since this is the highest position of honor in the household of God, he is held to very exacting standards by his Master.

9) This portrays the Church as God’s household, and thus describes how it is to be administered; this is one reason the PT must have his own household in order, to demonstrate he is capable of keeping God’s house in order.  Lk 16:10 & 1Tim 3:5

10) In this case, the household of God is each individual LCh, where each PT is respons-ible to represent his Master faithfully, providing the necessary rations of BD so the other slaves can function properly, and dealing with God’s own children as needed.  1Tim 3:14-15

11) Paul lists eleven personal qualities in vss 7-8 that comprise the general term above reproach; the first five are negative commands – what he must not do – and the final six are positive commands – what he should be doing.

12) These five negatives relate to five areas of strong temptation for those placed in the ultimate human position of authority in a LCh, and include pride, temper, hedonism, power, and money.

13) The first quality is described by the Greek word authadēs, which is a combination of autos – self, and hēdomai – to give pleasure; it refers to a person that pursues his own desires without regard for what is best for another.

14) The PT must be willing to compromise on non-essentials to make it easier for his list-eners to accept him; a self-willed man would refuse to bend for others.  1Cor 9:19-23

15) It denotes that type of person who is self-centered, and arrogantly assumes they are always right, stubbornly disregarding others (and the evidence), including God; they are unwilling, and see no need, to submit their ideas or opinions to others for consid-eration, but simply believe they are the final authority, and the only one who counts.

16) This is also a characteristic of unbelieving liberals in the last days, who masquerade as ‘enlightened’ teachers of truth, but are in reality self-deluded and delude others.  2Pet 2:10

17) Any position of leadership brings prestige and power, which some leaders may be tempted to misuse in order to have things their own way, and pander to their STA; when this happens with a PT, they stop listening to anyone whose opinion differs from theirs, refusing to listen to criticism and advice.

18) An adjusted PT cannot lord his position over others and function in an autocratic, despotic, or tyrannical fashion.  1Pet 5:2

a) autocratic refers to the assumption or exercise of absolute authority or power

b) despotic and tyrannical are stronger terms, indicating the arbitrary and unfair abuse of authority, often with harshness, oppression, or undue severity

19) The word orgilos occurs only here, but is related to the orgē family of words that deal with anger and wrath; it is used to describe someone that is easily angered when things do not go as he wants, or when people ‘cross’ him – this person is easily provoked, and is often referred to as a “walking time bomb”.  cp Pr 22:24 LXX

20) The PT will have to deal with all sorts of situations and people over the course of his ministry, many of whom will be difficult, ungrateful, demanding, argumentative, and recalcitrant; the natural inclination is to respond in frustration, allowing one’s righteous indignation to plunge one into unrighteous anger.  cp Eph 4:26a 

21) The third term (paroinos) literally means “beside wine”, and refers to someone who never leaves it, i.e. consistently violating the prohibition against drunkenness, and never resisting the temptation to drink too much.  Eph 5:18

22) While some attribute a secondary sense to the word (in light of the term that follows), suggesting it has the nuance of a quarrelsome drunk, our modern word “alcoholic” could well translate the term.  Pr 20:1 “Wine is a mocker, strong 
drink a brawler, And whoever is intoxicated by it is not wise.”
23) This verse is not demanding total abstinence from alcohol for the PT, but it does clearly teach that he is not to abuse his freedom in Christ by excess in drink; this would curtail his own application of the Royal Imperatives, and set a terrible example for his sheep.

24) While many people have failed in this area, and continue to do so, people should realize that getting drunk is a serious issue; it is willful sinning, prevents accumulation of SG3, and is a sin that negatively affects others.  Gal 5:21

25) We must learn not to rationalize this sin with excuses such as “it’s not so bad”, “other people do it”, “there are lots of things that are worse”, “I can Rebound”, or any other stupid self-justification.

26) The several reasons for this prohibition for the PT include the facts it can interfere with the study-teach routine, affect interpersonal relationships, and cloud the ability to rule the congregation judiciously.  cp Lev 10:9; Pr 31:4-5

27) While not mentioned here, excesses in the realm of food would also be problematic for a PT, due to health problems, lack of self-control, and hedonism through eating.  cp Pr 23:20-21

28) The next term, plēktēs, means a striker, one who is ever ready to settle disagreements with his fists, or resort to physical force; this directly contradicts the example of the Apostles, but these men ‘know better’.  cp 1Th 2:7

29) 1Tim 3:3 adds the observation that some men have a propensity (a tendency to move in a certain direction or manner) to engage in verbal brawling, using strong, violent language to intimidate or cower their opponents.

30) The final negative quality forbidden to PT’s is seen in the Greek word aischrokerdēs, a compound of aischros – dishonorable, shameful, disgraceful, and kerdos – gain, profit, benefit.

31) It looks past pursuing money as their primary objective (also forbidden – 1Tim 3:3), to someone who enjoys acquisition, money or otherwise, by dishonest or deceitful means; this is a combination of money lust and lying, cheating, or stealing.

32) The candidate must come to the ministry with no thought of what his salary is going to be, but must be willing to do his job to the highest standard, whether his remuneration is fair or not.

33) If he must take on a second job, he must work only to the extent necessary, and not make his secular job his priority; it must be understood that the PT is not there to make himself rich, he is in his position to make others rich by imparting to them the treasure of BD.  2Cor 6:10

34) He must be willing to forego what others may legitimately have, staying focused on the reality that we are not here to accumulate treasures on earth, we are left in time after salvation to “lay up…treasures in heaven”.  Mt 6:19-21

35) An obvious danger of this type of money lust is that the desire for dishonest gain, or an inappropriate desire for wealth could cause the PT to court the favor of those who are wealthier.

a) he might socialize with them, in order to gain their favor or receive physical blessing – this sends the signal they are spiritually great because they do things for him

b) he may water down or compromise some doctrines that are not popular with those in his congregation that have money, to curry, maintain, or recover their favor

36) We recognize that having money is not evil, it is the love of money that is a root (one of many) of all sorts of evil, and an unhealthy pursuit of it plunges men into all kinds of ruin.  1Tim 6:9-10

37) In vs 8, we move to the positive qualities Paul expected of the PT, beginning with the ability and willingness to show hospitality; this quality is the readiness to entertain guests kindly and liberally, and encompasses the mental attitude of readiness to treat people in such a way that they do not feel they are a burden.

38) This compound, philoxenos, literally means “a lover of strangers”, so hospitality looks more to welcoming previously unacquainted individuals, who were in town and had no one they knew to feed and board them; a modern example would be positive believers in town for a visit, on business, passing through, etc.

39) The conditions of that time in history were such that hospitality was a very important issue, since believers who were travelling could not stay with most unbelievers, or in public inns, where they would be exposed to insult and danger.

40) The next quality focuses on the reality that the PT should, and does, appreciate the DGP in those around him; the word philagathos is a compound of phileō – to love intensely, and agathos, or that which is good by its very nature.

41) This means he must set an example in DGP, not only through his devotion to the congregation via the study-teach routine, but in the other areas of application that exist in the LCh.

42) He must make it clear from the pulpit that such activity is supposed to be the focus of believers, and keep them focused on the importance of DGP and the resultant SG3.

43) The third quality is sensible, which is based on the Greek understanding of a sound mind; in Greek thought, passion, anger, ecstasy, or any other emotional extreme was considered a mental weakness, therefore, one with a healthy mind was in control of his emotions, and used intellect to determine his course.

44) This encompasses the positive qualities of discretion (knowing when and where to speak), prudence (cautious and wise when making choices), taking time to think things through rather than being impulsive, and reasoning clearly – making choices based on facts and BD rather than emotions or subjective factors.

45) The PT cannot, for example, let others pressure him into making decisions or dealing with situations before he is comfortable and has clear direction from the Lord.

46) If someone gives the PT advice in a particular situation, he should consider it, but if the suggestion is disregarded, the believer must recognize the PT may have information they do not, or was led in a different direction.

47) This term also emphasizes that the PT is to live a disciplined life, setting an example by being honorable in his dealings with all people, paying his bills, and fulfilling all his external obligations before pleasing himself.

48) This leads to the ninth term just, which is actually the Greek word for “righteous”, stressing the importance of the PT’s dealings with other people and the Establishment Chain of Command.

49) It looks at what is legal, or the person who lives according to the laws of the land, including our duty to people in general; it covers how he operates on the job, treats his neighbors, conducts his finances, and fulfills his duties to men.  1Pet 2:12-13, 17

50) The word, hosios, emphasizes that the PT must be one who shows a real devotion to the Will of God, manifested by dedication to the principles found in Scripture, especially those that relate to the godliness code.

51) This term is used eight times, and emphasizes experiential holiness or Ph2 sanctif-ication; the PT must be committed to ongoing spiritual growth in his own life by keeping his priorities straight.  1Tim 4:16

52) The final qualification is found in the Greek word egkratēs, which is a compound meaning, “to have power in”, i.e. power within oneself to overrule that which is counterproductive or unacceptable.

53) This involves self-discipline at the most basic level of Rebound, consistently evaluating himself in light of the Word of God, and dealing with STA activity as he becomes aware of it; it extends to the discipline of study-teach, not allowing other things to interfere with his most important routine.  1Tim 4:7-8

54) The PT is going to be tested with prosperity and adversity, and must keep his emotions under control in all circumstances, and not allow either situation to distract him from what is truly important.

55) He is going to be tested by his sheep, and must not allow their failure or misapplica-tions to cause him to overreact; an example would be to observe some failure in the congregation, abandon the text, and begin discussing things not found in the immediate text.

56) That is to say, the PT must have the self-discipline to stick with the text, exhort as the text allows, and allow the Word of God to work in the hearts of believers.

57) Obviously, the physical areas of his life are also in view, and the PT must exercise discipline in eating, drinking, temper/emotions, exercise, any second job, etc.

58) While this list is specifically addressed to the PT and the godliness code, all believers should be aware that many of these terms are requirements for their lives, as well:

a) self will can certainly attack anyone, and leads to arrogance – 2Pet 2:10

b) anger as a Mental Attitude Sin (MAS) is viewed as equivalent to murder – Mt 5:22

c) excess in food or drink is not limited to the ministry – 1Cor 11:21

d) anger that leads to fighting is all too common, and believers can easily be drawn into it by wrong associations – Pr 22:24-25

e) the pursuit of money and details has wrecked many believers – 1Tim 6:10

f) hospitality is incumbent on all of us – Rom 12:13

g) DGP is a mandate for every believer – Eph 2:10

h) sound thinking is to characterize believers – Tit 2:2, 5

i) we are to treat others in a righteous way, living under the E.C.C. – Rom 13:1-2

j) self-control is necessary for all who plan on gaining the wreath – 1Cor 9:25

59) Do not be discouraged when you evaluate yourself in these areas and see that you come up short in one or more category; practice objectivity, recognize the areas in which you fail, keep the issue before you, pray for Divine assistance, and strive for objective improvement through intake and application of BD.

Immersed in the Word
avnteco,menon tou/ kata. th.n didach.n pistou/ lo,gou( i[na dunato.j h=| kai. parakalei/n evn th/| didaskali,a| th/| u`giainou,sh| kai. tou.j avntile,gontaj evle,gceinÅ
1:9 holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, that he may be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict.    (P M P Ac M S avnte,cw – antechō “holding fast against oneself” + G M S w/d.a. o` lo,goj “the word” + prep w/ Ac F S  w/d.a. kata. h` didach, “which is in accordance with the teaching + G M S pisto,j “of faith” + sub con (purp) i[na “in order that” + P S 3s eivmi, (GT = h=|) “he might be” + N M S dunato,j “powerful enough; able” + c.c. (correl) kai. “both” + P A If parakale,w – parakaleō “to exhort” + prep w/ I F S w/d.a. evn h`        didaskali,a “with/by means of the teaching” + I F S w/d.a. h` u`giai,nw – hugiainō “the kind that is healthy/sound + c.c. (correl) kai. “and” + P A If evle,gcw – elegchō “to expose/rebuke/refute” + P A P Ac M P w/d.a. o` avntile,gw – antilegō “those who contradict”)

1) Having dealt with what the PT is to model, in his personal life, family life, and mental and emotional disposition, Paul now turns to what the PT is expected to do; much can be learned from what is not mentioned, as well as what is specified.

2) The word antechō is used four times in the NT, and refers to holding something firmly, clinging to the object (Mt 6:24; 1Th 5:14); the Present Participle relates to an ongoing action, which is the identifying characteristic of one’s life.

3) The word only appears in the Middle Voice, which emphasizes that the subject both produces and receives the action of the verb; the PT embraces the Pastoral Code, and receives the benefit of the office and a righteous life thereby.

4) This Participle is connected to the verb in vs 7, meaning it could read it is necessary for the overseer to be…holding fast the faithful word; part of remaining blameless for the PT relates to his orientation and faithfulness to the BD that has been entrusted to him.  1Tim 4:13, 16

5) The teaching under Paul and Titus qualified as sound teaching, and the candidates were to be evaluated by their understanding and support of the BD they had received; we recognize that one may sit in Bible Class for years and never grasp the meaning or importance of what they hear, or worse, may take issue with the doctrines of the faith and reject sound teaching.

6) The concept of holding fast, then, concerns the loyalty one is to show for the BD he has heard, and the willingness to defend the Truth against the inevitable attacks that will come; the ministry is fraught with testing, and he will be tempted to lose faith in the principles that govern his life and that of the LCh.

7) Many men have gone into the ministry, only to lose confidence in the faith they once embraced; they then began to compromise in one area or another, with predictable, and disastrous, results.

a) some lose their conviction that the Truth is always in the minority, and compromise with the negative religious world to be more accepted

b) others have resorted to fundy tactics for church growth, believing that evangelism is a program for the LCh

c) many have simply quit because they did not see the financial success they were expecting

d) many others have begun merchandising the Word of God, selling their books, tapes, and doctrines

e) some lose confidence that the Word of God is the agent of Ph2 sanctification, resorting to endless exhortations, programs, micromanaging the lives of their sheep, etc., which does not promote spiritual growth

f) in our own time, many have rejected the truths of sound doctrine, and moved back to a fundy approach, eliminating unpleasant and difficult doctrines of importance to the LCh, such as authority, separation, and the primacy of the LCh

8) The PT can be assured that he will be challenged in the Angelic Conflict, and the only thing that will enable him to survive is by holding fast the faithful word; if he does not maintain this confidence, it will be reflected in his teaching style and content, and by the direction of his ministry.

9) He must believe and be convinced that BD is the most important thing in his own life and in that of his sheep, and must be ready to hold the doctrinal line when it is           attacked, in spite of personal cost.

10) He must also be prepared to see many people, friends, and peers self-destruct.

11) He cannot deviate from the course of sound doctrine, no matter against whom the teaching might go, holding to the Truth even when it goes against him personally; the PT who omits certain doctrines, deals superficially with passages that hammer him, or waters down doctrines to maintain relationships is unfit for the ministry.

12) This is the balance against being self-willed, since he cannot compromise BD,        remaining dogmatic about his stand for the Truth, refusing to back down from anyone that presents a challenge.

13) Not expressed clearly in the translation, the literal Greek actually reads “the according to the standard of the teaching faithful word”.

14) Thus, the BD we are to stand for is described in a two-fold manner:

a) it is the faithful message or word

b) it is according to the standard of the teaching

15) The first sense is that the BD we believe is faithful, trustworthy, and reliable; it has been tested in the lives of believers throughout the centuries, and has been shown to be constant, dependable, and unfailing.  Ps 12:6, 18:30; Pr 30:5

16) The second phrase in accordance with the teaching emphasizes the reality of Apostolic teaching of BD, which tradition had been given to Titus; Paul put the tradition of his teaching on equal footing with “the other Scriptures”.  2Pet 3:15-16

17) So Titus was to find men who were in compliance with the type of teaching that Paul and the other Apostles advocated; the message could not be faithful and reliable if it did not square with what Paul had taught.

18) This Apostolic tradition has been recorded for us in the epistles of the NT, and that now forms our tradition for what we believe, speak, and do. 2Th 3:6; Jd 3

19) This also forms a basis for our assertion that men are not to immediately assume the ministry, they must submit themselves to a sound ministry and humble themselves under the Timothy principle.  2Tim 2:2

20) He must sit under a sound teacher and demonstrate that he is loyal to all he has heard; he cannot set himself up as a qualified teacher unless someone, who has fulfilled the same requirements and proven himself faithful, is willing to lay hands on him.

21) Men who would not do this were disqualified, even as candidates for the office; Timothy and Titus did not act in disregard to these principles, they understood the consequences.  cp 1Tim 5:21-22

22) The next clause introduces the two reasons it is so necessary for the PT to hold fast to the BD he has learned; apart from a clear understanding of and loyalty to the teaching he has heard, he will not be able both to exhort…and to refute.

23) The first and primary portion of his ministry relates to his function toward those who are positive to the Truth, who desire to grow spiritually.

a) this category should be the kind he seeks and desires, and special instructions are given to adequately lead them

b) his ability to care for those sheep allotted to his charge is contingent upon a thorough understanding and grasp of the principles of BD

c) only the man who has devoted his life to understanding and teaching the “unfath-omable riches of Christ” (Eph 3:8) will be able to govern and teach those who are teachable

d) the PT must be aware that not all who come before him are enemies of the faith, but some sheep God has given him are committed to spiritual growth

24) This type of believer does not have to be driven into the ground, ordered around, bullied from the pulpit, or browbeaten; they merely need a good example to model the Word before them, a man who is committed to the truths of the Word of God.

25) Exhortation, in the proper sense, requires several things, without which the purpose will be lost or distorted:

a) authority – exhortation is different than encouragement, which is done on a personal level; authority is used to force the person to listen – Tit 2:15

b) patience – exhortation does not equal bullying, threatening, haranguing, or demanding instant alignment; it is accomplished slowly, by allowing God to work in the believer’s life in conjunction with the message – 1Tim 1:5; 2Tim 4:2

c) persistence – a single exhortation may have the desired effect, but more likely the individual will require several opportunities before the teaching sinks in; the PT cannot ‘give up’ on some sheep – 1Th 4:1

d) consistent, faithful attendance in Bible Class – exhortation cannot be accomplished on a hit-and-miss schedule, we must be present to have the correct attitude strengthened in our souls on a repeated basis – Heb 10:23-25

26) So the approach to these believers is to exhort and encourage them to apply the Truth they are hearing in Bible Class; the job of the PT is to teach this truth and call on      believers to take the teaching seriously and implement it in their lives.

27) To be completely realistic, this is all the PT can do anyway, since he cannot force people to do things, believe things, or grow spiritually, if they are not so inclined.

28) This is only accomplished in the sphere of sound doctrine, focusing on the overt act of teaching in such a way as is considered “healthy” (cp 3Jn 2); while not expressly stated, methods that do not qualify as healthy include:

a) boring the congregation with endless details and trivia that do not serve to explain the passage

b) not staying with the text, taking endless deviations and building Doctrines on Doctrines, which only distracts from the context of the verses at hand 

c) the incorporation of other disciplines or studies into the Word of God – psychology, mathematics, archeology, etc.

d) using ever-changing technical vocabulary that does nothing to explain the text, and forces the believer to constantly learn new vocabulary, which wastes their time

e) the advance of some other cause (social, religious, political, financial, etc.) other than the text 

f) using the pulpit to take revenge on those who have wronged him is not only unsound, it is an abuse of the PT’s authority – 2Tim 2:24

g) while he does have to address deviations from the Truth and those who espouse them, endless criticism of other men and ministries often becomes an attempt to build one’s righteousness on another’s unrighteousness (real or imagined)

29) Ultimately, any teaching is unsound if it does not explain the text of Scripture,          emphasizing their responsibility to strengthen the “inner man” (Eph 3:16), and encouraging them to apply the Royal Imperatives to the end.  1Tim 1:5, 18

30) The second reason he must cling to the faithful teaching of Scripture relates to his ability to function properly when confronted with opposition; this opposition will come, and in a variety of ways, from a variety of opponents – he must be able to deal with them all.

31) The verb antilegō is used 9x, and literally means “to speak against”, looking at consistent opposition and verbal denial; the Participle looks to someone who has adopted a position of trying to overthrow the teaching of a legitimate teacher.  cp Jn 19:12

32) The PT must “fight the good fight of the faith” (1Tim 6:12) according to the true trad-itions of the faith, as recorded in Scripture, in order to combat the fallacious (Seemingly genuine but actually false; deceitful, misleading, or deceptive) traditions of men, which do not profit believers spiritually.  Col 2:8, 23; 1Tim 6:20

33) In our context, it deals with those of an unhealthy mindset, promoting some form of heresy (an opinion contrary to the authorized teaching of the religious community to which one ostensibly belongs), who must be removed for the health of the flock.

a) heresy is to the Church what treason or sedition is to the State: a divisive force made treacherous because it begins within the organization and exploits lines of trust and authority

b) heresy does not refer to any simple doctrinal disagreement, but to something that undercuts the very basis for our faith – the nature of salvation and sanctification

34) The word elegchō means to expose one’s faults to them, in undeniable terms, thus revealing the reality of their sin; it may be done with privacy (Mt 18:15), publicly (Lk 3:19), with patience (2Tim 4:2), or severity and harshness, but it must be in absolute terms, not leaving any room for denial. Jn 16:8

35) So the manner in which one refutes those that contradict the Truth is by exposing their error for what it is, and seeking to convince them they are wrong; some who oppose the Truth do not want to be converted (cp 2Tim 4:14), but the PT must address all of them as if there were a chance to lead them to repentance.  2Tim 2:24-26

36) Like the church in Ephesus (Ac 20:29-30), these enemies can and often do rise from among the ranks of the LCh itself, when men seek to estrange a sheep from their shepherd, and create a following for themselves.

37) Those that oppose the Truth are to be dealt with in sound doctrine, and exposed for the danger they represent for the flock; there are no exceptions, and relative danger is not a factor – the rules are established, they either play by them or go home.

38) In our culture, and the Laodicean Church, the doctrine of relativism has been embraced, wherein no one questions what the truth actually is, but questions its validity and meaning related solely to themselves.

39) This is the politically correct belief that everyone has a right to their own opinion, teaching the absurd notion that every opinion is equally correct, and all opinions must be treated with respect.

40) We respond by pointing out that life (traffic, work, swimming, etc.) does not function with every participant creating their own rules, and neither does religion; the Bible is the Word of God, inerrant, infallible, and the only basis for faith and practice.

41) It was written by the Spirit of God (2Pet 1:20-21), is meant to be understood (as long as it is studied under the prescribed conditions), and is the final authority on all matters of human experience – whether it makes one feel good, bad, or otherwise.

42) If the PT candidate is himself unsure or unsteady in matters of the faith, how could he possibly lead others with the confidence that inspires application, or refute those who consider themselves wiser than Scripture?

43) While not mentioned in Titus, 1Tim 3:8-9 and Ac 6:3 make clear that deacons have many, but not all, of the same requirements placed upon them:

a) the adverb hosautōs means “likewise; in a similar manner; in the same way”, and looks back to the obligations faced by the PT

b) a compound of hōs and autōs, it has the idea of a very close similarity, which one thing has with another – cp Mk 12:21

c) so, similar to the PT, a deacon must be:

(1) a male – cp 1Tim 2:12

(2) one who has a good reputation in the LCh 

(3) consistently Spirit-filled 

(4) must aspire to the office (not forced into it) 

(5) dignified – commanding respect but also reflecting a seriousness of purpose, remaining levelheaded in a crisis, and demonstrating an absence of silliness

(6) one who speaks with sincerity and honesty – not two-faced or hypocritical, failing to practice what he enforces or pretending to be something he is not; not unreliable, not untrustworthy or false, not evasive or dishonest; he cannot say one thing to one person and something different to another; he cannot support a doctrine verbally, but contradict it in the presence of others 

(7) one who applies sufficient moderation in drinking so as not to distract from his witness and function – not a drunkard

(8) one who does not engage in dishonest business practices, who enjoys ill-gotten gain – not only can this bring disrepute on the LCh, but can also lead to bad decisions regarding church funds

(9) consistently holding to the Plan of God via BD, and must do so with a clear conscience – this requires some time under sound teaching, leading by example, regular attendance in Bible Class, and diligence with respect to the office

d) he must also adhere to the requirements regarding monogamous loyalty, maintaining discipline over his children, managing his household well, emotional stability, DGP, and self control; apart from being “able to teach” (1Tim 3:2), it is necessary that he imitate the PT to an even higher degree than those over whom he has authority

e) he must undergo a period of evaluation and testing to determine his fitness for the office – 1Tim 3:10

f) 1Tim 3:13 gives the promise for deacons who conduct themselves appropriately – recognition of proper function by those in the LCh (after time), and mental attitude confidence, under severe testing, opposition, resentment, etc.

Why This Ability is Necessary

Eivsi.n ga.r polloi. avnupo,taktoi( mataiolo,goi kai. frenapa,tai( ma,lista oi` evk th/j peritomh/j(
1:10 For there are many rebellious men, empty talkers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision, (exp con ga.r “for; because” + P I 3s eivmi, “there are” + N M P adj polu,j “many” + N M P adj avnupo,taktoj – anupotaktos “rebellious men” + N M P adj mataiolo,goj – mataiologos “empty talkers” + c.c. kai. “and” + N M P adj         frenapa,thj – phrenapatēs “liars/deceivers” + sup adv ma,lista – malista “above all;    especially” + N M P d.a. (rel pro) o` “the ones; those” + prep w/ Ab F S evk h` peritomh, – peritomē “out from the circumcision”)

ou]j dei/ evpistomi,zein( oi[tinej o[louj oi;kouj avnatre,pousin dida,skontej a] mh. dei/ aivscrou/ ke,rdouj ca,rinÅ
1:11 who must be silenced because they are upsetting whole families, teaching things they should not teach, for the sake of sordid gain. (N M P rel pro o[j “who” + P A I 3s dei/ “it is necessary” + P A If evpistomi,zw – epistomidzō “to silence” + N M P rel pro o[stij “whoever” + P A I 3p avnatre,pw – anatrepō (GT = avnatre,pousin) “are upsetting” + Ac M P adj & n o[loj oi=koj “whole houses/families” + P A P N M P  dida,skw “teaching” + Ac N P rel pro o[j “things which” + neg ptcl w/ P A I 3s mh. dei/ “it is not necessary; should not be” + G N S adj & n w/ prep aivscro,j ke,rdoj ca,rin – aischros kerdos charin “for the reason/sake of filthy/deformed/ugly gain/advantage/profit” )

1) These two verses are introduced by the conjunction gar – “for” or “because” – indicating they are linked closely with what preceded about the necessity of establishing qualified men to the ministry.

2) The presence of these false teachers on Crete was one of the major reasons Paul desired internal organization by adequately trained and qualified men; if a man had been instructed correctly, demonstrated personal integrity, and taught sound doctrine, he could counteract the effect these false teachers were having in the churches.

3) Crete, like most places in the Roman Empire, was crawling with those who promoted their own forms of error, contradicting the Truth; as Christianity began to take root in the Empire, these false teachers began to increase, both in number and effect.

4) The most effective long-term strategy for dealing with this infestation was to multiply the numbers of men who were committed to the Truth, and were equipped and able to stand against the rising tide of error.

5) So Titus was left on Crete to establish valid pastors, thus leaving the churches in the hands of capable men who could protect the sheep from the wolves; since the Church always faces false teachers, at any time in history, there must be legitimate leaders whose task it is, among other things, to expose the pretenders for what they are.

6) The real problem is that sheep often are not perceptive enough to sort out all the issues and can easily be taken captive by human viewpoint false teaching; con-men, spiritual and literal, usually know what appeals to the naïve, and how to manipulate them for their own personal gain.

7) This is the reason adjusted sheep recognize the voice of the shepherd God has placed over them, and do not listen to the voice of those who attack or deny his veracity; no matter how persuasive they might sound, if they dispute what the PT has proven from Scripture, they are evil and must be avoided.  Rom 16:17

8) The first step against these false teachers and their doctrines is the sound exposition of Scripture, equipping believers with the Truth, so they can recognize the errors when exposed to them.

9) The second corrective is for the PT to identify the enemy clearly to the sheep, since there are many rebellious men posing as teachers of sound doctrine; in our own time, there are several categories of false teachers seeking access to the sheep via television, books, radio, tapes, the Internet, etc.; for instance:

a) the basic fundamentalist community, which rejects many of the doctrines of the faith (salvation by grace, Rebound, etc.), but who pose as teachers of the Truth – Baptists, Assembly of God, Nazarenes, etc.

b) the Catholic Church, the whore that is drunk with the blood of the saints – Rev 17

c) the offspring of the whore, including Methodists, Episcopalians, Anglicans, Presbyterians, etc., who were offshoots of the R.C.C., but kept her doctrines

d) overt cults, including Moonies, Scientology, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormons, Church of Christ, Scientist, etc., who deny the Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ

e) ICE clones, who do not exegete for themselves, but parrot whatever “the Colonel” teaches, and only because he teaches it

f) pseudo-doctrinal types, who have spun off legitimate ICE churches, but have moved back to a fundamentalist, legalistic mentality

g) various para-church organizations, not sanctioned by Scripture, and operating outside its rules – the Salvation Army, Campus Crusades, Focus on the Family, Promise Keepers, television ministries, etc.

10) One very clear quality that these false teachers always manifest is being rebellious against God’s authorized and established system; that is, they will always betray themselves by their inability to submit to established church authorities – their arrogance is so great they cannot hide it.

11) Heresy is defined as false teaching that alters the basics of the faith, but false teaching will always be demonstrated in the actions of those who promote or live by it; a believer who is going or has gone negative will usually manifest this rebellion by an attack on the teaching of the pulpit, and eventually on the teacher himself.

12) Rebellion against duly established authorities in the LCh is a mark of one who is in rebellion against God, although most rebels will not admit this truth, being self-deceived and seeking to deceive others.  Rom 13:1-2

13) The attack may not be an all-out assault on everything that is taught, it often begins with the more subtle attack of questioning the PT’s motives, emphasis, education, pronunciation of words, etc.

14) Believers are consistently exhorted by Scripture to think through the teaching, evaluate it, and embrace the Truth (cp Ac 17:11); however, if sheep could sort out all the issues for themselves, there would be no need of a shepherd to protect/educate them.

15) Paul’s comment presumes that Titus was an honorable man, fulfilling the Will of God for his life to the best of his ability, positive himself, and teaching the Truth at the highest level possible.

16) When men like him are doing their job correctly, those that attack them betray what they truly are, antagonists to the Truth; if someone is not in agreement with a PT, they are standing against him.  Mt 12:30 

17) Although they generally hide their rebellion against God behind a façade of piety, love for other believers, and an ‘accurate’ understanding of God, they refuse to consider that he might be right and they might be wrong, being self-willed and negative.

18) Remember that false teachers and wolves do not present themselves before the flock and announce who they are and what their true intentions are; they are so twisted they will mask their real agenda with phony humility and correct-sounding, plausible words and arguments.

19) In fact, those who attempt to sway and capture you will undoubtedly talk in biblical terminology, using the very doctrinal vocabulary you know in order to deceive you; this is classified as vain/worthless speech, and they are empty talkers, since their supposed wisdom is anything but, and brings no benefit to believers.

20) This is a compound Greek word, from mataios – vain, empty, worthless, ineffectual – and logos – speech or word; they have a lot to say about various things, but their message is opposed to the true grace of God and lacks the power to truly advance believers, in spite of their endless rhetoric.  cp Col 2:20-23

21) They can come across as quite articulate and impressive, but their rejection of authority and other doctrines removes the power from their teaching (1Cor 2:4-5); basically, Paul is saying that these men may have a lot to say, may say it very well, and may deceive themselves and others, but their speech is just so much hot air.

22) People who would never question an engineer, doctor, or accountant think nothing of challenging the teaching of a properly trained PT, and promoting their understanding of ‘truth’ as experts, based solely on their desire to be seen as wise; thus, we have hundreds of opinions on worship, marriage, spirituality, etc., that sound good, but cannot stand up to Biblical scrutiny.

23) The third description applied to the many false teachers is phrenapatēs, a compound from “the mind” (as the seat of rational thought) and “deceive”; this points out that those who reject sound doctrine are mentally deceived themselves, and continue to use and further that deception toward those who will listen to them.

24) Thus, not only does their teaching fail to edify believers, it actively leads them further away from the Truth and the adjustments to the Justice of God; the only thing worse than no teaching is bad teaching.

25) Out of this mass of false teachers existing on Crete, Paul identifies the most notorious, the worst of the worst, as being Jewish; this raises the question of whether they were believers or not.

26) We recognize that unbelievers will be false teachers at all times of history (since they can be nothing else), but it is equally clear that the more insidious (watching for an opportunity to ensnare or entrap; deceitful, sly, treacherous) threat comes from those who are believers; sheep are more prone to give them an audience than to someone espousing Wicca, Satanism, or something directly opposed to Christianity.

27) The most dangerous form of false teacher is the one that has been exposed to the Truth, knows the language of BD, and can readily gain an audience among believers; they come on as though they are teaching and defending the Truth, when in fact they are undermining the faith, and deceiving the minds of those who listen to them.

28) Since we know there was a contingent of Jewish believers (former Pharisees) who promoted legalistic demands for both salvation and Ph2 sanctification, it is logical to presume these men were believers who were attacking Jews and Gentiles with demands to follow the restrictions of the Mosaic Law.  Ac 15:1, 5; Gal 1:6-7, 3:1-3

29) Anyone who adds any requirement other than faith in Christ has corrupted the true doctrine of salvation (Jn 15:3 cp Gal 2:21); further, this false doctrine destabilizes believers, and places doubt into their minds about the truth and security of their souls.

30) This is evidenced among denominations such as Nazarenes, Mennonites, and most Pentecostal groups (a.k.a. Armenians), who teach that the believer can lose their salvation by some sin; it is equally evident among Baptists, who constantly suggest one might not have actually been saved, after all.

31) Anyone who suggests that certain overt works are necessary for spiritual growth has denigrated (blackened a reputation) the power of the Word of God, the only true agent of growth.  Ac 20:32

32) Paul tells Titus that these men must be silenced, employing a Greek word that means “to put a bridle on a horse” (epistomidzō); thus, they are to be muzzled, preventing them from speaking, whether they ever change their minds or not.

33) Although Paul does not tell Titus how to shut these people up, he told Timothy (1Tim 1:3) to use his authority to do so; clearly, there was going to be some sort of public showdown, which would make it plain there were two conflicting systems operating on Crete, with Titus as the duly authorized representative of the Truth.

34) These men had come to Crete as experts, and were allowed to teach the churches from a position of authority; Paul is telling Titus that, after they were proven wrong and a legitimate PT was established, they were no longer to be allowed to speak publicly.

35) The construction holos oikos literally means “whole houses”, and could be a reference to the fact most churches met in homes at that time, meaning the false teachers had corrupted the entire LCh that met there; it is more likely this means whole families, although the impact on a LCh meeting in the house of this family cannot be ignored.

36) These false teachers had insinuated themselves into the LCh, befriending the head of a family, and then had dragged the entire household away from the Truth; the result is seen in the use of anatrepō, used in Jn 2:15 for violently knocking over a table.

37) Thus, upsetting here is to be taken as more than mere emotional discomfort, the entire structure of the family and their spiritual progress had been overturned, moving them away from the Truth, and making them as useful as an upside-down table.

38) This is why the head of the household must be doctrinally oriented, and not allow those under his authority to embrace anyone who denies BD as taught by his PT; either the father had become a casualty and taken his family with him, or someone else (wife or child) had convinced him to listen, and he had then been swayed.

39) The content of their teaching is declared to be things that are not necessary, emphasizing that rejection of sound doctrine had caused them to focus on trivialities, false doctrines, extra-biblical studies, legalistic demands, and other things that are not conducive to spiritual growth.  cp 1Tim 4:7a
40) While Paul has already informed us that these false teachers are arrogant and rebellious, he now says they are also motivated by a greedy desire for money; most deceivers (then and now) would quickly stop their attacks if it produced no profit for them.

41) While we recognize that the PT has every right to expect financial remuneration from those he teaches, these men were abusing this principle in order to line their own pockets, and selling worthless information at the same time.

42) Certainly, the ministry has seen large numbers of men who thought that teaching and ‘preaching’ was simply an easy way to make a living; since they were intellectually dishonest from the start, they had no qualms with taking advantage of gullible sheep (who had rejected portions of God’s Word, as well), and profited financially.

43) Recognize that these types, including many televangelists, put on such a convincing act of sincerity that they actually believe, to a certain degree, that they are sincere; many others are charlatans and hucksters, convincing their prey that they have only their best interests at heart, then mocking them once they are removed.

44) This includes other men with television ‘ministries’, who are doctrinally oriented to a large degree, but are still seeking to influence other men’s sheep inappropriately, and seek financial assistance in the process.

45) However, the major reason these teachers prosper is because of the negative volition, emotionalism, arrogance, etc., of their listeners; these people have rejected the necessity of face-to-face assembly under a sound teacher, the authority of the Word of God, the LCh, and any other doctrine they find unpleasant, or not as pleasant as what they can hear from their ilk.  cp 2Tim 3:6-7, 4:3-4

Cretan Character

ei=pe,n tij evx auvtw/n i;dioj auvtw/n profh,thj( Krh/tej avei. yeu/stai( kaka. qhri,a( gaste,rej avrgai,Å
1:12 One of themselves, a prophet of their own, said, “Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.” (N M S indef pro ti.j “a certain one” + prep w/ Ab M 3p pro evk auvto,j “ out from among them” + N M S profh,thj – prophētēs “a prophet” + N M S adj & n i;dioj auvto,j “of their own” + A A I 3s ei=pon “said” + N M P prop n Krh,j “Cretans” + adv avei. “always” + N M P yeu,sthj – pseustēs “liars” + N N P adj & n kako,j qhri,on – thērion “evil beasts” + N F P adj avrgo,j – argos “idle/inactive/lazy” + N F P gasth,r – gastēr “bellies/gluttons”)

h` marturi,a au[th evsti.n avlhqh,jÅ diV h]n aivti,an e;legce auvtou.j avpoto,mwj( i[na u`giai,nwsin evn th/| pi,stei(
1:13 This testimony is true. For this cause reprove them severely that they may be sound in the faith, (N F S w/d.a. h` marturi,a “the witness/testimony” + N F S dem pro ou-toj “this one” + P I 3s eivmi, “is” + N F S adj avlhqh,j – alēthēs “true” + prep w/ Ac F S rel pro & n dia, o[j aivti,a “because of this reason” + P A Ip 2s evle,gcw – elegchō            “reprove” + Ac M 3p pro auvto,j “them” + adv avpoto,mwj – apotomōs “shortly; severely” + sub con i[na “in order that” + P A S 3p u`giai,nw – hugiainō “they might be healthy/ sound” + prep w/ L F S (sph) evn h` pi,stij “in the faith”)

mh. prose,contej VIoudai?koi/j mu,qoij kai. evntolai/j avnqrw,pwn avpostrefome,nwn th.n avlh,qeianÅ
1:14 not paying attention to Jewish myths and commandments of men who turn away from the truth. (neg ptcl w/ P A P N M P mh. prose,cw – prosechō “not holding to; not paying attention” + D M P adj & n VIoudai?ko,j mu/qoj – muthos “to Jewish myths” + c.c. & D F P kai. evntolh, – entolē “and to commandments” + G M P a;nqrwpoj “of men” + P P P G M P avpostre,fw – apostrephō “being turned away from” + Ac F S w/d.a.       h` avlh,qeia “the truth”)

1) Paul now quotes from one of the ancient Cretan poets to document why the false teachers must be stopped: they were appealing to a particular area of the Cretan corporate STA grid.

2) It should be noted that the Bible does teach the existence of a racial STA character, or a generally appearing area of the Lust Grid; this is not racial prejudice, it merely recognizes that, as with other genetic similarities within a particular people, an area of the Lust Grid is common (but not universal) among them.  cp Jn 1:47

3) He quotes the ancient author Epimenedes, who lived ca. 550 BC, and was held in honor on Crete as a poet, prophet/oracle, and religious reformer.

4) Paul cites this quotation as from one of themselves, stressing this was no subjective, bigoted evaluation, but the words of one who was intimately associated with the Cretan people; he could willingly agree with the assessment, since he knew it to be true.

5) However, calling him a prophet of their own does not place him or his writings on the same level as the OT or NT prophets; the term prophētēs refers to one who speaks the message of God (or the gods).  cp 1Kin 18:19

6) Paul also quoted two other pagan philosophers, one Aratus (Ac 17:28) and one Menander (1Cor 15:33), but nowhere gives them the honor of even mentioning their names; in addition Jd 14 references the apocryphal book of Enoch, but nowhere gives that work the status of Scripture.

7) The Cretans revered Epimenedes as an oracle, Plato called him a “divinely inspired man”, and Plutarch called him “a man dear to the gods”; the fact this man, held in such high esteem by the people, would give this characterization, speaks to the well-known Cretan trends.

8) Thus, Paul could avoid the charge of racism, bias, or Jewish superiority by quoting one of their own number; this effectively put the Cretans on the defensive, since they must either call Epimenedes a liar, or agree with Paul it is true.

9) Additionally, if the Cretan that was respected above all others was a liar, what did that say about the common Cretan, who was certainly no better than he?

10) The Cretan propensity for lying was renowned, and they were so notorious that a new word, krētidzō, was coined to describe pathological lying; even worse, the Jewish     liars were using Cretans to spread their own new lies.

11) Lying is a sin common to mankind, and appears as early as, or earlier than, most others;  all men are guilty of it at one time or another, but not all men are habitual liars.

12) There can be no doubt, based on vs 11, that at least part of their motivation for lying and perverting the truth was monetary gain; those who want only to line their pockets with other people’s money have no compunction (unease of conscience; remorse with pity) about distorting the truth to suit their own evil ends.

13) Paul uses the adverb aei to denote the fact that Cretan character had not changed since Epimenedes wrote his evaluation, and he insists that Cretans were consistently, continually, perpetually, and incessantly liars.

14) Again, this is not racial or ethnic stereotyping, it is merely an objective judgment, based on observation, reputation, and experience; the Cretan false teachers could be trusted only to lie, and their listeners had a tendency to accept and promote lies.

15) The second indictment against Cretans is seen by the designation as evil beasts; this likens them to low-grade wild animals, the kind seen slinking and prowling around to take advantage of an easy prey.

16) In fact, another quote commonly attributed to Epimenides sarcastically noted that “the absence of wild beasts on the island was supplied by its human inhabitants”.

17) The third condemnation of the Cretans was their propensity to be lazy gluttons; this combines the two sins of greed for food and sloth, indicating they wanted maximum profit for minimum effort.  cp Pr 26:14-15

18) Principle: Beware of the desire to get ahead in life apart from hard work, whether mental or physical; certain blessings in life only come to those who diligently put forth the required effort.  Pr 10:4, 12:27

19) The word translated gluttons is the plural of gastēr, which is otherwise only used of a pregnant woman (cp 1Th 5:3); the idea is of a pregnant woman with a near full-term child, thus it pictures a swollen belly, distended from eating far too much food.

20) Paul makes it quite clear he is in total agreement with this judgment of Cretan character, and declares that the attitudes and behavior of the false teachers takes the common manifestation one step further: they not only sin for themselves, but convince others to do so as well, all while conning them out of their money.

21) We do note that Paul specifies this testimony is true, meaning that not all of what Epimenedes wrote should be considered as accurate, or Divine Viewpoint; this is further proof he was taking only what documented his position as worthwhile.

22) Since the Cretan false teachers were always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons, Titus is to mince no words when he reproves them; Paul emphatically encourages Titus to be very blunt in his exposure of these men, so as to shock the young churches into separating from those who espouse such non-Biblical teachings.

23) A distinction is seen in handling those who oppose sound teaching:

a) a new convert will have human viewpoint and may arrogantly presume to ‘correct’ the PT, but this category is to be handled with gentleness, leading to repentance – 2Tim 2:24

b) these men were already at work in established Christian communities, and therefore were to be treated with all due severity, to stop them and correct the errors they had spread

24) The word elegchō, as seen in vs 9, means to expose someone or something as inaccurate, sinful, dangerous, or harmful, and leaves no doubt as to the error of their ways; Titus was not instructed to seek a compromise, but to show that they were completely untrustworthy, and must be strictly avoided.

25) The method and weapon he was to use was the Word of God, as it is for the PT today; there was no cause for physical confrontation, verbal sparring, or public discourse with them, Titus was simply to teach the truth about them and their lies.

26) Because of their lack of integrity, the serious nature of their false teachings, and the lack of any likelihood they would repent, Paul employs the strong Greek adverb apotomōs, meaning abruptly, sharply, or severely.

27) The literal meaning is a precipitous decline, as in a sheer cliff, so the metaphoric use describes a sharp drop in civility, kindness, or patience; Titus must not take this lightly, he must take harsh steps to curtail their teaching and influence. cp Tit 3:10-11

28) While this is not a particularly enjoyable part of the ministry, it is necessary to protect the sheep from potentially lethal spiritual danger.

29) While the object of the verb, them, is most naturally understood to refer to the false teachers (who must be stopped whenever they sought an audience with the LCh or an individual member), it is also clear that public rebukes are necessary and appropriate to those who might even remotely consider their claims.

30) This is observed by the results that Paul contemplates and desires, when he concludes vs 13 with the intended purpose, that they may be sound in the faith; this clause is most naturally understood to refer to the churches, rather than the heretics.

31) Here, the faith refers to the object of our faith/trust, the body of apostolic Truth collected in the pages of the New Testament; it is God’s revealed Word, free from contamination and error, and considered normative and binding on all the churches.

32) In order to be sound, or healthy, in the faith, one must be in agreement and compliance with the teaching of that time, just as we must be with BD today;  this is the goal or purpose of reproving them harshly – not to prove we are right or to triumph over those who are wrong, but to bring people back to spiritual soundness.

33) Since Paul must have known what these erroneous teachings were, in order to effectively refute them, we see that the problem is not hearing or learning of them, but “holding them to” oneself (prosechō), or firmly embracing them as one’s own.

34) So Paul exposes two fundamental errors of the false teachers and their adherents, which cause them to be sick or unsound with respect to the faith.

35) The first deals with their fascination with Jewish myths, or fables of Jewish origin; the term muthos is always used in a disparaging (dishonored by comparison; belittled in speech) way, contrasting wildly fanciful stories, with no semblance of credibility, and the Truth.

a) these myths, not recorded in Scripture but the product of man’s imagination, included fables about God Himself, angels, the giving of the Law, Behemoth and Leviathan, even rolling the dead through the caverns of the earth at the Resurrection (!), and were received by tradition, among countless other subjects

b) while genealogies are not mentioned here, 1Tim 1:4 tells us a fascination with that subject, and its similar effect, was going on in Ephesus at roughly the same time

c) although we have little information regarding the content of these myths, we do know that Paul was dogmatically opposed to their introduction into the churches of his canon – 1Tim 4:7

d) according to 2Pet 1:16, they are in direct contrast to Scripture, having been “cleverly devised”, i.e. refined, corrected, and cunningly presented

36) Mythology was rampant in Greek and other pagan religious traditions, defying all logic and common sense, so the Cretans would have been exposed to wildly implausible stories about their gods from a very early age; when the Jewish liars came with their own tales regarding the Cretan’s new God, these young believers were easy targets for such ‘experts’.

37) Modern day myths, which are the end of believers that reject sound doctrine (2Tim 4:4), include such fantasies as: 

a) a believer can grow spiritually, apart from a properly functioning LCh

b) sheep can pick up their spiritual information from a multiplicity of teachers

c) doctrinal differences should be ignored in favor of similarities

d) women can be in the ministry

e) the KJV is a superior version, since it sounds more ‘holy’

f) sheep are smarter than their pastor, and can lead a LCh better

g) tapes are just as good as face-to-face

h) the fundies are also positive and we should embrace them

i) doctrinal knowledge is not as important as feeling good/satisfied with oneself

38) The second fatal flaw that kept them from being sound in the faith is the fact they devoted themselves to the commandments of men, meaning requirements not found in Scripture, but designed to promote religiosity through legalistic acts.  cp Col 2:20-22

39) Legalism is defined as the addition of commandments or restrictions to the Word of God, for salvation or Ph2 sanctification.  cp Gen 3:3

40) This is the same condemnation offered by Jesus in Mk 7:7-13, against the Pharisees; He quotes Isa 29:13 (LXX) indicating this problem has existed as long as there has been religion and religious viewpoint.

41) It is bad enough that people have rejected the Divine revelation and substituted human viewpoint for the Truth, but these people have substituted the worst kind of human stupidity as they embrace the teaching of those who turn away from the truth.

42) This refers to the various legalistic and ascetic rules that people attempt to add to the Word of God, subverting the believer’s freedom in Christ, and denying the reality of other verses that clearly refute their man-made ‘wisdom’.  cp Gal 3:2-3

43) During that time in history, a religious system known as Gnosticism was also beginning to make inroads into established churches, and it is indeed likely this infant form was addressed by Paul as well.

a) Gnosticism is a belief combining ideas from Greek philosophy, other pagan cultures, Oriental mysticism, and Christianity; for example, they taught that Jesus was indeed the Son of God, but not literal flesh, and appeared as a fully grown human

b) they taught salvation and spirituality through gnosis, or knowledge, of a higher caliber than those not within their ranks possessed

c) they claimed to have a superior form of knowledge, a superior relationship and a mystical understanding of the Lord that the ordinary believer could not access

d) they generally separated themselves from legitimate teachers, and sought to influence naïve believers against those teachers – cp 1Jn 2:19

e) they promoted a moralistic elitism, suggesting they were superior to other teachers; at the same time, they taught that morality and experiential righteousness were of no benefit, since the flesh was inherently evil and the mind always pure

f) this was a mystical understanding of the Lord belonging only to the elite, an esoteric knowledge that current teachers could not provide

44) Paul’s use of the Present Passive Participle of apostrephō indicates:

a) they were continually functioning in this manner

b) an outside force affected their souls, namely their negative volition coupled with the false doctrine

c) this was their identifying characteristic, being turned away from the truth
45) The truth here is a synonym for the faith, meaning what we believe and accept as absolute Truth; these men were in direct opposition to the apostolic teaching that was the standard for faith and practice.

46) Similarly, there are men today that have rejected substantial portions of the faith, which they at one time embraced, who claim to be leading believers to maturity; these lying, evil beasts are to be strictly avoided, and at all costs.

Purity and Defilement

pa,nta kaqara. toi/j kaqaroi/j\ toi/j de. memiamme,noij kai. avpi,stoij ouvde.n kaqaro,n( avlla. memi,antai auvtw/n kai. o` nou/j kai. h` sunei,dhsijÅ
1:15 To the pure, all things are pure; but to those who are defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both their mind and their conscience are defiled. (N N P adj pa/j “all things” supply “are” + N N P adj kaqaro,j – katharos “clean/undefiled; pure” +     D M P w/d.a. o` kaqaro,j “to/for the pure ones” + weak adv de. “but” + Pf P P D M P adj w/d.a. o` miai,nw – miainō  “to the ones/those having been defiled” + c.c. & D M P kai. a;pistoj “and unbelieving” + N N S card adj ouvdei,j “nothing” supply “is” + N N S adj kaqaro,j “clean” + str adv avlla. “but rather” + c.c. (correl) kai. “both” + N M S w/d.a. o` nou/j – nous “the mind” + c.c. (correl) & N F S w/d.a. kai. h` sunei,dhsij – suneidēsis “and the conscience” + G M 3p pro auvto,j “their” + Pf P I 3s miai,nw “has been defiled”)

1) Vs 15 must be interpreted in the context of vss 10f, dealing explicitly with false teachers who were promoting a distinctly Jewish form of theology; they were espousing a form of doctrine that was unhealthy or unsound, mainly Jewish myths and the traditions of men.

2) To thoroughly understand what Paul has in mind, we should first review and appreciate the historical situation at the time of writing.

a) from a study of Acts, it is evident that Jewish believers were the vast majority of the Jerusalem LCh, generally led by Peter and the other Apostles, with James, the half-brother of Jesus, as the PT – Ac 12:17; Gal 1:19

b) from its very inception, the Church came under frequent attacks by the orthodox religious leaders of Israel – cp Ac 4:1f, 5:17f, 6:9f, et al
c) their contention was that this new Sect of the Nazarene (Ac 24:5) was not only  un-Jewish, it was something to be feared and exterminated – cp Ac 5:28

d) ironically, there were dozens of different sects and versions of ‘official’ Judaism, but it was only the Nazarenes they would authorize Saul to pursue into foreign lands, in order to capture and return those who followed it – Ac 8:1f, 9:1f

e) believers like Stephen responded to their attackers by proving from Scripture that the purpose of the OT record was not to result in formal Judaism, but to point to Christ, the substance of true Judaism – Ac 7

f) it cannot be overemphasized that formal Judaism of that time in no way embraced the faith of the Church, clearly demonstrating that their form of worship was incompatible with the Christian faith

g) this was in large part because Christians refused to be bound by their quasi-religious code, the traditions of the elders; therefore, to orthodox Jews of the first century, Christians were non-conformists who were to be rejected

h) these traditions of the elders were the result of confusing ceremonial defilement (physical situations that portrayed spiritual ones) and spiritual defilement, produced only by sin

i) when Gentiles began to be admitted into the Church, certain Jewish believers began to resist, considering Christianity a purely Jewish phenomenon – cp Ac 11:2-3

j) it is also clear that even Peter, who had been given a vision from the Lord and sent to Cornelius (Ac 10), was having some difficulty with the concept of Gentile equality as Christians, although he defended his actions based on the Lord’s direction – Ac 11:4-18

k) this requirement, converting Gentile Christians into Jewish ones, continued to be demanded by the hardcore Jewish believers, especially those that had converted from the sect of the Pharisees; this resulted in the Jerusalem conference, which addressed the role of Judaism in the Christian faith – Ac 15:1-29

l) the Church leadership demonstrated and dogmatically proclaimed that Jewish practices were to have nothing to do with Gentile sanctification, Ph1 or Ph2
m) the Apostle Paul, while recognizing the blessings that had been bestowed on the Jews, and very confident in his own Jewish roots, recognized that Jewish religious practices did not provide salvation or spiritual advance – Rom 10:1-4

n) however, a segment of the recalcitrant (stubbornly opposed even when proven wrong) Jews continued to promote a synthesis of Judaism and Christianity; these were commonly known as Judaizers, who followed Paul around the Empire, attacking the churches he had founded with their heresy

o) they continued to insist on the observance of Jewish practices, either to gain salvation or to advance spirituality and growth – cp Gal 4:10

3) These false teachers admitted that one was saved by faith in Christ, but demanded observance of the legal and ceremonial code to ‘finish’ the job of salvation, and to assure a sound Christian lifestyle.

4) The reality we continue to profess is that one cannot enter a perfect relationship with God through overt practices, rituals, sacrifices, etc., since a perfect God can only have fellowship with that which is also perfect.  Gal 3:10; Js 2:10-11

5) The Mosaic Law was never designed to describe the way to achieve a relationship with the Righteous God, it was designed to show man he could not hope to attain to perfect Righteousness (+R), forcing him to rely on grace, instead.  Gal 3:21-24

6) When one believes in Christ, he is truly and completely cleansed from his sins, and pronounced clean by God.  Jn 13:10-11, 15:3

7) Therefore, the clean or pure in our verse are believers, who have had their hearts cleansed by faith; this is further evidenced by the contrast to the unbelieving.  Tit 3:5

8) Believers who understand this will not engage in legalistic attempts to gain or maintain the favor of God by meticulous observance of external commandments; the +R acts they perform will be based on a desire to fulfill God’s Will, not develop legalistic holiness before Him.  Gal 3:3

9) Jesus Himself plainly taught that a man is not spiritually defiled by what he touches, or what he eats/consumes; he is defiled spiritually when he engages the Sin Nature and commits any mental, overt, or verbal sins.  Mk 7:14-23

10) Paul’s conclusion is found in Col 2:16-17, where he commands believers to reject those that attempt to place restrictions upon them that have nothing to do with the realities of Christianity.

a) we are not to let people judge us with respect to what we eat or drink; food has no spiritual effect, if you want to eat it, give thanks to God and eat it – 1Tim 4:3-4

b) we do not allow people to condemn us for observance or avoidance of holidays, we have the freedom in Christ to celebrate them if we wish, or avoid them if we wish – Rom 14:5-6, 10

c) legalists have placed restrictions on every area of the believer’s life, from alcohol to vocabulary, with the suggestion (if not outright assertion) that one will be a ‘better believer’ by avoiding these things, but Scripture nowhere supports their logic, and denies it in other areas of life – God is not inconsistent, as is the legalist

d) certain restrictions are placed on believers, but these are clearly explained in Scripture; the testimony of Scripture regarding non-essentials is Gal 5:1 “It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.” 

11) Attempting to do things or abstain from things not clearly commanded in the Bible, as an effort to please God, leads to human viewpoint bondage, since a man must decide he knows better than God how to function appropriately; our ability to please Him comes from resident BD, the Filling of the HS, and application of doctrinal principles.

12) So, for a believer who remains pure (FHS and consistently applying), all things are pure; this word (katharos) means free from dirt or defilement, appropriate for use, or, spiritually, lawful and un-sinful.  cp Jn 13:10; Rom 14:20

13) The phrase all things refers to anything in life towards which one may carry some mental attitude or another; in other words, anything not specifically condemned or approved by the Word.  Rom 14:14

14) It should be obvious, but we will stress that this is not a license to engage in illicit activities, clearly condemned by the Bible; this verse is not dealing with moral issues of purity, it is dealing with ritual and ceremonial issues of worship and the CWL.

15) The idea that a believer may engage in any act, verbalize any form of speech, or think about anything, and still remain pure involves lifting this verse from its context, and misinterpreting it so it becomes meaningless and obviously false.

16) We are commanded to flee from lusts, which are mental attitude desires opposing that which we are to pursue (also mental attitudes); overt acts can do nothing to combat these problems, it only masks them like a wound behind a filthy bandage.  2Tim 2:22

17) Neither does it promote exoneration based on self-evaluation, as if something is only impure/defiled if one considers it so; this is known as moral relativism, meaning that each person decides what is right and wrong, and only for themselves.  1Cor 4:4

18) Legalism and overt acts of piety can do nothing to produce genuine emotional affection (love), since it looks down on those less ‘righteous’ and produces fear of failure in its adherents, yet love is the very goal of our efforts in BD.  1Tim 1:5

19) Eph 5:26 shows that the believer is made positionally pure at the point of salvation, using the cognate verb katharidzō, but our verse looks past salvation to deal with the inner reality that exists in the positive believer in time.

20) They are clean in the sense that they have received the cleansing of salvation, and continue to maintain that status via the isolation of the Sin Nature, thus abiding in Christ, and via the pursuit of the Truth.

21) To reiterate, we recognize that pleasing God is the result of following His rules regarding Rebound, resisting the STA, and pursuing the intake and application of BD; it is not the result of being bound by man-made, legalistic obligations and restrictions.

22) This internal reality for the adjusted believer is now contrasted with the inner reality of those that are maladjusted to God and the principles of grace; their attempts to please Him via various rituals and observances actually renders them as defiled.

23) The verb form of miainō is the Perfect Passive Participle, meaning the identifying characteristic of these people is that they have allowed an outside force to put them in this condition in the past, and continue in that condition to the present.

24) The outside force is the rejection of sound teaching, rejecting the principle of grace for salvation and sanctification, substituting human works of the flesh; the individual who does this will suffer inevitable erosion of his thinking, and the Truth they had will become corrupted.  Mt 13:11-12

25) They are further described as apistos, meaning they do not live their lives according to the faith, having rejected salvation and spirituality by grace, instead embracing their own ideas of what is important for the CWL.

26) Paul then takes up the OT understanding that a defiled person, who was ceremonially unclean, defiles anything with which he comes into contact.  Hag 2:11-14

27) Therefore, by seeking to please God through denial of the very things God has pronounced clean, the legalist demonstrates he himself is polluted spiritually; this corruption will inevitably affect anyone who maintains contact with them.  1Cor 15:33

28) Scripture recognizes that the distinction of purity and impurity is not in the object itself, but in the attitude of the one who uses them; for example, Samson was blessed for touching a part of a donkey’s carcass, in direct violation of Lev 11:8.  Jdg 15:15

29) The ironic thing about their legalistic approach to God is that they are so focused on their external conduct and purity that they fail to recognize their internal pollution, and thus their external condition actually worsens.  Mt 23:25-26

30) For these legalists, even the enjoyment of legitimate pleasures becomes sinful, since they cannot eat, drink, dance, or participate in any form of entertainment without a guilty conscience; additionally, this then leads to further acts of legalism, in order to remove the ‘stain’ of what is sinful by their standard.

31) Thus, both their mind and their conscience are defiled, pointing to the real source of their problems and false teaching; they operate on a level of thinking out of line with the Word of God, exchanging the true norms and standards of BD for the faulty standards of legalism.

32) The mind (nous) refers to the seat of intellectual thought, the mental faculty of perceiving and understanding, emphasizing the entire thinking process (cp 1Cor 14:14-19); when one comes under the delusion that salvation or spirituality is achieved by external systems of rules, his thinking is clearly defective.  Col 2:22

33) Their conscience is further defiled as they recognize they are not as perfect as they claim, and engage in self-deception to pretend they are; not only do they base +R on faulty standards, they derive more faulty standards to overcome their failures:

a) many simply pretend their sins are not really sins, as in the case of MAS (anger, fear/worry, lust/envy/greed, idolatry, etc.) – Mt 5:21, 28, 10:28; 1Pet 3:14

b) some impose their own relativity to the severity of sins, thus believing their sins are not bad enough to warrant God’s displeasure, but cp Pr 6:16-19

c) still others figure that since there are so many people who are worse sinners than they, God is certainly pleased by their own high level of morality  – Lk 18:10-14

d) some individuals and denominations demand recovery from failures via legalistic acts of ‘repentance’, such as public confession, giving, feeling sorry for their sins, promising not to sin again, etc., which do nothing to remove the original sin, and actually add to it (the actions are performed under the energy of the flesh)

34) A good conscience is one that has been programmed with a Biblical set of standards, norms, and concepts of right and wrong, which has been cleansed from dead works, and functions according to the grace principles of BD.  Heb 5:14, 9:14

35) By steadfastly maintaining this standard, through the years, tests, and inevitable pressure of the Angelic conflict, the believer can be assured of a good conscience at the Bema; for those who abandon it, the rejection of sound doctrine and refusal to maintain a good conscience leads to spiritual shipwreck.  1Tim 1:18-19

36) Thus, for the one who rejects the teaching of Scripture as the only basis for spirituality and Ph2 sanctification, there is no legal act, restriction (food or otherwise), or additional requirement that can cleanse him; this is only accomplished via grace.  1Jn 1:9

The Value of a False Teacher

qeo.n o`mologou/sin eivde,nai( toi/j de. e;rgoij avrnou/ntai( bdeluktoi. o;ntej kai. avpeiqei/j kai. pro.j pa/n e;rgon avgaqo.n avdo,kimoiÅ
1:16 They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him, being detestable and disobedient, and worthless for any good deed. (P A I 3p o`mologe,w – homologeō “they agree/profess” + Pf A If oi=da (GT = eivde,nai) “to know from experience” + Ac M S qeo,j “God” + weak adv de. “but” + I N P w/d.a. o` e;rgon “by means of the works” + P D I 3p avrne,omai “they deny him/it” + P P N M P eivmi, (GT = o;ntej) “being” + N M P       bdelukto,j – bdeluktos (h.l.) “abominable/detestable” + c.c. & N M P kai. avpeiqh,j – apeithēs “and disobedient” + c.c. kai. “and” + N M P adj avdo,kimoj – adokimos             “disqualified/rejected/worthless” + prep w/ Ac N S adj & n & adj pro.j pa/j e;rgon avgaqo,j “to/for every good work/deed”)

1) Paul continues to describe the false teachers on Crete, in very dramatic, graphic, and unambiguous terms; these men were in the very process of harming Paul’s beloved children, and therefore deserved no generosity or kindness.

2) While not expressed in the English translations, this verse begins with God emphatically forward in the sentence; this Greek construction places great weight and importance on the word that is otherwise out of order.

3) That is to say, the major fault Paul finds with these men is that it is God they profess to know, when in reality He is the last thing about which they are properly informed.

4) As stated previously, Paul nowhere gives these men the honor of identifying them by name or party, but we are aware that many legalistic Jews continued to promote their teachings on ceremonial and ritual cleanliness among the Gentiles.  cp Gal 6:13

5) Again we note, the most dangerous and insidious threat to the believer comes from those who are believers themselves, who know the lingo and some basic principles, and can thereby gain an audience with the naïve believer, and keep teaching their lies.

6) When they claim to know God, they are suggesting that they have a deeper and more intimate relationship with Him, because they observe the rules and regulations they seek to impose on others. 

7) This word (oida) refers to knowledge gained through personal experience, contact, or recognition; it is actually the Perfect stem of eidō – “to see”, meaning the person has directly witnessed the cause and effect of this knowledge, and gained wisdom from it.

8) The Present Active Indicative translated they profess means they continually make public assertions that they possess a higher knowledge of God than was available through Paul, Titus, and other adjusted teachers.

9) This term is the translation of homologeō, meaning literally “to say the same thing”, thus to agree, acknowledge, or declare something to be true (cp 1Jn 1:9); it focuses on their emphatic verbal declarations of spiritual standing before God.

10) Here it is used to contrast their verbal affirmations of spiritual insight with their overt practices, which effectively deny the truth of their professions; they might boast in their own wisdom, but how do their actions demonstrate it?  cp Lk 6:46 “And why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say?”
11) This is the same word (arneomai) used of Peter’s denials of Jesus at His trial (cp Mk 14:68, 70), and means to disown, disclaim, or publicly renounce any affiliation with someone; the hypocrisy of these men is truly astounding, they claim a higher knowledge of God and relationship with Him, and yet their works prove they have no on-going relationship with Him at all.

12) Principle: It is a regular and consistent feature of those who reject sound doctrine and substitute human viewpoint to make loud and long declarations of intense love for,  and intimate knowledge of, the Lord.

13) These people are never content to keep their stupidity and self-deception to themselves, they feel compelled to drag others down to their level; this may be an attempt to prove themselves right, to ‘help’ the non-legalist, to profit in some way, or simply because they are seeking to corrupt the Truth.  2Tim 3:13 “But evil men and impostors will proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.”
14) One must remember that these words are coming from men who continually “turn away from the truth”, and who are “defiled and unbelieving” (vss 14-15); they have become “seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron” (2Tim 4:2), and have no hesitation in destroying other believers just to promote their own agenda.

15) Paul now moves to the proof of their sickly and distorted spiritual lives, contrasting  the DGP commanded of all believers, and the evil works in which they actually participate; these works demonstrate the inconsistency of their verbal boasts of godliness.

16) While religious reversionists will happily tell great stories of their devotion and superior insight into the Plan of God, one does not have to be deceived or deluded by their vain speech: the simple fact is that if they operate outside the revealed will of God by contradicting Scripture, they fall into this same category.

17) One of the most treacherous types of false teachers is the believer that has made the mental decision to go negative, but has not yet manifested his true colors; he can continue to influence otherwise healthy believers, planting seeds of doubt and his own form of leaven into their souls, until they agree with him and also leave.

18) Jesus plainly warned of false teachers of this ilk, and gave clear instruction on how to evaluate those who allege to be teachers of the Truth – one must simply observe their deeds.  Mt 7:15-20

19) While overt actions are specifically in view in our verse, one must also recognize that Mental Attitude denial is equally offensive to God, and must be identified and avoided in the believer’s life.

a) worry denies God’s sovereignty and provision – Mt 6:25f

b) failure to forgive, completely, denies that you need forgiveness from God, and are thus no better than the one against whom you hold a grudge– Mk 11:25

c) anger denies God’s position as the ultimate Judge, determining you know better than He, and opens the door to perpetuated sin – Eph 4:26

d) covetousness/greed denies that God has provided you with all you need, thus elevating the object of desire to a higher value than God – Col 3:5

e) guilt denies God’s gracious forgiveness, placing on ourselves additional requirements to restore a relationship with Him – Js 2:10-13

20) One very clear evidence of those in opposition to God and His Plan, all their smooth words notwithstanding, is the fact they will begin to attack, first the teachings of an adjusted PT, and then the PT himself.

21) Any doctrines that inhibit the display of their negative volition must be disregarded, and the man who presented them must be ignored or dishonored.

22) Important doctrines such as the LCh, the PT, the canon, the Timothy principle, authority, separation, confession, etc., will be eliminated or modified, and they will substitute legalism, human viewpoint, other ‘experts’, and outright false doctrines.

23) This shows the importance of remaining intellectually honest, expressing questions/ concerns to an established spiritual authority (and accepting their response), and evaluating everything in light of the clear teachings of the Word of God; only then will the believer be able to identify and resist these rebels.

24) Believers in the last days must be doubly on guard, knowing that the general direction of the Church at that time will be away from God and advanced BD.  Rev 3:14f

25) Finally, Paul describes the status of these liars with three adjectives that depict their true spiritual condition; these exceedingly sharp terms are designed to contrast the smooth, urbane (civlized, polite, refined) manner in which they present themselves to “the unsuspecting”.  Rom 16:17-18

26) The Present Participle of eimi governs each of these adjectives, meaning this is not an isolated case, or that these teachers might be detestable but not disobedient; all these characteristics are fully manifested at the same time, and continually so.

27) The first term is bdeluktos, used only here in the NT, which has the idea of something abominable, detestable, nauseating, or disgusting; their legalistic approach that rejects grace is so offensive to God that a word related to bdelugma, used of the “abomination of desolation” (Mt 24:15 – Antichrist) is used.

28) These men certainly fit the description of Lk 16:15, and are continually disgusting to God.  “And He said to them, "You are those who justify yourselves in the sight of men, but God knows your hearts; for that which is highly esteemed among men is detestable in the sight of God.”
29) It is ironic that these men, who find filth and immorality everywhere and in everyone (except themselves), are actually the truly disgusting people God abhors.

30) The second term (apeithēs) explains one reason they are so disgusting, they refuse to be persuaded or governed by a duly constituted authority; as they reject the various aspects of grace (Ph1 and Ph2), they become disobedient to the doctrines and authorities that God has placed over them.

31) Scripture makes it very clear that God’s Word has ultimate authority over each and every believer, so we will make no apologies for this fact; those who claim a desire to please God must humble themselves to do so according to His Will, not their own.

32) Thus, another very obvious characteristic of false teachers is that they reject and distort the Truth in order to set themselves up as the final authority; they discard and falsify the teaching of any sound teacher that conflicts with their own ideas, and superimpose their own standards on the Bible.

33) Here is more irony – they are so anxious to set up their own system of “commandments of men” that they become disobedient to God; certainly, we are to avoid violating established societal norms if it would cause offense, but if we must choose one or the other, which makes the most sense?  cp Gal 1:10

34) The final clause describes the ultimate result of all false doctrines, namely, that it renders those that promote and embrace them as worthless for any good deed; they are supposedly so eager to adhere to the strictest standards of righteousness that they wind up being totally unrighteous.

35) The word adokimos refers to something tested for accuracy, value, or usefulness; the purpose for the test is to determine whether it meets the established standards and   requirements, but this object has failed that test.

36) It was used extra-biblically for:

a) a counterfeit coin that was below standard weight

b) a cowardly soldier who failed in battle

c) a candidate rejected for public office – the citizens considered him useless

d) a building stone considered inferior, which was then marked with an “A” (from adokimos) and thrown aside as unfit for a place in the building

37) A very strong construction here uses the preposition pros for “face-to-face” with “every good work”; even when directly encountered with an easy and obvious opportunity to fulfill God’s Will, they are unable to complete it, being self-disqualified.

38) Because these men have rejected the standards of true +R, they have rendered themselves consistently unclean, and are thus unable to perform any act of Divine Good Production (DGP); their repudiation of authority and promotion of ‘higher’ standards than God’s own makes them useless for his Plan.

39) As will become evident throughout this letter, Paul’s emphasis is that sound/healthy doctrine results in believers who consistently engage in DGP; correct theology and application are inseparably intertwined in the positive believer’s life.

40) We must also recognize that it is hypocritical and inconsistent to deny or disagree with the teachings of BD as presented by a sound teacher, and then praise that teacher for “the good things they do”.

41) This is merely another form of attack, saying “If you like Pastor ________, fine, he’s a very good teacher, I just find _________ to be more balanced/informative/accurate/    entertaining/etc.” which implies that you are not as astute as is the false teacher.

42) So Paul concludes here with the sharpest distinction between the works of those that promote legalism and false doctrine, based on human ideas, and what God desires as good works; he will discuss the latter in 2:1-3:11.

End Titus Chapter One
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