An Introduction to Titus

I. Titus is one of the three New Testament epistles commonly referred to as the Pastoral Epistles, 1st and 2nd Timothy being the other two.

A) They were originally regarded as mere personal letters and were classified with Philemon; soon, because of their emphasis on the life and function of a Local Church (LCh), they gained a more accurate classification.

B) Timothy and Titus were apostolic assistants and trouble shooters, who functioned under the authority of Paul as temporary Pastor-Teachers; they also delivered messages and returned to check in with Local Churches in Paul’s canon, acting as his eyes and ears when he could not be present.  cp 1Th 3:2; 2Tim 4:10

C) Though addressed to individuals, these books are not limited to personal and private communications, but are actually quite official in character, containing instructions, advice, and commands on the proper function of the church.

D) They contain written instructions about methods and procedures dealing with church government, policies, and practice, on a corporate and individual level, all of which were to be incorporated into each LCh they established or taught.

E) It is probable that many of these instructions had previously been given orally, and the epistles were designed to confirm in writing what the men had already been told; it is also God’s provision for the Church, since without these books, we would have to rely on tradition for church governance.

F) The letters would also validate their legitimate function as an authority, should they be questioned about their credentials; they had the authorization and instructions of an Apostle to prove they were acting appropriately. 1Tim 2:12 cp Rev 2:20

G) A third benefit (for them and us) is the challenge to implement the directives as God’s Will recorded through Paul; they could not pretend they didn’t know.  cp 2Tim 4:1-2; Tit 1:5

II. Authorship

A) There are two forms of evidence to consider for determining authorship, internal and external:

1) Pauline authorship of the Pastoral Epistles was virtually undisputed until the modern period, and wasn’t seriously questioned until about 150 years ago

2) external evidence is as strong as that for any other Pauline epistle, with the possible exception of 1Corinthians and Romans

3) it was declared to be authentic by Tertullian (ca. 175), Eusebius (ca. 330), Cyril of Jerusalem (ca. 350), and Augustine (ca. 400)

4) it is cited by Clement of Rome (95-97), Iranaeus (ca. 160), and Origen (ca. 250)

5) it is listed in all the earliest canons, or lists of recognized books of the Bible, including the Muratorian, ca. 170 AD

B) With the advent of revisionist ‘Higher Criticism’ around 1850, considerable debate concerning its authenticity arose, based on historical, ecclesiastical, doctrinal, and linguistic questions, none of which are sufficient to overturn the external evidence of Pauline authorship.

1) historical concerns center on the interpreter’s inability to reconcile the events in the Pastoral Epistles with the narrative of Acts

a) there is no mention of any visit to Crete, and Acts ends with Paul in prison, from which 2Tim 4:6 indicates he never left 

b) these interpreters fail to recognize that there were two separate impris-onments, with a period of further evangelism sandwiched between them (62-67 AD)

2) some argue that the ecclesiastical situation described in the Pastorals is too developed to belong to the early Church

a) they argue Paul was not interested in such matters as Church organization, since the references to pastors and deacons are not listed in his other letters

b) their position is greatly weakened by the fact Paul was clearly engaged in establishing church governments as early as the first missionary journey of 49 AD – Ac 14:23

c) further, Paul gave explicit instructions to the Ephesian “elders” (Ac 20:17-38), and greeted the “overseers and deacons” in Philippi, a church he established in 51 AD – Phi 1:1

d) finally, these letters express what we would expect: the fact Paul was concerned that sound doctrinal teaching and order would be preserved after his departure

3) doctrinal objections arise because many of the great doctrines Paul taught, such as righteousness by faith, the Fatherhood of God, the Indwelling of the Holy Spirit, etc. are missing

a) first, it is not possible to give much weight to this objection, since one cannot be expected to teach every doctrine in every letter

b) second, it is readily expected these men would not need such teaching, since they were his close associates, and well-acquainted with these truths

c) third, the purpose for the letters was specifically instruction on LCh govern-ment, so the argument loses force by simple context

4) linguistic objections focus primarily on the vocabulary and style found in Titus

a) it is a fact there are more hapax legomena per verse in the Pastorals than in any other book (e.g. apseudēs, epidiortoō, orgilos, etc.), but all these words are attested from 50 AD, and could easily have been known and used by Paul

b) the focus of the Pastorals is different from letters to congregations, accounting for many of these different words

c) while arguments based on style may have some merit, the simple fact is that the letters do indeed bear similarity to Paul’s writing style, but they are too brief for statistical analysis, especially given the complex nature of Paul

C) A short list of internal evidence includes the facts:

1) the opening salutation directly attributes the writing to Paul – cp Rom 1:1; 1Cor 1:1; 2Cor 1:1, et al
2) the early statement about being entrusted with the Gospel is consistent with statements such as Gal 2:7, 1Th 2:4, and 1Tim 1:11

3) the emphasis on good works/deeds for those who have believed is also consistent with what Paul emphasizes in Eph 2:10, 1Tim 2:10, and 6:18

4) respect for and obedience to the Establishment Chain of Command conforms to what Paul expressed in Rom 13:1f

5) the exhortations for slaves are nearly identical to what we observe in Paul’s other writings – cp Eph 6:5; Col 3:22; 1Tim 6:1

D) While various solutions have been suggested, the evidence confirms that Paul was the human author of all three letters.

1) some have proposed that Timothy and Titus edited the material, and published it in its present form after Paul’s death, but there can be little motive for such actions

2) the “Later Paulinist” theory says a later scholar desired to represent Paul in his day, took several fragments of his letters, and developed church government, but this has many problems, such as lack of anything resembling proof

3) the correct view recognizes Paul as the author, and is supported by the salutations, and the strong external evidence of the early Church

III. Place and Date

A) Admittedly, the chronology of the closing years of Paul’s life is somewhat obscure, but we can place his execution in spring of 68 AD.

B) From the chronology of Acts, we can clearly place his first Roman imprisonment between 60-62 AD.

C) It was at that time the Prison Epistles were written, namely,  Ephesians, Colossians, Philemon, and Philippians.

D) From a careful study of Philippians, written in 62 AD, just before his release, it is evident Paul expected to be released, a markedly different tone than in 2Timothy, his last book.  Phi 1:19, 24-25, 2:23-24

E) Therefore, the interpreter is forced to conclude that there were two imprisonments, one lasting for about two years (Ac 28:30), and another that lasted less than a year, and ended with the beheading of Paul in 68 AD.

F) While it is impossible to give a perfect chronological account of Paul’s activities during these five years, we can document a number of things he did.

1) because Paul was a Roman citizen, and the Jews’ charges were not sufficient to bring about any kind of guilty verdict, he was released from prison in 62 AD

2) the first segment of his ministry was in the regions east of Rome, from Mar 62 to spring of 64; during this time, he visited Ephesus and left Timothy to set that church in order – 1Tim 1:3

3) he then traveled to Macedonia, and wrote the first letter to Timothy from there, in the Fall of 62

4) based on tradition, the second segment of the ministry was conducted in Spain, from spring, 64 to spring, 66; the letter of Clement of Rome to the Corinthians (5:7) in 96 AD confirms that Paul did realize his dream of evangelizing Spain – cp Rom 15:24, 28

5) the third segment was again to the east of Rome, and he appears to have been on Crete in the spring of 66, leaving Titus to organize the churches that he had established on the island

6) after several months, he wrote to inform him he was spending the winter in Nicopolis, sending someone to relive Titus, and instructed him to join him, which we conclude he did – Tit 3:12

7) after that, he and Titus ministered in Macedonia, Greece, and Asia Minor until the fall of 67, visiting Corinth, Miletus, and Troas – 2Tim 4:13, 20-21

8) Paul was evidently arrested in one of these cities, sent to Rome for a brief trial, and cast into prison to await his fate

9) during this time, he wrote 2Timothy to inform him the end was near

10) Since Nero returned to Rome in January of 68, and committed suicide in June of the same year, we conclude Paul was beheaded some time in spring of 68 AD.

G) While the place of writing is not specified, it is logical to presume Paul was on his way to Nicopolis, in the northwestern part of Greece, in the Macedonian province

IV. Recipient

A) The letter is addressed to Titus, mentioned 13 times in the NT, although noticeably absent from Acts.  cp Gal 2:1, 3

B) He was a full-blooded Greek, converted under Paul’s ministry (Tit 1:4) – beyond this, we know nothing of his family or time of conversion.  

C) The earliest reference to him is in Galatians (49 AD), where he is mentioned as joining Paul and Barnabas in taking the famine relief fund to Jerusalem in 47 AD.  Gal 2:1 cp Ac 11:30

D) Titus was a test case in the arguments with the Judaizers about the necessity of circumcision for Gentile converts.  Gal 2:1-5

E) He was present with Paul in Ephesus in the summer of 56 AD;  from there he was sent to Corinth by Paul to begin work on the Jerusalem offering (not the famine offering), and to ascertain the effect 1Corinthians had on the church.  2Cor 7:6-9, 8:6, 12:18

F) Paul had previously made arrangements to meet Titus in Troas, but he did not arrive when Paul had thought he would, so Paul continued on to Macedonia, where he met Titus at a prearranged place.  2Cor 2:12-13, 7:5-6

G) The report from Corinth was excellent, and was immensely comforting to the Apostle (2Cor 7:5-7); Titus and two others were sent back to Corinth, with the second extant epistle, and to exhort and encourage the Corinthians regarding the Jerusalem offering.  2Cor 8:16-24, 9:5

H) We hear nothing more of him during the next ten years, when Paul wrote this epistle to him; the last we see, he was still faithful to Paul, having visited him in prison just before his death, and heading for a ministry in Dalmatia.

I) His character is attested by the fact that Paul was extremely fond of him, and quite confident in his abilities, tact, and dedication; he calls him his son (Tit 1:4), his brother (2Cor 2:13), and his partner and fellow worker (2Cor 8:23).

J) Paul also gave him the compliment of saying Titus was of the same mind, and conducted himself in the same manner, as Paul himself.  2Cor 12:18

K) He was instrumental in helping to effect a reconciliation between Paul and the Corinthians, who had become estranged from their right Apostle due to their will-ingness to listen to false teachers.  2Cor 2:17-3:1, 6:11-13, 11:2-15, 12:11-13, 13:3

1) this would have required a great deal of dedication to both parties, and tremendous patience, dealing with a difficult and sensitive situation

2) since this occurred on more than one occasion, it is clear that Paul viewed Titus as loyal, capable, resourceful, and skillful in handling people and their problems; these qualities enabled him to handle the organization of a number of churches on Crete – cp 2Cor 7:13 

V. Purpose

A) Several very clear reasons are evident within the letter, making evident the reason Paul wrote to Titus

B) The first reason is found in Tit 1:5b, and relates to the work of confirming the existing churches in sound Doctrine.  “that you might set in order what remains”
1) the churches on Crete had to endure the same attacks that many of the NT churches faced, to one degree or another: the Judaizers – 1:10

2) the Cretans were also known for their reprehensible conduct, which must be warned against – 1:12-13

a) the verb “to Cretanize” was a common euphemism for pathological lying

b) the idiom “to play the Cretan with a Cretan” meant to out-trick a trickster

3) therefore, part of Titus’ mission was to deal with existing character problems of laziness, gluttony, drunkenness, and low morals, all part of Cretan society, and mirrored in Cretan churches

4) while this epistle is very brief, it clearly emphasizes the importance of adorning the BD we espouse, by the witness of the life in Divine Good Production (DGP) – 2:10, 14, 3:1, 8 14

C) A second reason dealt with establishing proper leadership for the churches that did not, as yet, have such.

1) we do not know how Christianity first came to the island, but we read of Jewish Cretans that were present on the day of Pentecost.  Ac 2:11

2) the qualifications for Pastor-Teachers are exceedingly similar to what we find in 1Tim 3:2-11 –1:6-9

D) Another purpose is seen towards the end, where Paul instructs Titus to join him in Nicopolis for the winter; this shows his mission was not intended to be a long term one, nor was he (or anyone else) to substitute for the pastors he had established.

E) At the same time, he was to assist Zenas and Apollos on their journey, when they delivered this letter to him.

F) Finally, the letter serves to confirm Titus as Paul’s personal representative, as he carried out the difficult assignment of organizing the churches through the appointment of morally and doctrinally qualified elders in the various churches, especially in view of the false teachers present.

VI. Outline

A) Introduction and salutation – 1:1-4

B) Qualifications for Pastor-Teachers – 1:5-9

C) Cretan character – 1:10-16

D) Christian behavior – 2:1-10

E) Central Doctrinal statement and its practical implications – 2:11-3:8

F) Concluding admonitions – 3:9-15
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