rEVELATION cHAPTER NINE

Kai. o` pe,mptoj a;ggeloj evsa,lpisen\ kai. ei=don avste,ra evk tou/ ouvranou/ peptwko,ta eivj th.n gh/n( kai. evdo,qh auvtw/| h` klei.j tou/ fre,atoj th/j avbu,ssou
9:1 And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star from heaven which had fallen to the earth; and the key of the bottomless pit was given to him. (kai.(cc) o`(dnfs)   pe,mptoj(a-onm-s) a;ggeloj(n-nm-s) salpi,zw(viaa--3s) “and the fifth angel sounded a trumpet” kai.(ch) ei=don(viaa--1s) “and I saw”  avsth,r(n-cm-s)  evk(pb) o`(dbms) ouvrano,j(n-bm-s) “a star out from heaven” pi,ptw(vprcm-s) “having fallen” eivj(pc) h`(dafs) gh/(n-af-s) “unto/to the earth”  kai.(cc) di,dwmi(viap--3s) (GT = evdo,qh) auvto,j(npdm3s) “and it was given to him” h`(dnfs) klei.j(n-nf-s) “the key” o`(dgns) fre,ar(n-gn-s) h`(dgfs) a;bussoj(n-gf-s) “of the shaft of the bottomless pit”)

kai. h;noixen to. fre,ar th/j avbu,ssou( kai. avne,bh kapno.j evk tou/ fre,atoj w`j kapno.j kami,nou mega,lhj( kai. evskotw,qh o` h[lioj kai. o` avh.r evk tou/ kapnou/ tou/ fre,atojÅ
9:2 And he opened the bottomless pit; and smoke went up out of the pit, like the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by the smoke of the pit.  (kai.(cc) avnoi,gw(viaa--3s) “and he opened” to.(dans) fre,ar  (n-an-s) h`(dgfs) a;bussoj(n-gf-s) “the shaft of the bottomless pit” kai.(ch) avnabai,nw(viaa--3s) “and went up” kapno.j(n-nm-s) “smoke” evk(pb) o`(dgns) fre,ar(n-bn-s) “out from the shaft” w`j(cs) kapno.j(n-nm-s) “as/like smoke” ka,minoj(n-bf-s)  me,gaj(a--bf-s) “out from a furnace, a great one” kai.(ch) “even”  skoto,w(viap--3s) “it was darkened” o`(dnms) h[lioj(n-nm-s) kai.(cc) o`(dnms) avh.r (n-nm-s) “the sun and the air” evk(pg) o`(dbms) kapno,j(n-bm-s) o`(dgns) fre,ar  (n-gn-s) “out from the smoke of the shaft”)

1)  “In this chapter there are more occurrences of the words ‘as’ and ‘like’ than in any other chapter in the Bible [hōs = 10x, homoios = 4x], which shows how difficult it was for John to describe the scene which he saw in the vision”. (Ryrie)

2) As we have pointed out previously, the first four trumpet judgments form a unit and delineate the various aspects of the horrific results of the nuclear and possibly chemical and biological attack on the United States.

3) With the change in the rotation speed of the earth, the debris contained in the mushroom clouds would travel around the world in a much more rapid fashion, wreaking the environmental impact that we saw in the previous chapter.

4) Traditionally, high-yield nuclear devices are detonated at altitude to increase the       destructive range; the 100-megaton devices Russia has will probably be detonated at about 5,000 feet, but will still have enormous ground-scouring effect (a 1 megaton blast would leave a crater some 500 ft wide and some 200 ft deep).  

5) Since the entire US will be nuked, the blast clouds will quickly connect with the jet stream, traveling at 100 mph, so the jet will only take about 10 days to distribute the initial blast plumes across Europe, the Pacific and Asia.  

6) What lands in the Gulf Stream will take about 3 months to make European coastal waters radioactive, certainly a secondary  and dangerous effect; this does not take into consideration the already massive disruption to atmospheric conditions or the currents of the oceans.

7) We know that the destruction begins within the first month of the third year of DSW, but just before the Day of the Lord officially commences.  Isa 13:6, 9; Jer 51:46

8) Allowing anywhere from a few months to a year seems reasonable, which would      allow sufficient quantities of radioactive (and possibly chemical and biological) fallout to produce the results of the first four trumpets.

9) The fifth trumpet signals a new escalation in judgments, which will occur after the midpoint of DSW, thus commencing the timeframe known as the Great Tribulation.

10) The first issue that must be addressed is the star that John observes, which had fallen to the earth from Heaven.

11) As we have seen in every usage prior to this (except 8:12), the Greek term astēr – star is not used literally but is figurative to denote specific things or people.

a) the first usages in 1:16, 20 are defined for us as the PT’s of the seven churches

b) in 6:13 the stars are a reference to angels, which are expelled from heaven at the middle of DSW

c) in 8:10-11 the term is used as a collective singular to refer to the entire Russian ICBM arsenal.

d) only in 8:12 is the term used literally in this book; in 12:1 literal stars are in view, although they are stated to be “a great sign” and figuratively refer to the twelve tribes of Israel – Gen 37:9

e) 12:4 once again uses it to denote angelic beings

f) the term is used in 2:28, but is defined for us in 22:16 as referring to the LJC 

12) As is the case in 6:13 and 12:4, this usage refers to an angelic being, a fact with which most interpreters, surprisingly, are in agreement.

13) While the hermeneutic principles we follow generally seek for the literal meaning, in this case it is obvious that this must be intended figuratively since the star is referred to by the masculine pronoun, and is observed opening a lock with a key.

14) This angel is defined as coming from the heaven, which must be understood as the third Heaven in this context, since we have concluded that this is not a literal star coming from space.

15) This angel is described as having fallen to the earth by means of a Perfect Participle, which indicates that he had fallen in the past and was still residing on earth; this also indicates that John did not see this angel fall to earth, but saw him after he had taken up his new position.

16) This use of the Perfect will provide us with the explanation of the timing of this event, since from John’s perspective we are now in the latter half of DSW.

17) The verb piptō – fall is used only three times in the Perfect Tense in the New Testament, and all three usages indicate that the fallen condition is something less than     desirable.  Ac 15:16; Rev 2:5

18) While most readily acknowledge that this is an angel, they are quite divided on the exact identification, and whether or not this is an elect angel or a fallen angel.

a) based on the description as “having fallen”, implying an inability to ascend, most interpreters do identify this angel as a demon

b) some identify it as Satan himself based on the imagery of Rev 12:7-9, which indicates that he will be cast to the earth at the middle of DSW – cp Rev 12:14

c) further, this builds on the imagery of Isa 14:12-14, which describes Lucifer as the morning star that had fallen to the earth

d) Beale, a noted commentator on this book, feels strongly that this is an evil angel sent from God and argues that in the OT and Jewish writings a falling star always refers to a fallen angel

e) those who disagree point out that this would be the only place in this book where God used an evil angel to execute His will, and question the fact that a fallen angel would be given the key to his own prison

f) they also suggest that there is little difference between the act of falling and descending, and suggest that this is the same angel that descends in Rev 20:1

19) Those who suggest that a fallen angel would not be given the key to his own prison have merely assumed that this angel was imprisoned in the first place, a fact that is not suggested and cannot be supported by the text.

20) Based on this reality, those that identify this as a fallen angel are correct; in fact, this is Satan, whose very history can be summarized by the term fallen.

a) his first fall from perfection came at the moment he demonstrated negative volition and manufactured the first sin of pride – Eze 28:12,15

b) his second fall consisted of his demotion from the throne room of God when he was cast forth as being profane – Eze 28:16b
c) his third fall will come at the middle of DSW, when he will be denied further       access to Heaven and confined to planet Earth – Rev 9:1, 12:7-9, 12

d) his fourth fall will come at the beginning of the Millennium when he will be bound and cast into the abyss for 1000 years – Rev 20:1-3

e) his final fall will come at the end of the Millennium following the Gog/Magog     rebellion when he will be permanently confined to the Lake of Fire – Rev 20:10

f) he will spend eternity in that prison, being the most despised and abased creature there – Isa 14:9-11, 15-17

21) While he currently roams the earth and has access to the third Heaven for the purpose of accusing and harassing believers (Job 1:6-12, 2:1-7; Rev 12:10), his permanent demotion to planet Earth results in a display of incredible anger.  Rev 12:12

22) This event takes place just following his ejection from Heaven and confinement to planet Earth, at which time he is given the key of the bottomless pit, which is literally the shaft of the abyss.

23) The first term phrear – shaft refers to a deep, narrow hole in the earth and is primarily used of wells (cp Jn 4:11-12); the second term abussos literally means a bottomless pit, or an abyss, and denotes the whole structure of Hades/Sheol.

24) As we know, Hades/Sheol was divided into three compartments and became the abode of dead humans (believers and unbelievers), and a certain category of angels.  Lk 8:31; Rom 10:7; 2Pet 2:4-5 & Jd 6

25) The shaft of the abyss refers to the entrance of the deepest, most remote part of the abyss, Tartarus, where the fallen angels that were involved in the infiltration of the human race have been imprisoned in darkness.  Gen 6:1f; 2Pet 2:4-5; Jd 6

26) The Greeks as well as the Jews viewed Tartarus as the subterranean region, dark and foreboding, that was the abode of the evil dead that were already judged; the Greek poet Hesios stated that Tartarus was as far from Earth as Heaven is, or some 4733 miles deep (it is actually 3956 miles to the center of the Earth).

27) According to their understanding it is a place of utter darkness, a prison that could not be escaped; those that are consigned to it are completely isolated, oblivious to the rest of the universe, and under constant punishments of various kinds.

28) Not every fallen angel engaged in the infiltration of the human race and as a consequence there are many demons that are still free to operate as they choose against the plan of God.  Eph 6:12

29) However, God’s confinement of that segment of the angelic population has proven quite effective as seen by the fact there has never been another attempt to infiltrate the human race.

30) The demons that are still free are certainly aware of what happened to their associates, and recognized the power of the Lord Jesus to confine them to that horrible place of torment at the First Advent; however, there is no biblical evidence that He did so.  cp Lk 8:31

31) The key that Satan is given comes directly from the LJC since He has already           declared that He has the keys of death and Hades, and must have sovereign control over the abyss as well.  Rev 1:18, 3:7

32) The Hebrew term for “key” is derived from a verb that means “to open”, while the Greek term is derived from a verb that means “to shut or close”; symbolically, keys are used to denote power or authority over something or someone and the ability to access or stop access to something.  Mt 16:19; Lk 11:52

33) Here, the fallen Satan is given access to the lowest portion of Tartarus and the authority to release its inhabitants; it is not stated that Satan opens the passage to this prison, only that he is granted authority to release its prisoners.

34) Certainly God knew what Satan would do when presented with this opportunity, and allows him the freedom to release these demons under His Permissive Will; as to why God would grant this authority to His arch-enemy, Satan will have no excuse for his failure to overthrow the throne, he has been given all for which he asked.

35) Some have asked the question as to why Satan would actively help God in leveling this judgment against the human race, but this misses the point that Satan and the      demons hate mankind and recognize that they are now confined to the earth for the   duration, causing a display of incredible anger toward those on planet Earth.

36) The reality is that Satan does not view himself as helping God, only as taking advantage of the authority given him in his blind and insane fight against God.

37) Further, if a leader of an army could free a number of his troops that had been taken captive by the enemy as prisoners of war, would he not do so?

38) As he inserts the key and opens the lock on Tartarus, the immediate physical effect is described in terms of billowing smoke, like the smoke of a great furnace.
39) While no particular geologic effects are described, one would have to suspect that the closest thing we have to this is what happens when a volcano erupts, spewing rock, ashes, and smoke high into the atmosphere.

40) Where on planet Earth this has its origin is not known, but it is clear that there is a major physical orifice on the surface of the planet that has or develops a gaping hole capable of spewing smoke into the atmosphere from the very belly of the planet.

41) The closest biblical parallels we have to this phrase is found in Gen 19:28, which deals with the aftermath of the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, the second being found in Ex 19:18 and the theophany on Mount Sinai.

42) In the New Testament a notable use of the term furnace is found in Mt 13:42, 50 where it is used for the final destination of “those who commit lawlessness” and “the wicked”, and is thus a synonym for the Lake of Fire.

43) This is simply designed to be a preview for those that dwell on earth, as they get their first tangible experiences with the demons that will be their companions for eternity.

44) Like the destruction of Sodom, Gomorrah and the cities of the plain, this is an act of God and also serves as a warning that things are going to get worse.

45) The smoke cloud is so dense that the sun and the air will be darkened, probably in a fashion similar to what happened following the destruction of the U.S., conveying the spiritual darkness that has descended on the planet with the confinement of Satan and his angels.

46) It certainly appears that the timing of this would have allowed some dissipation of the nuclear cloud, and may come just when mankind is beginning to feel better about its situation.

kai. evk tou/ kapnou/ evxh/lqon avkri,dej eivj th.n gh/n( kai. evdo,qh auvtai/j evxousi,a w`j e;cousin evxousi,an oi` skorpi,oi th/j gh/jÅ
9:3 And out of the smoke came forth locusts upon the earth; and power was given them, as the scorpions of the earth have power. (kai.(cc) evk(pb) o`(dbms)  kapno,j(n-gm-s) “and out from the smoke” evxe,rcomai(viaa--3p) (GT = evxh/lqon) “there came out” avkri,j(n-nf-p) “grasshoppers/locusts” eivj(pc) h`(dcfs) gh/(n-cf-s) “unto/upon the earth” kai.(cc) di,dwmi(viap--3s) auvto,j(npdf3p) “and it was given to them” evxousi,a(n-nf-s) “power” w`j e;cw(vipa--3p) evxousi,a(n-af-s) “as they have power” o` skorpi,oj(n-nm-p) h`(dgfs) gh/(n-gf-s) “the scorpions of the earth”)

kai. evrre,qh auvtai/j i[na mh. avdikh,sousin to.n co,rton th/j gh/j ouvde. pa/n clwro.n ouvde. pa/n de,ndron( eiv mh. tou.j avnqrw,pouj oi[tinej ouvk e;cousi th.n sfragi/da tou/ qeou/ evpi. tw/n metw,pwnÅ
9:4 And they were told that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, nor any green thing, nor any tree, but only the men who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads.  (kai,(cc)  ei=pon(viap--3s) auvto,j(npdf3p) “and it was told to them”  i[na(cc)  mh.(qn) avdike,w(vifa--3p) “in order that they will not harm” o`(dcms) co,rtoj(n-cm-s) h`(dgfs) gh/(n-gf-s) “the vegetation/grass of the earth” ouvde.(cc) pa/j(a--cn-s) clwro,j(ap-cn-s) “nor every/any green thing” ouvde.(cc) pa/j(a--cn-s) de,ndron(n-cn-s) “nor every/any tree” eiv(cs)  mh.(qn) “except; but only” o`(dcmp) a;nqrwpoj(n-cm-p) “the men” o[stij(aprnm-p) “which/who” ouvk(qn) e;cw(vipa--3p) “they do not have” h`(dafs) sfragi,j(n-cf-s) o`(dgms)  qeo,j(n-gm-s) “the seal of the God” evpi.(pg) o`(dgnp) me,twpon(n-gn-p) “upon the foreheads”)

kai. evdo,qh auvtoi/j i[na mh. avpoktei,nwsin auvtou,j( avllV i[na basanisqh,sontai mh/naj pe,nte( kai. o` basanismo.j auvtw/n w`j basanismo.j skorpi,ou o[tan pai,sh| a;nqrwponÅ
9:5 And they were not permitted to kill anyone, but to torment for five months; and their torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it stings a man.  (kai,(cc) di,dwmi(viap--3s) auvto,j(npdm3p) “and it was given to them” i[na(cc) “in order that” mh.(qn) avpoktei,nw(vsaa--3p) auvto,j(npcm3p) “they might not kill them” avlla,(ch) i[na(cc) basani,zw(vifp--3p) 6X, ONLY IN REV “but in order that they will torture/torment” mh,n(n-cm-p) pe,nte(a-ccm-p) “months, five” kai.(cs)  o`(dnms) basanismo,j(n-nm-s)          auvto,j(npgf3p) “and their torture/torment” SUPPLY “IS” w`j(cs) basanismo.j(n-nm-s) skorpi,oj(n-gm-s) “like a torment of a scorpion” o[tan(cs) pai,w(vsaa--3s) a;nqrwpoj(n-cm-s) “whenever it might strike/sting a man”)

kai. evn tai/j h`me,raij evkei,naij zhth,sousin oi` a;nqrwpoi to.n qa,naton kai. ouv mh. eu`rh,sousin auvto,n( kai. evpiqumh,sousin avpoqanei/n kai. feu,gei o` qa,natoj avpV auvtw/nÅ
9:6 And in those days men will seek death and will not find it; and they will long to die and death flees from them. (kai.(cc) evn(pd) h`(ddfp) h`me,ra(n-df-p)  evkei/noj(a-ddf-p) “and in those days” zhte,w(vifa--3p) o`(dnmp) a;nqrwpoj(n-nm-p) o`(dcms) qa,natoj(n-cm-s) “the men will seek the death” kai.(ch) ouv(qn) mh.(qn) eu`ri,skw(vifa--3p) auvto,j(npcm3s) “and they absolutely will not find it” kai.(cc) evpiqume,w(vifa--3p) avpoqnh,|skw(vnaa) “and they will lust/long to die” kai.(ch)  feu,gw(vipa--3s) o`(dnms) qa,natoj(n-nm-s) avpo,(pg) auvto,j(npgm3p) “and the death flees from them.”

1) This event is the distant fulfillment of what Joel prophesied with respect to a literal invasion by the Assyrians, which is a prophecy with dual fulfillments.  Joel 2:1-11

2) While the inhabitants of planet Earth must wonder what caused the phenomenon that suddenly darkened their skies, there is no indication whether or not they see what John sees coming out of the smoke.

3) Interpreters are about equally divided on this issue; some believe that since they are demons that they are invisible, while others state that the invasion will be both painful and visible.

4) The locusts that come forth from the smoke are certainly not the locusts of the of the animal kingdom, which are part of a large group of insects commonly called grasshoppers that have larger hind legs for jumping. 

5) These creatures are the antediluvian demons that have been incarcerated in Tartarus since the time of the flood (2302 BC) and are now released after some 4300 years of torment and pain.

6) Some have suggested that they are literal physical mutations of real locusts that are possessed by the demons of Tartarus, but that really does not materially effect the fact that they are evil and intimidating.

7) In other words, whether they are literal locusts that are demon-possessed, or simply manifest themselves in this physical way does not affect their activities; from a biblical perspective, the symbolism of the locust relates to their massive numbers and      destructive capacity.

8) Those demons are filled with tremendous anger and hatred toward the human race, which they probably view as the enemy that caused them to forfeit their freedom.

9) These demonic locusts are a good example of a literal object being chosen to represent something else, which should cause the interpreter to seek the literal meaning first and then note similarities and differences.

10) Locusts differ from grasshoppers in that they have the ability to change their behavior and habits and can migrate over large distances.

11) While there are a number of different species of locusts, the most notable is the Desert Locust of the Middle East, which is considered to be the most important species due to its ability to migrate over large distances and rapidly increase its numbers

12) Ironically, the life span of this type of locust, which probably forms the frame of reference for Joel and Revelation, is up to 5 months, which is also the timeframe these demons are given to torment man.

13) Locusts do not attack people or animals and there is no evidence that suggests that     locusts carry diseases that could harm humans.

14) However, locusts and grasshoppers are common insect allergens; locust pheromones or hormones produced during mating, in combination with scales that come off the wings and cuticle of the locust, can act as allergens to humans and trigger allergic      reactions, and their droppings are toxic, contaminating any foods they contact.

15) The very mention of locusts quickly conjures up an image of the wrath of God, especially considering the eighth Egyptian plague.  Ex 10:1-20

16) Throughout history there have been locust swarms that flew overhead for five days, darkening the sky and leaving droppings everywhere, totally devastating the land.

17) With this understanding of a locust, it should quickly become clear that what we are going to deal with in this section cannot be literal earthly locusts; they are referred to as locusts because they function as locusts historically have, as a judgment of God and a plague on mankind.

18) Verse 3 records the second act of divine sovereignty we see in the fifth trumpet, which relates to the fact that these creatures had power given to them, which will be          explained and amplified in verse 5.

19) We would also do well to notice the clear implication that the power to harm humans has not been given to demonic forces up to this time; in spite of superstitious human viewpoint, demons cannot attack men without permission, from God or the individual associating with them.

20) The Greek term exousia first has the meaning of decision-making, as well as the power or authority to act in a specific manner.

21) In this case, both nuances are in view as these creatures are given authority over those that dwell on the earth, as well as the power to inflict harm on them with something similar to a scorpion sting.

22) This is not the first time that we have observed in this book that nothing happens      unless God allows it, even when the action occurs under His Permissive Will; it is a regular theme of the Bible that He controls all aspects of history.

23) A commonly held misbelief is that Satan has autonomy from God and can do as he pleases, but this is simply not so. cp Job 1:12, 2:6

24) Further, we should readily see that all the actions of Satan and his evil forces are part of the Divine Decrees, and God is simply using their evil to advance His plan and fulfill His purposes.  Job 42:2; Isa 46:10; Jer 4:28

25) John now introduces the first point of dissimilarity between these creatures and literal locusts; they are suddenly likened to scorpions, which is something that is completely uncharacteristic of the grasshopper family.

26) Specifically, their power is likened to that of scorpions, which are venomous arthropods in the arachnid family, relatives of spiders, mites, and ticks.

27) Scorpions are linked with snakes as dangerous residents of the desert (though they are found in all environments), and the scorpion became a metaphor in Israel for terrible and oppressive punishment.  Dt 8:15; 1Kin 12:11

28) Scorpions have an elongated body with a segmented tail that is tipped with a venomous stinger, and are nocturnal, predatory animals that feed on a variety of insects, spiders, centipedes, small lizards, mice, and other scorpions.

29) The venom of scorpions, which is used to capture its prey, is comprised of a complex mixture of neurotoxins (poisons that act on the nervous system) and other substances; generally speaking, the venom of most species of scorpions is not deadly to humans in spite of the fact that it has a reputation for being so.

30) The venom produces severe pain and swelling at the site of the sting, and can sometimes result in numbness, frothing at the mouth, difficulties in breathing, muscle spasms, and convulsions.

31) With this understanding, one can recognize that when these creatures have power given to them that is likened to scorpions, it denotes a painful and destructive power, but not a deadly one.

32) One major difference we will see between these creatures and scorpions is that scorpions are not aggressive and will generally only attack when threatened; if a person gets stung, it is likely only a defensive response.

33) Verse 4 further indicates that we are not speaking of literal locusts, which are now     addressed personally by the phrase and it was said to them.
34) These creatures are apparently so destructive when they are released that they have to be restrained from completely destroying the earth’s environment.

35) It is clear at the time of their release that the events described under the first trumpet have not yet fully come to pass; as previously suggested, the final results of these trumpets are not instantaneous but require months to complete.

36) Additionally, it is God’s Will that the green grass, any green thing, and any tree are to be harmed by the results of the first trumpet; these demons are restricted in their    destructive efforts to only what God allows.

37) While the environment is protected from these creatures, their power to harm is         extended to mankind, as seen in the exception clause that is introduced by the phrase translated but only (ei mē – if not, except, unless).

38) All men that fall into the category of not having the seal of God on their foreheads are subject to the incredibly debilitating power of these creatures.

39) The only group that is specifically stated to have a seal on their foreheads is the 144,000 that were sealed in chapter 7, unless others are sealed and we are not told; this certainly documents the fact that the 144,000 Jewish males will still be present and protected on earth during this portion of DSW.

40) The question that is not addressed here is whether or not all men (believers and unbelievers) will be subject to this plague, or if God will supernaturally protect believers from this torture.

41) Two possibilities exist:

a) God seals all that believe after the Rapture and we are only told of the 144,000 – cp 2Tim 2:19 “Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, “The Lord knows those who are His,” and, “Let everyone who names the name of the Lord abstain from wickedness.”
b) believers and unbelievers alike will be subject to this plague, just as they are subject to the wormwood water and other judgments

42) Based on the statement that the eagle makes in Rev. 8:13, coupled with the fact that God knows who are His, the implication is that believers will not be subjected to this torture since these three woes are directed toward those who dwell on the earth.   Rev 9:20-21

43) However, the fate of those who have yet to believe during DSW can not be dogmatically stated; it is conceivable that this torment will be the motivation of some to throw themselves on the mercy of God, though certainly the majority will not.

44) Verse 5 provides more specific information about the power that they will be given over mankind as seen in the passive verb didōmi – given/permitted.

45) While these passive verbs that have been used in verses 3-5 do not have a discreet subject identified, most interpreters recognize that the agent is God.

46) In fact, one commentary (Osborne) refers to this command as “a divine passive”, recognizing that God both gives them their power and authority while also placing whatever limitations on it He desires.

47) The limitation of not damaging the environment is now coupled with a limitation on their authority to harm mankind, but not allowing them to kill anyone.

48) Although they were forbidden from administering physical death to mankind, they were told that they had the freedom to administer torture for a period of five months; as noted above, the average life expectancy of the desert locust is a period of about five months, so this bit of isagogics fits quite well with what we have here.

49) There is no reason to take this phrase as anything but a literal five months, meaning the chronology of this trumpet judgment coincides with the 6th seal; it would appear that the destruction of Babylon occurs in the early part of the 1st month of the 3rd year after the Rapture, and the 5th trumpet sounds thereafter but still within that month.

50) The term basanismos – torment is derived from a verb that means to put to the test, to investigate, to examine, and was used of questioning one that was interrogated on the torture rack in order to get a confession.

51) This is a very fitting word, since the stubborn, unrepentant negative volition of the masses of humanity will be clearly ‘confessed’ under this demonic torment, since they will not turn to God even to escape this torment.

52) The fact that the torment is physical is corroborated by the final portion of verse five, which likens it to the physical discomfort that is caused by a normal scorpion’s sting; while one scorpion sting would be painful enough, imagine the impact of being stung repeatedly over a period of several months.

53) We are not specifically told whether men can see these demons any more than we can see these spiritual creatures in our own time; however, their invisibility would only contribute to the intense nature of this woe.

54) It would be torment indeed to be struck with some excruciating pain at any time of the day or night, never knowing when it would come, and not being able to do anything about it.

55) On the other hand, their fearsome appearance described by John in the verses that follow certainly suggests that he could see them.

56) We should remember that these angels are the ones that were involved in the Genesis 6 episode, which would have mandated that they were visible to the women they took in marriage.  Gen 6:1-2

57) Further, being able to see them does not demand seeing them well or in full light – with the decreased rotational cycle of day and night, the atmospheric debris blocking much of the light, and the darkening of the sun and sky by the volcano smoke (the combination of which will cause mental disorientation and confusion), it is likely men will see these creatures much as if they were only hallucinations.

58) Therefore, our conclusion is that these beings intentionally choose to manifest their physical appearance to the human race, no doubt to intimidate and further terrify them.

59) This will undoubtedly bring mankind to the very edge of insanity, since it is well-known that torture over an extended period of time will eventually destroy the mind.

60) The physical aspects of the pain will be bad enough; however, the psychological       aspects of pain include a loss of energy, a sense of loss of control, and destruction of the quality of life, all of which results in depression and fatigue.

61) The degree of fear, fatigue, and despair they experience under this period of torture is seen in their response in verse 6; despondency and misery will reach the point that the vast majority of mankind will consider any existence as preferable to the current one.

62) The first phrase in those days must be limited in this context to the five months that the demons are allowed to terrorize mankind, the timeframe between the destruction of Babylon and the beginning of the Day of the Lord.

63) There is little doubt that “those who worship the beast” will beg him for assistance, and after the five months are ended he will be quite happy to claim victory over these monsters (and probably blame God for them).

64) This ‘deliverance’ would certainly be heralded by the false prophet as more proof of Antichrist’s divinity, perhaps giving the Jewish people more reason to proclaim him as their Messiah.

65) The excruciating physical pain, coupled with the psychological trauma, will cause mankind to literally lust after the prospect of physical death.

66) Remember that this all occurs within months of the nuking of the western hemisphere, and the world is now fully suffering under the first four judgments of chapter 8 and the physical and psychological impact of the shortened day/night cycle.

67) The two phrases – they will seek death and they will long to die – indicate that those under this plague will become suicidal, and will actively attempt it with much effort and desire.

68) Various cultures throughout history have had differing ideas about suicide and the propriety of such an action.

69) The ancient Greek Stoics viewed suicide as not just honorable but exemplary since by it the individual was taking control over the fates.

70) While suicide was not universally accepted or endorsed by Graeco-Roman society, it was accepted under certain conditions, using certain methods, and committed with certain motives; for instance, it was viewed as superior to political disgrace.

71) There are five accounts of suicide in the Bible, and Job contemplated it himself when he was under his tremendous testing.  Job 7:15

a) Abimelech – Jdg 9:54

b) Saul – 1Sam 31:4

c) Saul’s armor bearer – 1Sam 31:5

d) Ahithophel – 2Sam 17:23

e) Zimri – 1Kin 16:18

f) Judas – Mt 27:3-10

72) The biblical position on suicide is that God alone is the Author of life and God alone has the authority and right to end a life, which effectively forms the basis for laws against murder or suicide.  cp 1Tim 1:9-10, 6:13 cp Lev 24:17

73) However, suicide is like any other sin, for which Christ Jesus paid the penalty on the cross ; it is not, as Catholicism and other false religions have proclaimed, a mortal sin that sends the victim straight to Hell. 

74) Suicide is an unnatural act (normal humans seek to preserve and extend life), and selfish to the highest degree, possibly the most selfish act one can commit; it is a sin against God, a crime against humanity, and a coward’s final cowardly act.

75) These men will not be successful in any of their numerous attempts to end their suffering, which is so severe that they despair of life.

76) This continues the theme of equal and direct retribution (cp Gal 6:7), as God repays those that have committed crimes against Him and His people with what they have coming.  Rev 6:10, 16:5-7, 19:2

77) Ironically, those who dwell on the earth, who have killed others that did not want to die, are now denied death when they so desperately desire it.

78) Also ironically, the very demonic forces that likely prompted much of the torture and murder of innocent believers through the centuries now turn on those who actually deserve the torment they are receiving.

79) John uses a graphic Present Tense to describe their plight as he says death keeps on fleeing from them (PAI pheugō), which demonstrates God’s absolute authority over physical death; as Ryrie observes, “Bodies will not sink and drown, poisons and pills will have no effect, and somehow even bullets and knives will not do their intended job.”
80) It is also conceivable that the demons, seeing mankind (whom they hate so violently) suffer to this degree, will also prevent suicides, so as to make them suffer all the more; this would be another example of evil fulfilling God’s Will unwittingly.

81) If the physical and psychological trauma were not enough to that point, imagine the mental status of mankind when they find they cannot escape their suffering.

82) Again, this is simply a foretaste of what they will experience in eternity as they are confined to the Lake of Fire, suffering intense agony (mental and physical) and completely unable to escape or lessen their torture (which they willingly chose).

Kai. ta. o`moiw,mata tw/n avkri,dwn o[moia i[ppoij h`toimasme,noij eivj po,lemon( kai. evpi. ta.j kefala.j auvtw/n w`j ste,fanoi o[moioi crusw/|( kai. ta. pro,swpa auvtw/n w`j pro,swpa avnqrw,pwn(
9:7 And the appearance of the locusts was like horses prepared for battle; and on their heads, as it were, crowns like gold, and their faces were like the faces of men. (kai.(cc) to.(dnnp) o`moi,wma(n-nn-p) “and the likeness/appearance” h`(dgfp) avkri,j(n-gf-p) “of the locusts” o[moioj(a--nn-p) i[ppoj(n-dm-p) “resembling/compared to/like horses” e`toima,zw(vprpdm-p) eivj(pc) po,lemoj(n-cm-s) “having been prepared unto/for a battle” kai.(cc) evpi.(pc) h
`(dcfp) kefalh,(n-af-p) auvto,j(npgf3p) “and upon their heads” w`j(cs) ste,fanoj(n-nm-p) o[moioj(a--nm-p) cruso,j(n-dm-s) SUPPLY “THERE WERE”        “like wreaths resembling/compared to gold” kai.(cc) to.(dnnp) pro,swpon(n-nn-p)            auvto,j(npgf3p) w`j(cs) pro,swpon(n-nn-p) a;nqrwpoj(n-gm-p) “and their faces like the faces of men”)

kai. ei=con tri,caj w`j tri,caj gunaikw/n( kai. oi` ovdo,ntej auvtw/n w`j leo,ntwn h=san(
9:8 And they had hair like the hair of women, and their teeth were like the teeth of lions. (kai.(cc) e;cw(viia--3p) qri,x(n-cf-p) (GT = tri,caj) “and they were having/had hair” w`j(cs) qri,x(n-cf-p) gunh,(n-gf-p) “like hair of a woman” kai.(cc) o`(dnmp) ovdou,j(n-nm-p) auvto,j(npgf3p) “and their teeth” w`j(cs) le,wn(n-gm-p) eivmi,(vii---3p) “were like of lions”)

kai. ei=con qw,rakaj w`j qw,rakaj sidhrou/j( kai. h` fwnh. tw/n pteru,gwn auvtw/n w`j fwnh. a`rma,twn i[ppwn pollw/n treco,ntwn eivj po,lemon(

9:9 And they had breastplates like breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings was like the sound of chariots, of many horses rushing to battle. (kai.(cc) e;cw(viia--3p) qw,rax(n-cm-p) w`j(cs) qw,rax(n-cm-p) sidhrou/j(a--cm-p) “and they were having/had chest armor/breastplates like breastplates of iron” kai.(cc) h`(dnfs) fwnh.(n-nf-s) o`(dgfp) pte,rux(n-gf-p) auvto,j(npgf3p) “and the voice/sound of their wings” w`j(cs) fwnh.(n-nf-s) a[rma(n-gn-p) i[ppoj(n-gm-p) (16/17 USES FOUND IN REV) polu,j(a--gm-p) “like a sound of chariots of many horses” tre,cw(vppagm-p) eivj(pc) po,lemoj(n-cm-s) “running/ rushing into battle”)

kai. e;cousin ouvra.j o`moi,aj skorpi,oij kai. ke,ntra( kai. evn tai/j ouvrai/j auvtw/n h` evxousi,a auvtw/n avdikh/sai tou.j avnqrw,pouj mh/naj pe,nte(
9:10 And they have tails like scorpions, and stings; and in their tails is their power to hurt men for five months. (kai.(cc)  e;cw(vipa--3p) ouvra,(n-cf-p) o`moi,oj(a--cf-p) skorpi,oj(n-dm-p) “and they have tails resembling/similar to scorpions” kai.(cc) ke,ntron(n-cn-p) “and pierces/stings” kai.(cc) evn(pd) h`(dlfp) ouvra,(n-lf-p) auvto,j(npgf3p) “and in their tails” h`(dnfs) evxousi,a(n-nf-s) auvto,j(npgf3p) “their authority/power” avdike,w(vnaa) o`(dcmp) a;nqrwpoj(n-cm-p) “to harm the men” mh,n(n-cm-p) pe,nte(a-ccm-p) “five months”)

e;cousin evpV auvtw/n basile,a to.n a;ggelon th/j avbu,ssou( o;noma auvtw/| ~Ebrai?sti. VAbaddw,n( kai. evn th/| ~Ellhnikh/| o;noma e;cei VApollu,wnÅ
9:11 They have as king over them, the angel of the abyss; his name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in the Greek he has the name Apollyon. (e;cw(vipa--3p) evpi,(pg)            auvto,j(npgf3p) basileu,j(n-cm-s) “they have upon/over them a king” o`(dcms) a;ggeloj(n-cm-s) h`(dgfs) a;bussoj(n-gf-s) “the angel of the abyss” o;noma(n-nn-s) auvto,j(npdm3s) “a name for him” ~Ebrai?sti.(ab) Only used by John VAbaddw,n(n-nm-s) “in Hebrew, Abaddon kai.(cc) evn(pd) h`(ddfs) ~Ellhniko,j(ap-df-s) “and in the Greek” o;noma(n-cn-s) e;cw(vipa--3s) VApollu,wn(n-nm-s) “a name he has is Apollyon” (i.e. one of the names he has…)

1) As stated previously, these creatures are not literal locusts or scorpions; these are the demons that have been imprisoned since around 2300 BC and are now loosed on the human race.

2) The recapitulation of this episode serves both a rhetorical and chronological purpose; it provides a second, closer look at the event in order to bring out some important points, and also confirms that the timeframe in view is the five months before the      beginning of the Day of the Lord.

3) John moves from the Aorist Tense in verses 3-5 to the Present Tense for the description in verses 7-10 as the scene is vividly portrayed before him.

4) The description of their actual appearance is recorded in verses 7-10, and John provides nine characteristics of these horrific creatures; again, John uses the term as/like 14x in total in this chapter, indicating the difficulty he had relating what he had seen.

5) We should recognize that John is attempting to describe various characteristics of these creatures by describing how they appeared physically; the frequent use of hōs and homoios point to a caricature-like description, rather than an exact duplicate. 

6) While many have stated that the description is symbolic, they often do not identify what each aspect of these creatures symbolizes; they are generally content to avoid the difficult task of backing their positions with solid exegesis.

7) There is also the consistent use of the feminine gender in the pronoun autos – their, referring back to their original manifestation as akris – locusts, meaning that this creature’s description is a different or additional way to consider the beings designated as locusts in the first place.

8) There have been some fanciful (to say the least) interpretations of these creatures and what they represent, but we will provide only the more popular ones, with a very simple refutation of these erroneous positions.

9) Many have identified the demons as some sort of military hardware, such as mechanized cavalry, with one of the most far-fetched explanations being that these spiritual creatures are actually attack helicopters armed with some sort of chemical weapon that is sprayed from the tail of the craft.

10) There is also the suggestion that this passage is fulfilled by our own Pentagon, which is working with engineers and biologists to create a lethal arsenal of micro-mechanical fighting bugs that combine insect aerodynamics with GPS navigation and molecular electronics.

11) However, these interpretations (and there are many more) completely overlook the introduction to this plague, which involved Satan opening the shaft of the abyss, which is somewhere toward the center of the earth.

12) There are no people, attack helicopters, or micro-mechanical bugs stored there, it is the prison of the demons involved in the Genesis 6 episode that is opened; these fantastic creatures are the demons released, and their description is designed to convey certain realities about their effects and abilities.

13) Further, most of the modern military marvels involving nuclear, chemical, or biological weapons are decidedly lethal, and are not designed to simply torture people but to kill them as quickly and efficiently as possible.

14) While we are not told if the inhabitants of the earth can see these creatures, it is evident that John did see them and now provides us an extensive description of them.

15) Either those being attacked will see the creatures, which probably would only add to the horror of the situation, or they will not, which will doubtlessly intensify the dread of never knowing when they would attack.

16) He begins his description using a word found only once in this book, the Greek term homoiōma, which originally had the sense of what is made similar, a copy, but came to mean the form of something, the outward appearance.

17) A subtle nuance is found in this noun, namely that the thing made was altered in its appearance to be more like that which it then resembled (cp Rom 8:3); evidently these demons will intentionally alter their own form to assume this visible expression.

18) He follows this with the cognate term homoios, which is used to introduce similarity, something that is the same kind or nature as something else.

19) Interestingly enough, the head of the locust does somewhat resemble a horse’s head in miniature, but there is no mention of the locust’s head, the entire creature is in view when described as looking like a horse.

20) The general understanding of this phrase relates to the fact that Roman war-horses were very large, bred specifically for battle, taught to bite and kick, and their hooves were filed down to be razor sharp.

21) Additionally, their horses were equipped with various forms of armor for the head and body including armor of lamellar (small plates laced together), made from hardened leather, horn, bone, layered felt, or in some cases, iron.

22) Also, before going into battle the cavalry would line up across the horizon in full battle array, adding to the fear and apprehension of their opponents. 

23) While both aspects may be in view, the point of the symbolism here is that this army was an incredibly fearsome spectacle, one that would have struck fear into the heart of anyone that observed it.

24) From the general overall appearance, John now turns to the details, proceeding from their heads to their chest and wings, and finally to their tails.

25) The second descriptive characteristic relates to what he saw on their heads, which are described as something that resembled wreaths like gold.

26) The whole force of this phrase indicates that while these may have resembled golden wreaths, they were not; this seems to be an obvious attempt to counterfeit the golden wreaths that we saw on the 24 elders.  Rev 4:4

27) Because this wreath is specifically stated only to resemble the golden victor’s wreath, the emphasis is on the fact that these creatures are not victors in any sense of the word – they are merely escaped prisoners on the loose.

28) There can be little doubt that Satan knows the Bible quite well and it is certainly plausible that he will use this appearance to suggest that this group of tormenters is in some way related to the massive number of people that had disappeared just a few years previously.

29) In fact, it is quite plausible that Satan has released these demons to further his plans by using them as a propaganda ploy for the Antichrist.

30) The two witnesses will prophesy in Jerusalem for exactly 3½ years (Rev 11:3), and they will have been teaching the truth about the disappearance of millions of people, that the LJC removed His Church; if the attacks stop when Antichrist kills these two men, the ‘obvious’ conclusion is that the groups are related. 

31) What follows would tend to confirm this, as their faces resemble the faces of men; which is probably designed to further convince the earth dwellers that these creatures are of human origin, which they are not.

32) Some interpreters have suggested that this is designed to convey the ideas of cunning, cruelty, and intelligence, while others would limit this to the intelligence and capacity of man, but the important thing in this aspect of their appearance is their intelligence and their attempt to disguise themselves as humans.

33) The next thing John notes is the length of the hair on these creatures, which most have recognized as the meaning of the phrase having hair like the hair of women.

34) Various suggestions for the significance of long hair include an arrogant attempt at being beautiful, a symbol of vitality like Absalom and Samson, a false representation of piety, or that it represents the fact that they are wild and barbaric; the reality is that it is a distinct symbol of their rejection of God’s laws.

35) Essentially, from what we know about the issue of long hair in the Bible, we are forced to the conclusion that this represents a complete rebellion against the divine order.  1Cor 11:14

36) These angels have already specifically rebelled against the divine order with respect to the issue of crossing genetic boundaries, and that formed the basis for their incarceration.  Jd 6

37) Since all angels are male in gender, their long hair would represent a continual affront to God, which they flaunt in their arrogance, purposely defying God and insulting Him as to His Directive Will.

38) The next image relates to their teeth, which is a reference to Joel 1:2-6; both lions and locusts are known for their fierce appetites and the damage they do to their respective food sources.

39) This reference to the teeth also portrays the fact that these creatures have adequate power to kill, but are prevented from so doing; if this restriction had not been placed upon them, they could and would destroy every living thing.

40) The next characteristic makes it clear that this fearsome group is arrayed for battle; they are going to war with mankind and are equipped to prevail.

41) While some have suggested that the breastplate of iron is an actual description of the thorax of a literal locust, the real focus is on their invincibility in battle.

42) All the modern technology that mankind possesses and relies upon will be of no help when they are confronted with these impregnable demon locusts; nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons will be useless against them.

43) Certainly, one would have to expect that mankind will attempt to rid themselves of these creatures with anything they can try, but it will all be to no avail; their merciless repetitive attacks will continue uninterrupted for the space of five months, and there is nothing that mankind will be able to do about it.

44) The seventh aspect of these creatures relates to the sound that their wings make, which stems both from the actual, literal description of a locust swarm and the metaphor of warfare.

45) We are now informed that they had wings, which would logically refer to the method by which they transported themselves.

46) A commonly held religious idea is that upon death, people become angels and receive their wings; although this is nowhere supported and is indeed refuted in Scripture, Satan has succeeded in establishing this as a widely recognized ‘fact’.

47) If we accept the theory that Satan and Antichrist will attempt to blame God and the Raptured believers for this plague, these wings will add a certain credence to their proposition that God is responsible, giving another excuse to blaspheme Him.

48) Wings in the Word of God also stress the idea of rapid transport, strength and speed, which is designed to convey the fact that these creatures will not be restrained from moving about to every portion of the planet.

49) Further, the sound of them is will certainly create dread and panic, as seen in the terrifying imagery of an approaching army of war chariots as prophesied in Joel 2:4-6.

50) While the Greek of verse 9 may be somewhat vague, the Genitive horses should be construed with the Genitive of chariots, with the adjective many used to modify the entire phrase, and should be translated many horse-drawn chariots.
51) John now concludes the actual description of these horrific creatures, as he returns to the thought of verse 5, which described the purpose of loosing these demons on mankind, by noting the actual bodily part used to impart the painful sting.

52) The emphasis of the first portion of verse 10 relates to the appearance of this appendage, describing these creatures’ tails as shaped and segmented like scorpions’ tails.

53) Grammatically, the verb echō – have is in the Present Tense, following the usage of past Tenses in verses 7-9, which further emphasizes the ongoing action of the swarm as they torment their victims.

54) Secondly, the word for stings is separated from the initial clause and placed last to emphasize and draw further attention to that sting.

55) While it is not explicitly stated, the fact that the power to hurt men lies in their tails is designed to point to the sting itself, which was just accentuated by the grammar.

56) John reiterates the facts that had been introduced earlier in this chapter as he repeats that these creatures have their power limited (they could easily kill all men), and are allowed to function only for a specific period.

57) Verse 11 further confirms the interpretation that these are not to be taken as literal or mutated locusts as it states that they have a king over them.  cp Pro 30:27

58) The very suggestion of a king implies the concept of organization, a hierarchy, and purpose; one should recognize that there is a certain principle of internal unity and a description of the power of effective leadership, even within this group of individuals completely devoted to total rebellion against God.  Eph 6:10f

59) While we are provided his name in two languages, we are not specifically told who this king is; this has caused a lot of speculation, but there are four primary views.

a) this is the same angel that blew the trumpet in verse 1

b) it is the same person as the angel/star that fell to the earth in verse 1

c) it the same as the beast that ascends from the abyss in 11:7

d) this is a new character that is just now introduced here

60) The first suggestion, favored by many interpreters, would indicate that an elect angel is in view here as well as in verse 1, and this accounts for the use of the definite article in verse 11.

61) The grammar of the passage indicates that the angel is a ruler over the demons but does not explicitly say that the angel is from the bottomless pit, unless one takes the Genitive as a Genitive of Source (“the angel from the abyss”).

62) While some argue that even though Satan is carefully identified elsewhere in the book and the king of the abyss is not mentioned again, the presence of the definite article means the figure was well known and must be Satan himself.

63) However, this is reading too much into the definite article, which could theoretically be used grammatically simply to identify this angel as the previous one with the fifth trumpet.

64) The third view is absolutely wrong since it confuses an angelic creature (the angel) with a resuscitated human (the beast).  Rev 17:8, 11

65) The fourth view, which also has many supporters, identifies this angel as one of        Satan’s major leaders, a chief lieutenant who is in charge of these demons and has been incarcerated with them.

66) The last view is the most logical conclusion, this is one of Satan’s chief officers, who has been placed in charge of these demon locusts and who very much manifests the character of his chosen leader.

67) This is also supported by the fact that Satan is a finite creature, who will be indwelling Antichrist at this point and cannot be simultaneously leading the demonic armies against mankind.

68) The two names that are given for this creature are both very similar, one being given in the Hebrew language and one being given in the Greek language.

69) While the action of drawing attention to both the Hebrew and Greek is typical of John, he clearly recognized a Gentile segment among his readers, and addresses all his readers in terms they understood.  cp Jn 5:2, 19:13,17 cp Rom 2:17

70) The Hebrew term Abaddon is derived from a verb that is intransitive and has the idea of perishing or being in a ruined state, rather than becoming ruined or destroyed.

71) It is used 6 times in the Old Testament, and in Jewish thought represented the lowest portion of the underworld below Sheol (cp Job 26:6, 31:12; Pr 15:11); however, this is not the way it is used in our passage, here it is simply transliterated and made equivalent to the Greek term Apollyon.

72) The Greek name is a participial form derived from the verb apollumi, which also has the significance of one who actively seeks and/or achieves destruction. cp Mk 9:22

73) There is a question as to why John provides the names here, and most modern commentators think that he wanted to connect the demon Apollyon to the Greek deity Apollo, based on the fact that the Caesars, who were guilty of persecuting the church, often worshipped this god.

74) While some have considered this view to have merit (Domitian proclaimed himself to be the incarnation of Apollo), it is based on an historical fulfillment of a passage that is still future from our time.

75) Because ancient thought equated one’s name with their reputation, these names provide the fundamental understanding of this king and his armies, who are bent on the destruction of mankind and will use whatever means are at their disposal to inflict harm and suffering.

76) Again, it is quite likely that the reason these demons are released is that they will serve as a propaganda ploy that Satan uses to advance the reputation of Antichrist.

77) Moses and Elijah will have been bringing plagues upon various areas of the earth for the previous 3 years (Rev 11:6), it is likely Satan/Antichrist will blame them for this plague as well; this would also explain the revelry over the deaths of the two witnesses.  Rev 11:10

78) Antichrist will not pass up an opportunity of this magnitude to blaspheme God and those who believe in Him (cp Rev 13:5-6); there is no reason to think Satan would not orchestrate this torment of men in order to take advantage of the opportunity it presents.

79) The Antichrist will then be hailed as the true savior of the world, and will most likely promise to eventually rid the world of the 144,000, who have not been touched by this plague.

80) This would also support the extreme violence manifested toward anyone who worships the LJC, who will be proclaimed as the ultimate cause of the plague, and whose worshippers will most likely have been protected from it.

~H ouvai. h` mi,a avph/lqen\ ivdou. e;rcetai e;ti du,o ouvai. meta. tau/taÅ
9:12 The first woe is past; behold, two woes are still coming after these things. (h`(dnfs+) ouvai.(ap-nf-p) h`(dnfs) ei-j(a-cnf-s) “the horror/calamity/woe, the first one” avpe,rcomai(viaa--3s) “has passed” ivdou.(qs) “behold” e;rcomai(vipn--3s) e;ti(ab) du,o(a-cnf-p) ouvai.(ap-nf-p) “two woes are yet/still coming” meta.(pa) ou-toj(apdan-p) “after these things”)

Kai. o` e[ktoj a;ggeloj evsa,lpisen\ kai. h;kousa fwnh.n mi,an evk tw/n Îtessa,rwnÐ kera,twn tou/ qusiasthri,ou tou/ crusou/ tou/ evnw,pion tou/ qeou/(
9:13 And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar which is before God, (kai.(cc) o`(dnms) e[ktoj(a-onm-s) a;ggeloj(n-nm-s) salpi,zw(viaa--3s) “and the sixth angel sounded” kai.(ch) avkou,w(viaa--1s) fwnh,(n-cf-s) “and I heard a voice” ei-j(a-ccf-s) (GT = mi,an) evk(pb) o`(dbnp)  Îtessa,rwnÐ te,ssarej(a-cbn-p) ke,raj(n-bn-p) o`(dgns) qusiasth,rion(n-gn-s) o`(dgns) crusou/j(a--gn-s) “one out from the four horns of the altar, the golden one” o`(dgns) evnw,pion(pg) o`(dgms) qeo,j(n-gm-s) “the one in front of the God”)

le,gonta tw/| e[ktw| avgge,lw|( o` e;cwn th.n sa,lpigga( Lu/son tou.j te,ssaraj avgge,louj tou.j dedeme,nouj evpi. tw/| potamw/| tw/| mega,lw| Euvfra,th|Å
9:14 one saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, “Release the four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates.” (le,gw(vppaam-s) o`(ddms) e[ktoj(a-odm-s) a;ggeloj(n-dm-s) “saying to the sixth angel” o`(dnms+) e;cw(vppanm-s) h`(dafs) sa,lpigx(n-af-s) “the one having/who had the trumpet” lu,w(vmaa--2s) o`(dcmp)  te,ssarej(a-ccm-p) a;ggeloj(n-cm-p) “loose/release the four angels” o`(dcmp) de,w(vprpcm-p) “the ones/those having been bound/imprisoned” evpi.(pd) o`(ddms)              potamo,j(n-dm-s) o`(ddms) me,gaj(a--dm-s) Euvfra,thj(n-dm-s) “at the river, the great one, Euphrates”)

1) As we have observed in chapter 8, the rotation speed of the earth must be increased in order to shorten the day/night cycle by one-third, which will have the overall effect of making a year last only eight months’ worth of hours. 

2) One can hardly calculate the impact of this change as all clocks, computers, machines, and other programs that rely on time will become useless, at least for some time; also, the new cycle will have horrendous effects on animals and men (such as decreased gravity), and there are certain aspects of this change that are truly incalculable.

3) However, that is nothing compared to the three woes that are announced, the first of which is some five months in duration, and is to be understood as five months under the new day/night cycle.

4) In other words, while there will be 150 days of torment under this first woe, there will be fewer hours – some 3600 vs. some 2400; however, as we have observed, these hours will be filled with such excruciating agony there will be little to be grateful for in terms of a shorter day’s worth of anguish.

5) The fact that the first woe is declared to be past indicates a chronological advance in the narrative, meaning that Antichrist has by this point taken his place on the throne of the temple; mankind has chosen their ‘savior’ and will now pay the consequences.

6) Again, the reason God finds this so abominable is that fallen man, for whom Christ Jesus was sacrificed, is now choosing His archenemy as their hero, celebrity, and god; the epitome of evil receives the epitome of judgment.

7) While most place verse 12 with the first portion of this chapter, a study of the three woe announcements clearly indicates that each announcement introduces the following woe. 11:14, 12:12

8) This verse introduces the following trumpet judgment as a woe from God, and serves to highlight the fact that each of these three woes are separate horrific events.

9) The time element contained in this verse clearly states that the first woe has been completed and the next two woes wait in the wings; the “earth-dwellers” will not be able to say they were not warned.

10) In a sense, the Greek text almost treats these woes as travelers that arrive on the stage of human history and then depart, as seen in the verbs aperchomai (depart, leave) and erchomai (come).

11) The first woe contained the worst sort of demonic oppression that the world has ever seen; the second woe will serve to further reveal the depravity and rebellion of the human nature, as they respond to demonic influence.

12) As many have noted, the fifth, sixth, and seventh trumpet judgments are the first, second, and third woes; they are synonymous accounts of the same events.

13) As the sixth trumpet sounds, John hears a voice coming from the horns of the golden altar, which is not specifically attributed to anyone.

14) While the NAS links the Greek term heis – one with the Participle saying in vs 14, it is clearly linked with the noun of vs 13; although the English might be somewhat clumsy, the emphasis is that a singular, authoritative voice makes this pronouncement.

15) The Greek construction translated here as a voice is very similar to what was used in Rev 8:13, indicating that the Greek number one is almost used as an indefinite article in some situations.

16) The specific statement that this mysterious voice speaks out before God indicates that it cannot be God speaking; the identification cannot be made dogmatically, but there are three basic possibilities. 

17) Some suggest that it is that of the angel that presented the prayers of the saints to God (Rev 8:3), while others hold the position that this is the voice of the saints continuing to pray for vengeance from the altar.

18) The difficulty with the voice coming from humans lies in the fact that there is no evidence in this book that human beings are capable of commanding the angelic hosts.

19) However, the mention of the horns of the altar, which speaks typologically of the power of prayer, would seem to indicate that the prayers of the saints are now being answered by the power of God.

20) Another grammatical issue that arises here is that the participle saying is masculine, which does not accord with either voice (feminine) or horns (neuter).

21) Therefore, one must either identify the voice as belonging to an angel, or alternately personify the altar, which has received the prayers for vengeance and is responding by instigating vengeance (“those having been murdered” from 6:9).

22) The passage is purposely ambiguous, and the conclusion is that since we cannot dogmatically state who is speaking, we are not intended to know; it is clear from this and other passages that the fact is that God sovereignly backs all these commands,           regardless of who issues them.  cp Rev 16:17, 19:5, 21:3

23) Further, this context strongly connects the other uses of the word altar, thus linking the calls for vindication and the prayers of the saints to what is happening here.

24) So the definitive voice emphasizes God’s Sovereignty in declaring the execution of His Plan as it pertains to this judgment; the principle of Sovereignty now becomes the underlying theme behind the second and third woes.

25) There is a textual issue as to whether or not the term four is part of the original text; unfortunately, the textual evidence is almost evenly balanced; however, neither reading materially affects the interpretation.

26) The male voice commands the angel that had the sixth trumpet to release the four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates; it should be noticed that this angel, unlike the others, is commanded to directly participate in the judgment.

27) This places special significance on this judgment as it applies to the other judgments, indicating that:

a) the judgment has a direct impact on the chronology of DSW, and marks a decided change of intensity in the effects of the judgments

b) timing is critical, as God bypasses any use of the chain of command – cp 7:2

c) the formation of the seven trumpeters is broken (8:2), further implying a sense of urgency to the event at hand

28) Some interpreters have assumed that these four angels at the Euphrates are the same four angels that held back the winds in chapter 7, but this is incorrect from even a      superficial observation; those angels were clearly busy restraining the winds of judgment, while these four angels are responsible for the deaths of a third of mankind.

29) Further, the four angels in chapter 7 were stationed at the four corners of the earth, while these four angels are observed in only one geographic region, somewhere in the   immediate vicinity of the Euphrates River.

30) Also, the use of the Perfect Participle indicates that the angels of verse 14 had been            restricted at some time in the past and were still not free at this point, as opposed to the four angels in chapter seven, who are standing of their own accord.

31) The verb deō (bind, tie up, arrest, imprison, etc.) is the opposite of the verb luō (set loose, set free, release, untie, etc.) that was used at the beginning of this command, meaning that God’s Sovereign decision in their regard has now changed.

32) In fact, the Perfect Participle is used 13x in the New Testament, and has the idea of being arrested or restrained in a state of helplessness, unable to effect one’s own freedom.  cp Jn 11:44;  Acts 9:2, 12:6

33) Again, we are introduced to another situation in which angels have been bound in the past; the difference here is that we do not know why – the reasons are not explained in this context.

34) While it does not say whether these are elect or fallen angels, the text favors the view that they are demons; it seems incongruous to think that God would imprison elect angels, and this is generally confirmed by the majority of interpreters.

35) These angels have been bound at some time in the past; however, we are not told why they were bound, when they were bound, who bound them, or anything else other than the fact that this is the case and they are now being freed.

36) Once again, we see God removing the restraints that have allowed the human race to function as it has over the centuries, without inordinate or excessive demonic oppression, possession, or destruction.

37) What was seen in the first release of demons in the first woe will be exponentially worse here, as these four demons will be responsible for the deaths of one-third of the surviving human race.  Rev 9:15

38) How they will specifically accomplish this purpose is not stated in our passage, but the close connection with 16:12 (the only other mention of the Euphrates River in the book) indicates it will be in conjunction with the Oriental armies and their campaign to conquer the Middle East.

39) In fact, this trumpet sets in motion the events that will occur during the last 3½ years of DSW that culminates with the kings of the east moving toward Armageddon.

40) When the preposition epi is used with the dative, it emphasizes the proximity of something, is often translated by at, near, or by, and in some instances has the nuance of power, authority, or control over something, which is the sense here.  cp Lk 12:44

41) One interpretative question is raised by the prepositional phrase at the great river Euphrates, whether it is to be taken with the verb release or the Participle bound.
42) If it is the former, these four angels were bound (we are not told where, but most surmise that it was the abyss), brought out, and released in the vicinity of the Euphrates.

43) If it is connected with the participle, these demons have been bound in the area of the Euphrates, which is the most grammatically logical in terms of sentence structure.

44) In either case, these four angels clearly have some relationship with this river that is quite significant, and the interpreter must figure out what it is.

45) Since the Euphrates River is only mentioned twice in the New Testament (and only in this book), it would not be surprising if these passages have something to do with one another.  Rev 16:12

46) This leads to the conclusion that the sixth trumpet and the sixth bowl are in some way connected to one another, since the phrase the great river Euphrates and the verb prepared are used in both of them.

47) Our verses will emphasize the demonic activity that prompts the kings from the east to become involved in the warfare that has assumed worldwide proportions, and cross the Euphrates into the Middle East.

48) Therefore, the only conclusion one can reach from this verse is that these are four powerful demons that have been bound in the past and who will be released in the area of the Euphrates to wreak havoc upon the human race.

49) The Euphrates river is here modified by the adjective megas – great since it is very large and due to its prominence and importance in the Bible; it is some 1800 miles long and has always served as a boundary between the east and the west.

50) [image: image1.wmf]This river was well known in John’s time, since it served as a boundary between the Roman Empire and the Parthians to the east.

51) This river was the traditional eastern boundary of the Promised Land (Jsh 1:4), was the eastern border of the kingdoms of David and Solomon (1Chr 18:3, 2Chr 9:26), and will be the eastern boundary of the Millennial kingdom. Gen 15:18

52) The Euphrates has always been a barrier for any military force coming from the East, extending from modern Turkey to the Persian Gulf, and forms a natural separation between the Arabian Peninsula and the East.

53) A dramatic prophetic development regarding the Euphrates River has occurred in the country of Turkey, who is engaged in the largest development project ever undertaken in that nation, and one of the biggest of its kind in the world.

54) This multi-sector project includes 13 major projects that are primarily devoted to providing irrigation and hydropower generation, eventually consisting of 22 dams and 19 hydroelectric power plants on the Euphrates and Tigris rivers and their tributaries.

55) The Southeastern Anatolia Development Project has created a great deal of resentment from Syria and Iraq, the other two countries through which the river passes.

56) This basin is one of the most politically unstable regions on the planet, both internally and inter-state, and water plays an important role in that area.

57) Bear in mind that the two witnesses will have the power to smite these regions with drought, further exacerbating tensions in the Middle East, which will likely suffer the same loss of drinkable water that has affected others.  Rev 8:10-11, 11:6

58) The largest and newest reservoir was created by construction of the Ataturk Dam, which is the sixth largest rock filled dam in the world.

59) The Ataturk Dam is the largest structure ever built in Turkey for irrigation and hydropower generation; it is located on the Euphrates River, is some 315 mi2, and constitutes the essential unit in the Southeastern Anatolia Project.

60) The Turkish government has also started the Birecik dam, and on Nov 18, 1996, Prime Minister Tansu Ciller signed a financing agreement for construction of what will be the fourth largest dam and hydro-electric power station on the Euphrates.

61) The dam began filling the reservoir during April/May, 2000 and the waters had         already submerged two local villages within days; the lake itself is 39 sq2.

62) With these two dams, Turkey will have the capability of completely stopping the flow of the Euphrates River, clearing the way for the massive armies of the kings from the east to move into the Middle East.

63) Whether the 6th bowl judgment is accomplished via supernatural means, or men under demonic influence stop the flow of water in the Euphrates will not affect the end       result, but this passage and current events suggest that it is a combination of the two.

kai. evlu,qhsan oi` te,ssarej a;ggeloi oi` h`toimasme,noi eivj th.n w[ran kai. h`me,ran kai. mh/na kai. evniauto,n( i[na avpoktei,nwsin to. tri,ton tw/n avnqrw,pwnÅ
9:15 And the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour and day and month and year, were released, so that they might kill a third of mankind. (kai.(ch) lu,w(viap--3p) o`(dnmp) te,ssarej(a-cnm-p) a;ggeloj(n-nm-p) “and the four angels were released” o`(dnmp) e`toima,zw(vprpnm-p) “the ones having been prepared” eivj(pa) h`(dafs) w[ra(n-af-s) kai.(cc) h`me,ra(n-af-s) kai.(cc) mh,n(n-am-s) kai.(cc) evniauto,j(n-am-s) “unto/for the hour and day and month and year” i[na(cs) avpoktei,nw(vsaa--3p) “in order that they might kill” to.(dans) tri,toj(apoan-s) o`(dgmp) a;nqrwpoj(n-gm-p) “the third part of the men”)

kai. o` avriqmo.j tw/n strateuma,twn tou/ i`ppikou/ dismuria,dej muria,dwn( h;kousa to.n avriqmo.n auvtw/nÅ
9:16 And the number of the armies of the horsemen was two hundred million; I heard the number of them. (kai.(cs) o`(dnms) avriqmo.j(n-nm-s) o`(dgnp)  stra,teuma(n-gn-p) to.(dgns) i`ppiko,j(ap-gn-s) “and the number of the troops/armies of the horsemen” dismuria,j(n-nf-p) muria,j(n-gf-p) “twenty thousand thousands” avkou,w(viaa--1s) o`(dams) avriqmo,j(n-am-s) auvto,j(npgn3p) “I heard the number of them”)

1) The first issue to address from this verse is the emphasis on the exact nature of the timing for this judgment to begin; this is the most detailed description of time found in this book, which fact forces the diligent interpreter to ask why here and now, and what is being communicated by the presence of this phrase.

2) John makes clear that as soon as the command is issued the angel responsible for carrying out the order moves into action and releases the four bound angels; the verb      released is emphatically forward in the Greek, providing a sense of immediacy to the fulfillment of the command.

3) Based on the five month timeframe of the first woe (9:5, 10), we can determine that the time is at some point following those five months, thus immediately near the       beginning of the Day of the Lord.

4) First, we can definitely conclude that this judgment is executed precisely within one hour of one day of one month of one year; a further clue as to the time period is found in Rev 10:7, specifically with the clause “then the mystery of God is finished”.

5) That verse documents the fact that just before the seventh angel sounds his trumpet, a prophetic mystery has been solved; the completion of that mystery is now being        revealed immediately before the seventh trumpet.

6) The Greek term mustērion – “mystery” does not prohibit understanding a particular concept, only that it has been presented in a code designed to keep what is obvious to the initiates hidden from those outside.

7) The code to this mystery is found in the visions revealed to Daniel in Dan 2 and 7, specifically the distant fulfillment of the statue’s feet and four beasts seen in a vision.

8) Thus far in Revelation, events involving 3 of the 4 future superpowers prophesied by Daniel have been addressed:

a) Antichrist in correlation with the 4th beast, the RRE – Dan 7:8, 11, 19-25

b) events involving the bear and lion with eagle’s wings – Dan 7:4, 5

9) The only superpower not yet addressed is the leopard of Dan 7:6; as almost all sound interpreters agree, it is now the leopard, or Oriental Eastern Bloc, that is in view in correlation with these four demons of the sixth trumpet.

10) No longer will these four entities be a mystery as to their identification and role in the Plan of God as it pertains to the history of DSW; then and only then will the seventh trumpet sound and the Day of the Lord begin.

11) This will leave only days (cp the “days” of Rev 10:7) before the midpoint of DSW, when Antichrist will consolidate his pact with Israel (Dan 9:27), establishing his        image in the tribulational temple, and beginning the Day of the Lord. Rev 11:15

12) Thus, while we cannot pinpoint exactly the day or hour that the sixth trumpet will sound, we can state that it is mere days prior to the 3½ year point following the Rapture and before the Second Advent.

13) In another emphasis on divine Sovereignty, John informs us that these four angels had been prepared by using the Perfect Passive Participle of hetoimazo – make ready, or prepare.

14) This construction clearly emphasizes the predetermined Will of God, who has obviously kept these angels under arrest until He chooses to allow their release.

15) The Perfect Tense of this verb is used ten times in the New Testament (Mt 20:23 & Mk 10:40 are parallels), and seven of them refer to things that God has divinely prepared for the future.  cp Mt 25:34, 41; Rev 12:6, 21:2

16) The fact is that God created these four specific angels, whom He knew would subsequently follow Satan and fall from their position of holiness; their nature was such that they had to be restrained throughout human history until the time when they could fulfill their desire to decimate a portion of the human race.

17) Evidently these four angels must be terribly anxious to wreak havoc upon mankind, but have been restrained by God to prohibit the fulfillment of their evil intentions.

18) In this case, the demonic desire to destroy the human race now coincides with the     divine will to judge the human race; in effect, they have been prepared to do the Will of God, however unwittingly.

19) Here we see the true nature of Satan and his minions, as they manifest the character of their leader and desire nothing more than to “steal, kill, and destroy” (Jn 10:10).    1Pet 5:8; Rev 9:11

20) While a few modern ‘exegetes’  have attempted to use the timing aspect of this verse to predict the exact time for the return of the LJC, this is the farthest thing from John’s mind in this context and is beyond sound hermeneutics to a level that is ludicrous; the Bible is clear on the fact that the timing of this event is not available to mankind, and was even denied to the humanity of Messiah at the First Advent (Mt 24:36).

21) The four designations for time, which are given in ascending order, are connected by a single article in the Greek in order to emphasize that they all relate to a specific moment of history that is known to God alone.

22) In fact, this construction strongly implies that the hour in the day, the day in the month, the month in the year, and the year itself, has been determined by God.

23) This is one of the basic ideas of the faith: God has all things planned in advance and controls the timing of their execution; this is a regular concept that is consistently emphasized in the Bible. cp Ps 31:15; Dan 2:21, 7:25;  Gal 4:4; 1Pet 1:20  

24) We should also certainly recognize that God’s timing always has an end in view; He does not act in an arbitrary or capricious manner, His Plan demands a precise timeline of fulfillments and events.  Dan 12:7

25) God has ordained the exact moment to release these demons, who act as His instruments in human history by executing His judgment on the human race.

26) While each human being and every demon acts from the source of his own volition, according to his own plans, schemes, and nature, God knows all things about all        actions and raises each one up at the proper time in history to carry out His purposes.  Rom 9:11,17

27) John now explains the reasoning behind their release by means of the Purpose Clause which follows; while hina does sometimes point to the result of an action, this is clearly God’s purpose for releasing them when He does.

28) Their task is described as being lethal to one-third of the human race, which is a greater figure than have died in all the wars of the 20th century combined.

29) Any calculations regarding the population of planet Earth must take into consideration the fact that an unknown segment will have been removed 3½ earlier, as well as the fact that in the first half of DSW there will have been many births and deaths.

30) However, working from the numbers we currently have can put this figure into perspective; population estimates from 2005 place the total at 6.46 billion people, and current U.N. estimates place that figure for 2010 at 6.84 billion. (World Population Prospects Population Database, United Nations Population Division, Revised 2004)
31) The current population of the Western Hemisphere is estimated to be approximately 850,000,000, so the destruction of the U.S. and its environs will reduce world population to about 5.9 billion.

32) Simple math shows that from this number of survivors (and discounting the numbers of people that die from the other plagues) the death toll of this judgment is easily in the neighborhood of some 2 billion people.

33) Some interpreters have concluded that since these demons are released in the region of the Euphrates, the slaughter must be confined to that same region; however, the text does not say this, so it would be unwise to limit the slaughter to one geographic location.

34) The fact is that over 60% of the world population resides in Asia (as of 2000), which would make it quite conceivable for a conflict in that region that escalated and moved toward the Middle East to result in this massive number of fatalities.

35) The most widely held theory is that there will be an international war confined to the Asian continent, which will be necessary for the kings of the east to get themselves organized and field this huge army.

36) Then, under the influence of these demon (and their cohorts), this army will march westward toward Israel, passing through nations like India, Nepal, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran, and Iraq, before reaching the Euphrates River.

37) As was observed in the previous verses, this passage is connected to the sixth bowl, which indicates that this is an ongoing military operation, lasting 3½ years until they finally reach their goal – Israel and the armies of Antichrist and the king of the North.

38) The execution begins with the activity of the four demons, is continued among mankind by the mobilization of the kings from the East, and eventually results in the death of a third of humanity, as they march toward the final battle.

39) The natural reading of verse 15 would tend to indicate that these four demons kill this portion of the human race by themselves; however, what follows in verse 16 clearly introduces other forces into this slaughter that tells us how they do so.

40) In fact, this verse screams for some explanation as this vast army of horses and riders is abruptly interjected with no explanation; however, John asks for none and none is offered.

41) For someone who went into very explicit detail about the demonic locusts, John here offers very little about this huge army, at least suggesting that it was something he understood.

42) The first issue that must be addressed is the issue of the number; is it to be taken as a literal number or as being figurative for an innumerable host?

43) There can be little doubt that John was aware of the vast amount that the number represented since he would be familiar with the size of the Roman army of that time; the entire population of the world at that time has been estimated to be only a little more than 200,000,000 people.

44) The natural reading of the text as John states that I heard the number of them indicates that this was a precise number that was provided for John and not simply an      estimation, as we saw earlier in the book.  Rev 5:11

45) Another exegetical question that tends to divide interpreters here is whether or not the armies in view are human or demonic.

46) Those that identify them as demonic armies cite such passages as 2Kin 2:11, 6:15-17, and Rev 19:14 (although these passages relate to the armies of elect angels) to justify their position, suggesting that the weapons of fire, smoke, and brimstone are the weapons of Hell, indicating that this is an army of demons.

47) Others identify these troops as human, but some have a problem with the large number of them; one interpreter (Stedman) even takes the view that it would “be virtually impossible for any one nation, or even a coalition of nations such as NATO, to field such a vast army.”
48) For that reason, he concludes that all the armies in the world must be involved in a battle that employs two hundred million troops.

49) When one considers that there were almost 65 million troops mobilized worldwide during WWI (about 4% of the world population, around 1.6 billion between 1914-1918), this number should not seem large by comparison – it is only some 15% of the current population of China alone.

50) However, that this army is not all of the armies of the world and is instead one single coalition is made evident, since their breastplates in vs 17 seem to be identical; further, the natural understanding of an army involves unity, structure, and cohesion, not simply a number of disparate groups fighting each other.

51) As stated previously, the reference to the Euphrates and the kings of the East points to the fact that this army is a coalition of eastern forces that will eventually cross the     Euphrates toward the West.

52) According to the vision of the leopard in Dan 7, this alliance of eastern forces will contain four primary political divisions; certain aspects of this military power can be understood from observations about the literal leopard itself: 

a) it is an extremely quick and agile cat, running at speeds approaching 40 miles per hour, with the ability to leap 20 feet horizontally and 10 feet vertically

b) the leopard attacks with a series of relentless assaults, unconcerned about blocking,  retaliation, or being hit

c) it does not concern itself with blocking because it is an inherently slow action: one has to see the attack coming, move quickly enough to intercept the attack, and then actually deflect the strike, all in a very short period of time

d) rather, the leopard devotes itself to all-out attack, forcing the defender to devote all its attention to blocking, thus being unable to counter-attack

e) simply put, the leopard knows that eventually one or more of its attacks will get through the opponent’s defense simply by overloading it with relentless aggression; this is extremely similar to the human-wave technique of oriental armies

f) the leopard seen by Daniel had on its back four wings of a bird, indicating an even greater ability to move rapidly

g) the animal Daniel saw had four heads, pointing to a four-fold political division in the third empire of the last days; heads are regularly used like mountains in prophetic language to refer to political kingdoms or nations

h) the lion conjures up the thought of kingly royalty, such as one might find in the monarchy of Great Britain, but the leopard conjures up the thoughts of an exotic, lethal, and speedy predator

i) this animal corresponds to the wind from the east and is used to teach the great military threat from the communist orient

j) the four wings indicate that the oriental block of nations will be able to mobilize and attack much faster than men can imagine, or prepare to defend against

k) the four heads portray the four specific groups that will consolidate power under the communist Chinese, possibly including Korea (1.2 million troops) and two other southeast Asian nations

l) China, Vietnam, Laos, and North Korea are already fully committed to communism, and thus share a common ideology and government

m) additionally, it is conceivable that India (pop. 1.12 billion) could contribute to this military force, voluntarily or otherwise

53) Current events indicate that China alone would be able to field an army of this size, something about which Chairman Mao boasted as early as the 1960’s.

54) The latest information we have on China (from the year 2000) indicates that the military manpower that is available (males age 15-49) is estimated to be 363,050,980; further, those actually fit for military service is estimated to be 199,178,361.

55) As the Asia Times online has noted (atimes.com), “After the break-up of the Soviet Union in 1991, with the Russia-South Korea and China-South Korea rapprochement, the long economic depression of North Korea and the increase in the level of Chinese aid, China is again steadily strengthening its influence over Korean affairs.  Kim Jong-il’s secret visit to China just days before the summit with his Southern counterpart Kim Dae-jung and his tour-visit to China in January 2001 are widely regarded as the clear proof of China's influence.”
56) China also reinforced bilateral relations by exchanging high-level delegations with Singapore, the Philippines, and Myanmar (Burma), and several regional states joined with China to celebrate milestone anniversaries marking the establishment of diplomatic relations.

57) Therefore, it certainly appears that China, which is the most powerful country on the Asian block, is actively pursuing a leadership role among all the nations of southeast Asia and may well be able to dictate military policy in the future.

58) Some have objected to this interpretation based on the fact that there is no reason for nations to resort to conventional warfare in light of modern technological advances in rockets, ICBMs, etc.

59) However, while it is true that China is modernizing its forces and increasing defense spending, the prospective improvements in overall military capability need to be set against the very low-technology starting point of China’s armed forces.

60) One must also remember that just before the consolidation of the Oriental bloc the Western Hemisphere was obliterated by nuclear means; it is entirely likely that the surviving nations will recognize that the relative ease of victory via nuclear conflict are simply not worth the aftereffects.

61) In effect, China is recognized more as a threat via conventional warfare than they are as a long-range threat.

62) Also, Russia will have depleted their supply of ICBM’s, bolstering the confidence of this conglomeration of already demon-influenced madmen.

kai. ou[twj ei=don tou.j i[ppouj evn th/| o`ra,sei kai. tou.j kaqhme,nouj evpV auvtw/n( e;contaj qw,rakaj puri,nouj kai. u`akinqi,nouj kai. qeiw,deij( kai. ai` kefalai. tw/n i[ppwn w`j kefalai. leo,ntwn( kai. evk tw/n stoma,twn auvtw/n evkporeu,etai pu/r kai. kapno.j kai. qei/onÅ
9:17 And this is how I saw in the vision the horses and those who sat on them: the riders had breastplates the color of fire and of hyacinth and of brimstone; and the heads of the horses are like the heads of lions; and out of their mouths proceed fire and smoke and brimstone. (kai.(cc) ou[twj(ab) ei=don(viaa--1s) o`(damp) i[ppoj(n-am-p) evn(pd) h`(ddfs) o[rasij(n-df-s) “and like this/thus I saw the horses in the vision” kai.(cc) o`(damp+) ka,qhmai(vppnam-p) evpi,(pg) auvto,j(npgm3p) “and the ones sitting upon them” e;cw(vppaam-p) qw,rax(n-am-p) pu,rinoj(a--am-p) “having breastplates fiery red” kai.(cc) u`aki,nqinoj(a--am-p) “and dark-blue/hyacinth” kai.(cc) qeiw,dhj(a--am-p) “and bright yellow/sulphurous/brimstone” kai.(cc) h`(dnfp) kefalh,(n-nf-p) o`(dgmp) i[ppoj(n-gm-p) “and the heads of  the horses” w`j(cs) kefalh,(n-nf-p) le,wn(n-gm-p) “as/like heads of      lions” kai.(cc) evk(pb) to.(dbnp) sto,ma(n-bn-p) auvto,j(npgm3p) “and out from their mouths” evkporeu,omai(vipn--3s) pu/r(n-nn-s) kai,(cc) kapno.j(n-nm-s) kai,(cc) qei/on(n-nn-s) “there comes out/proceeds fire and smoke and brimstone”)

avpo. tw/n triw/n plhgw/n tou,twn avpekta,nqhsan to. tri,ton tw/n avnqrw,pwn( evk tou/ puro.j kai. tou/ kapnou/ kai. tou/ qei,ou tou/ evkporeuome,nou evk tw/n stoma,twn auvtw/nÅ
9:18 A third of mankind was killed by these three plagues, by the fire and the smoke and the brimstone, which proceeded out of their mouths. (avpo.(pg) h`(dgfp) trei/j(a-cgf-p) plhgh,(n-gf-p) ou-toj(a-dgf-p) “away from/by means of these three plagues”      avpoktei,nw(viap--3p) “were killed” to.(dnns) tri,toj(aponn-s) o`(dgmp) a;nqrwpoj(n-gm-p) “the third part of the men” evk(pb) to.(dbns) pu/r(n-gn-s) kai.(cc) o`(dbms) kapno,j(n-gm-s) kai.(cc)  to.(dbns) qei/on(n-bn-s) “out from (i.e. from the source of…) the fire and the smoke and the brimstone” to.(dbns) evkporeu,omai(vppnbn-s) “that which proceeds” evk(pb)  to.(dbnp) sto,ma(n-bn-p) auvto,j(npgm3p) “out from their mouths”)

h` ga.r evxousi,a tw/n i[ppwn evn tw/| sto,mati auvtw/n evstin kai. evn tai/j ouvrai/j auvtw/n( ai` ga.r ouvrai. auvtw/n o[moiai o;fesin( e;cousai kefala.j kai. evn auvtai/j avdikou/sinÅ
9:19 For the power of the horses is in their mouths and in their tails; for their tails are like serpents and have heads; and with them they do harm. (h`(dnfs) ga.r(cs) evxousi,a(n-nf-s) o`(dgmp) i[ppoj(n-gm-p) evn(pd) to.(ddns) sto,ma(n-dn-s) auvto,j(npgm3p) eivmi,(vipa--3s) kai.(cc) evn(pd) h`(ddfp) ouvra,(n-df-p) auvto,j(npgm3p) “because/for the power of the horses is in their mouths and in their tails” h`(dnfp) ga,r(cs) ouvra,(n-nf-p) auvto,j(npgm3p) “because/for their tails” o[moioj(a--nf-p) “resemble; are similar to” o;fij(n-dm-p) “serpents” e;cw(vppanf-p) kefalh,(n-af-p) “having heads” kai.(cc) evn(pi) auvto,j(npif3p) “and by means of/with them” avdike,w(vipa--3p) “they do harm”)

1) Verse 17 is somewhat interesting in that John now, for the first time, specifically indicates that this army is being seen in a vision; it is almost as though this is the first time that he realized that he was seeing something for which he had no frame of reference and was thus communicated by a vision.

2) That the vision is singular with the definite article indicates that all that has been recorded thus far has been presented as one program of revelation to John; this emphasizes the fact that every detail of this book is part of one great scene historically, DSW.

3) Clearly, these horses and those that sat on them clearly point to a different group than we observed in the first half of this chapter; certainly there are more than four of these horsemen, so the four demons released must have garnered support and assistance in influencing such a large number of troops.

4) The reminder that this is a vision (1:10, 11) is designed to indicate that his report now centers on what he saw rather than the audible information he received in vss 13-16.

5) While John was familiar with the weapons and tactics of warfare in his day and uses the vocabulary with which he was familiar to describe events that would not occur for some 2000 years, we must remember that he was completely unfamiliar with gunpowder, ballistics, and modern mechanical weaponry.

6) Obviously the methods, tactics, and weapons of warfare have progressed dramatically within the last 200 years, not to mention since the time John wrote; John would have no way to understand or describe an armored tank, a mobile ICBM launcher, an attack helicopter, a nuclear warship, etc, and does not attempt to do so.

7) He simply provides us information about how the riders appeared to be dressed, and the damage that is accomplished by the horses, which are clearly the agents of devastation, with the riders being only those controlling that upon which they sat.

8) Those that recognize that a human army is in view have acknowledged that the horses described by John are nothing like ordinary horses and must be symbolizing something else.

9) Simply put, the horses represent high tech mechanized ground cavalry, as we would envision tanks, armored personnel carriers, and other mobile weaponry vehicles.

10) The Greek structure of verse 17 clearly indicates that the horses were what grabbed John’s attention as they are mentioned as the first direct object and separated grammatically from those that sat on them.

11) In fact, we are told nothing about the riders except their uniforms, which indicates that there was nothing out of the ordinary about them; this would be the case if they were simply human soldiers.

12) The Greek grammar of verse 17 does not explicitly tell us whether or not John is referring to the horses, riders, or both with respect to the issue of their breastplates.

a) the first possibility is that only the horses are wearing the breastplate, which would be the case if John were indeed only focusing on the horses and not the riders

b) only the riders are wearing the breastplates, since it is quite natural to associate breastplates with the breastplates of men 

c) both wear the breastplates, which would be a fitting picture of modern mechanized weapons of war

13) The three colors are likened to fire, hyacinth, and brimstone, which are best understood to mean red, dark blue, and yellow.

14) Some interpreters take these to be genitives of material (indicating what the breastplates were made of), while most believe them to be genitives of description, which describes the colors of the breastplates.

15) One thing that is impossible to determine from the text is whether or not all the breastplates were a combination of the same three colors (which is the most natural sense), or if there were some of each color.

16) There is little argument on the first color, since most are readily familiar with the red/orange color of fire.

17) The second term is used only once in the Bible but is related to the term that is translated jacinth in Revelation 21:20; most take this to be a dark blue or purple color, while a few believe it to be a dark red color.

18) The third color mentioned is that of brimstone, which is almost universally recognized as being the yellow color of sulfur.

19) It is obvious from what follows that the breastplates of the soldiers are very much related to the fire, smoke, and brimstone that come from the mouths of the horses.

20) The logical interpretation is that the breastplates contain the colors of some insignia that is designed to represent those that amassed and sent out this huge army.

21) It is of interest to note that the flags of the nations of Southeast Asia are all varying combinations of the colors red, dark blue, and yellow.

22) There is a grammatical question concerning the participle having, which some have taken to explain the horses, but the near antecedent the ones sitting on them would logically seem to be the ones wearing the breastplates.

23) While the military cavalry of the Parthians were noted for having both horse and rider covered with armor, there is no indication here that John would use the term breastplate for anything but the rider.

24) John now turns to the visionary description of the horses, which are clearly the agents of destruction in this gigantic army.

25) While we recognize that these are not to be taken as literal horses, the following representation shows what they would literally look like.

26) While horses may be bred for war they are not the agents that cause the destruction; further, these are clearly not literal horses, but language of accommodation to denote modern methods of military transport.

27) These horses are said to have heads like the heads of lions, which is designed to conjure up the image of the king of the jungle, who terrorizes its prey, is known for its loud roar, and was the most dangerous beast known at that time.

28) The eastern confederation’s army is clearly dangerous as evidenced by the fact that even Antichrist, who looks for all the world to be invincible, has a moment of fear when he hears about this mobilization.  Dan. 11:44

29) Since horses do not issue fire, smoke, and brimstone from their mouths, we are once again forced to consider this passage in light of modern methods of warfare.

30) This army will certainly utilize modern tanks, attack helicopters, combat aircraft, armed with conventional artillery, laser weapons, and likely some short range, low yield nuclear weapons.

31) This language of accommodation is designed to describe the results of modern weapons being fired, with the accompanying light, fire, and smoke.

32) It appears that each of the designations fire, smoke, and brimstone refer to three distinct forms of weapons that will be used to effect this devastating outcome.

a. Fire may symbolize the flamethrower, or other modern laser weapons.

b. Smoke may point to conventional artillery, which uses gunpowder to fire projectiles.

c. Brimstone may symbolize nuclear warfare.

33) This is based on the fact that each of the three things mentioned is referred to as a plague, and it appears that each one is mentioned separately to highlight the death toll attributed to it.

34) The result is recorded in verse 18, as these plagues kill a third of mankind.

35) Some have recognized that the imagery here obviously refers to warfare, using the fire, smoke, and brimstone as symbols of the fact that this is also part of God’s judgment.  Gen. 19:24; Ps. 11:6; Isa. 34:9 (this passage strongly suggests the aftermath of nuclear warfare on prophetic Edom)

36) Verse 19 indicates that the ability of these horses to destroy this segment of the human race comes from the power that is in their mouths and in their tails.

37) Again, the real power of a horse is in its body; it generally does not harm someone by biting him or by swishing its tail.

38) Many interpreters have recognized that the power to kill people lies in the mouths (fronts) of these horses, but their tails (rear) are described as being like serpents.

39) John specifically states that the similarity to serpents is found in the fact that they have heads, which have the power to cause injury.

40) John uses the same word that he used in verse 4 of this chapter for injury or wounds that are not lethal in nature.

41) The closest visual thing that might cause John to make this remark about their tails would be some sort of swivel mounted machine gun at the rear of the vehicle.

42) While we would not be dogmatic about such a clearly symbolic portion of Revelation, the total image is designed to bring forth a frightful picture of carnage, which it no doubt did among the early readers of this book.

Kai. oi` loipoi. tw/n avnqrw,pwn( oi] ouvk avpekta,nqhsan evn tai/j plhgai/j tau,taij( ouvde. meteno,hsan evk tw/n e;rgwn tw/n ceirw/n auvtw/n( i[na mh. proskunh,sousin ta. daimo,nia kai. ta. ei;dwla ta. crusa/ kai. ta. avrgura/ kai. ta. calka/ kai. ta. li,qina kai. ta. xu,lina( a] ou;te ble,pein du,nantai ou;te avkou,ein ou;te peripatei/n(
9:20 And the rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands, so as not to worship demons, and the idols of gold and of silver and of brass and of stone and of wood, which can neither see nor hear nor walk; (kai.(cc) o`(dnmp) loipo,j(ap-nm-p) o`(dgmp) a;nqrwpoj(n-gm-p) “and the remainder/rest of the men” o[j(aprnm-p)  ouvk(qn) avpoktei,nw(viap--3p) evn(pi) h`(difp) plhgh,(n-if-p) ou-toj(a-dif-p) “who were not killed by means of these plagues” ouvde.(cc)  metanoe,w(viaa--3p) evk(pb)  to.(dbnp) e;rgon(n-bn-p) h`(dgfp) cei,r(n-gf-p) auvto,j(npgm3p) “neither did they change their mind/repent out from the works of their hands” i[na(ch/cs) (res) mh.(qn) proskune,w(vifa--3p) CHK HINA + FAI “so that they will not worship” to.(danp) daimo,nion(n-an-p) kai.(cc) to.(danp) ei;dwlon(n-an-p) “the demons and the idols” to.(danp) crusou/j(a--an-p) kai.(cc)  to.(danp) avrgurou/j(a--an-p) kai.(cc) to.(danp) calkou/j(a--an-p) kai.(cc) to.(danp) li,qinoj(a--an-p) kai.(cc) to.(danp) xu,linoj(a--an-p) “the gold ones and the silver ones and the brass ones and the stone ones and the wood ones” o[j(aprnn-p) ou;te(cc+) ble,pw(vnpa) du,namai(vipn--3p) “which neither to see are they able” ou;te(cc) avkou,w(vnpa) “nor to hear” ou;te(cc) peripate,w(vnpa) “nor to walk around”)

kai. ouv meteno,hsan evk tw/n fo,nwn auvtw/n ou;te evk tw/n farma,kwn auvtw/n ou;te evk th/j pornei,aj auvtw/n ou;te evk tw/n klemma,twn auvtw/nÅ
9:21 and they did not repent of their murders nor of their sorceries nor of their immorality nor of their thefts. (kai.(cc) ouv(qn) metanoe,w(viaa--3p) evk(pb) o`(dbmp) fo,noj(n-bm-p) auvto,j(npgm3p) “and they did not repent out from their CHK MK 7:21 NOTES ou;te(cc) evk(pb) o`(dbnp) fa,rmakon(n-bn-p) auvto,j(npgm3p) “neither out from their acts of witchcraft/sorceries ou;te(cc) evk(pb) h`(dbfs) pornei,a(n-bf-s) auvto,j(npgm3p) “nor out from their immorality” ou;te(cc) evk(pb) to.(dbnp) kle,mma(n-bn-p)                        auvto,j(npgm3p) “nor out from their thefts”)

1) These two verses serve not only as the conclusion of the sixth trumpet, but also as the conclusion of the entire section that began in 8:2, providing a summary explanation of the results that the first six trumpets will have had on those that dwell on the earth, specifically focusing on the sixth trumpet.

2) That is how the phrase the rest of mankind must be interpreted in this context since what follows provides a summary assessment of the response (or lack thereof) of   unbelieving mankind to these events.

3) This verse is not to be taken to deny the existence of believers on the planet during the last half of DSW, as previously seen in 7:9f.

4) One cannot help but wonder how these horrific events, which have left no doubt about the fragility of human life and the need for God’s help, could possibly be ignored to the extent that people will still refuse to throw themselves on God’s mercy.

5) However, this only serves to illustrate again the principle that when a person rejects a relationship with God, there is nothing that will convince them to change their mind.

6) While we recognize that it will require some time to actually kill off one-third of mankind, this passages focuses on those survivors that are not part of the death toll.

7) Although they are certainly privy to all that is going on via the worldwide media, they give no thought to it, what it means, and the possible implications for their own lives.

8) While the six trumpet judgments are somewhat reminiscent of the plagues with which God struck Egypt, like Pharaoh the human race at large refuses to acknowledge His power or claims over them.

9) While some interpreters apply the term plagues to all the first six trumpet judgments, the nearest antecedent is found in vs 18, referring to the fire, smoke, and brimstone; it is the specific effects of this individual trumpet judgment that are in view.

10) In spite of the overwhelming evidence that only Divine intervention can save them,  the survivors of these military catastrophes, which have reduced the world population by almost 3 billion people, still will not change their minds about the works of their hands.
11) The verb metanoeō – repent is a compound that comes from the verb to think, and the preposition meta, which has the nuance of against or afterward; the term literally means to change one’s mind, opinion, or purpose, and has nothing to do with the subjective issue of feelings, as widely mis-represented by most interpreters today. 

12) The verb is preceded by the conjunction oude – not even, which serves to make this more emphatic in the Greek, giving the sense of “in spite of all this, they did not even change their minds!”

13) While this verb has been used to four of the seven pastors/churches as a challenge to orient their thinking and practice back toward God, it is used here as a call for unbelievers to make the salvation adjustment.

14) As many interpreters have noted, this constant offer of salvation to the nations, and their rejection of it, serves to demonstrate God’s grace and to clearly reveal the          depravity of those that are negative.

15) In other words, since they will not change their minds and believe in Christ they demonstrate that they are worthy of the sentence of condemnation along with those angels that also decided they wanted no relationship with God.

16) The phrase the works of their hands is used only three times in the New American Standard, and all are found in the context of false doctrine and idol/demon worship.  2Chr 34:25; Acts 7:41; Rev. 9:20

17) Instead of embracing the free offer of eternal life through Christ, these people prefer to continue in a works-oriented mentality, serving the gods they manufacture for themselves, and simultaneously rejecting what they know to be true.  cp Rom 1:18-19

18) This has certainly been one of Satan’s major successes/deceptions throughout history, as he seeks to convince men that they can accomplish the necessary tasks to either gain God’s favor, or enjoy eternal life without His help, or without Him altogether.

19) It is undeniable that the satanic principles of works leading to salvation has infiltrated and influenced entire segments of the religious world; this includes, but is not limited to, Roman Catholicism, Eastern Orthodox Churches, the Orthodox Church of North America, Islam, and various and multiple cults.

20) Still others, like the Episcopalians, Lutherans, Baptists, Assemblies of God, and Nazarenes set forth a distorted view that claims to teach salvation by grace and faith, but requires works to prove the genuineness of salvation or to maintain salvation.

21) The reality is that all this tends to focus on human ability to gain or maintain a relationship with God via subjective, human systems of relative righteousness, and places the ultimate glory on the person instead of the God who saved them from a completely helpless position.

22) John is very explicit about how he views the works of their hands as he moves to the negative result clause that introduces the worship of demons; generally, hina is used to introduce a purpose clause, but the text here focuses on the result of their failure to repent and continued relationship with the evil spirits.

23) The Word of God is quite clear on the relationship between idolatry and demon worship in the TO (Dt 32:16-17), and Paul expands on this in the NT.  

a) first, Paul makes the observation that an idol is nothing: it has no life or power in and of itself – 1Cor 8:4

b) second, when people offer sacrifices to these inanimate representations they are offering them to demons, not to God – 1Cor 10:20

c) therefore, while the stone, wood, and other representations are powerless, there is the very real power of demons that is operative behind the scenes

24) The term idol is the translation of the Greek word eidolōn, which strictly means a form, a copy, or figure, thus an object that resembles a person, animal, or spirit that is worshiped as a god.

25) The Greek conjunction kai, normally translated and, should be understood in an epexegetical sense, which makes the demons and the idols interconnected and synonymous (i.e. one explains the other).

26) This is certainly one of mankind’s oldest sins, and demonstrates that human nature has an inherently religious trend, although it is channeled through the Sin Nature, thus creating a god in one’s own image.  Gen 31:19; Jsh 24:2; 1Sam 19:13

27) It is absolutely undeniable that hose that engage in this type of activity are in direct violation of the Word of God, which clearly forbids making or worshipping any kind of image.  Ex 20:4-5; Lev 19:4, 26:1; Dt 4:15-19, 27:15

28) The images in view are composed of various materials, beginning with the most valuable and moving to the least valuable; each of the five materials here has a symbolic counterpart in the Word of God, again pointing to the fact Satan is a master counterfeiter, but nothing more:

a) gold represents Deity

b) silver represents redemption – Ex 18:16

c) brass/bronze = judgment

d) stone portrays the Law – Ex 24:12

e) wood represents humanity – Isa 53:2

29) The mention of these materials looks to the fact that mankind consistently invents their own god(s) to secure salvation based on their own inventions of prescribed laws, reaching for a relative righteousness based on their own standard of religion.

30) The depreciation in the materials mentioned points to the fact that while man’s religious approach to God may seem to have inherent value as perceived by the cosmos, its spiritual value is ultimately worth nothing more than fuel for fire.  cp Rev 19:20, 21:8

31) Since the Western Hemisphere is no longer a factor in this, and Antichrist will forbid the worship of any god but himself (Dan 11:37), the interpreter must answer the question as to who is the subject of this particular judgment.

32) The conclusion is that John must be focusing primarily on those that still survive in the Middle East toward Asia; it is easily documented that the Far East is even today heavily involved in both idol and demon worship.

33) The Hindu religion has over 330 million gods, and they fully believe that idol worship is a natural, healthy method to approach religion; they make no apologies for it and believe it demonstrates one’s humility to bow before the various idols of their deities. http://www.hinduwebsite.com/idols.htm
34) Shinto belief (primarily in Japan, but variations appear throughout Asia) worships the kami, who include native deities (including emperors and heroes), spirits of nature, and mythical objects. 

35) Officially, Communist China forbids the worship of any god, but idolatry and ancestor worship is still widely practiced, especially in the more remote regions of the country; the eastern regions of the former Soviet Union are also involved in traditional Oriental religious practices.

36) Shamanism, practiced in Korea and neighboring regions, recognizes a rather unorganized pantheon of millions of gods, spirits, and ghosts, including “god generals” that rule different quadrants of the heavens, mountain spirits, gods that inhabit trees, and even piles of stones, all of whom have the power to influence the lives of men.

37) While there are many eastern religions that are polytheistic, the worship of those        toward the west in Europe will center on the cult of Antichrist and his image, as seen in Rev 13:14-15.

38) The condemnation of the idols and those that worship them is seen in the fact that they do not have any power to do anything as recorded at the end of verse 20.

39) This is a common theme in the Old Testament, which pictures the helplessness of idols to effect any material (or spiritual) results for those that worship them. cp         Ps 115:4-7, 135:15-17; Jer 10:5; Dan 5:23

40) As mentioned previously, there is a correlation between the plagues of Egypt and what we have observed in the last two chapters; one purpose of those plagues was to demonstrate the powerlessness of the Egyptian gods and to contrast that with the personal presence and power of the omnipotent God of Heaven.

41) While verse 20 deals with the religious aspects of negative volition, verse 21 deals with practical forms of unrighteousness that characterize those who reject the morality and experiential righteousness demanded by the true God.

42) Obviously, this list is not designed to be comprehensive; it is a list of vices that were common in the Jewish and Roman world at the time of writing.

43) This list is a somewhat abbreviated version of what is found in Rom 1:29-31, which delineates the types of sinning that are characteristic of those that reject Divine revelation and substitute human viewpoint darkness and/or the doctrines of demons.

44) The flow of the indictment against Gentile (i.e. unbelieving) nations is as follows:

a) they had an internal and external witness to the existence of God, which makes them completely culpable for their failure to orient to it – Rom 1:19-20

b) the environment and their own consciences confirmed the reality of God’s existence, which they failed to acknowledge – Rom 1:21a
c) since they refused to acknowledge God or render Him the legitimate honor He      deserves, they manufactured alternate ways to explain reality – Rom 1:21B
d) as unbelieving man sought speculative ways to define their existence, God judged them with the darkness they so desperately desired – Rom 1:12C
e) their ability to convince others to reject the light of God’s revelation led to their exaltation among those that were equally negative, although God’s assessment of them is just the opposite – Rom 1:22

f) they traded the glory of the Divine essence away, substituting physical representations that seemed noble in the beginning but continued to degrade – Rom 1:23

g) God responded with active judgment against them, allowing them to freely exercise their volition to do those things their basest desires could imagine – Rom 1:14

h) ultimately, their religious refusal to acknowledge God brought them to their self-described glorious pinnacle of humanism (which we continue to observe today), which also destroys the most basic human institution of RM/RW – Rom 1:25

i) thus, the homosexual/lesbian lifestyle became the common expression of their        degenerate minds; this is something even the most slightly intellectually honest person knows the Word of God condemns in the strongest terms, in both the Old and New Testaments – cp Rom 1:26-27; Lev 18:22; 1Tim 1:10

j) the list of sinful practices in Rom 1:29-31 is simply the result of God’s decision to allow negative volition to pursue its corrupt lifestyle – Rom 1:28

45) While men generally reject Christ to pursue their own course in life, the Romans passage clearly demonstrates that such a plan is not without its consequences – a constant increase and intensification of personal degeneracy.

46) These two verses follow the lines of the Ten Commandments, particularly the first, second, sixth, seventh, and the eighth; the Ten Commandments summarize the          entirety of the Mosaic Law, and we do well to observe that the moral commandments are equally binding on all categories of humanity.  Ex 20:3-5, 13, 14, 15

47) Verse 21 indicates that those that will have witnessed such tremendous carnage will not take it to heart and will not acknowledge the God of Heaven, although they have been warned in no uncertain terms.  Rev 14:6-7

48) The fact that these particular sins are mentioned in context with idolatry and the worship of demons points to the fact that these are primarily spiritual sins; while the overt actions will undoubtedly continue, there is definitely a spiritual aspect that is highlighted by John’s descriptions.

49) Three of the four sins in this list are actually found in the plural, including this first one, which indicates that murder will be rampant; people will not think twice about killing someone for their own reasons and the law of the jungle will prevail.

50) There can be little doubt that murder is rapidly on the rise in our nation and worldwide, with many nations reporting that murders have doubled between 1977 and 1993; our own culture manifests this attitude in the ‘gangsta’ lifestyle that is promoted and embraced by those that have rejected the absolutes of the Word of God.

51) While one cannot blame only the media for the escalation in lethal violence, the truth is that “when a young child sees somebody on TV being shot, stabbed, raped, brutalized, degraded, or murdered, to them it is real, and some of them embrace violence and accept it as a normal and essential survival skill in a brutal new world.” (Stop Teaching Our Kids to Kill, Grossman & DeGaetano, 1999).
52) Additionally, while the moralistic side of modern media condemns violence as a way to reach one’s ends, the ‘heroes’ are presented as being willing, ready, and able to use violence to achieve whatever goal for which they are reaching.

53) The reality is that the entire world is being conditioned by demonic forces to accept the degeneration of society as a normal part of life, and that will most certainly intensify after the middle of DSW.

54) However, it is unrealistic to think that the mass of humanity will commit literal, physical murder on a universal scale; the emphasis of this section is spiritual crimes, so John is pointing to the actions of men that will promote the spiritual death of their contemporaries.  cp Jn 8:44

55) These people will actively promote a spiritual religion and/or theory that results in a continuation of the death sentence of Hell, thus contributing to the ending of life for their like-minded companions.  cp Mt 23:15

56) The second item in this list (pharmakon) is unusual and is used only here in the New Testament, but other words in this family are used 4 times in the New Testament.

a) the term pharmakos is usually translated by the term “sorcerer”, meaning one who prepares and uses drugs for magical purposes or religious rituals – Rev 21:8, 22:15

b) the term pharmakeia is used twice for the use of drugs (metaphoric or literal) to achieve a particular ‘magical’ effect – Gal 5:20; Rev 18:23

57) Our word first meant a drug or medicine, whether beneficial or poisonous, and            referred to drugs that were used externally and internally; the connection with sorcery comes from the fact that many pagan religions use drugs in their religious rituals, not from the fact that drugs themselves induce demonic influence.

58) To get a feel for how John and his readers would have understood this term, we present a commentary on the story of Jason and the Argonauts (Joel Miller, WorldNetDaily.com): “… the hero Jason goes to the sorceress Medea, who has the hots for him. Not wanting him to be harmed in his upcoming battles, she concocts a drug, a pharmakon, for him if he’ll marry her and take her to Greece…she gave him a drug with which she told him to anoint his shield, spear, and body…for she said that, anointed with it, he could for a single day be harmed neither by fire nor by iron. The drug was magic; not…some other chemical substance, it was oogie-boogie. Clearly, the word pharmakeia has much more to do with magic than muddleheadedness, witchcraft than water pipes, or sorcery than smack”.

59) This conclusion is correct, and is confirmed by the way in which the translators of the LXX used this family of words to translate certain Hebrew terms.

a) KaSHePH – witchcraft; this family of words is translated by the English witchcraft, sorcerer, or spell.  Ex 7:11, 22, 8:3; 1Kin 9:22; Ps 58:5; Mic 5:12
b) ‘aSHaPH – conjuror; one who summons the spirits of the dead – Dan 1:20, 2:2
60) Therefore, the main sense of this family of words focuses on the mysterious words, charms, herbs, and actions that are presumed to involve evil spiritual forces, and which are usually practiced to harm, kill, or to cause curses to come on others.

61) Without studying the etymology of this word and how it is used, some interpreters have jumped to the unwarranted conclusion that this verse condemns the use of drugs, which any coherent person will acknowledge is rampant in the modern world.

62) The fact is that there are no distinct prohibitions against drug use in the Bible; their use must be considered in light of more general passages that denigrate the pursuit of hedonistic pleasure (2Tim 3:4), altering one’s conscious state (Eph 5:18), and being obedient to the laws of the land (Rom 13:1-2); we do not support or condone the use of mind-altering substances, but that is not the focus of this passage.

63) For the positive, intellectually honest person there is sufficient biblical justification to condemn the use of illicit drugs, but this verse is not a proof-text for that position.

64) Many overzealous fundy groups hold the position that taking drugs (even prescribed ones) is always sinful and always associated with the occult; some even state that      using drugs is the equivalent of witchcraft, and should be punished by death.

65) It is of interest here that John did not use the more general term pharmakeia, which is the more general term for sorcery or magic.  Gal 5:20; Rev 18:23

66) Instead, he chose the term that was used to describe the potions used in the practice of magic rites, indicating that he did not want merely to condemn the general practice of magic but everything involved with it.

67) In other words, it is not the manufacture of drug concoctions designed for physical pleasure that is in view, it is the use of those combinations specifically designed for a more ‘enlightened’ religious experience that is condemned.

68) It is not the medicinal or even recreational use of drugs that is the problem here, it is the combination of the works of their hands, as they purposely explore and expand their experiences in direct contradiction to and substitution of the Word of God.

69) Given the vast amount of death and destruction that surrounds these people, it is mind-boggling that they persist in their pursuit of occult spells, sorceries, and pagan practices instead of turning to the God of Heaven.

70) The third area of unrighteousness is found in the Greek term porneia – immorality, which is a general term that deals with unlawful and/or unnatural sexual intercourse, including pornography, fornication, adultery, prostitution, homosexuality, bestiality, and even mental-attitude immorality.  cp Mk 7:21; Eph 5:3

71) It is the only term in this list that is singular, which further highlights the fact that it is a collective for various forms of immorality; this term also relates the problem of physical sexual sins to that of spiritual failure.  1Cor 6:18

72) While we will not deny that the problems related to physical sexual immorality are one of the major detriments to modern society, and these issues will undoubtedly continue in DSW and the Tribulation, it is hard to imagine mankind enjoying hedonistic pleasure in the most difficult time of mankind’s history.

73) Sex portrays the union of an individual with their god (1Cor 6:17), but these people will actively seek “union” with anyone or anything but the true God.

74) So the emphasis is on the spiritual immorality that has always plagued man; the reality is that people will continue to seek that which makes them feel good (physically or spiritually), in spite of the fact that they are violating the rules of normal/natural spiritual behavior.

75) The last indictment concerns their thefts, which denotes the actions of fraud, stealing, or secretly taking the property of another without his permission.

76) This is another hapax legomena, but the usage of klemma in the LXX clearly points to that which is stolen, rather than the act of stealing some object.  Ex 22:3, 4

77) This vice is rampant in the world today and can come in many forms including: bank fraud, cell phone fraud, computer fraud, credit card fraud, embezzling, forgery, insurance fraud, shoplifting, tax evasion, and many others.

78) However, the emphasis is once again on mankind’s spiritual sins, and this particular          offense relates to the fact that unbelievers work in unison against one another’s wellbeing, while congratulating each other for the evil perpetrated against themselves.

79) As their souls are ‘stolen’ from the rightful Owner, maladjusted volition encourages one another to ignore God’s +R demands and instead seek that which they consider the best course, individually and collectively.

80) These four areas of unrighteousness clearly focus on the human propensity to engage and function under the Sin Nature with no regard for the harm it does to themselves, others, or society at large.

81) If this is true in the physical realm (and it most decidedly is), how much more in the spiritual; unregenerate man will participate in these actions on a physical plane, but the spiritual results provide even more evidence that they will deserve their condemnation.

82) These are clearly functions of the genetic sin nature, arise in the mental attitude, are entertained as possibilities, and then finally acted out.  Mk 7:21-23

83) The only way to counter the corrupt nature of the old man is to reprogram the brain computer with Bible doctrine and begin to think the right things; only then will righteous actions be the result.

84) The basic human problem is selfishness/pride, which results in the types of activity that demonstrate no regard for the person, privacy, or property of another.

85) It is quite ironic that the human race is all too willing to obey and serve the will of their demonic masters, who will in turn repay them with torture, mayhem, and death!
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