The Gospel of Mark

Chapter Thirteen

Setting for the Olivet Discourse

Mt 24:1-3 & Mk 13:1-4 & Lk 21:5-7

Kai. evkporeuome,nou auvtou/ evk tou/ i`erou/ le,gei auvtw/| ei-j tw/n maqhtw/n auvtou/( Dida,skale( i;de potapoi. li,qoi kai. potapai. oivkodomai,Å
13:1 And as He was going out of the temple, one of His disciples said to Him, “Teacher, behold what wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings!” (c.c. kai. “and” + P D P G M S evkporeu,omai “as/during…going out” + G M 3s pro auvto,j “his” + prep w/ Ab N S w/d.a. evk to. i`ero,j “out from the temple” + N M S card adj ei-j “one” +  G M P w/d.a. o` maqhth,j “of/from the disciples” + G M 3s pro auvto,j “his” + P A I 3s le,gw “says” + D M 3s pro auvto,j “to him” + V M S dida,skaloj “teacher” + interj ptcl i;de “Look! Behold!” + N M P inter adj potapo,j – potapos “what kind?; how great?” +    N M P li,qoj “stones” + c.c. & N F P inter adj kai. potapo,j “and what kind/how great?” + N F P oivkodomh, – oikodomē “buildings”)

kai. o` Vihsou/j ei=pen auvtw/|( Ble,peij tau,taj ta.j mega,laj oivkodoma,jÈ ouv mh. avfeqh/| w-de li,qoj evpi. li,qon o]j ouv mh. kataluqh/|Å
13:2 And Jesus said to him, “Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone shall be left upon another which will not be torn down.” (c.c. & N M S prop n w/d.a. kai. o`  Vihsou/j “and the Jesus” + A A I 3s ei=pon “said” + D M 3s pro auvto,j “to him” + P A I 2s ble,pw “look at/see” + Ac F P dem pro ou-toj “these” + Ac F P adj & n w/d.a. h` me,gaj oivkodomh, “the great buildings” + neg ptcl x2 ouv mh. “absolutely/definitely not” + A P S 3s avfi,hmi “shall be released/left” + adv w-de “here” + N M S li,qoj “a stone” + prep w/ Ac M S evpi. li,qoj “upon a stone” + N M S rel pro o]j “which” + neg ptcl x2 ouv mh. “absolutely not” + P A S 3s katalu,w – kataluō “shall be torn down”)

1) Chapter 13 begins with the conclusion of a long day of teaching, and debate in the Temple precincts; it was not until the end of chapter 12 that Christ spent specific time with the disciples, but they should have been watching and listening to His interaction with the crowds during the day.

2) Like so many people, they had heard the information, but not understood it, and were confused and probably very tense; rather than seek clarification, they asked a rather pointless question because they did not know anything else to say.

3) It is conceivable that the statement of Mk 12:34 “no one dared to ask Him any more questions” included the disciples, who (after all) had seen the situation degrade from the Triumphal Entry to overt antagonism from the priests in only two days.

4) Matthew agrees that this question occurred after the band had left the Temple, and Luke gives no chronological indicators, but does not disagree, saying only it came “while some were talking about the temple”. Mt 24:1 & Lk 21:5

5) So the disciples, rather than ask about the Parable of the Tenants, paying a Gentile tax (immediately before Messiah’s ‘victory’), the afterlife, the foremost commandment, the half-compliment given to the scribe, the Son of David, the danger of the scribes, or proper giving, commented on the scenery.

6) It is commonly observed that people’s questions do not reveal their interest in some subject, but often seek to avoid some other subject; since the disciples felt uneasy with the day’s events, information, and ramifications, they sought a neutral topic with which there could be no disagreement.

7) Matthew’s record has several of the disciples commenting on the glory of the Temple, while Luke indicates Christ made the observation without prompting; probably all the disciples were discussing the beauty of the complex, then one (Peter?) made the comment to Jesus, and the reply was given to all of them.  Mt 24:1 & Lk 21:5

8) The interrogative adjective potapos, when used with exclamations of admiration, has the idea of “how great?”, meaning there are none in the same category (cp Mt 8:27; 1Jn 3:1); the stones of the Temple buildings were awe-inspiring, but compared to the importance of Christ’s teaching, and the reactions to it, were little more than common.

9) Regarding these stones, Josephus says:

a) the largest were 40 x 8 x 12 cubits (about 60 x 12 x 18 ft.)

b) the pillars supporting the porches were almost 40 ft. high, and all of one stone

c) the weight of the largest stones approached 100 tons

d) they were shaped and placed so perfectly on one another that a knife blade could not be passed between them

e) the stones themselves were polished limestone/marble, brilliant white and highly reflective at sunrise and sunset, and were overlaid with ornate gold decoration

f) during the siege of 70 AD, it took six days’ battering to break through the walls surrounding the Temple

10) It is also plausible that the disciples, still caught up in Messianic fervor/hope, wanted their King to see that Jerusalem was indeed worthy of His favor, since the Temple compound itself was so magnificent.

11) Again we find that those who want something badly enough will ignore all reason, logic, teaching, exhortation, and rebuke, in order to cling to their false positions.

12) Jesus’ reply was characteristically no-nonsense and to the point: these men thought their comment had no express theological import, but He turned it back to what should occupy the believer’s every thought, the relation to God’s Word. cp 2Cor 10:5 “We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ”
13) In 11:17, He had quoted Jer 7:11 as documentation that the priests were abusing the Temple worship system, and the context following that verse predicted that the Lord would therefore destroy Solomon’s Temple; the destruction of Jerusalem must be understood as judgment from God, not merely Roman revenge for rebellion.

14) Notice that He does not deny that they were indeed great buildings, but also did not focus on the temporal; no matter how permanent they might seem, they were destined to suffer the fate of all things that are opposed to God and His messengers.

15) The Temple compound was approximately 600 ft. square (larger than a city block), with the highest wall surrounding it almost 450 ft. high (45 stories), and the lowest wall at 160 ft; its full measure took up 1/6th of the city.

16) In about 20 BC, Herod had begun restoration and improvements on the Temple (the last 50 years), and they would continue until about 63 AD; ironically, the construction would be completed only some six years before its destruction.

17) Because God’s Word stated they would be destroyed, He makes His pronouncement in the strongest terms possible – the negative ou negates a fact, while the weaker mē denies the very idea; in modern vernacular, one would say “don’t even think it won’t happen”.  cp Mk 14:31

18) The Roman Fort Antonio also stood by the Temple, and was in fact even larger, but since that structure was not the subject of the disciples’ comment, there is no need to demand its destruction as well.

19) The second occurrence of the double negative speaks to the fact that there was no way even one stone would be left upon another, and reinforces the dogmatic assertion that the destruction would be disastrous and total.

20) The word kataluō literally means “loosed down”, and refers to an outside force acting upon what is destroyed; it is not as if Christ was merely teaching the concept of entropy, He is saying these things would suffer destruction at the hands of men.

21) It was typical Roman practice to base the level of destruction on the degree of resist-ance by the city’s inhabitants; the fact Christ stated not one stone would remain on another (indicating constructed materials) means that He knew this would be accomp-lished within the same generation, under the same occupying force.

22) The destruction of the Temple compound was so complete that, according to Josephus (The Wars of the Jews, VII. 1) “there was left nothing to make those that came thither believe it had ever been inhabited”.

Seeking More Information

Kai. kaqhme,nou auvtou/ eivj to. :Oroj tw/n VElaiw/n kate,nanti tou/ i`erou/ evphrw,ta auvto.n katV ivdi,an Pe,troj kai. VIa,kwboj kai. VIwa,nnhj kai. VAndre,aj(
13:3 And as He was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter and James and John and Andrew were questioning Him privately, (c.c. & P D P G M S (circ) kai. ka,qhmai “and while/as…sitting” + G M 3s pro auvto,j “his; he was” + prep w/ Ac N S w/d.a. eivj to. o;roj “unto/upon the mountain/mount” + G F P w/d.a. h` evlai,a  “of the olives” + prep w/ G N S w/d.a. kate,nanti to. i`ero,j “opposite the temple” + N M S prop n x4 & c.c. x3 Pe,troj kai. VIa,kwboj kai. VIwa,nnhj kai. VAndre,aj “Peter and James and John and Andrew” + I A I 3s (incept) evperwta,w (GT = evphrw,ta) “began quest-ioning” + Ac M 3s pro auvto,j “him” + prep w/ Ac F S pro kata, i;dioj “privately”)

Eivpo.n h`mi/n( po,te tau/ta e;stai kai. ti, to. shmei/on o[tan me,llh| tau/ta suntelei/sqai pa,ntaÈ
13:4 “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign when all these things are going to be fulfilled?” (A A Ip 2s ei=pon “say/tell” + D 1p pro evgw, “to us” + inter adv po,te “when?” + N N P dem pro ou-toj “these things” + F I 3s eivmi, “will be” + c.c. & Ac N S inter pro kai. ti,j “and what?” + N N S w/d.a. to. shmei/on “the sign” + temp indef con o[tan “whenever” + N N P pa/j (GT = pa,nta) “all” + N N P dem pro   ou-toj “these things” + P A S 3s me,llw “might be about/going” + P P If suntele,w – sunteleō “to be completed together”)

1) After continuing on (probably in silence), Jesus and the men took a short break, sitting down for some rest before crossing the summit of the Mount of Olives.

2) The fact He was opposite the Temple meant that it was still in full view, with no indication anything was amiss; this would likely provoke the disciples’ curiosity even more, since the finality of Jesus’ pronouncement indicated its fulfillment was near.

3) Mark records that it was only the four disciples who came to Him privately, Mt 24:3 gives a generic “the disciples came”, while Lk 21:7 says only “they questioned Him”. 

a) Matthew’s emphasis is on the disciples as a whole seeking information, as one would expect from positive volition – perhaps the men were sent as a delegation

b) Luke stresses that those surrounding Him were interested in more details, as opposed to those He had just left

4) Peter, James, and John have been seen as the closest confidants of Jesus on two other occasions (5:37, 9:2), and will be seen as His sole companions in the Garden of Gethsemane (14:33); Andrew, as Peter’s brother, would naturally have followed him to find out what Christ meant – not having been excluded, he was free to approach.

5) One aspect of the Greek that is difficult to express in the English is that these men were acting in concert, almost as one, seen in the 3rd singular of eperōtaō; this does not mean that all four spoke the same question, nor that only one spoke, it means these four men were motivated by the same desire and each had the drive to pursue it.

6) Their question does contain a certain measure of faith – even though they could not understand how or even why this would happen, they accepted the fact that it was inevitable, and were now interested in when.

7) Given their mistaken understanding of Messiah’s victorious ascension to the throne, it is most likely they considered these events to be at the same time; it is also at least likely that they believed the Temple would be destroyed so as to build the new Millennial Temple. cp Eze 40-43

8) Mt 24:3 has three questions, and equates the time all these things are going to be fulfilled with Christ’s coming and “the end of the age”; Lk 21:7 makes clear they were seeking an identifying signal that the events were “about to take place”, so they could watch for that forewarning.

9) The disciples knew the Temple had been destroyed in the past, and therefore it could conceivably happen again; it would appear they wanted a clear indication this was not going to be simple hard times, but God working to bring His Plan to completion.

10) Thus, we see a rare occasion when the disciples did not fall into superficial thinking, but recognized that natural catastrophes do not always indicate ‘the end is near’.

What the Sign Will Not Be

Mt 24:4-14 & Mk 13:5-13 & Lk 21:8-19

o` de. VIhsou/j h;rxato le,gein auvtoi/j( Ble,pete mh, tij u`ma/j planh,sh|\
13:5 And Jesus began to say to them, “See to it that no one misleads you. (weak adv de. “but; now” + N M S prop n w/d.a. o` VIhsou/j “the Jesus” + A M I 3s a;rcw “began” +  P A If le,gw “to say” + D M 3p pro auvto,j “to them” + P A Ip 2p ble,pw “all/each of you see to it/beware” + neg ptcl & N M S indef pro mh, ti.j “not anyone” + A A S 3s plana,w – planaō “might lead astray/deceive” + Ac 2p pro su, “you”)

polloi. evleu,sontai evpi. tw/| ovno,mati, mou le,gontej o[ti VEgw, eivmi( kai. pollou.j planh,sousinÅ
13:6  “Many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am He!’ and will mislead many.       (N M P adj polu,j “many” + F D I 3p e;rcomai “will arrive/come” + prep w/ L N S w/d.a. evpi. to. o;noma – onoma “upon the reputation of/in the name” + G 1s pro evgw, “my” +       P A P N M P le,gw “saying” + exp con (quote) o[ti untranslated + N 1s pro & P I 1s evgw, eivmi, “I am” + c.c. kai. “and” + F A I 3p plana,w “they will cause to stray/mislead” + Ac M P adj polu,j “many”)

o[tan de. avkou,shte pole,mouj kai. avkoa.j pole,mwn( mh. qroei/sqe\ dei/ gene,sqai( avllV ou;pw to. te,lojÅ
13:7 “And when you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be frightened; those things must take place; but that is not yet the end. (weak adv de. “but/and” + indef temp con o[tan “whenever” + A A S 2p avkou,w “you might hear” + Ac M P po,lemoj – polemos “wars” + c.c. kai. “and” + Ac F P avkoh, “messages” + G M P po,lemoj “of wars” + neg ptcl w/ P P Ip 2p mh. qroe,w – throeō “do not be disturbed/alarmed/frightened” +    P A I 3s dei/ “it must” + A D If gi,nomai “become/take place” + str adv avlla, “but” supply “that is” + neg temp adv ou;pw “not yet” + N N S w/d.a. to. te,loj “the completion/end”)

evgerqh,setai ga.r e;qnoj evpV e;qnoj kai. basilei,a evpi. basilei,an( e;sontai seismoi. kata. to,pouj( e;sontai limoi,\ avrch. wvdi,nwn tau/taÅ
13:8 “For nation will arise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there will also be famines. These things are merely the beginning of birth pangs. (exp con ga.r “for/because” + N N S e;qnoj – ethnos “nation” + F P I 3s evgei,rw “will be raised” + prep w/ Ac N S evpi. e;qnoj “upon/against nation” + c.c. & N F S kai. basilei,a “and kingdom” + prep w/ Ac F S evpi. basilei,a “against kingdom” + F I 3p eivmi, “there will be” + N M P seismo,j – seismos “earth-quakes” + prep w/ Ac M P kata. to,poj “according to places; in various places” + F I 3p eivmi, “there will be” + N F P limo,j – limos “famines” + N N P dem pro ou-toj “these things” + N F S avrch. “a beginning” + G F P wvdi,n – ōdin “of labor pains”)

1) By beginning His response with the weak adversative de, Christ implies that the answer they sought was not what they were expecting;  rather than directly give them what they wanted, He begins with that which may appear to be the sign, but is not.

2) He is saying that they must not focus on events, but on Him – believers must not be distracted from the Truth, even though circumstances will present that temptation.

3) This individual responsibility is seen in the 2nd plural Imperative of blepō, telling each of them to do this for themselves; each of us is also to protect and exhort other bel-ievers (cp Js 5:19-20), but this requires our own spiritual house be in order.  Mt 7:3-5

4) While people, the cosmos, and the forces of the Angelic Conflict can pressure us to deny God’s Plan for our lives, it is our own obligation to resist; it is only by personal knowledge of, and effort toward, the WoG that we can be protected.  cp Js 4:7

5) In addition, the source of the attempted distraction is given in purposely vague terms – mē tis is, literally, “not anyone”, meaning the attack could come from any person, anywhere, under any number of circumstances, but the result would be the same.

6) As seen before (12:24, 27), the word planaō originally meant to wander away from one’s authority, as in a sheep straying from its shepherd (Mt 18:12); it logically came to mean a student mentally leaving the boundaries set by their teacher, thus to be deceived by an outside source into leaving the Truth for ‘more desirable’ error.

7) Several uses of the word indicate that self-deception is produced by:

a) unrepentant STA activity – 1Cor 6:9

b) failure to separate – 1Cor 15:33

c) thinking one can ‘get away with’ refusal to apply – Gal 6:7

d) empty religion – Col 2:18

e) pursuit of worldly details – 2Tim 4:10; 2Pet 2:15

f) claiming that ‘it isn’t fair’, or that God is trying to get you to sin – Js 1:13-16

g) denying the functional existence of the sin nature – 1Jn 1:8

h) failing to consider the overt actions of one claiming righteousness – 1Jn 3:7

i) tolerating a spiritual leader without credentials or an accurate message – Rev 2:20

8) The first of three areas in which believers have been consistently tested to drift from the Truth is identification of a pretender as the Christ, and following their message in contradiction to Scripture.

9) Until Jesus’ advent as Messiah, there were many who falsely claimed to be legitimate spokesmen for God, but none who actually claimed to be the Christ; almost imme-diately afterward (ca. 104 AD) false christs began to appear and claim the title for themselves.

10) Throughout the Church Age, the ignorant, naïve, and (spiritually) simple minded have been led astray by those who claimed to be either a prophet or a christ; it is more prevalent today than ever, with a multiplicity of men (and women) proclaiming deity for themselves or others.

11) However, Christ’s words here point to the actual declaration of oneself as the Incarnate Son of God, seen by the use of egō eimi, meaning I am, the most literal Greek translation of the Hebrew name Yhwh.  cp Jn 8:58

12) This is also seen in the use of the preposition epi with onoma – name; the construc-tion indicates intimate contact, and therefore speaks of claiming as their own the reputation belonging solely to Jesus.

13) In other words, despite all the evidence and proof that Jesus was indeed the promised Messiah, He would be rejected by unbelievers as the God-Man, who instead would choose someone without proper credentials. Jn 5:43 “I have come in My Father's name, and you do not receive Me; if another shall come in his own name, you will receive him.”
14) Sadly, this also applies to believers, who, after salvation, fall for the line of an anti-christ and embrace a person as their savior/god.  1Jn 2:18-22

15) Additionally, this is not some rare situation, but a numerically great number of believers will be taken in by these spiritual con-men; again we find the principle that mankind tends toward ignorance, and this willfully so.

16) Two additional comments from Lk 21:8 bear repeating: certain of these fakers will claim to be ushering in the Millennial rule, leading believers to sell all their posses-sions, move to the wilderness, etc, but positive volition is told “do not go after them”.

17) The second warning recognizes that political upheaval often leads believers to think that society is ending, and therefore the 2nd Advent will be required if mankind is to survive.

18) It is again observed that this information required the passage of history, the indefinite conjunction hotan points out that believers will hear of several wars throughout the Church Age, and at any particular time (early or late).

19) Here, the Greek construction of akouō with the Accusatives of wars and rumors of wars indicates accuracy in the message, not a merely a threat or potential of war, but hearing and understanding that a war has actually broken out.

20) The translation “rumors” gives the impression of an inaccurate report, but the word akoē has more the idea of messages, reports, or news (cp Mk 1:28); the point is that, at certain times, believers will suffer through cataclysmic violence.

21) The command do not be frightened demands that the believer is oriented to God’s control of all situations, and obedience to the commands; if one does not want to be afraid of any danger, small, large, or massive, they do not have to be.  Mt 10:28-31

22) The use of throeō in 2Th 2:2 reveals that this is not simple alarm, but a life altering development that could destroy one’s Christian advance; war and all its horrors shatters lives and societies, but this in itself is only mankind operating under the collective STA, therefore an adjusted believer has no cause to fear it.  cp Ps 27:3

23) The impersonal verb dei – must looks to something that is obligated to occur, or is a necessary precursor of something else:

a) Satan still has control over the cosmos, and in his efforts to fulfill his plan he causes suffering for whole populations – 2Th 2:7

b) mankind must be allowed to operate under free will, including domination of those who are weaker, and the pursuit of national wealth through violence

c) the believer who understands God’s Essence, however, sees that it is ultimately His Plan being fulfilled, and does not lose heart to the actions of men, but recog-nizes that the armies of men will be permitted to do no more damage than God allows – cp 2Kin 19:35

24) So all the wars of man’s history, past and future, do not indicate that God has lost control, nor that He must take drastic action based on them; rather, they are leading up to the end, but may or may not be distant from it. cp Lk 21:9c
25) The Passive voice of egeirō – “will be raised” also points to God’s Sovereignty, as the leadership of a nation fulfills His Will (quite unintentionally) by attacking another nation; the King of the Universe uses those He has placed in authority to move mankind to the physical, societal, and spiritual state in which He wishes them. Pr 21:1 “The king's heart is like channels of water in the hand of the LORD; He turns it wherever He wishes.”
26) The reference to kingdom against kingdom speaks of localized ‘non-declared’ war-fare, as well as civil war within a nation itself.

27) Added to these man-made disasters, earthquakes – referring to all manner of natural catastrophes – will devastate large areas, bringing with them even more destruction in their aftermath.

28) The reference to famines speaks of the results of earthquakes, droughts, insect infestations, poor crop conditions, etc; it sums up the suffering mankind will experience due to natural disasters, but as their result, not the catastrophe itself.

29) Lk 21:11 adds that “great earthquakes” will occur, as well as “plagues…terrors, and great signs from heaven”; on top of God’s work in mankind’s life, scaring them into depending on Him, the point is that chaotic conditions, man-made or ‘random’, will impact the lives of believers, and none of these demand that God be about to return.

30) The fact these are the beginning of birth pangs does hint that disasters are to be observed and related to God’s work, but they are not an indication of an immediate return of Christ, any more than labor pains indicate a birth in progress.

31) The analogy to labor pains teaches several principles:

a) as any woman who has experienced even a single labor pain can testify, there is no doubt that she is pregnant – in the same way, it is foolish to deny that God’s Plan is progressing when obvious signs are seen every day

b) labor pains are necessary, for the survival of both mother and infant – as traumatic as they are, without experiencing them and what causes them, neither would survive

c) the closer the birth, the more intense and frequent the pains become – the closer earth gets to the 2nd Advent, the more of these disasters will occur

32) The Roman Christians ca. 67 AD could take great comfort from this information, since:

a) false christs and their ‘prophets’ had spread throughout the empire, teaching every imaginable deception and leading many astray – cp 2Th 2:2

b) the emperors Caligula, Claudius, and Nero had all threatened war against the Jews, and Tiberius was moving to destroy Jerusalem at that very time

c) four major earthquakes had rocked parts of the Roman empire between the time this prophecy was given and their present – Crete (46), Rome (51), Phrygia (60), and Campania (63)

d) there were four major famines during this period, one of which is mentioned in Ac 11:28 (ca. 44 AD)

33) Those who believed the truth of Christ’s words could stay focused on fulfilling His Will for their lives, which is the emphasis of the first 13 verses of this section; do not be concerned with signs, continue doing what you have been commanded, observing signs as they appear, but not being consumed with their meaning.

Personal Suffering and the End

ble,pete de. u`mei/j e`autou,j\ paradw,sousin u`ma/j eivj sune,dria kai. eivj sunagwga.j darh,sesqe kai. evpi. h`gemo,nwn kai. basile,wn staqh,sesqe e[neken evmou/ eivj martu,rion auvtoi/jÅ
13:9 “But be on your guard; for they will deliver you to the courts, and you will be flogged in the synagogues, and you will stand before governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them. (weak adv de. “but” + N 2p pro su, (GT = u`mei/j) “you yourselves” + P A Ip 2p ble,pw “watch; beware” + Ac M 2p reflex pro e`autou/ “yourselves” + F A I 3p paradi,dwmi “they will betray/deliver” + Ac 2p pro su, “you” + prep w/ Ac N P eivj sune,drion – sunedrion “unto town councils/courts” + c.c. kai. “and” + F P I 2p de,rw (GT = darh,sesqe)  “you will be whipped repeatedly/flogged” + prep w/ Ac F P eivj sunagwgh, “unto/in synagogues” + c.c. kai. “and” + F P I 2p i[sthmi (GT = staqh,sesqe)  “you will be made to stand” + prep w/ G M P x2 & c.c. evpi. h`gemw,n kai. basileu,j “upon/in the presence of governors and kings” + prep w/ G 1s pro e[neka evgw “on account of me; for my sake” + prep w/ Ac N S eivj martu,rion – marturion “unto/for a witness/testimony” + D M 3p pro auvto,j “to them”)

kai. eivj pa,nta ta. e;qnh prw/ton dei/ khrucqh/nai to. euvagge,lionÅ
13:10 “And the gospel must first be preached to all the nations. (c.c. kai. “and” +      N N S w/d.a. to. euvagge,lion “the good news/gospel” + P A I 3s dei/ “is obligated/it must” + A P If khru,ssw (GT = khrucqh/nai) “be proclaimed” + prep w/ Ac N P adj eivj pa/j “unto all” + Ac N P w/d.a. to. e;qnoj “the nations” + ord adv prw/toj “first in order”)

1) Christ now tells His followers to prepare for suffering directly related to adherence to His Plan; an increased emphasis on personal responsibility is seen in the strengthened command, from “you watch” of vs 5 to “you yourselves watch yourselves”.

2) A dual meaning is present with the reflexive pronoun heautou – “yourselves”, since:

a) this cautious observation must be personally made to prevent surprise, and

b) the source of the attack could easily be oneself!

3) It is not that we are to guard against these things in order to prevent them from happening (cp Mk 8:15), rather that we are not to be taken off guard or distracted from our Christian walk when personal distress comes our way.  cp 1Pet 4:12-13

4) As difficult as it is to deal with societal and natural catastrophes, little approaches the physical, mental, and soulish misery brought on by personal suffering, especially from the source of betrayal by those whom one trusted.  cp Ps 41:9;  Lk 22:48

5) The Christian must be aware of their surroundings, and watching for, anticipating, and responding appropriately to the actions of the negative – whatever their source, moti-vation, or potential outcome.

6) Lk 21:12 records that the previous occurrences would not precede the disciples’ suffering at the hands of an even worse adversary, by saying “before all these things, they will lay their hands on you…”.

7) Christian suffering will not be limited to natural catastrophes, and the presence of those disasters, while known to be a judgment from God, will not indicate that their ultimate vindication is near.

8) I.e., before what are commonly assumed to be ‘signs’, believers will suffer at the hands of the evil, and then when those disasters occur, it only means there is more to go; history must unfold on a societal and personal level, and suffering does not, by itself, signify anything more than that the Plan of God is continuing (and so must we).

9) Each of the verbs used in these statements is a Future tense, indicating a definite future fact, not merely a possibility as the English future implies; religious perse-cution in a world run by God’s arch-enemy is inevitable in the life of each believer, and each of us must learn to expect it and how to deal with it.

10) The ambiguous 3rd person they will deliver… points to the fact that this persecution can and will come from any number of sources, including those who are overtly hostile to the Plan of God, those who are ‘neutral’ (but do nothing to help), and even our closest friends who cave in to the pressures of the Angelic Conflict. cp 2Tim 4:16

11) This has been true throughout the Church Age (and will intensify in DSW), but betrayal by those closest to us must not distract us from our primary goal, obedience to God in spite of rejection by any person or persons.

12) The word deliver is the same used for Judas’ betrayal of Jesus to the Sanhedrin (Mk 14:10), and literally means “give alongside”, and coming to mean “hand something/ someone over to another”, indicating close contact and transfer of one’s ‘property’ (e.g. a relationship and all it includes) to another, without thought or desire for return.

13) The sunedrion were civil councils of town authorities, much similar to today; rather than legal courts, they were responsible for running the day-to-day business of the town, including punishing those guilty of violating religious and municipal precepts.

14) This would relate to cosmic groups who attack Christians for their supposed refusal to align with the accepted norms of the local society in which they live; the believer who is adjusted to the principle of grace might face civil penalties for working on Sunday, or consuming alcohol in their front yard.

15) Of course, we are commanded to abide by whatever rules our governmental author-ities have placed upon us, fair or not (Rom 13:1), but this views persecution based on refusal to follow a rule that violates God’s commands, not a matter of personal freedom that contradicts legalistic demands.

16) The mention of synagogues moved this persecution for following Christ up another notch – not only would society penalize them on a merely civic level, but the entire foundation of their society would be brought to bear upon them.

17) The synagogue was not only the place to meet for worship services, but was the town’s major social event; to be chastised at this level would include all one’s friends, family, employers/business contacts, etc.

18) The most extreme form of punishment brought by the synagogue as a religious authority was excommunication, but individual synagogues also enforced the precepts of the Mosaic Law, levied fines, and publicly flogged wrongdoers.

19) According to the Mishnah tractate Makkoth (“beatings”), the rules given in Dt 25:2-3 were developed for synagogue use, with specific limits and requirements:

a) three elders were to determine if any particular crime deserved a beating, and how harsh (in severe cases 23 elders were required)

b) the offender was made to lie down, before all the elders and the people, while a servant of the synagogue stood on a stone behind them

c) the lash used was a strap of calf leather, divided into four thongs, with smaller thongs woven through each to make it stronger

d) while the Law gave the maximum number of strokes as 40, the Mishnah forbade more than 39, lest an accidental miscount lead to violation of the prohibition – cp 2Cor 11:24

e) up to 13 strokes were applied to the chest and 26 to the back

f) men and women were subject to scourging, although children were generally exempt from public beatings 

20) Ac 5:40 is a direct fulfillment of this prophecy, but history is replete with examples of believers who have been subjected to the most cruel and brutal punishments within the confines of ecclesiastical authority, which is the point of the warning.

21) The focus is not merely on religious unbelievers, although they are of course included, but the fact that Jews would betray fellow Jews into their synagogues portrays the fact Christians will often sacrifice their fellow brethren up to religious organizations through deception and disloyalty.

22) The third warning involves being brought before higher civil authorities on charges exceeding mere disobedience, but up to and including rebellion and treason.

23) Thus, persecution for an appropriate CWL moves through the levels of suffering, beyond simple disapproval of one’s immediate neighbors, through established organ-izational attacks, all the way to presentation to political rulers as enemies of the state.

24) The governors were given authority to speak on behalf of Caesar, and administered his justice in legal and commercial matters, but were appointed and recalled according to his whims; this refers to authority figures who must answer to a higher power, but are still in a position to punish someone within that power’s rules.  cp Ac 26:32

25) The kings were those who exercised absolute power within a certain area, who were free to act however they wished, and could (if desired) inflict capital punishment based solely on their wishes. cp Ac 12:1-3

26) That we are not to pursue such an audience, through personal ‘witnessing’ or civil disobedience, is seen in the Passive voice of histēmi, “you will be made to stand”; this refers both to involuntary commands to appear, as well as an opportunity that is brought one’s way, whatever the circumstances might be.

27) The agent of this enforced presentation is none other than God Himself, since He controls history (personal and collective), and arranges these things in order to present all men with a testimony to them.

28) While the Dative of autos – to them may be translated as “against them”, in the sense that the world’s maltreatment of believers will be used against them at the Great White Throne, the context does not indicate a promise of vindication as much as the ability to fulfill their role as heralds, and that in the most unlikely of circumstances.

29) This refers to the fact that God will set up opportunity to give a gospel hearing to those with whom we would normally have no access; brought forth as a criminal, the Christian is able to give the gospel by means of their defense.

30) It should also be noted that the cause for presentation before political authorities does not include suffering for actual crimes or misbehavior, as seen in the requirement that it be for My sake. 1Pet 4:15-16

31) In fact, the statement of Scripture is that if one suffers imprisonment due to their own violations, they should not expect any miraculous deliverance from the punishment.  Mt 5:25-26

32) That this pattern of mistreatment, for no crime other than adjustment to God’s Direct-ive Will, follows Jesus’ own experience is the point behind verses such as Jn 15:18-21

33) This is a witness that adjusted Christianity bears no threat to the state, as well as an opportunity to evangelize, both the authorities and those around them.  cp Phi 4:22

34) Still another indication ignored by the false position of Immanence is that the suffering of Christians must continue until the message was carried out throughout the world; the designation all the nations must either be taken as a figurative description of only the known world (without precedent), or the entire population of earth must receive a clear explanation of the gospel before Christ can return. cp Gen 12:3

35) This also contains a promise for the adjusted believer, that the messenger may be crushed, but not the message. cp 2Tim 2:8-9

36) Mt 24:9 makes it clear that this does not demand a universal acceptance of the gospel, in fact the persecution and suffering will be included in the international experience of believers, since Christians “will be hated by all nations on account of My Name”.

37) In fact, the use of the adverb prōtos indicates that before it can even be considered that signs of the end are appearing, each national entity in existence at any specific time must have a representative of the Truth present within it; the fact that this has occurred only in modern times is worth notice.  cp Mt 24:14 “…and then the end shall come”
How To Give the Best Witness

kai. o[tan a;gwsin u`ma/j paradido,ntej( mh. promerimna/te ti, lalh,shte( avllV o] eva.n doqh/| u`mi/n evn evkei,nh| th/| w[ra| tou/to lalei/te\ ouv ga,r evste u`mei/j oi` lalou/ntej avlla. to. pneu/ma to. a[gionÅ
13:11 “And when they arrest you and deliver you up, do not be anxious beforehand about what you are to say, but say whatever is given you in that hour; for it is not you who speak, but it is the Holy Spirit. (c.c. & temp con kai. o[tan “and whenever” + P A S 3p a;gw “they might lead” + Ac 2p pro su, “you” + P A P N M P paradi,dwmi (causal) “because they are betraying” + neg ptcl w/ P A Ip 2p mh. promerimna,w – promerimnaō (1x) “do not take thought/be anxious beforehand” + Ac N S indef pro ti,j “what” + A A S 2p lale,w “you might/should speak” + str adv avlla. “but rather” + N N S rel pro & ptcl/uncert o[j eva.n “whatever” + A P S 3s di,dwmi “might be given” + D 2p pro su, “to you” + prep w/ L F S dem adj evn evkei/noj “in that” + L F S w/d.a. h` w[ra “the hour” + Ac N S dem pro ou-toj “this” + P A Ip 2p lale,w “speak” + exp con ga.r “for; because” + neg ptcl w/ P I 2p & N 2p pro ouv eivmi, su, “you are not” + P A P N M P w/d.a. (subs) o` lale,w “the one speaking” + str adv avlla. “but rather” + N N S n & adj w/d.a. to. pneu/ma to. a[gioj “the Holy Spirit”)

1) This verse has been distorted by various groups and denominations to forbid preparation before any number of public speaking engagements, including evangel-izing groups of people, as well as court dates, business meetings, and church services.

2) Of the latter, many preachers actually take pride in their ignorance, and do not go to school or seminary, instead boasting that they are ‘relying on the Holy Ghost’: this denies the context of the verse, one’s defense when they arrest you.

3) The indefinite temporal conjunction hotan with the Subjunctive of agō – “lead” looks to the potential of this arrest coming at any particular time, not as to whether it might or might not occur; it is also noteworthy that Christ does not tell them that the possibility for arrest exists, but moves directly to instructions for when it does.

4) It is true that the Holy Spirit speaks through any believer who is in fellowship and trying to maintain accuracy, whatever their situation might be (evangelization, exhort-ation, teaching, etc.), but the promise here deals specifically with the previous context of religious persecution and suffering for the Truth.

5) The word translated accurately do not be anxious beforehand is promerimnaō, used in Scripture only one time, and means to take concerned thought before it is neces-sary, thus to plan ahead due to worry that one’s message be accurate and effective.

6) This would be an understandable temptation given the potential results of the previ-ously listed attacks, but the primary lesson is that by being aware of the inevitable confrontations the Angelic Conflict will bring our way, we can avoid surprise and worry when they do arise.

7) Again, this does not teach that preparation for an interview or examination somehow lacks faith, it deals with situations of high stress and possibly dangerous outcomes.

8) This is further borne out by the use of laleō, as opposed to legō, for communication contrasted with simple talking; this promise looks to communication of a prepared message – it is also true that to the degree one strives to remain in fellowship, even their everyday language will be without sin (and thus from the HS). cp Eph 4:29

9) This also does not rule out mental and spiritual preparation, through prayer and consideration of relevant doctrines; they were promised information would be given [them] in that hour, but this does not mean they were to blank their minds until the hour of defense arrived.  cp Ac 22:1, 24:10, 26:2

10) The promise is that, to the degree it is necessary and we are in fellowship, the Holy Spirit will provide, supernaturally, whatever will be most effective in our spoken words. cp Ac 4:13-14

11) It should be obvious that this does not entail an hypnotic trance or robotic present-ation, it is all the more miraculous because the HS is able to use our own personality, vocabulary, and speaking style, prompting our mental processes so that we speak that which is most effective; He guides our thoughts, He does not seize our tongues.

12) This is also not a guarantee that the defense will be successful, which would deny the reality of Mt 24:9; rather, our opponents will be unable to defeat us fairly, but will be forced to demonstrate themselves as unrighteous opponents to the Truth.  cp Ac 6:8f

13) In reaction to the distortion described above, certain interpreters have claimed that this promise was given only to the Apostles and early Church, but the fact it appears before the first sign of the end is listed makes it equally applicable to every believer in the Church Age.

14) Nor is this a prohibition against addressing those in positions of honor as such: addressing a judge as “your honor”, or a king as “majesty” does no disservice to the cause of the Truth.  cp Ac 26:2, 25; Rom 13:7 

15) It does no small amount of good to remember, as well, that no man holds absolute sway over your life, and there is no one but God whom we need to fear.  Mt 10:28; Rom 8:31b “…If God is for us, who is against us?”
16) This lesson had been taught on at least two other occasions: in His general teaching ministry, even before the switch to parabolic instruction (Lk 12:11), and the first missionary journey (Mt 10:19).

a) it is possible this account is out of chronological order, although it is more likely the lesson was repeatedly given

b) again we see that “repetition is the mother of wisdom” – cp 2Tim 2:14; Tit 3:1

17) Luke’s account (21:15) has the Source for this “wisdom which none of your oppo-nents will be able to resist or refute” as being Jesus Christ Himself, expressing equality between the Son and the Spirit, as well as supplementing Jn 16:13-16.

The Degree of Antagonism

kai. paradw,sei avdelfo.j avdelfo.n eivj qa,naton kai. path.r te,knon( kai. evpanasth,sontai te,kna evpi. gonei/j kai. qanatw,sousin auvtou,j\
13:12 “And brother will deliver brother to death, and a father his child; and children will rise up against parents and have them put to death. (c.c. kai. “and” +   N M S avdelfo.j “brother” + F A I 3s paradi,dwmi “will betray/deliver” + Ac M S avdelfo.j “brother” + prep w/ Ac M S eivj qa,natoj “unto/up to death” + c.c. & N M S kai.  path.r “and a father” + Ac N S te,knon “a child” + c.c. kai. “and” + N N P te,knon “children” + F D I 3p evpani,sthmi – epanistēmi “will rise up against” + prep w/ Ac M P  evpi. goneu,j – goneus “upon/against parents” + c.c. & F A I 3p kai. qanato,w “and put…to death” + Ac M 3p auvto,j “them”)

kai. e;sesqe misou,menoi u`po. pa,ntwn dia. to. o;noma, mouÅ o` de. u`pomei,naj eivj te,loj ou-toj swqh,setaiÅ
13:13 “And you will be hated by all on account of My name, but the one who endures to the end, he shall be saved. (c.c. kai. “and” + F I 2p & P P P N M P eivmi, mise,w – miseō “you will be being hated” + prep w/ Ab M P adj u`po. pa/j “by all” + prep w/ Ac N S w/d.a. dia. to. o;noma, “on account of/because of the name” + G 1s pro evgw, “my” + weak adv de. “but” + A A P N M S w/d.a. o` u`pome,nw – hupomenō “the one/he who has endured” + prep w/ Ac N S eivj te,loj “unto the completion/end” + N M S dem pro ou-toj “this one” + F P I 3s sw,|zw “will be delivered/saved”)

1) If the disciples had been shocked by Christ’s predictions of future suffering, from natural and/or man-made disasters and from overt persecution by civic, religious, and state authorities, they were doubtless stunned when He described just how far per-sonal betrayal would extend.

2) However, this information was vital for their understanding, just as it is for our own; we cannot allow negative volition to surprise or dismay us, nor to distract us from our continued application – whoever betrays us, and in whatever sense they do so.

3) Again we see information that had already been taught, as early as Mt 10:21 and 10:36; the repetition is designed to reinforce the reality of this betrayal, as well as to guard against surprise that it will have occurred.

4) It is also worth notice that these are things that were readily available from a study of the prophetic books of the OT: Mic 7:6 (quoted in Mt 10:36) spoke of a time of personal and national sin leading to desolation (Mic 6:13f), shortly before restoration and national prosperity (Mic 7:9f). 

5) In other words, Jesus was not given this information via OmSc, and was obliquely (not in a direct, straightforward, or natural way) showing that, if they had been studying the WoG, they would have already known these things.  cp Hos 4:6a 

6) It was this information Paul amplified in 2Tim 3:1-5; the lesson must be learned that it is only by diligent study of God’s Word that the believer will become informed, and only by putting it to use that they will survive and be successful.

7) However, far from an abusive or condescending teacher, Christ began to teach what they needed to know, answering their questions without reproof for their ignorance, warning them what would come in their own lives and the lives of all believers.

8) The vocabulary indicates, as well, that the brother who betrays his own brother does so from willful antagonism, rather than simple soul fainting; to deliver them to death indicates they know full well what will be the consequences of their treachery.

9) Indeed, the strongest relationship in terms of inherent affection, children toward their own parents, will be violated to the extent that an active role in their own deaths will occur; this will not be based on some psychological imbalance, but will be due to pure hatred of all that is righteous.

10) A periphrastic construction, which indicates a durative, unending action, speaks of the fact this hatred will not be an irregular occurrence, but will follow the believer every-where they go, and will color their relationships with everyone but those who are like-minded; however it is expressed, we will not be loved by the world.  Jn 15:19 “If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.”
11) As difficult and distressing as this fact is, the positive believer must be prepared for it, and react appropriately – again the reason for the warning not to be caught off-guard.

12) Our reaction, however, is exactly the opposite – we are not to respond in a like manner, removing ourselves from association with the world or returning hatred and rejection towards those who hate us; we are simply to be prepared for it.  Lk 6:27-30 

13) The preposition hupo with the Ablative (for personal agency), hated by all, denies the often maintained position that others do not hate us, they just do not like our actions/ attitude/devotion to God; there can only be two absolutes, and those who are not for us are against us.  Mt 12:30

14) It is also reiterated (repeated again) that this hatred is based only on the fact of our relationship with our God and Savior; difficulty brought about by personal misbe-havior does not qualify one as suffering for righteousness’ sake, but devotion to God and His Plan will give enough excuses to the negative to hate us.  1Pet 4:15-16

15) Comparing the attitudes and actions of the cosmos our Lord Jesus endured, we should expect to be similarly treated – another reason He could so confidently teach that these things would happen.  cp Jn 15:20 “Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A slave is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also.”
16) Matthew’s record has a repetition of the warning against false prophets and the fact “many” believers will be led astray, and also includes a prediction of increased luke-warm faith amongst believers as the time draws nearer to the end.  cp Rev 3:14f

17) The final statement of Jesus’ admonitions to beware of and prepared for suffering of all kinds and categories is not a qualification for salvation, but a promise that the one who remains patiently steadfast in their CWL will receive a deliverance, whether physical or spiritual.  2Tim 2:12-13

18) Lk 21:18 gives the promise “not a hair of your head will perish”, interesting since vs 16 had promised that “they will put some of you to death”; the assurance is not immunity from physical harm, but sustains our faith that, as bad as overt circum-stances appear, we will not be abandoned by our God.  cp Dan 7:18

19) In other words, by not allowing the distractions of the cosmos and Angelic Conflict to take us away from continued loyalty, we are assured of deliverance, if not from physical suffering (including, at worst, martyrdom), then at the Reward Ceremony of the Bema.  2Tim 4:7-8; Rev 2:10

The Appalling Sacrilege

Mt 24:15-28 & Mk 13:14-23

{Otan de. i;dhte to. bde,lugma th/j evrhmw,sewj e`sthko,ta o[pou ouv dei/( o` avnaginw,skwn noei,tw( to,te oi` evn th/| VIoudai,a| feuge,twsan eivj ta. o;rh(
13:14 “But when you see the abomination of desolation standing where it should not be (let the reader understand), then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. (weak adv de. “but” + indef temp con o[tan “whenever” + A A S 2p ei=don “you might see” + Ac N S w/d.a. to. bde,lugma – bdelugma “the detestable thing; the abomination” + G F S w/d.a. h` evrh,mwsij – erēmōsis “of devastation/desolation” + Pf A P Ac M S i[sthmi “having appeared/stood” + adv o[pou “where” + neg ptcl w/ P A I 3s ouv dei/ “it must/should not be” + P A P N M S w/d.a. (subs) o` avnaginw,skw “the one reading; the reader” + P A Ip 3s noe,w “let…understand” + adv/subs time to,te “then” + N M P d.a. (rel pro) o` “the ones/those” + prep w/ L F S w/d.a. evn h` VIoudai,a “in the region of Judea” + P A Ip 3p feu,gw – pheugō “let…escape/flee” + prep w/ Ac N P w/d.a. eivj to. o;roj “unto/into the mountains”)

1) Using the weak adversative de, Christ now switches subject matter, and begins answering the true intent of the second question of vs 4 – “what will be the sign when all these things are going to be fulfilled?”
2) Since the disciples expected the Messianic kingdom to be established in the imme-diate future, Jesus had first told them certain events to expect, but which did not indicate the end was near; now He describes just how bad it will get before the end.

3) He gives the information that would be absolutely critical for those who were historically near the fulfillment of “all things”, so that the informed believer would be able to preserve their lives through the BD they applied.

4) Again using the indefinite adverb hotan for when, He points out that this would occur at some point in the future, but there was no way an exact date could be predicted, nor was that the purpose for the instruction; believers must remain alert, watching for this sudden event, which means they must know what the event they are anticipating is.

5) The phrase Abomination of Desolation has caused considerable confusion and many interpretations over the years, but the language and Matthew’s reference (24:15) to the work of Daniel enable us to accurately identify it, and the reason for its title.

6) An abomination is something considered detestable, disgusting, unclean to the point of corruption, or degenerate by its very character.

7) The word bdelugma occurs 6 times: our passage and Matthew’s parallel, three times in Revelation (17:4, 5, 21:27) of scandalous violations of God’s Directive Will, and Lk 16:15, where Christ states “that which is highly esteemed among men is detestable in the sight of God”.

8) So the word indicates something, not just bad, wicked, or corrupt, but inherently opposed to that which is righteous, a substitution for that which is valuable, and a counterfeit object that claims worthiness but is effectively accursed.

9) The subjective Genitive of erēmōsis views the noun as producing the action it implies; i.e. the abomination (whatever it is) will have as its identifying characteristic the desolation of all that embrace it.

10) The word is closely related to erēmos – a desert, which gives a picturesque descrip-tion of what action it entails: it takes a fruitful area of land and reduces it to a wasteland, incapable of producing or supporting life.

11) This word occurs only 3x, the parallel passages of Matthew and Mark, and Luke’s usage for the destruction of 70 AD.  Lk 21:20

a) because Luke uses similar vocabulary, and has been discussing the persecution they would face in almost identical terms, many interpreters have tried to force his account to also reference the Abomination of Desolation (A/D)

b) this denies a simple reading of his section, which does not discuss the A/D, and includes information not contained, or even hinted at, in Mt and Mk – Lk 21:24

c) Matthew and Mark record the answer to the question “what will be the sign when all these things are going to be fulfilled?”, Luke answers the question “what is the sign when these things are about to take place?” – Lk 21:7

d) put another way, Luke records the destruction of the Temple compound, which started this section, Mt and Mk look past that event to the completion of the Age, and the Coming of the King

e) the 1st century Christians needed this information if they were to escape the punishment Jerusalem faced, Mt and Mk give information for the saints of the future generation

12) So this Abomination of Desolation will be a yet future object that will demand total judgment, complete destruction, and wiping out all vestiges of its presence; it cannot be redeemed or recovered, it is maximally evil and will receive maximal devastation.

13) The A/D spoken of by Daniel (Mt 24:15) appears in three places in that book, and refers to two separate events, which are closely related in nature and effect.

a) Dan 11:31 speaks of the inter-testamental tyrant Antiochus Ephiphanes, who, in 167 BC, attacked Jerusalem, and is said to have killed 80,000 Jews, taken 40,000 as prisoners, and sold another 40,000 as slaves

(1) he robbed the temple of close to a billion dollars in gold, money, and jewels

(2) he set up an idol to Zeus in the temple, and ordered pigs sacrificed on its altar

(3) many Jews followed him, called in Daniel “those who forsake the holy covenant”, and “those who act wickedly toward the covenant”

(4) Jews of that period referred to this as the abomination of desolation, and after Antiochus was finally removed, the temple was razed and rebuilt, since it had been defiled to such a degree that it could never be properly cleansed

(5) contemporary theologians (and some modern ones) considered Antiochus as the complete fulfillment of the A/D, and he was a type of its major fulfillment, but here Christ is discussing the fulfillment that will usher in Messiah’s return

b) the title itself is not used, but is clearly referenced, in Dan 9:27, which says “on the wing of abominations will come one who makes desolate”

(1) this passage deals with Antichrist, and his rise to power in Daniel’s Seventieth Week (DSW)

(2) he will make a 7 yr. pact with Israel in exchange for recognition as their Messiah – 2Th 2:4

(3) this will occur approx. 3½ years after the Rapture, called “the middle of the week” ([;Wbv' – SHaBU’a with the definite article)

(4) it is this false identification of total evil incarnate as the Messiah that provokes God’s wrath to its greatest degree, and ushers in the Day of the Lord

c) Dan 12:11 gives the time from the appearance of the A/D until Messiah’s return

(1) 1,290 days breaks down to 3.5 years plus one month (360 day years are used, as in all prophetic passages)

(2) 3½ years after the A/D appears, Messiah will return to establish His kingdom

(3) the slaughter of the armies warring against Jerusalem will take 30 days to complete, after which time the temple compound will be established, taking another 45 days to complete

14) Mark’s cryptic statement where it should not be is clarified by Mt 24:15, which specifies that it will be revealed “in the holy place”, i.e. the sanctuary of the Temple devoted to the worship of Yhwh.

15) Following the pattern of Dan 11:31, then, the A/D will be an object of religious worship, as opposed to God as possible, that will take the place reserved for Christ alone, and demand total destruction of all associated with it.

16) The context, therefore, now moves past the Church Age into DSW, and refers to Antichrist taking his place in the temple, and then having his image placed therein to also be worshipped by mankind, as God in the flesh.  2Th 2:4-5

17) The masculine participle of histēmi is used to modify the neuter noun “abomination”, therefore Mark uses grammar to point to an historical person fulfilling the role; rather than wait for the idol to be set up, the believer must leave as soon as Antichrist himself steps into the temple.

18) Both Mt and Mk include a parenthetic comment, emphasizing that this information can and must be understood accurately, using a 3rd person imperative to reinforce the idea of expended effort coupled with supernatural revelation.

19) In other words, the absolute necessity of understanding the truth behind this section is so important that the authors added this command to encourage the reader to make sure they fully comprehended what was meant.

20) If a future believer, living in DSW, does not understand the significance of the A/D, they will fail to follow the instructions, and will suffer accordingly; God does not want Christians to suffer because of ignorance, so His Word encourages them to combat it via true knowledge.  Hos 4:6a; 1Tim 2:4; 2Pet 1:2-3

21) Interestingly, Luke does not include this comment, instead relying on recognition of the obvious as the sign that Jerusalem was about to suffer destruction.  Lk 21:20

22) Again we recognize that Luke is not discussing the culmination of “all these things”, but the events of 70 AD, although both would demand rapid departure from the city.

a) in 67 AD the Zealots had taken over the temple, establishing their own high priest

b) war among rival factions broke out, and the Romans moved to restore order

c) the battles intensified, to the point that Rome determined to end the rebellion by sending Vespasian with some 60,000 troops into Galilee, intending to destroy the entire country, ending with Jerusalem

d) however, with the death of Nero (68 AD), the campaign was postponed until 69, when Titus, son of Vespasian, returned with 80,000 soldiers, and camped on Mt Scopus and the adjoining Mount of Olives, so that the entire city could see them

e) in April 70 AD, immediately after Passover, the siege began, and large numbers of Christians from the city fled to Pella, in modern day Jordan

23) The manner in which these saints must escape is seen in the use of the word pheugō, (cp Mk 5:14), for as rapid an escape as is possible, with no planning or orderly execu-tion; this getaway must waste absolutely no time. (Lk 21:21 uses ekchōreō, its only use, but cp Mt 15:17 – it means an orderly/expected exit)

24) The escape is specified to be to the mountains, since it will only be by hiding in rough terrain that these believers will be able to avoid capture and martyrdom; the land around Jerusalem is mountainous, difficult to cross, and almost barren of life.

25) All the inhabitants of Judea will be forced to flee at this point, since Antichrist will demand worship from all who live there, upon pain of death.  Rev 13:15

26) In the southeastern areas of modern Israel, on the border with Jordan, is a city carved out of the sandstone cliffs by its ancient inhabitants, known as Petra.

a) the cliffs at its entrance are approx. 650 ft high

b) many of the passages leading into the city are wide enough to allow only one person through at a time, most are no more than ten ft. wide

c) while not mentioned by name, this city has long been the traditional site to which the believers of DSW would flee – cp Rev 12:14 

Escape With One’s Life Alone

o` evpi. tou/ dw,matoj mh. kataba,tw mhde. eivselqa,tw a=rai, ti evk th/j oivki,aj auvtou/(
13:15 “And let him who is on the housetop not go down, or enter in, to get anything out of his house; (N M S d.a. (rel pro) o` “the one who is” + prep w/ G N S w/d.a. evpi. to. dw/ma “the roof/housetop” + neg ptcl w/ A A Ip 3s mh. katabai,nw “let…not go down” + neg disj ptcl mhde. “nor” + A A Ip 3s eivse,rcomai “enter in” + A A If ai;rw “to pick up/take” + Ac N S indef pro ti.j “anything” + prep w/ Ab F S w/d.a. evk h` oivki,a “out from the house” + G M 3s pro auvto,j “his”)

kai. o` eivj to.n avgro.n mh. evpistreya,tw eivj ta. ovpi,sw a=rai to. i`ma,tion auvtou/Å
13:16 and let him who is in the field not turn back to get his cloak. (c.c. kai. “and” + N M S d.a. (rel pro) o` “the one who is” + prep w/ Ac M S w/d.a. eivj o` avgro,j “into the field” + neg ptcl w/ A A Ip 3s mh. evpistre,fw – epistrephō “let…not turn around” + prep w/ Ac N P w/d.a. eivj to. ovpi,sw “to the behind/back” + A A If ai;rw “to pick up/take” + Ac N S w/d.a. to. i`ma,tion “the outer garment/cloak” + G M 3s pro auvto,j “his”)

1) The suddenness with which the A/D will appear is seen by the fact believers of DSW will have no warning it is about to arrive, only seeing it once it has been established.

2) It appears that A/C will step in to take the place of Israel’s former protector, the USA, after the destruction of Rev 18; events will rapidly begin moving at a much faster pace after the nuclear holocaust, and Israel will look to a strong military/political leader for protection against her enemies.  Dan 9:27;  Rev 11:7-10

3) That this treaty would be ratified without the knowledge of the general population seems odd, but the judgment on Babylon will take the entire world by surprise, and will likely be the subject of discussion to the exclusion of all else.  cp Rev 18:10-19

4) So, the populace of Jerusalem will be caught off-guard by this new development, and will have little or no chance for preparation; the first example is of an inhabitant relaxing on the housetop, obviously not expecting the coronation ceremony.

5) This does not demand a literal fulfillment, although many homes in Palestine follow the ancient pattern of a roof-top patio, for entertaining, midday prayer, or relaxation.

6) The point is, certain individuals will be totally unaware of the presence of A/C within Jerusalem, and will be completely surprised that Israel’s ‘messiah’ is being recog-nized at the temple even as they sit down for some quiet time.

7) The command not to go down cannot be literally demanded, of course they will have to descend from the roof; the word katabainō has the idea of a planned descent, one carried out at one’s own pace, and without undue haste.  cp Mk 1:10, 9:9

8) So the instructions mean they cannot make an orderly, casual exit, first stopping to enter in their home and get anything in the way of supplies; even the believer who is planning for the impending escape will not be able to safely grab their suitcase or backpack, they will have to run away with only what they are wearing.

9) The typical Palestinian home with an upstairs patio has a set of stairs on the outside wall, as well as one within the home; these believers must take the route that will enable them to flee from their home as quickly as possible – there cannot be even a moment’s delay.

10) The sudden surprise of this event is also seen in the fact that there will be normal activity being pursued; it is hardly likely someone would be outside the city walls in the field if they knew what was about to happen.

11) Depending on the time of year, day-time weather could be quite warm, with cooler nights or inclement weather calling for extra clothing; even this will be unavailable, as they are forbidden from reentering the city for a cloak, or heavy outer coat.

12) In fact, the word opisō literally means “behind”, indicating that if someone removed their heavy garment for work, they would be unable even to return to the part of the field where they left their cloak, grab it, and then continue their escape.

13) Only a little imagination paints a very dire situation – immediately upon A/C entering the coronation ceremony, his minions will begin rounding up the city’s inhabitants for enforced worship, the penalty for refusal being immediate death (Rev 13:15); believers will have no time for anything except to run as far and as fast as possible.

14) Doubtless, there will be those believers who ignore these instructions, and will be tempted to save some piece of property or possession: the graphic result of their failure to apply holds application in our own lives.

Sorrow for the Weak and from the Weather

ouvai. de. tai/j evn gastri. evcou,saij kai. tai/j qhlazou,saij evn evkei,naij tai/j h`me,raijÅ
13:17 “But woe to those who are with child and to those who nurse babes in those days! (weak adv de. “but” + interj ptcl ouvai. “woe! sorrow!” + D F P w/d.a. (rel pro) h` “to/for those” + P A P D F P e;cw (GT = evcou,saij) “having” + prep w/ L F S evn gasth,r – gastēr “in stomach/womb” + c.c. kai. “and” + P A P D F P w/d.a. h` qhla,zw – thēladzō “those nursing babes” + prep w/ D F P dem adj evn evkei/noj “in those” + D F P w/d.a.    h` h`me,ra “the days”)

proseu,cesqe de. i[na mh. ge,nhtai ceimw/noj\
13:18 “But pray that it may not happen in the winter. (weak adv de. “but” + P A Ip 2p proseu,comai “ask God/pray” + sub con i[na “that” + neg ptcl w/ A D S 3s mh. gi,nomai “it might not become/come to pass” + G M S ceimw,n – cheimōn “of/during stormy/ wintry weather”)

1) These verses have often been cited as proof of the Christ’s compassion on the physic-ally weak during this time of distress, but it is better seen as a statement of reality, rather than expressing sympathy.

2) It is, of course, true that “the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful” (Js 5:11c), but the use of the interjectory particle woe! recognizes that, as difficult as merely escaping will be, any and every impediment will multiply the misery of those seeking to preserve their lives.

3) A woman who was only a few months pregnant would need special assistance, and would not have the strength to move as fast as was necessary; in all likelihood, they would be captured by their pursuers.

4) Indeed, the difficulty of dropping everything and rushing off at a moment’s notice would not be easily overcome, much less the journey to the mountains ahead of them.

5) The predicament of those who nurse babes can easily be imagined: if the child was in the house while they were not, they must leave them behind if they are to survive; if they carry the child with them, their own progress will be hampered, and they would risk capture for the both of them.

6) Lest the Lord be accused of not providing for His followers, or abandoning them only because they are physically incapable of keeping His instructions, cp Rev 14:13.  “And I heard a voice from heaven, saying, ‘Write, “Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on!”’ ‘Yes,’ says the Spirit, ‘that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow with them.’”
7) The Present Imperative of proseuchomai entails several things:

a) this is a command given to the Apostles themselves, and therefore applies to all Church Age believers – we are to pray for the safety of the saints of DSW

b) the command should be carried out continuously by those who realize they are living in the times described here – anyone living in Judea, who becomes a believer after the Rapture, has specific items to include in their prayer life

c) beyond simple comfort during their journey, they must realize the weather will play a crucial role in their ability to escape

d) they may have confidence that the Lord will hear their prayer(s), and that the weather will indeed cooperate

8) The word translated winter is not limited to the season of generally cold weather and snow (which would be bad enough), but describes violent storms, including cold, driving rain, lasting for an extended period of time. cp Mt 16:3; Ac 27:20

9) In other words, travelling in frigid temperatures would put more pressure on those who were without proper clothing (vs 16), but trying to cross muddy fields and swollen rivers would impede progress and make capture more likely.

10) Matthew includes the prayer that their flight not fall on Sabbath, since travel would be restricted and their escape would be easily observable; it will be difficult enough to leave under any conditions, even a small obstruction could mean the difference between life and capture/death.  Mt 24:20

11) In addition, inclement weather or travel restrictions might tempt some to remain ‘a little while longer’, which would be tragically too long.

12) Concerning Luke’s account, and the fact that he describes Jesus’ teaching concerning the destruction of Jerusalem and not DSW (Lk 21:22-23):

a) he includes none of the prayers concerning weather or Sabbath travel

b) he mentions that “these are days of vengeance, in order that all things which are written may be fulfilled”, echoed by Paul’s teaching in 1Th 2:16c “…But wrath has come upon them to the utmost.”
c) in his record, Christ specifically says the people of Jerusalem will be “led captive into all the nations”, and the city “will be trampled under foot by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled” – hardly descriptive of the coming 2nd Advent and Millennial reign

13) It is a fundamental truth of the Angelic Conflict that believers are not protected from any and all suffering, but are rewarded because they remain loyal no matter how bad it gets or how desperate it seems to be; the believers of DSW are the ultimate proof that Positive Volition will endure even through indescribably difficult circumstances.

14) It is also critical to remember that God is not causing these sufferings directly, but is allowing evil to run its course, in order to judge mankind for good or bad. cp Jn 3:19

The Great Tribulation

e;sontai ga.r ai` h`me,rai evkei/nai qli/yij oi[a ouv ge,gonen toiau,th avpV avrch/j kti,sewj h]n e;ktisen o` qeo.j e[wj tou/ nu/n kai. ouv mh. ge,nhtaiÅ
13:19 “For those days will be a time of tribulation such as has not occurred since the beginning of the creation which God created, until now, and never shall. (exp con ga.r “for; because” + N F P w/d.a. & dem pro h` h`me,ra evkei/noj “those days” + F I 3p eivmi, (GT = e;sontai) “will be” + N F S qli/yij – thlipsis “a distress/tribulation” + N F S rel adj oi-oj “of such a kind as” + neg ptcl w/ Pf D I 3s ouv gi,nomai “has not become/ occurred” + N F S dem pro toiou/toj “such a one” + prep w/ Ab F S avpo, avrch, “from beginning” + G F S kti,sij – ktisis “of creation” + Ac F S rel pro o[j “which” + N M S w/d.a. o` qeo.j “the God” + A A I 3s kti,zw – ktidzō (GT = e;ktisen) “created” + prep w/  G M S d.a. & adv e[wj o` nu/n “until the present; until now” + c.c. kai. “and” + neg ptcl x2 w/ A D S 3s ouv mh. gi,nomai “and definitely/never will become/occur”)

kai. eiv mh. evkolo,bwsen ku,rioj ta.j h`me,raj( ouvk a'n evsw,qh pa/sa sa,rx\ avlla. dia. tou.j evklektou.j ou]j evxele,xato evkolo,bwsen ta.j h`me,rajÅ
13:20 “And unless the Lord had shortened those days, no life would have been saved; but for the sake of the elect whom He chose, He shortened the days. (c.c. kai. “and” + cond ptcl w/ neg ptcl eiv mh. “if not; unless” N M S prop n ku,rioj “Yhwh; the Lord” + A A I 3s kolobo,w – koloboō “cut short” + Ac F P w/d.a. h`  h`me,ra “the days” + neg ptcl w/ ptcl/uncert ouvk a'n “not possibly/ever” + A P I 3s sw,|zw “would…be saved” + N F S adj & n pa/j sa,rx “all/every kind of flesh” + str adv avlla. “but; rather” + prep w/ Ac M P w/d.a. dia. o` evklekto,j “the chosen out; the elect” + Ac M P rel pro o[j “which/whom” + A M I 3s evkle,gw “he called out/chose” + A A I 3s kolobo,w “he cut short” + Ac F P w/d.a. h` h`me,ra “the days”)

1) Rather than simply describe the terrible conditions that will exist at the time of the Abomination of Desolation, Christ gives the reason that believers will be forced to flee as rapidly as is humanly possible, and for the extreme sorrow that will fall upon those in a physically weakened condition.

2) Again we see that it is not God heaping punishment on those who ‘failed to believe before the Rapture’ that causes this suffering, but the fact that the A/C has progressed to the point where evil runs rampant on earth and everyone suffers, including Christians (but cp Rev 16:10).

3) That is the meaning of those days – it is a set historical period recognized to be the worst imaginable, and even beyond imagination, and worse than the world has ever before experienced.  cp Dan 12:1

4) Many interpreters try to make this a reference to the Roman destruction of Jerusalem, but, as horrific as that time of judgment was, this yet-future time period is specifically said to be the worst that has ever been, therefore 70 AD is disqualified.

5) The primary reason these interpreters must use mental gymnastics, deny the clear reading of the text, and force their understanding into the text is the continued belief that Luke gives a parallel account, rather than seeing what is clear to an objective reader – he speaks of 70 AD, Mark and Matthew speak of DSW.

6) The suffering that encompasses the globe will be universal in its effect, but the reason for the sorrow is that the affliction, or tribulation, will be felt especially by those who need the most protection, but are unable to provide it for themselves.

7) The word used here is thlipsis, for tribulation, affliction, or distress caused by an outside source (cp Mk 4:13; Heb 10:33); i.e. it literally means “pressure applied; a pressing together”, and therefore is suffering that anyone would be forced to endure who might live in that timeframe – deserved for unbelievers, undeserved for the elect.

8) Matthew calls this time period “a great tribulation”, since there have been many periods of personal and national distress, but this is the utmost affliction, all other periods of trouble will pale in comparison to it.

9) The Greek construction translated the beginning of the creation is actually indef-inite in nature, meaning that from any point in time or eternity past until the historical fulfillment of these verses, there has never been any distress in this category.

10) In other words, the Angelic Revolt, which occurred before the creation of time, is still included, as are the Flood and all biblically recorded catastrophes, as well as any per-iods not recorded in the Bible.  cp 1Mac 9:27 “A terrible oppression began in Israel; there had been nothing like it since the disappearance of prophecy among them.”
11) The Bible also recognizes there will be periods of distress preceding this great tribulation, as seen in the description of the “king of Babylon”, at the time of national thermonuclear destruction.  Jer 50:43 “…his hands hang limp; Distress has gripped him, Agony like a woman in childbirth”
12) In fact, many of the global catastrophes that will be experienced are directly related to the nuclear devastation of the western hemisphere; these will compound one another and exacerbate (make a bad situation even worse) the suffering brought on by Antichrist and Satan’s attacks.  cp Rev 16:2, 21

13) The promise that a time of tribulation such as this will never again occur is under-stood as the perfect environment of the Millennium; although Satan will be allowed to stir up negative volition for one more attack on God shortly after the 1000 years, that time of trouble will be handily defeated without suffering on the part of anyone (except the attackers). Rev 20:7-9

14) However, there will be protection provided for those who are positive, by means of both natural and supernatural provision. cp Rev 12:6, 14-16

15) The phrase shortened those days has been taken in various ways, including:

a) God’s Plan originally called for a longer period of Tribulation, but He changed His mind due to the distress of His people (cp Ex 32:14); this ignores the prophesies of 3½ years, or 1,260 days – Dan 12:7; Rev 12:6

b) the smoke from the destruction of the USA will obscure the light of the sun, making it easier to hide, but this misses the mention that the night will not give its light either – Rev 8:12

c) the rotation of the earth will speed up, allowing for the predetermined number of days to be completed, but with fewer hours in each

16) It is the latter situation that is demanded, contextually and grammatically: the Greek word koloboō literally means “to maim, chop off, or mutilate”; hence it calls for a portion of each day to be removed.

17) Ironically, this change in rotational speed is usually dismissed as impossible because it would wreak havoc of unimaginable proportions on the entire planet – that is the point of Christ’s statement, it will be unimaginable havoc!  cp Lk 12:25-26

18) While a detailed exposition of this change will await further studies, it may be sum-marized as follows:

a) Rev 8:12 speaks of the sun, moon, and stars being “smitten”, a word appearing only in that verse (plēssō), and meaning to be struck, broken, or damaged

b) the fact that both a third of the day and a third of the night are spoken of as smitten means that both are affected

c) this rules out an eclipse, atmospheric debris/smoke, or reduced light from the sun, moon, and stars – none of which can be said to “damage” the day

d) combining that verse with our word (koloboō), we see that a total of one-third of the 24 hour cycle of day and night will be removed, thus the earth will rotate in about 16 hours

19) Neither this passage nor Revelation address what mechanism will be used to effect this change, therefore it could be supernatural in origin; however, the physics of a large scale nuclear devastation have been studied, with interesting conclusions:

a) the action required in expelling large amounts of mass from the surface would have an equal and opposite reaction, thus pushing against the globe with equal force as the mass ascended

b) there is a known relationship between the rotation speed of the earth and the geomagnetic fields (which scientists now suggest may be on the verge of reversing); the introduction of millions of tons of radioactive particles into the atmosphere will affect the geomagnetic field in ways we cannot fathom or predict

c) tidal activity has been shown to minutely affect the rotation speed of the earth at present, and those produced by shock-waves of megaton blasts could easily affect rotation to a more noticeable degree

d) combining all these forces into a very short period of time (Rev 18:10) would certainly increase their impact geometrically

e) certain OT passages predict that the earth will be dramatically shaken as a result of God’s judgment – Isa 13:13, 24:13, 19-20; Jer 50:46

20) Matthew does not mention the Lord as direct Agent in this change, while Mark attributes the change to His Omnipotence; this is an example of an indirect cause – certain physical laws, which God established, are in effect, and will result in this change due to the massive destruction of the western hemisphere.

21) The fact is, God has set into place all the necessary physical laws that are required to cause this rotational change, and will allow man to put them into effect; it is therefore the Lord that shortens the days, but only by allowing mankind to do what they wish, then letting them reap the consequences (thus fulfilling His will unintentionally, and inadvertently providing protection and comfort for His people).

22) The precision of the Greek grammar is seen in the use of the Aorist tense, “had cut short”, describing a future event; the timing of shortening those days will precede the beginning of the Tribulation, and will already be in effect when the Distress begins.

23) In other words, the destruction of Babylon will occur (slightly) before the Abomin-ation of Desolation takes his place in the sanctuary; the days will already be one-third shorter, and then A/C will step in to declare himself God.

24) The phrase no life would have been saved is to be taken literally, due to the negative particle combined with the indefinite particle of uncertainty – ouk an – meaning “not possibly”, or “no chance”, as well as the adjective pas, meaning all or every category: the distress shall be so great that no person or animal can physically survive.

25) It is worthy of notice that God makes no changes for the negative; whether they live or die physically is of no consequence, since they are, and will remain, spiritually dead.

26) The reference to the elect is paralleled by Dan 12:1, where they are called “everyone who is found written in the book”; rather than a group of people God chose for no reason other than His Sovereign will, it refers to those who are chosen due to their faith, whose names are recorded in the Book of Life.  Rev 20:15

27) Therefore, while believers will suffer horribly, along with unbelieving mankind, God’s Omnipotent protection will still be in force, supplying relief from an unbear-able and ultimately fatal condition on earth.

More Deception

kai. to,te eva,n tij u`mi/n ei;ph|( :Ide w-de o` Cristo,j( :Ide evkei/( mh. pisteu,ete\
13:21 “And then if anyone says to you, ‘Behold, here is the Christ’; or, ‘Behold, He is there’; do not believe him; (c.c. & temp adv kai. to,te “and then” + cond ptcl (3rd) eva,n “if it might be that” + N M S indef pro ti.j “anyone” + A A S 3s ei=pon “should/might say” + D 2p pro su, “to you” + exclam ptcl i;de “behold!; look!” + loc adv w-de “here” + N M S w/d.a. o` Cristo,j “the Christ” + exclam ptcl i;de “behold/look!” + loc adv evkei/ “there” + neg ptcl w/ P A Ip 2p mh. pisteu,w “do not believe it/him”)

evgerqh,sontai ga.r yeudo,cristoi kai. yeudoprofh/tai kai. dw,sousin shmei/a kai. te,rata pro.j to. avpoplana/n( eiv dunato,n( tou.j evklektou,jÅ
13:22 for false Christs and false prophets will arise, and will show signs and wonders, in order, if possible, to lead the elect astray. (exp con ga.r “for; because” +  N M P yeudo,cristoj – pseudochristos “false christs” + c.c. kai. “and” + N M P yeudoprofh,thj – pseudoprophētēs “false prophets” + F P I 3p evgei,rw (GT = evgerqh,sontai) “will be raised” + c.c. kai. “and” + F A I 3p di,dwmi (GT = dw,sousin) “and will give/show” + Ac N P shmei/on “signs” + c.c. & Ac N P kai. te,raj “and wonders” + prep w/ P A If w/d.a. (purp) pro.j to. avpoplana,w – apoplanaō “in order to lead astray/deceive” + cond ptcl (1st) w/ N N S adj eiv dunato,j “since/if it is possible” + Ac M P w/d.a. o` evklekto,j “the chosen out ones; the elect”)

u`mei/j de. ble,pete\ proei,rhka u`mi/n pa,ntaÅ
13:23 “But take heed; behold, I have told you everything in advance. (weak adv de. “but” + N 2p pro su, “you yourselves” + P A Ip 2p ble,pw  “watch/beware/take heed” +  Pf A I 1s proei/pon – proeipon “I have told beforehand/in advance” + D 2p pro su, “to you” + Ac N P adj pa/j “all things”)

1) With the temporal adverb tote – then – Christ returns to the period immediately following the appearance of the A/D, with the time period in view continuing through the remaining 3½ years of DSW, the Great Tribulation.

2) I.e. this specific information will be true until His return, but will only begin with the assumption of the throne by Antichrist. 

3) The warning involves placing one’s personal experience over the WoG in importance or reality; it is repeatedly observed throughout history, but at no time will it be more dangerous than when evil runs unencumbered on the planet.

4) The 3rd class condition if anyone says to you looks, not to the disciples (based on the temporal adverb above), but to those who will exist in that timeframe, and may or may not be attacked with the deception.

5) The false information centers on the supposed appearance of Messiah, thus attempting to lull believers into false security, and reject Christ’s stern warning to remain hidden away from society to protect one’s life.

6) The two adverbs here and there are generic, meaning only that the speaker claims knowledge as to the personal presence of Messiah; whether a reference to Antichrist’s ascension to the throne or an outright lie that Jesus has returned, believers will be tempted to accept that which sounds good, but  directly denies the WoG. cp Mt 24:26

7) Again, while it is always dangerous, and often fatal, to accept that which denies the Truth of God’s Word, or is denied by it, during the time of the Tribulation it will result in immediate, and catastrophic, consequences.

8) However, by simple obedience to the commands of Scripture, this temptation can be avoided and resisted; while not everyone in DSW will be attacked on this level, for those who do experience it, the command do not believe him will protect them from harm (applications to our own lives abound).  cp Dt 13:1-5

9) Lk 17:22-37 gives the record of an earlier lesson on this same subject, although without the detail of the Olivet Discourse; the fact the saints of DSW will “long to see one of the days of the Son of Man, and {they} will not see it” points to the despera-tion brought on by events and sufferings of the time period.

10) Just as there have been deceivers throughout the Church Age, claiming divine power or knowledge, there will continue to be false christs and false prophets, or those who teach specious (false but with an air of truth) information.

11) The Jewish spokesman for Antichrist, known as the false prophet (Rev 16:13, 19:20, 20:10), is given miraculous powers in order to deceive those who dwell on the earth; those who adhere to his religion will be given similar powers, for similar purpose.

12) The Passive of egeirō – “will be raised” – has as its source the Satanic plan to deceive believers, destroy the chosen People of God, and war against Almighty God Himself.

13) Rev 16:13-14 gives the foundation of these signs and wonders: they are ultimately demonic in origin, and are designed to further Satan’s plan to destroy the Jewish race and believers in general. cp 2Th 2:9

14) The first word used of their miraculous powers is sēmeion – “sign”, which points to verifying actions to prove one’s message is also miraculous in nature; the second word, teras, looks to an act that is so remarkable it arouses a need for closer observation. cp Ac 2:43

15) So the false christs and prophets will appear and attempt to convince believers that Christ has indeed returned (in whatever form they may claim for Him), and has granted them the ability to use His own miraculous powers; the argument that there is no longer a need to hide will appear plausible (seemingly true and worthy of approval), and their targets will believe ‘the worst is over’.

16) Unregenerate mankind will already have been deceived (2Th 2:11), so there will be no need to direct their attacks against them; the purpose for the miraculous manifesta-tions is specifically to attempt to lead the elect astray.

17) It has been frequently observed that the 1st Class condition – if it is possible – indicates that there will be some believers, sadly, who allow themselves to be led astray, and a few interpreters have noticed that this is a time-proven experience for many believers.

18) The point of the statement, however, is the fact that most believers will fall prey to these false communicators, and it is only by strict adherence to the Divine command-ments that it can be avoided.  cp Mt 24:12; Lk 18:8  “I tell you that He will bring about justice for them speedily. However, when the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on the earth?” 
19) Mt 24:24 uses the conjunction kai for an emphatic signal that some of the elect will indeed be deceived, but though translated “even” (as an ascensive), it could just as easily be an adjunctive use, meaning “also”: unbelievers, who have no BD or spiritual discernment, will fall prey to the deception, and these believers have placed them-selves into the same category.

20) Application:  Ignoring or rejecting a clear statement/command of Scripture places the believer into the same category as an ignorant and self-blinded child of the devil – in a sense even worse, because they should have known better, having learned the information and knowing not to do it!  cp 1Tim 5:8  “But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith, and is worse than an unbeliever.”
21) Coincidentally, this verse handily defeats the Calvinists’ position of “Perseverance of the Saints”, which claims all true believers will remain faithful until death; it is specif-ically stated that some of the elect are those who will be deceived, due to failure to comply with His instructions.  cp Phm 24 & 2Tim 4:10

22) The extreme danger of this time period is seen in the repeated warning to take heed, to watch oneself and adhere strictly to the commands given, without fail or compromise; it is worthy of notice that the plural pronoun su – “you yourselves” draws a distinction between those who are deceived and the true disciples of Christ.

23) The fact Christ made clear that He has told you everything in advance recognizes that the temptation to believe inaccurate messages will be present; if a believer accepts that message, that Christ did not inform them fully, the next logical step would be to embrace the false message.  cp Gen 3:1f

24) While certain logistical details, superfluous information, and technical data are not covered by the instructions, the idea is that everything the Christian of DSW needs to know has been given them; if they remain within the guidelines established by the WoG, the other details will be resolved in due course.

25) Mt 24:27 gives a description of the actual advent of the Son of Man, along with a promise that it will not be missed because the believer was hiding in the wilderness, and wasn’t looking where he ought.

26) The parabolic statement of Mt 24:25 is best understood as a reference to the false christs and prophets, who will be centered in Jerusalem, where their spiritual leader is also; as carrion birds flock to the scene of death and decay, so these unclean spirits will focus on deceiving all those within the nation of Israel.

27) An additional reason for the reassurance that all things have been revealed is to resist and avoid the temptation to give up when this latest level of attack begins; believers who know and are adjusted to the Word will not be surprised, and their faith will be strengthened instead of weakened.  cp Lk 21:28

The Beginning of the Millennium

Mt 24:29-31 & Mk 13:24-27 & Lk 21:25-28

VAlla. evn evkei,naij tai/j h`me,raij meta. th.n qli/yin evkei,nhn o` h[lioj skotisqh,setai( kai. h` selh,nh ouv dw,sei to. fe,ggoj auvth/j(
13:24 “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, (str adv avlla. “but; rather” + prep w/ L F P dem adj & n w/d.a. evn evkei/noj h` h`me,ra “in those the days” + prep w/ Ac F S w/d.a. & dem adj meta. h` qli/yij evkei/noj “after the that affliction/tribulation” + N M S w/d.a. o` h[lioj – hēlios “the sun” + F P I 3s skoti,zw – skotidzō “will be darkened” + c.c. & N F S w/d.a. kai. h` selh,nh – selēnē “and the moon” + neg ptcl w/ F A I 3s ouv di,dwmi “will not give” +     Ac N S w/d.a. to. fe,ggoj – pheggos “the light” + G F 3s pro auvto,j “her/its”)

kai. oi` avste,rej e;sontai evk tou/ ouvranou/ pi,ptontej( kai. ai` duna,meij ai` evn toi/j ouvranoi/j saleuqh,sontaiÅ
13:25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers that are in the heavens will be shaken. (c.c. & N M P w/d.a. kai. o` avsth,r – astēr “and the stars” +      F I 3p eivmi, “will be” + P A P N M P (peri) pi,ptw “falling” + prep w/ Ab M S evk o` ouvrano,j “out from the heaven” + c.c. & N F P w/d.a. kai. h` du,namij “and the powers” + N F P d.a. (rel pro) h` “the ones which” + prep w/ L M P w/d.a. evn o` ouvrano,j “in the heavens” + F P I 3p saleu,w – saleuō “will be shaken”)

1) The use of the strong adversative alla points to new subject matter, namely that the suffering, persecution, and affliction experienced by believers will have a definite ending point, and this is the description thereof.  cp Mt 24:29  “immediately after those days…”
2) We must remember that the disciples had a faulty understanding of the return of Messiah and His kingdom; Christ has now given yet another proof that it was not immediately impending, it would come only after all He had described was history.

3) This is further distinguished from the days of calamity by the use of ekeinos, for those days, meaning a set of days separate from the days previously discussed; in addition, the preposition meta with the Accusatives – after that tribulation – separates the two time frames, with the latter occurring only after the former.

4) Lk 21:25 has no temporal marker, but contextually moves to the end of DSW due to the previous comment that “Jerusalem will be trampled under foot…until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled”, thus his narrative skips the remainder of the Church Age, instead speaking of the time that fulfillment has become reality.

5) This is emphasized because the Millennial rule of Messiah, the greatest period of peace and prosperity humanity has ever experienced, will begin with the greatest ecological disaster and warfare (angelic and human) possible.

6) In spite of the destruction of one-third of the inhabited world, in spite of the earthquakes, warfare, famine, natural disasters, etc. a few remaining members of mankind will still exist (cp Isa 13:12  “I will make mortal man scarcer than pure gold, And mankind than the gold of Ophir.”), but the one thing certain to spell the doom of humanity is the extinction of the ultimate physical source of life on earth.  

7) The action taken on the sun is not related to the increased debris in the air, the word used (skotidzō) indicates a total darkening, the extinction of a light, or an inability to see anything; its cognate noun (skotos) is used of the supernatural darkness surrounding Christ on the cross (Mk 15:33), and physical blindness (Ac 13:11).

8) The verb itself is used only 5x, two in the parallel passages of Mark and Matthew, but its use in Rom 1:21 and 11:10 speaks of negative volition carried to the extreme; this is not a dimming or reduction, but a total removal of light bearing properties.

9) That this action is carried out upon the sun refers to the fact that God will extinguish it as a source of light and heat, whether supernaturally or through physical processes, and will do so shortly before His appearance to man.

10) Isa 60:19-20 explicitly says the sun and moon will not give their light, and the entire chapter clearly refers to the Millennium; we also have a direct statement of Scripture that there will be “no need of the sun or of the moon” in the Eternal State. Rev 21:23

11) In addition, the following verses each speak of the sun and moon being darkened, in different ways and for different reasons, but all speak of the removal of the sun as the primary source of light for Earth.  Isa 13:10, 34:4; Eze 32:7-8; Amo 8:9; Joe 2:30

12) These verses would have been studied by the humanity of Jesus, incorporated into His doctrinal understanding, and added to His knowledge of the events surrounding the 2nd Advent; we find once more that only through a study of God’s Word can the believer learn the information they need – if Jesus was no exception, neither are we.

13) From Rev 16:8 we know that solar activity will intensify and the sun will increase its heat output; while this is possibly due to massive sun spots and solar flares striking the earth, it also indicates the beginning stages of extinction for a star. 

14) In other words, God will use the natural processes of our star starting to die to further His plan, to bring man to the point of absolute hopelessness, if possibly they might reach out to Him when there is no one left, or alternately proving negative mankind would not reach out to Him under the very worst of circumstances.  cp Rev 6:16

15) The miraculous nature of these processes, and the odds of their happening at precisely the perfect moment in God’s economy and plan, rival (or surpass) the Red Sea crossing at the point of absolute desperation for Israel.  Ex 14:21f

16) The statement that the moon will not give its light is of interest, since a different word is used, and with good reason:

a) the moon does not produce light, but reflects it from the sun to the earth

b) since the sun will be extinguished, one would expect no reflected light

c) the word used here, pheggos, is only used 2x (Mt & Mk), but extra-biblically means reflected light, diffused or softened from the original source

d) we find the principle that when the Bible touches on scientific matters, it is always correct; ancient scientists debated on how the moon produced its light, but the Bible accurately teaches that it is reflected light

17) Before further consideration, it must be understood that the Bible recognizes three different spheres as a “heaven”, specifically:

a) the atmosphere of the earth – cp Gen 1:20

b) the stellar universe, including the stars, planets, moon, etc. – cp Ps 8:3 

c) the Throne room of God, known as “the third heaven” – 2Cor 12:2

18) The reference to the stars…falling from heaven has had several interpretations:

a) non-literal stars, representing kingdoms of earth (Gen 1:16 speaks of the sun and moon “governing” the day and night, thus they are metaphoric for nations)
b) allegorical language, not requiring a literal fulfillment, of the disastrous conditions surrounding Jerusalem in 70 AD

c) angelic warfare and removal of Satan from the Third Heaven – cp Rev 12:7-8

d) nuclear weapons – Rev 8:10

e) meteorite activity, or shooting stars (in November, 1833, a massive meteor shower caused widespread panic in North America and Europe, as a sign that “the Day of Wrath” was upon them)
19) In response to the various interpretations, it is noted:

a) these stars are said to have originated “out from the heaven” (ek tou ouranou), a phrase not used of any governments of earth

b) in addition, that phrase makes clear that these stars are falling from only one heaven, i.e. stellar space, not from the third heaven as a divinely established government (per Rom 13:1)

c) Luke’s account does not use the phrase in reference to Jerusalem, and, while he does mention that “there will be signs in sun and moon and stars”, this is contextually a reference to the period after “the times of the Gentiles {are} fulfilled” – Lk 21:25

d) the time of the removal of Satan and his armies (the demons) from the Throne room is specifically stated to be at the midpoint of DSW – Rev 12:13-14

e) the nuclear destruction of Babylon will occur 3½ years before the return of Christ, and the sun and moon are said to be darkened at the same time the stars fall

f) the periphrastic construction (Future of eimi with Participle of piptō) indicates an ongoing, durative process, so this condition will persist for an unspecified, but lengthy, time period

20) Comparing Luke’s comment (Lk 21:25) of the “signs in sun and moon and stars”, it is the last interpretation that has the most support.

21) Regarding meteors:

a) meteors appear when space debris, such as dust from comets, asteroids, etc. enters earth’s atmosphere at approx. 2,000 miles per second, (the average bullet travels about 2300 feet per second) 

b) it heats the air before it to the point it scorches the meteor and emits light (around 3,000()

c) the object begins to glow as it enters the stratosphere, about 30 miles up

d) the light from a meteor the size of a grain of sand is about the same as a 100 watt bulb, lasting 2.5 seconds 

e) a one millimeter meteor is roughly equivalent to a .22 bullet in energy, is only moderately bright, and lasts only a few seconds

f) an 8 mm (1/3 in, or the size of a marble, roughly 3 ounces) object has around the energy of a VW Bug travelling at 60 miles per hour, or 1 million joules – this would appear brighter than Venus for about half a minute

22) Just as stationary objects seen in the nighttime sky (excluding the moon) are called “a star”, so any moving object that emits light is called a falling star; this would include literal meteors, man-made objects (satellites), and debris from the nuclear clouds.

23) Whether this is an intermittent but dramatic event, or lasts several hours, is not specified, but it will be aided by the lack of interfering light from the sun and moon, and will cease at least shortly before the 2nd Advent proper.

24) This absence of any external light source helps explain the understanding of Mt 24:27, that the appearing of the Son of Man will be like the lightning; if there are no competing lights in the sky when He appears, the light He produces will be that much more intensified.

25) The phrase powers that are in the heavens must be correctly identified in order to determine how they are shaken; since the phrase occurs only here (Mt and Lk use “powers of the heavens”), a concordance study of the plural of dunamis – “powers” reveals:

a) the plural term occurs only in the NT, there is no LXX or MT equivalent

b) it refers to supernatural manifestations, in a good sense miracles (Ac 2:22), or in a bad sense demonic forces (1Pet 3:22)

c) the fact they are referred to as “in the heavens” presents some difficulty, since the demons will be cast out of the Throne room at the beginning of the Day of the Lord, halfway through DSW – Rev 12:7-8 (ouranos there is a singular)

(1) possible interpretations include:

(a) extra-terrestrial life forms

(b) a title referring to their former estate, capable of accessing the Throne room as well as outer space and earth’s atmosphere

(c) a stylistic peculiarity of Mark, exactly synonymous with “of the heavens” in Matthew and Luke

(d) a continuation of the angelic warfare described in Rev 12:7-9 – “no longer a place found for them in heaven (en tō ouranō)” does not rule out the other two heavens

(e) similar to the Hebrew (there is no singular “heaven”), the phrase recognizes that it will not be just one area of weather/climate to which the demons will be confined, but they will exist and move about through all areas of the atmosphere – cp Eph 2:2 

(2) regarding these interpretations:

(a) there is never any mention (or even hint) of any life forms in the universe other than on Earth; Earth is the focal point of the Angelic Conflict, other life forms would serve no purpose, and if there were life forms that interacted with Earth other than those mentioned in the Bible, God would be withholding information from “his servants the prophets” – Amos 3:7

(b) the lack of eimi, or any verb, would limit a title to that which was imme-diately in effect, rather than looking at what used to be, and the Future Indicative of “shaken” looks at powers that are in the heavens at a future point, rather than those that are present now, but will not be then

(c) definite Hebraisms exist in the sentence, but the fact no author uses exactly the same grammar and vocabulary points to the fact there must be some distinction, however small, in their emphases

(d) the use of the preposition eis with the Accusative of “the earth” (hē gē) in Rev 12:9, 13 indicate that Satan and the demons are “thrown” all the way to earth, and must stay on the planet or in its immediate periphery, there-fore space travel would be forbidden

(e) Rev 9 and 12 (the three Woes) speak of demonic activities involving large numbers of humanity, thus necessitating the movement of demons through-out whole populations of people

d) conclusion: these powers are the fallen angelic armies, as seen in Rev 16:13-14, and their activities are confined to Earth after the removal from heaven, but they are free to travel from one region to another

26) The word used for the action taken against them is saleuō, which refers to shaking something so as to alter its original condition, or a removal/destruction of something considered unshakable.  cp Lk 6:38, 48; Ac 16:26; Heb 12:26-27

27) Throughout history, Satan and the demons have had free access to the Throne room, where he/they accused believers of hypocrisy and sin (cp Job 1:6-12, 2:1-7 ; Zec 3:1; Rev 12:10); from this point on, they will no longer be permitted into the presence of God, but are confined to the kingdom they chose in its place.  Mt 12:26

28) Therefore, the phrase speaks of the Divine action taken against the evil forces of the Angelic Conflict, their forcible and violent removal from the scene, and the alteration of their previous status and actions.  cp Rev 20:1-3

The Parousia

kai. to,te o;yontai to.n ui`o.n tou/ avnqrw,pou evrco,menon evn nefe,laij meta. duna,mewj pollh/j kai. do,xhjÅ
13:26 “And then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. (c.c. & temp adv kai. to,te “and then” + F D I 3p o`ra,w “ they will look at/see” + Ac M S w/d.a. & G M S w/d.a. o` ui`o,j o` a;nqrwpoj “the son of the man” +       P D P Ac M S e;rcomai “appearing/coming” + prep w/ L F P evn nefe,lh – nephelē “in clouds” + prep w/ G F S meta. du,namij “in the midst of/along with power” + G F S adj polu,j “much/great” + c.c. G F S kai. do,xa “and glory”)

kai. to,te avpostelei/ tou.j avgge,louj kai. evpisuna,xei tou.j evklektou.j evk tw/n tessa,rwn avne,mwn avpV a;krou gh/j e[wj a;krou ouvranou/Å
13:27 “And then He will send forth the angels, and will gather together His elect from the four winds, from the farthest end of the earth, to the farthest end of heaven. (c.c. & temp adv kai. to,te “and then” + F A I 3s avposte,llw “he will send forth” + Ac M P w/d.a. o` a;ggeloj “the messengers/angels” + c.c. & F A I 3s kai. evpisuna,gw – episunagō “and will lead/gather together” + Ac M P w/d.a. o` evklekto,j “the chosen out/elect” + prep w/ Ab M P w/d.a. & card adj evk o` te,ssarej a;nemoj “out from the four winds” + prep w/ Ab N S avpo, a;kron “away from the farthest boundary/end” + G  F S gh/ “of earth” + prep w/G N S e[wj a;kron “until/as far as the farthest boundary/ end” + G M S ouvrano,j “of heaven”)

1) The disciples meant to ask one question, but  there were actually four; comparing Mt 24:3 & Mk 13:4 & Lk 21:7, we see the phrases “the sign of your coming” and “end of the age” is equivalent to “all these things are going to be fulfilled” – “what will be the sign when these things are about to take place?”  is a separate question recorded only by Luke – Jesus answered all four, and in order.

2) The first question (“when will these things be?”), is answered specifically by Luke, but not answered by Mt and Mk, and concerns the destruction of the Temple.

3) The second question is answered from Mt 24:30, where the sign of the Parousia/Royal Coming, the fulfillment of “all these things”, will be the appearing of the King; until that actually occurs, there will be no sign as to when He is going to appear!

4) This is due to several factors, including:

a) the propensity of man to look for signs rather than apply what has been learned is warned against in vss 21-23

b) believers are not to base their CWL on the presence or absence of signs, but are to continue applying BD regardless of overt circumstances – cp Ac 1:6-8

c) signs are subjective by their very nature, and may be interpreted (or ignored) how-ever the individual wishes – cp Mt 16:1-4

d) the history of man is designed to show that positive volition, obedience, and faith will function under any and all circumstances, and the worst period of history will be no exception

5) The focus of the Angelic Conflict is volition, and the exercise thereof regardless of ‘proof’ that one is correct; in other words, faith combined with knowledge (not signs or supernatural evidence) is called for in DSW as well as every other time period. cp Heb 10:38, 11:1f (esp 13)

6) While we have the advantage of almost 2,000 years of scholarship and doctrinal exposition on which to base our understanding of these events and their time-frame, the saints of DSW will have to wait for His appearance to say He has appeared.

7) We must bear in mind that these believers will have entered DSW as unbelievers, and will only have a few years to learn the information necessary to survive; it is indeed doubtful that anyone could arrive at an exact and precise chronology.

8) Therefore patient endurance and obedience to the commandments will be called upon in extreme circumstances; this has been the basic lesson of the entire book of Mark, and is certainly emphasized here.  cp Mk 10:45

9) It is true that the extinction of the sun and the falling stars would be a definite clue that the Son of Man must appear soon, but the emphasis of Christ’s statement is that the Parousia/Royal Arrival is only guaranteed to occur at the point in time it occurs, not before.

10) Concerning this title for Messiah:

a) it has appeared 9x so far in Mark, to describe:

(1) Christ’s equality with Deity – 2:10

(2) Messiah’s Sovereignty over Divinely established rules – 2:28

(3) the suffering and martyrdom inherent in His office – 8:31

(4) the attitude Christ will feel and display toward those who did not remain loyal – 8:38

(5) the promise that Messiah will not remain physically dead – 9:9

(6) Scriptural documentation that Christ would suffer – 9:12

(7) the repetition of teaching on Christ’s suffering – 9:31, 10:33

(8) the foremost example of obedience, humility, service, and sacrifice, our great God and Savior Himself, calls for our own – 10:45

b) its 4 future uses describe:

(1) Christ’s betrayal, as the subject of prophecy, will definitely be fulfilled, but the one by whom He is betrayed will suffer accordingly – 14:21 (2x)

(2) the realization of the betrayal of Messiah – 14:41

(3) the future absolute vindication and appearance in resurrected glory – 14:62

c) it encompasses the entirety of Messiah’s office, person, and position, or the unique human in God’s Plan, who alone is qualified to procure salvation and reign as King of kings, and Lord of lords

11) That Jesus used it of Himself more frequently than any other title indicates He real-ized it was only by fulfilling His entire ministry that He would reach the exalted stage of which Daniel spoke; by suffering, He proved He was worthy of glory. cp 2Th 1:5

12) The word for they will see indicates that those present at the time Christ appears in glory will not necessarily be looking for Him, nor will they suspect that He is about to do so; it means to catch sight of, or perceive one’s presence, so the point is that they will see whether they are looking or not, and whether they want to or not.

13) This further explains the command of vs 21, “do not believe” those who claim Messiah has returned (cp Mt 24:23-27); He will not initially appear anywhere on earth, His first manifestation will be in the sky, visible by all!

14) Comparing Mt 24:30 and Rev 1:7, we also see that all mankind from all generations will see this event, including past generations, “even those who pierced Him”, i.e. those of the 1st Advent generation who are in Hades.

15) Also from Mt 24:30, we know that “all the tribes of the earth will mourn”, as each individual unbeliever finally realizes that they have lost their battle against the Lord, and begins to come to grips with what that loss entails.  cp Rev 6:16-17

16) Jesus makes reference to Dan 7:13, although He does not quote it directly, which was a definite prophecy for the last days, and speaks of the beginning of the Messianic reign; again the point is made that a thorough study of Scripture, rather than the traditions of men, would have made all this information available to them.

17) Mt 24:30 has this arrival “upon (epi) the clouds of the heaven (ouranos)”, and Luke has a singular cloud, without reference to heaven; Mark gives a plural clouds, but does not mention heaven, so the identification of the clouds must rely on their source.

a) some have attempted to make these literal clouds, as in 1Th 4:17

b) Heb 12:1 calls the passive testimony of the heroes of the faith a “cloud of witnesses”, leading others to claim it is the presence of all believers who have entered Ph3
c) Dan 7:13 (LXX) uses some of the same vocabulary for “upon the clouds of the heaven”, but that verse speaks of being presented in the heavenly Throne room before God the Father (“the Ancient of Days”)

18) Ac 1:9-11 states that a cloud “received” Jesus as He ascended into heaven, and the angelic testimony was that He would return “in just the same way”; however, this does not strictly demand that the cloud was literal, and the translation would be better rendered “in a like manner” (houtōs).

19) According to Rev 19:14, the “armies which are in heaven” follow after Him “on white horses”; this is a reference to the Church Universal (they are clothed in white robes of fine linen), but our verse says specifically He is “in” the clouds, not “before” them.

20) Mk 8:38 interprets these clouds as the angelic armies that will accompany Christ and the Church to the battle of the 2nd Advent. “…the Son of Man … when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.”
21) The sheer number of angels (cp Rev 5:11), and their appearance (cp Mt 28:3), and the fact they will act and move in unison would indeed appear as a cloud, and even modern vernacular speaks of a non-vaporous mass of individual parts, in a large enough volume to obscure what is behind it – e.g. “a cloud of locusts”.

22) The make up of these clouds is further verified by the fact that He will send forth His angels upon His arrival, and they travel about the planet as He has instructed; since they accompany Him intimately, they will arrive at the same time He does.

23) The word for angel is angelos, most literally interpreted “a messenger”, as seen in the fact that it is the Lord that is said to gather together the elect, rather than the 3rd plural of angels doing the gathering.

24) In other words, as mighty and powerful as angels are, they are doing only the bidding of their Master, and therefore it is He that is responsible for bringing all surviving believers together before Him.

25) The continued insistence on making this event parallel with the destruction of Jeru-salem has led some interpreters to allegorize the description to refer to the sending of “the ministers of the Gospel” to proclaim Christ, and the historical evangelization of humanity with the resultant increase in the Church.

26) This denies the clear reading of this and other passages, violates the language (episunagō), is unnecessarily complex, ignores the literal interpretation of history, and demonstrates intellectual dishonesty.

27) From Mt 13:41-43, the interpretation of the Parable of the Tares, we know that first these angels will gather all unbelievers, bring them to the place of their judgment, and then bring believers to the same place for their reward.  cp Mt 24:40-41

28) The phrase from the four winds refers to the directions of the compass, so that these angelic transports will not miss a believer due to geographic isolation, or because they live in a country previously allied with Antichrist (or any other enemy).

29) The extent of the search/retrieval will be from the farthest end of the earth, meaning one angel will meet another at the boundaries of their search pattern.

30) In addition, any believer who has entered Ph3 before or after the Church Age will be gathered, even if they were previously in the farthest end of heaven:

a) according to Lk 16:22, believers are given an angelic escort to Ph3
b) at the time of Christ’s Ascension, He took with Him the souls of departed believers, previously in Paradise, into the 3rd Heaven – Eph 4:8-9

c) the current home of souls is the 3rd Heaven, face to face with the Lord – 2Cor 5:1f

d) the Church will have received their resurrection bodies 7 years previous to this event, at the Rapture, but OT saints (and their counterparts from DSW) will receive their bodies at this time – Dan 12:13; Jn 11:24

31) Mt 24:31 includes the detail that this gathering will be accompanied with the sound “of a great trumpet”; a trumpet was sounded to call Israel to Mt. Sinai to meet with Yhwh (Ex 19:16), as well as to indicate the beginning of feasts (Ps 81:3-4), therefore it is fitting that a trumpet sound would signal the fulfillment of the prophecies and the most intimate meeting of history.

32) So the emphasis is that all humanity, past and present, will be gathered together to begin the Millennial rule, with unbelievers having been removed from the planet, and believers now beginning to enjoy the rest they have been promised.

33) Lk 21:28 gives exhortation for recognition of these “beginning of labor pains”, and the resultant encouragement believers should have when they observe them.

a) “when these things begin to take place” demands that we are watching for them and recognize them as fulfillments of the previous teaching

b) “straighten up and lift up your heads” means to take strength and recover from a weakened condition – as the back is bowed under pressure, that pressure is relieved when we see what is taking place

c) the “redemption…drawing near” points to an ever-approaching deliverance, so we are to recognize God’s Plan is progressing, regardless of overt circumstances

The Parable of the Fig Tree

Mt 24:32-36 & Mk 13:28-32 & Lk 21:29-33

VApo. de. th/j sukh/j ma,qete th.n parabolh,n\ o[tan h;dh o` kla,doj auvth/j a`palo.j ge,nhtai kai. evkfu,h| ta. fu,lla( ginw,skete o[ti evggu.j to. qe,roj evsti,n\
13:28 “Now learn the parable from the fig tree: when its branch has already become tender, and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. (weak adv de. “but; now” + A A Ip 2p manqa,nw – manthanō “learn” + Ac F S w/d.a. h` parabolh, “the parable” + prep w/ Ab F S  w/d.a. avpo. h` sukh/ “from the fig tree” + indef temp con o[tan “whenever” + N M S w/d.a. o` kla,doj “the branch” + G F 3s pro auvto,j “her/its” + adv h;dh “already” + A D S 3s gi,nomai “has become” + N M S adj a`palo.j “tender” + c.c. &  P A S 3s kai.  evkfu,w “and might put forth” + Ac N P w/d.a. to. fu,llon “the leaves” +     P A I 2p ginw,skw “you recognize/know” + exp con o[ti “that” + N N S w/d.a. to. qe,roj “the summer” + P I 3s eivmi, “is” + adv evggu.j “imminent/close/near”)

ou[twj kai. u`mei/j( o[tan i;dhte tau/ta gino,mena( ginw,skete o[ti evggu,j evstin evpi. qu,raijÅ
13:29 “Even so, you too, when you see these things happening, recognize that He is near, right at the door. (adv ou[twj “in a like manner” + c.c. (adj) kai. “also” + N 2p pro su, “you” + indef temp con o[tan “whenever” + A A S 2p ei=don “you might/should see” + Ac N P dem pro ou-toj “these things” + P D P Ac N P gi,nomai “coming to pass/ happening” + P A Ip 2p ginw,skw “know/recognize” + exp con o[ti “that” + P I 3s eivmi, “it/he is” + adv evggu,j “near” + prep w/ G F P evpi. qu,ra – thura “upon/at doors”)

1) After answering the actual questions of vs 4 and Lk 21:7 (although not as the disciples had anticipated), Christ now answers their intent; again, Mark did not record the fourth question, but did record the answer to it.  cp Mt 24:3c
a) the phrase “end of the age” uses the same word (sunteleia) as Dan 12:13 (LXX), a verse widely recognized as the end of the Age of Israel, the completion of man’s history before the Millennial reign

b) Matthew wrote his gospel for his fellow Jews, and so referred to the fulfillment of all prophecies for God’s chosen people (i.e. He wasn’t done with them yet)

c) Mark and Luke, writing primarily to Gentiles, did not include it, probably lest a distinction between Church Age Jews and Gentiles be inferred (Gal 3:28), or a misunderstanding as to which Age was meant

2) He did include the information for those who will live near the historical fulfillment, however, since they will therefore need to know their generation is different than all previous ones.

3) In other words, believers living before DSW was even a possibility could rest assured that Antichrist was not in their midst, but a future generation would need to identify him as the absolute fulfillment, and react to his presence appropriately. cp 2Th 2:3-4

4) The Greek construction puts great emphasis on the fig tree, with the prepositional phrase coming before the main verb or object – literally it says “but/now from the fig tree learn the parable”, so its use in a parable relates literal circumstances to a spiritual concept that can and must be grasped.

5) This should have drawn the disciples’ attention back to the events of Mk 11:13-14 & 20-23; the cursing of the barren fig tree had occurred only the day before, and the lesson of the fig tree and mountain had been given that very morning.

6) Regarding fig trees in Israel:

a) they have two seasons for bearing mature fruit, in late April/early May and late Sep/early Oct

b) the fruit begins to show before the leaves are fully developed, so leaves indicate the potential for fruit

c) of the two types most common, the sycamore fig tree loses its leaves during colder weather, but begins producing them again when the temperature rises above 40( for an extended period

d) if damaged by frost, the tree can produce fruit and leaves within the same year, but sometimes there is no fruit until the second year

7) The word used here for learn is manthanō, for information or knowledge gained through instruction, effort, and practice.  cp Mt 9:13 “But go and learn what this means…” Jn 7:15; Phi 4:11; Tit 3:14 “And let our people also learn to engage in good deeds…”
8) Therefore, unlike other parables that could be readily observed and understood (cp Mk 4:9), this parable would require diligence, wisdom, and knowledge of Scripture related to its reality.

9) Without a full exposition of the principles of parabolic interpretation, it still must be reiterated that:

a) we adhere to a literal hermeneutic, i.e. the understanding of the parable will be based on principles similar to the literal subject discussed

b) there is only one interpretation of any item within the parable – there might be several applications/lessons, but only one that relates to the specific lesson of the parable itself

c) the principle of direct comparison means that each explicit component of the parable must have a parallel in the spiritual reality

d) certain aspects of the literal subject of discussion will have no relevance within the interpretation, but these aspects will be implied, not explicit

e) the context in which the parable is given has direct relevance for its interpretation

f) parallel and contrasting passages must be considered

g) any doctrinal statements must be based on clear, literal passages

10) So the literal components of the parable are:

a) the fig tree itself – not only visibly pleasing, it is intended to be a source of fruit 

b) the branch – the most essential part of the visible tree: without it the tree is only a trunk and cannot carry out the functions for which it is designed

c) tenderness of the branch – sap/life flowing through a branch displays the ability to sustain life, and carry nutrients to the root and back

d) leaves – evidence of life, since a normal branch may or may not produce fruit, but the absence of leaves indicates an inability to produce anything

e) summer – the time between harvests, during which no mature fruit is on the tree

11) The use of the adverb houtōs – “in a like manner” makes clear that a spiritual parallel is expected from the parable; it is not merely a “big picture” describing identification of signs, nor is it that one Church Age event follows another, just as summer follows leaves on a tree.

12) The components’ spiritual parallels:

a) the fig tree is Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, as seen in such verses as:

(1) Jer 8:5-13 – the people of Jerusalem are “grapes on the vine” and “figs on the fig tree”, which the Lord is about to remove (the Babylonian captivity)

(2) Jer 24 – compares the inhabitants of Jerusalem to good and bad figs

(3) Joel 1:7 – speaks of an invading army who “has made my vine a waste, And my fig tree splinters (hp'c'q. – QeTzaPHaH, a noun)”; 1:9 states “The grain offering and the libation are cut off From the house of the Lord”, and 3:1 assures that the Lord will “restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem”

(4) Mic 7:1-2 – the prophet laments “The godly person has perished from the land”, after comparing himself (as a communicator) to “the fruit pickers and the grape gatherers” and yet “There is not a cluster of grapes to eat, Or a first-ripe fig which I crave”

b) the branch is the Temple compound, without which Jerusalem cannot function as intended – Isa 4:2; Jer 7:10, 25:29 cp Zec 6:12-13

(1) while we recognize that a fig tree, or any tree, with only one branch would be impossible, for the purposes of the parable only one branch is required

(2) Lk 21:29 mentions “all the trees” (he does not mention the branch) and speaks of the nation of Israel with its capital as well as other end time nations required by prophecy, in place and capable of fulfilling those prophecies – cp Dan 2, 7

c) the tenderness of the branch = the Temple with the potential to function appro-priately for the Lord (although the lack of fruit indicates it is not)

(1) one element that has been often disregarded is the fact the specified branch  has already become tender, meaning that it is not in the process of reinvig-oration, but that its condition is fully developed

(2) i.e. it is not the collection of construction materials, the setting of the Temple cornerstones, the work in progress, the period between completion and dedica-tion in view, it is the Temple ready to operate in its intended capacity

d) leaves are symbolic of a functioning priesthood, signaling that there is at least the possibility of carrying out the sacrifices and ministering to the people – cp Jer 8:13

e) summer pictures the time no mature fruit/DGP will be produced by the tree, which in context is the time Antichrist has taken his seat in the Temple and put a halt to the regular sacrifice, and the beginning of the Great Tribulation (GT)

(1) many interpreters have identified summer as the Millennium, based on that season being the time of rest (summer vacations, no school, etc), but this imposes our understanding of a parabolic element on Scripture

(2) in agricultural societies, summer is the time of least harvest, intense heat, little/no rain, and little activity; it is the time of maximum growth for a plant, but the fruit has not matured, nor is it ready to be harvested

(3) certain verses indicate large amounts of harvest from “summer fruits” (cp 2Sam 16:1), but this only indicates a large crop from a large farm, not that these fruits were harvested in summer (this is true even today)

(4) most of these interpreters (including the translators of the NAS) attempt to make the 3rd singular of eimi – is near – a masculine reference to Christ, but this denies the parabolic hermeneutic that each component must have a parallel in the interpretation; summer is not a man, therefore it cannot be “he” that is near, but “it”

(5) additionally, Lk 21:31 states that we are to “recognize that the kingdom of God is near”, which would be confusing were it not for the recognition that his emphasis is different – he does not mention the branch, and “leaves” is supplied by the translators

(a) while this is a parallel passage, Luke deals with the end time nations that must exist for the GT to begin (“all the trees” of vs 29) – cp Dan 2, 7

(b) the kingdom of God will indeed be near at the time of summer, but this does not demand that summer = the KoG, only that it is nearer than it was 

(c) Luke is saying that once an informed believer correctly identifies the end time players, they can say their “redemption is drawing near” – Lk 21:28

(6) Dan 2:35 refers to the kingdoms of the earth as “chaff on the summer threshing floor”, meaning that they were in full bloom during summer; it is only after summer/harvest that they are destroyed, and we know that their destruction occurs at the 2nd Advent from vss 44-45

(7) the interpretation of the Parable of the Tares (Mt 13:39) states that “the harvest is the end of the age”, referring to the angelic retrieval of humanity at the 2nd Advent; harvest follows summer, and is therefore not a part of summer 

(8) this rules out the identification of “summer” as the Millennium, since the destruction of opposing kingdoms occurs at the very beginning thereof 

13) Given that the date was now Apr 1, 33 AD and the fig tree cursed by Jesus the day before was in full bloom when He did so (and in fact He was expecting to find immature fruit on it), there must be another meaning to the fact that summer is only near if the fig tree is in full leaf.

14) The answer is seen in the use of the definite article here, the fig tree; the specific tree in view was the one He had cursed the day before “out from the roots” (Mk 11:20, ek with the Ablative).

a) as was mentioned in the analysis of that verse, this Greek construction refers to a point of separation, so that the tree was withered up from the roots, but the roots themselves were not dead

b) since they were sitting down on the Mount of Olives (vs 3), they would presum-ably have passed by the very same tree on the way out of Jerusalem

c) the fig tree used in the parable, then, is not a typical tree, but one that has been cursed and is lifeless, but then begins to be restored

d) this relates to Jerusalem’s destruction, dormancy, and eventual restoration

e) this dovetails with Paul’s comparison of Israel to a cultured olive tree, with the Church as a grafted branch, being supported from “the rich root” – Rom 11:17-18

15) Parables use as their pattern events that are readily observable by all people, and although modern science has determined the various stages of horticultural develop-ment in minute detail, the earliest proof that spring was near was the change of fig tree branches from dry and brittle to tender and soft.

16) Following that stage, the appearance of leaf buds (ekphuō) indicated spring was immediately near, but the completed growth of all the leaves occurred in late spring, and was recognized as proof that summer was only days or weeks away.

17) In the same way, the reappearance of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel shows we are in the last days of the Church Age, but a definitive time cannot be deduced; the preparation of the Temple components shows that spring is drawing to a close, but summer is still a considerable time away.

18) Thus, the Church Age shares a portion of the Fig Tree Generation with Israel, but is distinct from it in the sense we will not witness its fulfillment in our Ph2 lifetimes.

19) The use of the indefinite temporal conjunction hotan with the Aorist of eidon specifies that it is after the previous action has taken place that the following information will be true; in other words, only after all the components are in place can one know “summer” is imminent.

20) The use of eidon has a specific kind of observation in view; it means to perceive, to catch sight of someone or something, without looking for them intentionally.

21) Again we see the importance of focusing on one’s CWL, not living that life in a constant search for signs, but also of being informed enough to recognize those signs when they appear.

22) So these things refers to each of the components of the parable and their spiritual parallel: when a disciple saw the establishment of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, he could recognize the fig tree, when the Temple is erected the branch is in place, etc.

23) While the Doctrine of the Fig Tree has often been connected to the Rapture of the Church, it must be emphasized that the context deals with believers of DSW; Church Age believers can use the information indirectly, but the point is that until the Temple and priesthood are functioning, no one can say that the GT is imminent.

24) In fact, the Present Participle of ginomai indicates that until all these things are in place, the believer is limited in what they are to know, and can only say the appearance of Antichrist and the GT is relatively near and coming nearer.

25) In other words, the establishment of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel was a major sign the end was approaching, and was the beginning of the Fig Tree generation, but that did not necessitate an immediate end to the Church Age; likewise, once the Temple is begun (and even completed), it will certainly indicate His return is that much closer, but it will still await further historical developments.

26) The phrase at the door is used only here and Matthew’s parallel (Mt 24:33) in the NT (Luke uses different vocabulary with the same intent – “summer is already near”), but the LXX uses it to translate Pr 9:14, 

a) the verse speaks of the manner in which a “woman of folly” seeks to entice adult-erous lovers into her house

b) she stands just outside the door to her house and calls to “those who pass by” 

c) so this phrase reemphasizes the meaning of engus, meaning as near as possible without being inside the house.

27) The plural of thura – “doors” is related to the presence of two doors leading out from the house into the street (Jsh 2:19; 1Kin 6:31 {Solomon’s temple}; Job 31:32), and should not be related to more than one advent, dispensation, or appearance.

28) Therefore, once the Temple, in Jerusalem, with a functioning priesthood, has come to pass (ginomai), it is at that point one can accurately say that the Abomination of Desolation, and the Great Tribulation, is as near as possible without actually having appeared; that would be the time for the informed believer to leave Judea.

29) The parable is designed to reinforce the teaching of vss 14-23, regarding the appearance of the Abomination of Desolation, the beginning of the Day of the Lord, and the accompanying suffering/affliction that will run rampant during the GT; those who exercise diligent effort in understanding the parable will have sufficient warning that the time of maximum evil on earth is approaching rapidly.  cp Heb 11:6

The Terminus Ante Quem

avmh.n le,gw u`mi/n o[ti ouv mh. pare,lqh| h` genea. au[th me,crij ou- tau/ta pa,nta ge,nhtaiÅ
13:30 “Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. (ptcl/affirm avmh.n “truly/dogmatically/without doubt” + P A I 1s le,gw “I say” + D 2p pro su, “to you” + exp con o[ti “that” + neg ptcl x 2 ouv mh. “definitely not” +       N F S w/d.a. & dem pro h` genea. ou-toj “the this generation” + A A S 3s pare,rcomai – parerchomai “might pass by/away” + prep w/ G M S rel pro me,crij o[j “until which time” + N N P adj & dem pro pa/j ou-toj “all these things” + A D S 3s gi,nomai “come to pass/happen/take place”)

o` ouvrano.j kai. h` gh/ pareleu,sontai( oi` de. lo,goi mou ouv mh. pareleu,sontaiÅ
13:31 “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away. (N M S w/d.a. o` ouvrano.j “the heaven” + c.c. & N F S w/d.a. kai. h` gh/ “and the earth” + F D I 3p pare,rcomai “will pass away” + weak adv de. “but” + N M P w/d.a. o` lo,goj “the words” + G 1s pro evgw, “my” + neg ptcl x 2 ouv mh. “definitely not” + F D I 3p pare,rcomai “will…pass away”)

1) In regard to the intent of the disciples’ question, Christ now gives assurance that the coming of the Son of Man, and the end of the age, will be within the lifetimes of those who witness the preceding events.

2) The dogmatic expression Truly I say to you should make it evident that the Lord expects us to be able to understand the meaning, and yet Christian commentary is varied, revolving around several basic disagreements, including:

a) the meaning of genea – “race” or “generation”

b) the identification of this generation– 1st Advent or Tribulational

c) all these things – Jerusalem at 70 AD, the fig tree, or the 2nd Advent

3) The foremost disagreement is the meaning of genea; those who have reacted to ‘date-setting’ have attempted to prove it means “race”, and the promise is that the Jewish race will not be exterminated.

a) all the examples of history would predict that a society of people deprived of a national homeland would soon cease to exist, but the Jewish people have retained their identity without a nation for over 1900 years

b) of the 43x the word is used in the NT, however, only one (Lk 16:8) may even be considered to mean “race”, and that is less than clear

c) of the other uses, Mt 1:17 certainly does not allow any translation other than generation, unless one believes 42 races of people were involved in Christ’s lineage from Abraham – cp Ac 13:36

d) another word – genos – means “race”, which is used in such verses as Mk 7:26; Ac 7:19, 13:26; and 1Pet 2:9, and has as its root meaning “a kind, family, or class”

e) since all three authors use genea, including Luke (the author of Acts), it makes little sense to force this word to have a meaning different than any of its other uses

4) It is true that the Jewish race has been promised a never-ending history, and God actively protects the children of Abraham from extinction (cp Gen 17:7), but this verse is not reiterating that promise.

5) This is an example of taking a true fact of Scripture and forcing it to fit one’s pre-conceived ideas, using eisegesis to interpret a verse one finds uncomfortable. 

6) Regarding a generation:

a) a generation is defined as the adult society (males twenty years and older) that lived in a certain historical time frame, and which experienced the defining event within that period – cp Num 1:2-3

(1) the Exodus generation refers to adults that saw the judgments on Egypt and were led out as a nation – Num 32:11-13 cp Dt 2:14

(2) the Conquest generation was composed of the children of the Exodus genera-tion, those who were less than twenty years of age at the time of the Exodus, but above twenty at the time of entry into the land of Canaan – cp Num 14:31

(3) the 1st Advent generation refers to the adults that witnessed the ministries of John the Baptist and Jesus Christ – Mt 11:16-19

(4) one may live during two or more generations (WWII and the 60’s), but the experience of the younger adult members of that time period is the defining characteristic of the generation itself

b) a study of the entire Bible reveals that generations have varied widely in length, from the incredibly long generations of Ante-Diluvian society to the generations recorded in Matthew

(1) because of the unique nature of the pre-flood environment, we will not consider the lengthy generations that characterized the portion of history until the life expectancy of man stabilized

(2) Abram was given a prophecy in Gen 15:16 that four generations would pass between the time of his descendants’ entering Egypt and their return to Canaan – this lasted 215 years (1660-1445 BC), for an average of 53.75 years

(3) in Ps 90:10, Moses states that “the days of our life…contain seventy years, Or if due to strength, eighty years”, which is a generalization (he lived 120 yrs), but recognizes the average age of mankind is about 70 years

(4) the most popular figure for the length of a generation is 40 years, based primarily on the experience of the Exodus generation – Num 32:13

(a) because this generation is the only one with a specific length of time given, interpreters are quick to assign the same length to other generations

(b) however, that generation was told the reason their time was limited, and it cannot logically be transferred to other generations – Num 14:34

(5) Mt 1:1-17 gives a record of three sets of 14 generations; the average gener-ation for the first set (Abraham to David) is 60 yrs, the second (David to the Babylonian captivity) is slightly over 28 years, and the third (Babylon to Christ) is about 45.5 years

(6) the average of all three sets is 45.05 years, and given the four generations in Egypt and Moses’ statement that a man lives 70 years, a generation can be safely said to last about 50 years

(7) therefore, it can be generally presumed that at a time near 50 years after society sees the appearance of the Fig Tree, all events prophesied will also become a reality

7) However, rather than an equation for determining how long after the initial point of the generation it will be until the fulfillment, the verse deals with the fact that the adult segment of the population will experience the major events of that timeframe.

8) The next difference deals with the exact identification of this generation, whether it relates to adults alive at the 1st or the 2nd Advent.

a) the same phrase was used in Mt 23:36 and Lk 11:49, both of which are clearly a reference to the 1st Advent generation

b) this has led some interpreters to claim the fulfillment of the verses in 70 AD, which would be 37 years after the crucifixion (thus, well within a generation)

c) unfortunately, this ignores the fact that two important prophecies – the extinction of the sun and the angelic retrieval of believers – did not occur at that time

d) the answer is seen in the prophecies of Daniel’s Seventy Weeks, the 69th of which had ended with the Triumphal Entry, after which Messiah would be cut off, and before the A/D would appear

e) in other words, the 69th Week generation was referenced in Mt 23 and Lk 11, but that generation had passed; Christ now refers to the generation that would follow them in the Age of Israel (the current generation was the beginning of the Church)

f) thus, this generation contextually relates to those who will “see these things happening”, meaning the appearance of the fig tree, branch, and leaves

g) the earliest item that could be recognized was the reestablishment of Jerusalem, therefore Christ is speaking of the generation that began in 1967

9) Since the Fig Tree reappeared in June of 1967, an additional 50 years for all things to come to pass would place the end of the generation in 2016-2017 AD, which dovetails nicely with the prophecy of 6000 years of human history, from 2Pet 3:8.  cp Hos 6:2 “He will revive us after two days; He will raise us up on the third day That we may live before Him.”
a) from Adam to Abraham was approximately 2008 years

b) from Abraham to Pentecost was approximately 1980 years

c) from Pentecost to the 2nd Advent would be approximately 1984 years

10) The specific promise that the Fig Tree generation would continue to exist until all these things take place has been taken to mean that by determining the extent of a generation, one could accurately predict the latest year for the 2nd Advent, and thereby determine the year of the Rapture (2nd Advent – 7 years).

11) However, the use of the word mechris – until does not look to a designated cessation, but rather a terminus ante quem, or end limit of a period of time. cp Lk 16:16; Ac 20:7

12) So, rather than saying that the Parousia would occur at or shortly before the end of the generation, Christ is saying only that the generation would still be in existence when the Parousia occurs; the number of years left in that generation is not an issue.

13) We will repeat that due to the approximate nature of the generations listed, and the several exhortations regarding the extended nature of the time before Christ’s return (cp 2Pet 3:9), neither this verse nor any other can be used to fix the time of the Rapture or 2nd Advent, even within a particular year.  

a) the point is that in spite of the fact there will be no signs of Christ’s imminent return, there is a definite time frame in which He must appear

b) it is a purposely vague time frame, however, and the only thing that can be definitively stated is that within the lifetime of at least one person born in 1947, the Lord will return to establish the Millennial kingdom

14) Vs 31 reasserts the dogmatic and undeniable nature of the statement “Truly I say to you”, of vs 30; there is no way this promise will not be fulfilled, and there is no way the generation that witnesses the Fig Tree will cease to live before the Parousia.

15) The fact that heaven and earth will pass away refers to the destruction of the known universe, which occurs shortly before the Great White Throne; this is first mentioned in Ps 102:25-27 and Isa 51:6, more fully explained in 2Pet 3:10-12, and described in poetic language in Rev 20:11.

16) This destruction occurs at the end of the Day of the Lord, to which Paul also refers in 1Cor 15:28.

17) The point is that the two objects that seem to be most enduring are not permanent, but the words of Christ, including but not limited to this prophecy, are as permanent as He Himself is.

18) This again warns against the temptation to disbelieve the Word of God based on personal experience; as bad as the situation will be, the one who trusts the Lord God has the enduring promise of that Word that He has not forsaken those who are obedient to Him.  cp 1Sam 12:22 “For the LORD will not abandon His people on account of His great name, because the LORD has been pleased to make you a people for Himself.”
Hypostatic Ignorance

Peri. de. th/j h`me,raj evkei,nhj h' th/j w[raj ouvdei.j oi=den( ouvde. oi` a;ggeloi evn ouvranw/| ouvde. o` ui`o,j( eiv mh. o` path,rÅ
13:32 “But of that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone. (weak adv de. “but” + prep w/ G F S w/d.a. peri. h` h`me,ra “concerning the day” + G F S dem pro evkei/noj “that one” + disj con h' “or” + G F S w/d.a. h` w[ra “the hour” + N M S card adj ouvdei.j “none/no one” + Pf A I 3s oi=da      “has known” + neg con ouvde. “neither” + N M P w/d.a. o` a;ggeloj “the angels” + prep w/ L M S  evn ouvrano,j “in heaven” + neg con ouvde. “nor” + N M S w/d.a. o` ui`o,j “the son” + con ptcl & neg ptcl eiv mh. “if not; except” + N M S w/d.a. o` path,r “the father”)

1) This verse is often applied to the unexpected arrival of the Rapture, but in context it deals with the appearance of Christ at the 2nd Advent; it is true that if one could determine the exact date of the Parousia, they would be able to determine the date of the Rapture, but the end of the Church Age is not being discussed here.

2) This is the answer to the disciples’ question, as to how they could know when the Millennial kingdom was imminent, but the fact is that there can be no prediction or timeframe worked out from Scripture.

3) The verse has also been cited as proof of Jesus’ human ignorance in certain areas, and while this is a true application, it is only a secondary consideration; the point Christ is making is that no one knows, not that He could know but does not.

4) Certain Church ‘fathers’, without an accurate understanding of the Hypostatic Union, declared that Christ knew the information, but was not allowed to communicate it (cp Jn 12:49); this demonstrates a remarkable ignorance of the humanity of Christ.

5) The Perfect of oida is used for information from experience, so it would rule out any evidence discovered from Scripture, worked out mathematically, discerned from a calendar, or any mental effort on the part of the interpreter.

6) This does not rule out knowledge that one is a living in the Fig Tree generation, or the general time of His return; it negates determining the exact time. cp vs 28-29

7) The mention of the angels in heaven is used to point to supernatural revelation, as well as intelligence or skill; there is no one who can tell anyone when the Parousia will occur, based on their studies or a message from a spirit.

8) Indeed, only the Father knows, and He has chosen not to reveal it; it would serve no purpose for believers to know the day, and, based on history, would do great damage, since believers would fall into an eschatological frenzy.

9) Of course the Son currently shares this information through OmSc, but OmSc alone has revealed it; the point is that nowhere in Jesus’ exhaustive study of Scripture was the exact timing of His return divulged.

10) Neither does this deny that the Holy Spirit, as Deity, knows the exact day, rather it means that only God alone knows – He has not divulged it to anyone but Deity.

11) It is also true that angels, who learn Bible Doctrine throughout the course of the Angelic Conflict (1Pet 1:12), would be able to ascertain the exact day of the 2nd Advent after the Rapture:

a) during DSW, angelic messengers will be carrying out many functions, including announcements and judgments, so they will be told the proper time for their duties, and thus be able to determine how much longer the Week will continue

b) simple math from the date of the Rapture will give them the day, and the hour will be sometime in the first part of the first day of the Millennium – Mt 24:29

c) however, until the end of the Church Age has occurred, they do not know (or focus on) the day of fulfillment of “all these things”

12) Mark’s emphasis throughout his book has been on the nature of Christ as the Servant, waiting on His Father to give Him what He needed, and that when He needed it; the fact this information was not given to Him indicates it is not necessary for a successful Christian Life.

13) This should prevent believers from attempting to discover the time, set a date for the 2nd Advent or Rapture, or claim additional information that ‘wasn’t available’ for Christ, but the nature of the STA leads them into realms of arrogance that rarely include logical thought.

14) In fact, their insistence in trying to discover the date only proves that they have missed the whole point of this chapter – stop looking for the event and live a life of obedience.  Ac 1:6-8

15) Mt 24:37-41 includes the comment that “the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah”, which has been distorted in ways from extra-long lives for mankind to heavy rain at the Rapture, but vss 38-41 give the real meaning:

a) Noah was given 100 years to build the ark – Gen 5:32 cp 7:6

b) during this time he would naturally proclaim the impending flood and “the end of all flesh” – 2Pet 2:5

c) the warnings were ignored by the general populace, which was destroyed for their refusal to adjust to God

d) they continued to live as if nothing would result from their evil activities, even after Noah entered the ark, up to the very point the judgment fell

e) the comment “they did not understand until the flood came and took them all away” indicates that unbelievers will understand that their negative volition has brought consequences, but only too late

f) vss 40-41 give concrete examples of individuals living their lives in total disregard for God’s Plan

(1) that two sets of individuals are carrying out the same activities might mean they are intimately associated, but that is not required here – cp Lk 17:26-35

(2) the point is that nothing in their actions will indicate anything is amiss with their lives; rather than prepare (as the other two have done), they will continue with actions of lesser importance – cp Mk 8:36

(3) there is some question as to why the believers of these two verses are seen in the same actions as unbelievers, but the emphasis is on the fact they, like Noah, had adjusted to God’s Will, and only then carried on their normal lives

(4) from Mt 13:49 we know that the unbeliever is carried away first for judgment, then the believer is gathered in fulfillment of Mk 13:27

g) this verse has also been distorted as a reference to the Rapture, but that event is never referred to by the phrase “coming of the Son of Man”, rather it is called the “coming of our Lord Jesus” – cp 1Th 2:19

In Summary, Remain Diligent

Mt 24:42-25:30 & Mk 13:33-37 & Lk 21:34-36

ble,pete( avgrupnei/te\ ouvk oi;date ga.r po,te o` kairo,j evstinÅ
13:33 “Take heed, keep on the alert; for you do not know when the appointed time is. (P A Ip 2p ble,pw “watch; beware/take heed” + P A Ip 2p avgrupne,w – agrupneō “stay awake” + exp con ga.r “for; because” + neg ptcl w/ Pf A I 2p ouvk oi=da “you have not known/do not know” + temp inter adv po,te “when?” + N M S w/d.a. o` kairo,j “the season/appointed time” + P I 3s eivmi, “is”)

1) Again emphasizing one of the major lessons of this chapter (vss 5, 9, 23), Christ now gives an exhortation for watchful diligence in the CWL; He warns against the natural tendency of people to look for signs, instead calling for steadfast obedience.

2) The word for purposeful observation of one’s surroundings and condition, blepō, is coupled with another word seen less frequently, but which has an interesting nuance.

3) The word agrupneō occurs only 4x: 

a) here and Lk 21:36, of the focus of one’s attention toward the CWL

b) Eph 6:18, of the believer’s attitude toward prayerful consideration of others

c) Heb 13:17, of the PT’s attitude toward his charge

4) It literally means “be sleepless”, comes to mean alert, diligent awareness, and looks to the natural human tendency to accept complacency (self-satisfaction, with insufficient regard to problems, dangers, etc.), let down one’s guard, and stop observing what goes on around them. 

5) It does not demand literal fulfillment, but requires constantly considering everything in one’s periphery in the light of Bible Doctrine.  cp 2Cor 10:5; 1Th 5:5-6

6) This is brought out by its use in Lk 21:34-36, which warns against becoming “weighted down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of life” that distract one from their Christian responsibilities.

7) The KJV has the phrase “watch and pray”, but the better MSS do not contain the latter command; it is included in Lk 21:36, but there pertains to requesting Divine assist-ance and strength to carry out the commands (as opposed to praying for deliverance).

8) Therefore, just as He has throughout the discourse, Christ has again warned them not to base their CWL on human experience, not to adopt the attitude that they have ‘plenty of time to apply later’, or, conversely, that ‘the end must be near’ due to their inordinate suffering (and so, they can stop applying).

9) The point is that they are to apply BD in whatever circumstances they find them-selves, without consideration of how close or far the KoG may be; even the believer of DSW will have the same Divine Imperatives to follow, only more dramatically.

10) The word for appointed time here is kairos, used of seasons of the year (Mk 11:13), a suitable opportunity arising (Gal 6:10), and a Divinely allotted point in time (Mk 1:15); the last is the meaning here, the idea being there is no way to see into the future for the end of one’s Ph2, so looking for signs of the impending end is futile.

11) In other words, we (and they) recognize that the end is approaching and will soon arrive, but that does not negate our responsibility to conduct ourselves appropriately until it does so.

12) An easy and obvious application for those of us who will not endure DSW is the end of our own Ph2, through death or the Rapture; since we have no way of knowing how long or short our own lives will be, the only logical conclusion is to take advantage of every available moment to demonstrate attentive diligence and vigilant observance.

A Parable on Faithfulness

w`j a;nqrwpoj avpo,dhmoj avfei.j th.n oivki,an auvtou/ kai. dou.j toi/j dou,loij auvtou/ th.n evxousi,an e`ka,stw| to. e;rgon auvtou/ kai. tw/| qurwrw/| evnetei,lato i[na grhgorh/|Å
13:34 “It is like a man, away on a journey, who upon leaving his house and putting his slaves in charge, assigning to each one his task, also commanded the doorkeeper to stay on the alert. (comp adv w`j “along the same lines as; like” + N M S a;nqrwpoj “a man” + N M S adj avpo,dhmoj “away on a journey” + A A P N M S avfi,hmi “after leaving” + Ac F S w/d.a. h` oivki,a “the house” + G M 3s pro auvto,j “his” + c.c. &           A A P N M S kai. di,dwmi “and after giving” + D M P w/d.a. o` dou/loj “to the slaves” + G M 3s pro auvto,j “his” + Ac F S w/d.a. h` evxousi,a “the authority” + D M S subs adj e[kastoj “to/for each one” + Ac N S w/d.a. to. e;rgon “the work/task” + G M 3s pro auvto,j “his” + c.c. (adj) kai. “also” + A D I 3s evnte,llomai – entellomai (GT = evnetei,lato) “gave orders/commanded” + D M S w/d.a. o` qurwro,j – thurōros “to the doorkeeper” + sub con i[na “that” + P A S 3s grhgore,w – grēgoreō “he should stay alert/awake-and-watching”)

1) To finish the lesson on faithful obedience throughout one’s life, Mark records a final parable concerning steadfast loyalty in one’s assigned position in life.

2) The comparative adverb hōs sets up the story as a parable, since certain aspects of a literal man on a journey are not considered herein – e.g. the “man” never truly leaves His servants (Mt 28:20).

3) However, the following identifications can be made:

a) the man = the Lord Jesus Christ, in resurrection glory – Jn 16:28

b) away on a journey = the time Christ is gone from earth, i.e. the Church Age and DSW – Jn 14:3

c) leaving the house relates to the Ascension, after which the disciples would no longer have His personal presence to guide them – Jn 16:5-7, cp 13

d) putting his slaves in charge (not the best translation, better rendered “giving to his slaves the authority, to each his task/job”, or giving each servant the authority needed to successfully complete their assignments) relates to the spiritual gifts/ provisions each believer receives from God – 1Cor 12:7; Eph 4:11-12

e) also commanded the doorkeeper – the doorkeeper is a slave like the others, but with a specialized duty

(1) the adjunctive use of kai points to the fact that, just as the other slaves received their own specific authority related to their own list of tasks, the slave in charge of watching the door has his own unique responsibilities (thus requiring unique abilities)

(2) he was not to assist the other slaves in their duties, but to remain at his post and carry out his own task, which included encouraging the others in their own

(3) neither were the other slaves to take over his position

(4) he was to stand watch for the approach of any visitors, good or evil, and warn the others of that approach – cp Jn 10:2-3

(5) thus, he was also to advise his fellow servants of the master’s approach or con-tinued absence

f) so the doorkeeper is analogous to the communicator: the PT for the Church Age, and a prophet for the Age of Israel/DSW; he is given specific instructions and authority, but is, after all, a slave like any other – cp 2Tim 2:24-26

a) it is not his responsibility to ‘ride herd’ over the lives of his sheep, nor is he to take over in areas not germane to his function; he is to teach and allow them to apply in their own niches – Ac 6:2; 1Pet 5:1-4

b) he is not to allow others to coerce or replace his own function (pulpit commit-tees, Bible studies, ‘lay ministers’, etc) – cp 1Cor 14:27-28; 1Tim 2:12

c) he investigates the information of other communicators, relaying good inform-ation and refuting bad, and encouraging application toward legitimate outsiders – cp Rom 16:1-2; Tit 1:7-9

d) in so doing, he continues to teach of the importance of application, with an eye to the Bema Seat, and counsels sobriety with respect to ‘signs’ – 1Tim 4:11-16; 2Tim 4:1-5 (notice there is no mention of the appearance of signs in either list of instructions)
g) the instructions he is given – stay on the alert – concern the directives given to the disciples as future Apostles; if they fall into dissipation (Lk 21:34), what will be the outcome for their charge? – cp Gal 2:11-13

4) Just as the doorkeeper had been told that his journeying master would return, but was not given a specific time for it, the PT in the Latter Rains (Js 5:7) recognizes the impending approach, but must remain diligent in the other areas of his office.

5) Christianity today is replete with examples of doorkeepers who have violated these simple commands both to the left and the right: focusing on prophecy to the exclusion of the Royal Imperatives, or ignoring prophetic teaching in favor of ‘more important’ aspects of the CWL.

6) Also, those who hold to the false position of imminence claim the Lord could have returned at any time after His ascension, but Jesus specifically says it was a journey (apodēmas), meaning the master would remain gone for quite some time. 

7) In addition, those who teach that we cannot know which generation will experience the Rapture ignore the fact that diligence and watchfulness for the master’s return demand that the doorkeeper know approximately when the master will return, other-wise he must stand with the door open at all times.

The Lesson of the Parable

grhgorei/te ou=n\ ouvk oi;date ga.r po,te o` ku,rioj th/j oivki,aj e;rcetai( h' ovye. h' mesonu,ktion h' avlektorofwni,aj h' prwi<(
13:35 “Therefore, be on the alert-- for you do not know when the master of the house is coming, whether in the evening, at midnight, at cockcrowing, or in the morning -- (P A Ip 2p grhgore,w “remain/be alert” + infer con ou=n “therefore” + exp con ga.r “for; because” + neg ptcl w/ Pf A I 2p ouvk oi=da “you have not known; do not know” + temp adv po,te “when” + N M S w/d.a. o` ku,rioj “the lord/master” + G F S w/d.a. h` oivki,a “of the house” + P D I 3s e;rcomai “is arriving/coming” + disj con h' “whether” used in conjunction with following h; = “whether…or” + adv ovye. “late/evening”) + disj con w/ Ac N S h' mesonu,ktion – mesonuktion “or midnight” + disj con w/ G F S h' avlektorofwni,a “or of/at rooster crowing” + disj con w/ adv h' prwi< “or early/morning”)

mh. evlqw.n evxai,fnhj eu[rh| u`ma/j kaqeu,dontajÅ
13:36 lest he come suddenly and find you asleep. (neg ptcl mh. “so that not/lest” +        A A P N M S e;rcomai “after coming” + adv evxai,fnhj – exaiphnēs “unexpectedly/ suddenly” + A A S 3s eu`ri,skw “he should/might find/discover” + Ac 2p pro su, “you-all” + P A P Ac M P (temp) kaqeu,dw “while you are sleeping/asleep”)

o] de. u`mi/n le,gw pa/sin le,gw( grhgorei/teÅ
13:37 “And what I say to you I say to all, ‘Be on the alert!’” (weak adv de. “but/now” + Ac N S rel pro o[j “that which; what” + P A I 1s le,gw “I say” + D 2p pro su, (GT = u`mi/n) “to you” + P A I 1s le,gw “I say” + D M P adj pa/j “to all” + P A Ip 2p grhgore,w “be/remain alert”)
1) Rather than give the interpretation to the parable, Jesus moves directly to its application for the disciples and other adjusted believers.

2) Using the inferential conjunction oun for a logical conclusion, He points out that just as the master in the parable had given strict instructions to the slave put in charge of watching for his return, He has given strict instructions to them, and they must be alert if they are to keep them.

3) The word used for the commanded attitude is grēgoreō, which means to give dedicated attention to an area of one’s life. Col 4:2; 1Th 5:6

4) Therefore, the command is for them to remain vigilant and continuously observing themselves and their surroundings for opportunities to apply, as well as to avoid potentially dangerous situations.  cp Mk 14:38

5) The 2nd person of the verb makes it clear each of the Apostles are the equivalent of the doorkeeper, and in the interpretation they must not only keep watch on the door, but also keep the other servants informed with respect to the Master’s absence and return,  announce any visitors, and guard against intruders. cp Gal 1:8; 1Th 5:1-8

6) The obvious application is to the shepherd of the particular flock Christ has given him; he must not only fulfill his own Christian obligations, but must be ever vigilant to keep his congregation informed of their own, as well as eschatological information with regard to the times in which they live. 1Tim 4:6-10, 15

7) Christ also repeats, in as clear language as possible, that there will be no sign of His imminent return until He actually arrives; the use of oida again points that no one will be able to deduce from Scripture, or by any other method, on what date it will arrive.

8) A secondary consideration from the fact Christ uses the master as a reference to Himself is that it is the sovereign Will of God that determines who gets what gift/ ability, and He expects His disciples to use those gifts to His benefit.

9) In other words, a slave is the absolute property of their owner, and they are expected to carry out that owner’s wishes at any and all costs; there is no excuse for a believer to fail to observe his Master’s commands.  cp Col 3:22

10) The Jews divided the night into three watches (cp Jdg 7:19), the Romans used four; Mark is writing to Roman believers, so it makes sense he would follow their custom.

11) There is little reason to demand an exact modern equivalent, but it would roughly correspond to 6-9 and 9-12 p.m., then 12-3 and 3-6 a.m.; the point is that the slaves do not have any idea what time of night the master will return.

12) It is also of interest that the time of arrival is specified to occur during the night, since most travel was done during the day, but compare Rom 3:12.

13) The idea behind the Greek word exaiphnēs is not only suddenly, as in appearing very rapidly, but also unexpectedly, with no warning or advance notice, and at a time that one would not predict.  cp Lk 2:13; Ac 22:6

14) Thus, not only will there be no indication or warning that the 2nd Advent is about to occur, it will arrive at a time no one would have guessed – the time of absolute des-peration and the last possible moment if the elect are to survive.

15) The temporal participle of katheudō indicates that one of the ways a believer might be discovered (heuriskō) is asleep; it would be best not to be found spiritually slum-bering, but there are those who will be.

16) While none of us maintain constant vigilance, being found asleep speaks of extended periods of temporal death, or the Christian unrepentantly out of fellowship.

17) One of the most serious offenses for a Roman soldier was to be caught sleeping at their guard post: the punishments ranged from having one’s clothes set on fire to having the entire squad put to death.

18) For a slave, the owner could inflict any punishment he wanted, but it seems obvious that this would be a very serious offense, and the slave would not enjoy the outcome.

19) Paul uses this same analogy in 1Th 5:2-8, and exhorts his readers in much the same way – stay alert, sober, and focused on the task at hand; once again the fact that Paul learned the information taught by Jesus is illustrated.  cp Gal 1:11-12

20) The construction of the sentence puts extra emphasis on the listeners/readers in vs 37, it is literally “now what to you I say, to all I say”; thus Mark ends his record of the discourse with assurance that the instructions are valid for all time, and a reassurance of vs 23 – everything they need to know has been given them.

21) The Present Imperative of grēgoreō points to the consistent application of the command, meaning that steadfast loyalty, unwavering obedience, and continued faith are called for if one is to fulfill God’s commands for their lives; devotion only during times of personal distress (or prosperity) is not an acceptable attitude.

22) Mt 24:42-25:46 records includes further information, including:

a) one of the reasons for the secrecy of the timing of the 2nd Advent is to thwart Satan from taking steps to attempt preventing or interfering with it – vss 42-44

b) motivation for loyal obedience within the ranks of communicators – vss 45-47; cp Lk 12:35-38

c) the fate of an unbeliever masquerading as a PT – vss 48-51

(1) those who maintain salvation-by-works teach that this is a proof text for their position, but the use of kakos – “evil” indicates he has no +R 

(2) the fact he calls the Lord “my master” only speaks of the recognition of God’s sovereignty and rulership over all mankind

(3) beating his fellow slaves speaks of abuse of all kinds, on believers and unbe-lievers alike

(4) eating and drinking with drunkards speaks of the abandonment of Establish-ment principles, moving instead into unrepentant and wholesale STA activity

(5) being “cut in pieces” speaks of the Sin Unto Death, the punishment he receives before his actual death

(6) the “hypocrites” are those who claim to have earned salvation and a relation-ship with God, who are in actuality opposed to Him in every way

(7) the phrase “weeping and gnashing of teeth” is only used of unbelievers in their eternal state, although Lk 13:28 uses it of the realization these unbelievers will face at their sentencing – cp Mt 13:49-50

d) a parable regarding preparation for the return of the Bridegroom – 25:1-13

(1) it is not the 10 virgins who are getting married, but they are a part of the wedding ceremony

(2) this speaks of the relationship between Israel and the Church (the Bride) – cp Jn 3:28

e) a parable about using the gifts one has been given by the Lord in His service – vss 14-30

f) future historical information regarding the separation of believers from unbe-lievers, the attitude of unbelievers toward His disciples, and the eternal results of their decisions – vss 31-46

(1) although often taken as more ‘proof’ of salvation by works (vss 41-46), vss 32-33 specifically say He will separate them as “sheep and goats” before their judgment begins

(2) rather, the passage deals with the people of Gentile nations and their actions toward believing Jews, based on their relationship with the Lord

23) This entire section has been one of vast eschatological information, but the primary emphasis is seen to be the necessity of continued faithful obedience; the final command of Mark’s record neatly sums this up – alert observation and dedication are the key to the CWL, not signs of Christ’s return.

End Mark Chapter thirteen
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