The Gospel of Mark

Chapter Four
Parabolic Mysteries of the Kingdom
Mt 13:1-52 & Mk 4:1-34 & Lk 8:1-18

The Setting of the Parables

Kai. pa,lin h;rxato dida,skein para. th.n qa,lassan\ kai. suna,getai pro.j auvto.n o;cloj plei/stoj( w[ste auvto.n eivj ploi/on evmba,nta kaqh/sqai evn th/| qala,ssh|( kai. pa/j o` o;cloj pro.j th.n qa,lassan evpi. th/j gh/j h=sanÅ
4:1 And He began to teach again by the sea. (c.c. kai. “and” + A M I 3s a;rcw – archō (GT = h;rxato) “he began” + P A If dida,skw – didaskō “to teach” + adv pa,lin “again” + prep w/ Ac F S w/d.a. para. h` qa,lassa “alongside/by the sea”) And such a very great multitude gathered to Him that He got into a boat in the sea and sat down; (c.c. kai. “and” + N M S o;cloj “a crowd/mob” + super adj plei/stoj – pleistos “largest; very great” + P P I 3s suna,gw – sunagō “was gathered together” + prep w/ Ac M 3s pro pro.j auvto,j “to him” + infer con (res) w[ste – hōste “so that; with the result that” + Ac M 3s pro auvto,j “he himself” + A A P Ac M S evmbai,nw – embaino (GT = evmba,nta) “having stepped into” + prep w/ Ac N S eivj ploi/on – ploion “into a boat” + P D If ka,qhmai – kathēmai “sitting down” + prep w/ L F S w/d.a. evn h` qa,lassa “in/upon the sea”) and the whole multitude was by the sea on the land. (c.c. & N M S adj & n w/d.a. kai. pa/j  o` o;cloj “and the whole crowd” + I I 3p eivmi, (GT = h=san) “was” + prep w/ Ac F S w/d.a. pro.j h` qa,lassa “right before the sea” + prep w/ Ac F S w/d.a. evpi. h` gh/ “on the land”)

kai. evdi,dasken auvtou.j evn parabolai/j polla, kai. e;legen auvtoi/j evn th/| didach/| auvtou/(
4:2 And He was teaching them many things in parables, and was saying to them in His teaching, (c.c. & I A I 3s kai. dida,skw “and he was teaching” + Ac M 3p pro auvto,j “them” + Ac N P adj polu,j “many things” + prep w/ I F P evn parabolh, – parabolē “by means of parables” + c.c. & I A I 3s kai. le,gw “and he was saying” + D M 3p pro auvto,j “to them” + prep w/ L F S w/d.a. evn h` didach, “in the teaching” + G M 3s pro auvto,j “of him; his”)

1) After the teaching concerning His family, and His refusal to go outside in submission to their wishes, Christ did go out from the house to another environment.

2) From Matthew we learn this occurred later in the same day.  Mt 13:1

3) We may presume that He saw His family, perhaps to reassure them He was quite in control, perhaps to rebuke their unbelief.  cp Jn 2:4, 7:5-8

4) He then continued with His main objective of communicating the Word of God to those who would listen, actively or accidentally.

5) The crowd was becoming so unruly, so noisy and inconsiderate, that a change of surroundings had become a necessity, so He moved to an area of larger capacity.

6) Even so, the mob continued to mill about, so that He was forced to physically remove Himself from their reach.  cp 3:7-9

7) It is highly probable that anyone who had been by the sea at the first instance of His teaching from a boat would have remembered the incident, and the excitement would only have increased in hopes of seeing another miracle.  cp Lk 5:1

8) The superlative adjective pleistos is used here to indicate this crowd was larger than any encountered previously; the disobedience of the people, the attacks of the demons, the presence of the “experts” seeking to accuse, and the thrill seeking crowd was interfering with even normal life, much less teaching.

9) Mark 1:38 states the Lord’s purpose, He came to proclaim the Truth; that was His mission and everything He was doing was directed toward fulfilling that mission.

10) The crowd, however, still refused to accept the fact that His miracles were designed to corroborate (confirm, make more certain) His teaching; any teaching He attempted to give was drowned out in the clamor, so He took steps to prevent any more chaos.

11) The same word for a boat as was seen in 1:19-20 is used here (ploion), which tells us that at least two other disciples were also in the boat to row it several feet offshore.

12) From Mt 13:1 we also learn that originally Christ had gone to the seashore and sat down, doubtless exhausted physically; when the mob continued to accost Him, He used the only means available to escape their frenzied hysteria.

13) This did have the effect of stopping their harassment, but the crowd still sought to be as close as possible, moving up to the water’s edge (pros = “immediately in front”). 

14) Christ did not allow the adulation and approbation of the crowd to distract Him from His primary mission, He made the necessary adjustments and continued to teach, regardless of the reception or lack thereof.

15) Application: each believer has the responsibility to fulfill God’s Will for their lives:

a) the PT must solemnly proclaim the entire counsel of God:

(1) he cannot fail to teach any doctrine because it might not be accepted or appreciated – Tit 1:12-13

(2) he must not deviate from the routine established by Scripture – 1Tim 4:13

(3) regardless of acceptance or rejection, appreciation or disapproval, he must present the Truth to whomever is willing to listen – Mk 4:14-20

b) the individual sheep of the congregation must learn:

(1) to set aside disagreements with the manner of presentation – 1Cor 1:12-13

(2) to take in the BD and apply it, as it is taught from the pulpit – Phi 4:9 “The things you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, practice these things; and the God of peace shall be with you.”
(3) not to judge the ministry as unworthy because of perceived failures on the part of the communicator – Jn 6:60, 66

c) the congregation as a whole must accept, practice, and promote the teaching on a corporate level, lest chaos result – 1Cor 14:31-33

16) As seen before, teaching via parables had a two fold purpose: to deny opportunity for the negative to understand and attack the information, and to stir up the Positive volition of those who were interested in His message.

17) The section dealing with the parabolic teaching of Christ is the longest section of didactic information in Mark, with the exception of the Olivet Discourse in chap 13.

18) Comparing Mark with Matthew, we see that neither has the complete list of parables taught, hence the statement He was teaching them many things in parables.

19) In fact, Mk 4:35 indicates the lessons lasted all afternoon and into the evening, so there were probably parables taught that are not recorded here or in Matthew.

The Parable of the Sower

Mt 13:3-23 & Mk 4:3-20 & Lk 8:5-15

VAkou,eteÅ ivdou. evxh/lqen o` spei,rwn spei/raiÅ
4:3 “Listen to this! Behold, the sower went out to sow; (P A Ip 2p avkou,w – akouō “Hear!; Listen!” + inter ptcl ivdou. “behold” + P A P N M S w/d.a. (subs) o` spei,rw – speirō “the one who sows; the sower” + A A I 3s evxe,rcomai (GT = evxh/lqen) “went out” + A A If (purp) spei,rw “to sow seed”)

kai. evge,neto evn tw/| spei,rein o] me.n e;pesen para. th.n o`do,n( kai. h=lqen ta. peteina. kai. kate,fagen auvto,Å
4:4 and it came about that as he was sowing, some seed fell beside the road, and the birds came and ate it up. (c.c. & A D I 3s kai. gi,nomai – ginomai “and it became/came about” + prep (temp) w/ L N S d.a. & P A If evn to. spei,rw “in the sowing; while he sowed” + N N S dem pro o[j “that which” + correl ptcl  me.n “on the one hand; one category” + A A I 3s pi,ptw – piptō (GT = e;pesen) “fell” + prep w/ Ac F S w/d.a. para. h` o`do,j – hodos “alongside/by the road/path” + c.c. kai. “and” + N N P w/d.a. to.. peteino,j – peteinos “the birds” + A A I 3s e;rcomai “came” + c.c. & A A I 3s kai. katesqi,w – katesthiō (GT = kate,fagen) “and ate up/devoured” + Ac N 3s pro auvto,j “it”)

1) As Jesus begins the parabolic teaching, He places heavy emphasis on listening, paying attention, and concentration; He uses two commands to focus on His words before even beginning the lesson itself.

a) the command Hear! or Listen! is the Present Active Imperative of akouō, meaning to continue listening, to fulfill the command for oneself, and to do so because it is an order

b) the interjectory particle idou points to something upon which concentration must be centered, in contrast to anything else by which one might be distracted

c) the two words together demand self-discipline and attention

2) It takes no concentration to observe a miracle, although the meaning behind it would; to hear a parable, or any doctrinal lesson, requires intense, focused thinking.

3) In an agricultural society such as Galilee, spreading seed was a commonly observed phenomena, Christ was not using an example with which no one was familiar.

4) Application: there is no need to dress up BD in terms unfamiliar to the everyday person; certain terms may be coined to express an abstract concept, but vocabulary should not be so vague as to require a high I.Q. to understand it.  cp 1Cor 2:4-5

5) In the time of Christ, farmers in Palestine hand cast their seed into the field; farming equipment similar to a modern seeder/spreader was used in Assyria and Persia, but wheat and barley were spread by hand, and then plowed under ground.

6) The field was of a standard size, which meant there might be several kinds of soil in the same plot of land.

7) The sower did not vary his method of spreading the seed, and the seed was the same regardless of the area in which it was sown.

8) The farmer would cast seed over the entire area, letting it take root wherever it could; if the seed did not take root due to poor soil, the farmer could hardly be blamed.

9) Although fertilizer and soil treatments were available and used, for the purposes of this parable the soil is untreated and in its raw state.

10) The farmer could not affect the condition of the soil, he only introduced the seed to the soil and let the soil do as it would;  in fact, God is seen as the only One who could affect the condition of the soil, as it related to the production of a crop.  Dt 28:4

11) Casting seed by hand would invariably mean that some seed was dropped along the footpath through the field, which would have become hard-packed and not allow the seed to get under the surface.

12) In this example, the soil has “refused” to accept the seed, there was no germination possible since the soil did not “want” the seed.

13) Again it is emphasized that this is not the fault of the sower or the seed – the soil is viewed as responsible for its loss.

14) As the farmer continued on his path through the field, the opportunistic birds would follow behind to get a free meal, and quickly devour any seeds they could find.

15) Lk 8:5 points out that this seed would also be stepped upon in the process of walking, pointing to the fact that it was then considered spent and unrecoverable.

16) So this category of soil had seed that was left where it had fallen, until such time as it was removed by an outside source; the soil still had opportunity to accept it, but only for a limited amount of time.

Shallow Soil and Its Result

kai. a;llo e;pesen evpi. to. petrw/dej o[pou ouvk ei=cen gh/n pollh,n( kai. euvqu.j evxane,teilen dia. to. mh. e;cein ba,qoj gh/j\
4:5 “And other seed fell on the rocky ground where it did not have much soil; and immediately it sprang up because it had no depth of soil. (c.c. & N N S adj kai. a;lloj – allos “and other of the same kind” + A A I 3s pi,ptw – piptō (GT = e;pesen) “fell” + prep w/ Ac N S w/d.a. evpi. to. petrw,dhj – petrōdēs “upon the rock-like soil” + adv o[pou “where” + neg ptcl & I A I 3s ouvk e;cw “it did not have” + Ac F S adj & n polu,j gh/ (GT = pollh,n) “much earth/soil” + c.c. & adv kai. euvqu,j “and immediately” + A A I 3s evxanate,llw – exanatellō “it sprang/came up from” + prep (causal) w/ Ac N S d.a. & neg ptcl & P A If dia. to. mh. e;cw “because it did not have” + Ac N S ba,qoj “depth” + G F S gh/ “of earth/soil”)

kai. o[te avne,teilen o` h[lioj evkaumati,sqh kai. dia. to. mh. e;cein r`i,zan evxhra,nqhÅ
4:6 “And after the sun had risen, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it withered away. (c.c. & adv kai. o[te “and when” + N M S w/d.a. o` h[lioj – hēlios “the sun” + A A I 3s avnate,llw – anatellō (GT = avne,teilen) “had risen/come up” + A P I 3s kaumati,zw – kaumatidzō (GT = evkaumati,sqh) “it was scorched/heated” + c.c. kai. “and” + prep w/ Ac N S d.a. & neg ptcl & P A If dia. to. mh. e;cw “because it did not have” +   Ac F S r`i,za – hridza “a root” + A P I 3s xhrai,nw – zērainō “it was dried up; it was made to wither”)

1) Because the seeds were first cast and then plowed under, the farmer could not know that this area of the field was inadequate for the plants.

2) Doubtless after a year or two, the owner would remember this part of the field and not sow a great deal of seed in that area, but the aspect under consideration is that this soil does receive (and accept) a certain amount of seed.

3) The word allos means “another of the same kind” (as opposed to heteros, of a different kind), again emphasizing that the only variable in this parable is the soil – the seed and sower continue to be the same.

4) The English translation indicates soil that is littered with rocks and pebbles, but the Greek word petrōdēs is used of bedrock, indicating shallow soil with bedrock only a few inches under the surface.

5) The lack of depth would mean that, after germination, an insufficient root system would be produced, meaning all the plant’s growth would occur above ground.

6) This growth would be quite rapid and impressive, as the plant would spring up from the soil with great vigor.

7) As long as there was no pressure on the plant, no heat to evaporate what little water it had within its leaves, the plant would thrive – this is not practical, of course.

8) Perhaps it would survive a day or two of direct sunlight, but with no root system to provide adequate water or nutrients, the leaves would dry out and wither after they were subjected to heat.  cp Lk 8:6 “…because it had no moisture”
9) A word play is present between exanatellō and anatellō; just as surely as the plant would “come up from” the soil, the sun would “come up” during the day.

10) In fact, if the sun did not heat the plant, no future growth would be possible.

11) In this case, the soil has not provided for the plant’s continued growth, with the inevitable result being a withering, or excessive weakening, of the plant.

12) The Aorist Passive of zērainō also stresses that the plant did not fail of its own accord, an outside agent caused the new sprout to shrivel.

13) The plant has not died, it has only ceased to produce anything beneficial, including its own increase.

Weed Your Garden

kai. a;llo e;pesen eivj ta.j avka,nqaj( kai. avne,bhsan ai` a;kanqai kai. sune,pnixan auvto,( kai. karpo.n ouvk e;dwkenÅ
4:7 “And other seed fell among the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked it, and it yielded no crop. (c.c. & N N S adj kai. a;lloj “and other”  +  A A I 3s pi,ptw – piptō “fell” + prep w/ Ac F P w/d.a. eivj h` a;kanqa – akantha  “unto/ among the thorns” + c.c. & A A I 3p kai. avnabai,nw – anabainō “and came up” +  N F P w/d.a. h` a;kanqa “the thorns” + c.c. & A A I 3p kai. sumpni,gw – sumpnigō (GT = sune,pnixan) “and choked/crowded” + Ac N 3s pro auvto,j “it” + c.c. kai. “and” + neg ptcl & A A I 3s ouvk di,dwmi (GT = e;dwken) “it did not give/yield” + Ac M S karpo,j – karpos “fruit/a crop”)

1) Now the farmer unwittingly casts seed into an area with already-present seeds that will produce thorns and thistles.

2) It is not as if the thorn plants were already visible, the seeds had lain dormant during the winter and had been turned over with the preparation of the field.

3) Any competent farmer would naturally have removed these plants, but for the purposes of the parable the soil itself is seen as producing the weeds, rather than the sower being negligent in his work.  cp Pr 24:30-34

4) In addition, if the farmer had gone in to rip the unwanted plants out of the soil himself, damage would be done to the plant he desired to save.  cp Mt 13:24-30

5) As is commonly observed, the soil which supplies nutrients and water for the desired plants also allows plants that are not desirable to flourish.

6) The parable focuses on the types of soil, and therefore the soil itself must provide enough nourishment for the desired plant to overcome the stress of the weeds.

7) The word for thorns (akantha) is used as a synecdoche (a part that stands for the whole) for any kind of plant other than the one planted – thorns, thistles, wild herbs, etc. are in view (Celsius listed 16 varieties of thorned plants in Israel).

8) Another important consideration is that the plant may or may not be harmful of its own nature, but it robs the crop-producing plant of its necessary sustenance.

9) Thorned plants are often quite desirable in a specific circumstance (roses, hedges), but compared to the value of a food producing plant, they become a nuisance only.

10) A different word than vs 5 for came up is used here, indicating that the weeds “ascended” at the same rate as the plant itself.

11) The weeds also became more prolific than the plant, as seen in the use of sumpnigō, meaning to crowd or overwhelm to the point of choking. cp Lk 8:42 “…But as He went, the multitudes were pressing against Him.”
12) The plant did not die, as in the case of the shallow soil, but it did not come to maturity, since it suffered from a lack of nutrition.

13) So this plant was still in existence at the harvest, but had nothing to show, and no means to reproduce – it was alive but worthless.

Good Soil Produces a Bumper Crop

kai. a;lla e;pesen eivj th.n gh/n th.n kalh.n kai. evdi,dou karpo.n avnabai,nonta kai. auvxano,mena kai. e;feren e]n tria,konta kai. e]n e`xh,konta kai. e]n e`kato,nÅ
4:8 “And other seeds fell into the good soil and as they grew up and increased, they yielded a crop and produced thirty, sixty, and a hundredfold.” (c.c. & N N P adj kai. a;lloj – allos  “and other of the same kind” + A A I 3s pi,ptw “fell” + prep w/ Ac F S n & adj w/d.a. eivj h` gh/ h` kalo,j “unto/into the good soil” + c.c. kai. “and” + P A P N N P (circ) avnabai,nw “growing up” + c.c. kai. “and” + P P P N N P (circ) auvxa,nw – auxanō “being increased” + I A I 3s di,dwmi (GT = evdi,dou) “it was giving/yielding” + Ac M S karpo,j – karpos “fruit/a crop” + c.c. & I A I 3s kai. fe,rw (GT = e;feren) “and it was bearing/producing” + N N S card adj ei-j – heis (GT = e]n) “one” + Ac N P card adj tria,konta – triakonta “thirty” + c.c. & N N S card adj kai. ei-j “and one” + Ac N P card adj e`xh,konta – hexēkonta “sixty” + c.c. & N N S card adj kai. ei-j “and one” + Ac N P card adj e`kato,n – hekaton “a hundred”)

1) The final category of soil discussed is the only one designated good, using a Restrictive Attributive adjective to simultaneously designate the other categories as not ultimately valuable.

2) The seed is the same quality as in the first three instances, and the sower is still broadcasting the seed in the same way, only the soil has changed.

3) The first soil viewed did not even allow germination, the second did not support the needs of the plant, the third did not give enough nourishment to overcome the stress of competing demands; the fourth category is the only soil that gave the farmer what he wanted – production of a crop.

4) The reason the soil is good, then, is precisely because it is the opposite of the former categories: it accepted the seed and allowed germination, it allowed a deep root system to be established and support the plant, and nothing was present to take away from the nourishment needed.

5) This soil is inherently good (kalos), by its very nature it provides everything needed by the plant to flourish throughout its life cycle.

6) The circumstantial participles growing and increasing point out that production does not happen overnight, certain activities precede and accompany it.

7) The Active Participle of anabainō indicates the plant is continuing to grow based on what is inherent within its makeup; the Passive auxanō indicates that an outside agent makes it possible to increase. 

8) In return for the beneficial effort extended to it, the plant gives what was desired, the production of a valuable crop.

9) The Imperfect of didōmi also teaches that the harvest of this crop was not just a singular event, but took some time to fully accomplish.

10) The return of one seed to thirty, sixty, and a hundred times as many grains of wheat was a phenomenal amount;  the average return was 10-13x (modern wheat produces about 20-30x).

11) Here the parable departs from the reality observed in nature, and with good reason – Christ is drawing attention to the fact that this is not just a story about agriculture.  cp Jn 4:13-15

12) The least of the plants from this soil had produced 3x what was expected, the best of the plants had produced 10x as much; none of the three harvests was anything but miraculous.

13) The crop is also seen as having taken some time to come to maturity – one cannot expect an immediate result, especially if so great a yield is in view.

Anyone Interested Just Ask

kai. e;legen( }Oj e;cei w=ta avkou,ein avkoue,twÅ
4:9 And He was saying, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” (c.c. & I A I 3s kai. le,gw “and he was saying” + N M S rel pro o[j “the one/he who” + P A I 3s e;cw “has” + Ac N P ou=j – ous (GT = w=ta) “ears” + P A If avkou,w – akouō “to hear” + P A Ip 3s (juss) avkou,w “let him hear; he is to hear”)

Kai. o[te evge,neto kata. mo,naj( hvrw,twn auvto.n oi` peri. auvto.n su.n toi/j dw,deka ta.j parabola,jÅ
4:10 And as soon as He was alone, His followers, along with the twelve, began asking Him about the parables. (c.c. & adv kai. o[te “and when” + A D I 3s gi,nomai “he became” + prep w/ Ac F P kata. mo,noj “alone” (lit – “through only places”, i.e. no people around) + N M P d.a. o` “the ones/those” + prep w/ Ac M 3s pro peri. auvto,j “around him; his followers” + prep w/ L M P w/d.a. su.n o` dw,deka “along with the twelve” +        I A I 3p evrwta,w – erōtaō  “were asking/inquiring about” + Ac M 3s pro auvto,j “him” + Ac F P w/d.a. h` parabolh, “the parables”)

1) Christ completes the lesson with an invitation to discover the meaning behind the parable, either by figuring it out for oneself or asking.

2) Vs 12 interprets the phrase he who has ears to hear, based on the quotation from Isa 6:9-10, as being those few people who actually wanted the Truth.

a) the context of the Isaiah passage dealt with those people in Israel that had ignored God’s commands, to the point that inevitable judgment would soon fall

b) the hardness of their hearts had forced the Overruling Will of God to fall, and (in the same way as the Pharaoh of the Exodus) God continued to bring circumstances into their lives as a demand for repentance, knowing they would reject them

c) so to have ears to hear, one would necessarily want to hear, not just noise but the meaning behind the sound of His voice

3) This is the meaning behind our vocabulary Positive Volition: the deciding mechanism of our soul wants not just to casually experience God’s Word, but to find its true meaning and ally ourselves with it.

4) The lesson of vss 10-20 occurred at some later point, since the parables continue at vs 21, a chronological indicator is given in vs 35, and He is still in the boat at vs 36.

5) Mark’s purpose is not to present the events of the day in strict chronological order, but to supply his readers with the information they would need to correctly understand the following parables.  cp vs 13

6) The idiom kata monos means He was alone in the sense of being in a place with few other people, not strictly solitary.  cp Lk 9:18 “And it came about that while He was praying alone, the disciples were with Him…”
7) Again we see the distinction between those who followed Christ for His teaching and the twelve apostles; there were some people who displayed more than a casual interest in His ministry, although not many.  cp Jn 11:1-3

8) From all the masses of people who had been present to hear the teaching, and were therefore culpable to understand it, only this small number of followers paid any attention to the command to hear.

9) Since they did not have an understanding of the parables, or even the method to interpret them, it was normal for them to ask the One who had presented it.

10) Christ’s response gives commendation to their dedication to the Truth, as opposed to the majority who felt presence alone before the Teacher was sufficient.

One Gets What One Wants

kai. e;legen auvtoi/j( ~Umi/n to. musth,rion de,dotai th/j basilei,aj tou/ qeou/\ evkei,noij de. toi/j e;xw evn parabolai/j ta. pa,nta gi,netai(
4:11 And He was saying to them, “To you has been given the mystery of the kingdom of God; but those who are outside get everything in parables, (c.c. & I A I 3s kai. le,gw “and he was saying” + D M 3p pro auvto,j “to them” + D 2p pro su, (GT = ~Umi/n) “to you” + Pf P I 3s di,dwmi (GT = de,dotai) “it has been given and remains” +   N N S w/d.a. to. musth,rion – mustērion “the mystery/secret” + G F S w/d.a. h` basilei,a – basileia “of the kingdom” + G M S w/d.a. o` qeo,j “of the God” + weak adv de. “but” + D M P dem adj evkei/noj “to those” + D M P d.a. o` (GT = toi/j) “the ones” + adv e;xw “outside” + N N P adj w/d.a. to. pa/j “the all; everything” + P D I 3s gi,nomai (GT = gi,netai) “comes” + prep w/ L F P evn parabolh,  “in parables”)

i[na ble,pontej ble,pwsin kai. mh. i;dwsin( kai. avkou,ontej avkou,wsin kai. mh. suniw/sin( mh,pote evpistre,ywsin kai. avfeqh/| auvtoi/jÅ
4:12 in order that while seeing, they may see and not perceive; and while hearing, they may hear and not understand lest they return and be forgiven.” (sub con (purp) i[na “in order that” + P A P N M P ble,pw – blepō “seeing” + P A S 3p ble,pw “they may see” + c.c. kai. “and” + neg ptcl w/ A A S 3p mh. ei=don – eidon (GT = i;dwsin) “not perceive” + c.c. kai. “and” + P A P N M P avkou,w – akouō “hearing” + P A S 3p avkou,w “they may hear” + c.c. kai. “and” + neg ptcl w/ P A S mh. suni,hmi – suniēmi “not understand” (lit – “to be together”, i.e. have the thought combined with its meaning) + neg ptcl (purp) mh,pote – mēpote “that at no time; lest” + A A S 3p evpistre,fw – epistrephō “they might return/turn around” + c.c. & A P S 3s kai. avfi,hmi – aphiēmi “and it might be forgiven” + D M 3p pro auvto,j “for them”)

1) Christ begins to answer their question, but first makes a distinction between those who demonstrated real interest and those outside.

2) The distinction is a simple one – these followers had come to seek an explanation of the parable, those outside were disinterested.  cp Mt 13:10 & Lk 8:9

3) The Perfect tense of didōmi points out that as long as one stays “inside” the Plan of God, this will be an ongoing reality, the secrets of the KoG will continually be revealed. cp Jn 15:4-10

4) In fact, Mt 13:12 contains the added promise of additional information given, reaching an abundance, for those who continue to take in BD; the opposite is true for those who do not, even the spiritual knowledge they have will be removed.

5) The word mystery (mustērioun) does not refer to something that requires investi-gation, or is obscure and hidden, but a secret that is known only to those to whom it has been revealed.  cp 1Cor 2:6-10, 15:51 “Behold, I tell you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed”
6) Certain information regarding God and His plan is available to all mankind (Rom 1:18-20), but the deeper aspects are only revealed to those who seek it according to God’s Directive Will.  Heb 11:6 “And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.”
7) Christ quotes Isa 6:9-10, which in Matthew’s account He directly applies to His generation as a prophecy.

a) the section was not originally a prophecy, instead dealing with Isaiah’s generation

b) the people of Israel had become so negative that there was only one course left to God in His +R – His Overruling Will demanded judgment

c) because His +R/J demanded this judgment, to allow the people to recover would be to violate His Essence, therefore they must not be forgiven temporally

d) the ministry of Isaiah was to communicate the Truth to the people, even though they had determined they would reject it; they could not claim that they had not heard, only that they refused to understand it

e) the poetic language of vs 10 must be understood in light of volition – it is not as if the people would have returned, the Lord is merely recognizing the unavoidable result of continued negative volition – cp Mt 12:41-42

8) The passage in Isaiah does have a different emphasis, so Christ paraphrases the OT verse; while not replacing it, He alters its meaning to more specifically describe His own generation, and the reason He chose to teach in parables.

9) In the same way as the people of Isaiah’s time, the people of Christ’s generation had become so entrenched in unbelief that the inevitable result was punishment; to give them a clear understanding of BD would be to violate +R/J, so the parables were used to hide the Truth from those who would only reject it even if they understood it.

10) This is not to say Christ never taught plain, undisclosed Truth after this point (Mk 7:6-13), but His primary method of communication was designed to hide what we understand as obvious from those who didn’t want it anyway.

11) The word for seeing is blepō, which refers to noticing something in a casual way, to see it without any thought of its significance, or mental effort regarding what is seen.

12) This was the experience of the masses of people – they saw Christ, saw the miracles,  yet never made any mental conclusions based on what they had seen.

13) The evidence presented to them should have convinced even the most resistant of souls, but instead they did not even try to figure out what it meant.  cp Mt 11:2-6

14) This is the distinction between seeing and perceiving (eidon), to watch something happen without understanding its significance, or even wanting to.

15) The people heard the story of the parable, and would have understood its meaning in the agricultural setting, but did not see past the story to its spiritual significance; the disciples demonstrated their Positive Volition by pursuing a more thorough know-ledge.  cp Mt 13:16  “But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they hear.”
16) Mt 13:17 records another statement by Christ using both words, illustrating the distinction; the prophets of old wanted to understand what the disciples were allowed to see for themselves.  “For truly I say to you, that many prophets and righteous men desired to see (eidon) what you see (blepō), and did not see (eidon) it; and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it”
17) Similarly, to hear (akouō) something requires no mental energy, it is only the brain recording a sound, noise, or voice.

18) To understand (suniēmi) what that noise means requires effort, placing the sound in its proper context and concentrating on its meaning.

19) The minority of individuals who did perceive the meaning of Christ’s works, and understood the meaning of His words, did indeed return to the Lord; for the vast majority, however, only the moral necessity of DD awaited their continued rejection of Messiah.  

20) The scribal addition “their sins” of some MSS is the implied subject of what is forgiven, but is not found in the best of manuscripts; additionally, the person of the verb is a singular, but this noun is a plural.

21) What would be theoretically forgiven would be the mindset that refused to accept the obvious testimony of both sight and hearing, that this Man was the Christ.

Parabolic Interpretation Explained

Kai. le,gei auvtoi/j( Ouvk oi;date th.n parabolh.n tau,thn( kai. pw/j pa,saj ta.j parabola.j gnw,sesqeÈ
4:13 And He said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? And how will you understand all the parables? (c.c. & P A I 3s kai. le,gw “and he says/said” + D M 3p pro auvto,j “to them” + neg ptcl w/ Pf A I 2p ouvk oi=da “do you not know/understand?” + Ac F S w/d.a. & dem pro h` parabolh, ou-toj (GT = tau,thn) “the this parable” + c.c. kai. “and” + inter adv pw/j “how?” + F D I 2p ginw,skw – ginōskō (GT = gnw,sesqe) “will you know/come to understand” + Ac F P adj pa/j “all” + Ac F P w/d.a. h` parabolh, “the parables”)

1) Mark alone records this comment by Jesus, which sets up the following verses as not only the explanation of the Parable of the Sower, but the hermeneutical principles to be followed for all other parabolic interpretation.

2) Matthew sums up this comment with “Hear then the parable of the sower”, as a command not only to hear, but exercise the mental ability to understand it.  Mt 13:18

3) The question is also designed to motivate the disciples to begin to apply their own mental/spiritual abilities in the pursuit of doctrinal information; the time would come when they would have to be able to understand the information without Christ to explain it.  cp Mk 7:14-23

4) Of course, the HS would take the place of Christ’s personal presence, to explain the spiritual realities behind all Scripture, after Pentecost.  Jn 14:26

5) The two words translated understand have differing emphases:

a) oida refers to knowledge from past experience, or having the frame of reference necessary to understand the parable without needing explanation

b) ginōskō refers to the coming of new knowledge, or hearing the story and grasping its significance for the first time

6) The first word sets up a rhetorical question designed for emphasis – of course they did not know from previous experience, how could they be expected to?

7) Their ignorance, though understandable, must be corrected; this means they must first be made aware that they do not know how to interpret spiritual information.

8) The second word points to the fact that without a correction in this inadequacy, they would not be able to continue to learn spiritual information as Christ’s ministry of teaching continued (and they began their own).

9) Application:  one of the most important, and most dangerous, times in the CWL is when the believer is called upon to admit they do not know as much as their PT; the choice is then between correcting their faulty understanding (trusting God and His servant) or rejecting his teaching.  cp Lk 6:39-40

10) The information presented in the Parable of the Sower was basic information regarding the rejection or receipt of Truth; if this easiest of concepts could not be grasped, how would they understand the more complicated parables?  cp Mt 24:32-35

11) Therefore, Christ sets forth the parable in a step by step explanation, focusing on each relevant detail of the illustration and explaining the reality behind it.

12) Parables could not be understood without a key, but by giving examples of the parables’ meaning, the key would be provided.

The Interpretation of the Sower, Seed, and Soil

o` spei,rwn to.n lo,gon spei,reiÅ
4:14 “The sower sows the word. (P A P N M S w/d.a. o` spei,rw – speirō “the one who sows; the sower” + P A I 3s spei,rw “sows” + Ac M S w/d.a. o` lo,goj – logos “the word”)

ou-toi de, eivsin oi` para. th.n o`do,n\ o[pou spei,retai o` lo,goj kai. o[tan avkou,swsin( euvqu.j e;rcetai o` Satana/j kai. ai;rei to.n lo,gon to.n evsparme,non eivj auvtou,jÅ
4:15 “And these are the ones who are beside the road where the word is sown; (weak adv de, (intro) “now; and” + N M P dem pro ou-toj  “these” + P I 3p eivmi, “are” + N M P d.a. o` “the ones” + prep w/ Ac F S w/d.a. para. h` o`do,j – hodos “beside the road/path” + adv o[pou – hopou “where” + N M S w/d.a. o` lo,goj “the word” + P P I 3s spei,rw “is sown”) and when they hear, immediately Satan comes and takes away the word which has been sown in them. (c.c. & indef adv kai. o[tan “and whenever” + A A S 3p avkou,w “they might hear” + adv euvqu.j “immediately” + N M S w/d.a. o` Satana/j – Satanas “the Satan” + P D I 3s e;rcomai “comes” + c.c. & P A I 3s kai. ai;rw – airō “takes up/away” + Ac M S w/d.a. o` lo,goj “the word” + Ac M S d.a. o` “the one; which” + Pf P P Ac M S spei,rw (GT = evsparme,non) “having been sown and still there” + prep w/ Ac M 3p pro eivj auvto,j “unto/in them”)

1) The identification of the sower is given as any communicator of the Truth; as the ultimate Teacher, Jesus Himself is the Sower, but anyone who presents Dvpt to others is classified as the sower.

2) Ph1 gospel information is specifically in view in the first instance, since that is the only Dvpt an unbeliever can accept, but unbelievers also reject any and all Dvpt presented to them.  1Cor 1:18 “For the word of the cross is to those who are perishing foolishness, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.”
3) In Lk 8:11, the sower is not mentioned – his emphasis is on the seed, but the meaning is obviously the same. “Now the parable is this: the seed is the word of God.”
4) Peter uses this analogy in 1Pet 1:23.  “for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and abiding word of God.”
5) Because the sower and the seed are identified only in this verse, they must remain the same in each of the four examples that follow – the different categories of soil represent those who hear the gospel, Ph1 and Ph2.

6) Regardless of the person or method of communication, the Word must be the focus, and the response depends only on the hearer.

7) The soils upon which the seed is cast symbolize human souls, the different categories of people whose volition will place them into one of four groups – the plural of houtos demands a plural equivalent, so the categories of volition are not in view.  cp Js 5:7

8) The path represents the course of the communicator’s life, where God has him communicate, and wherever that path may take him. cp Eph 2:10 “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.”
9) The seed was first cast onto the field, then the ground was plowed to cover the seed – this is analogous to the presentation of the gospel, after which the Holy Spirit “plants” the Truth into the souls of those who will accept it.  cp Ac 7:51; 1Th 1:5

10) The first category of soil was hard packed and unwilling to receive the seed; it was neither the fault of the sower or the seed, the soil itself determined not to allow the seed to have its desired effect.

11) The parable does not indicate that the majority of people will accept the gospel, here the similarity breaks down; the farmer would not knowingly waste most of his seed on ground that would not produce anything.

12) The point, however, is that this soil had opportunity to accept the seed and refused it; in the same way, people who hear the gospel and reject the message have had as much opportunity as anyone else, but failed to take in the message.

13) Notice that the birds of the air, here identified as Satan (and those under his lead) can only take this category of seed – had the ground received the seed, it would not have been able to be removed.

14) Because of negative volition at God-consciousness, the individual refuses to accept the message; Satan will then remove that message from their thinking.  cp Lk 8:12

15) Thus one judgment for their rejection of the true gospel is its replacement with a faulty gospel; there are no second chances with the Truth.  cp Heb 9:27 

16) Mt 13:19 reports that those who hear the word, and do not understand it, are the victims of this thievery; there is no contradiction, they do not understand it because they do not want to.

17) The adverb immediately does not refer to an instantaneous arrival at the point of gospel hearing, but Satan wastes no time convincing the hearer to reject the Truth for some erroneous system of salvation (if any is even needed).

18) Just as a bird will waste no time in stealing the seed from behind the sower, so Satan and his minions come in as soon as they are allowed.

19) An example from recent context would be the blasphemous accusation that Christ was not the Son of God, but merely cast out demons by the power of Beelzebul, an explanation that was accepted by some who did not believe the Truth.  Mk 3:22

20) This category sums up all who refuse to accept the Truth – whatever their specific circumstances, they have rejected the Word, which has then been taken away (to be replaced with a sorry substitute).

Enthusiasm and Show

kai. ou-toi, eivsin oi` evpi. ta. petrw,dh speiro,menoi( oi] o[tan avkou,swsin to.n lo,gon euvqu.j meta. cara/j lamba,nousin auvto,n(
4:16 “And in a similar way these are the ones on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it with joy; (c.c. kai. “and” + N M P dem pro ou-toj “these” + P I 3p eivmi, “are” + N M P d.a. o` “the ones” +  P P P N M P spei,rw “being sown” + prep w/ Ac N P w/d.a. evpi. to. petrw,dhj “upon the 
 rocky places” + N M P rel pro o[j “who” + indef adv o[tan “whenever” + A A S 3p avkou,w “they might hear” + Ac M S w/d.a. o` lo,goj “the word” + adv euvqu.j “immediately” + P A I 3p lamba,nw – lambanō “they receive” + Ac M 3s pro auvto,j “it” + prep w/ G F S meta. cara, – chara “with joy”)

kai. ouvk e;cousin r`i,zan evn e`autoi/j avlla. pro,skairoi, eivsin( ei=ta genome,nhj qli,yewj h' diwgmou/ dia. to.n lo,gon euvqu.j skandali,zontaiÅ
4:17 and they have no firm root in themselves, but are only temporary; (c.c. (adv) kai. “and yet” + neg ptcl w/ P A I 3p ouvk e;cw “they do not have” + Ac F S r`i,za – hridza “a root” + prep w/ L M 3p pro evn e`autou/ “in themselves” + str adv avlla. “but; rather” +      P I 3p eivmi, “are” + N M P adj pro,skairoj – proskairos “temporary” (comp – “for a season”, i.e. not lasting)) then, when affliction or persecution arises because of the word, immediately they fall away. (adv ei=ta “afterward/when” + G F S qli/yij – thlipsis “affliction” + disj con h' “or” + G M S diwgmo,j – diōgmos “persecution” +         A D P G F S gi,nomai (GT = genome,nhj) “having come/become” + prep w/ Ac M S w/d.a. dia. o` lo,goj “because/on account of the word” + adv euvqu.j “immediately” + P P I 3p skandali,zw – skandalidzō “they are caused offense; they are made to stumble” 

1) The remaining classes of soil portray believers, to whatever level they demonstrate Positive Volition, and illustrate the reasons different types of believers fail the CWL.

2) The soil has accepted the seed, so the soul has accepted the word; germination has occurred, which speaks of a new life (1Pet 1:23), so the translation in a similar way is somewhat misleading.

3) Since we are still following the same hermeneutical rules, it could be said to be a similar situation, but an important difference must be noted – in the former case no new life was developed.

4) The bedrock probably represents the hardness of heart, or refusal to change one’s way of thinking, most new believers cling to; however, since the word petrōdēs is only used 4x, and only in this parable, a dogmatic identification cannot be reached.  cp    Mt 13:5, 20

5) It is a common experience in the life of the new believer to be enthusiastic and show rapid growth, as the implications of salvation from eternal death are understood.

6) Indeed, Isa 40:31 indicates this enthusiasm is to be expected – “Yet those who wait for the LORD Will gain new strength; They will mount up with wings like eagles, They will run and not get tired, They will walk and not become weary.”
7) So the initial reaction is as one would hope, the new believer is excited at the prospect of his new life and eternal destiny as a child of God.

8) Unfortunately, almost as common is the experience of the new believer who fails to consider that excitement and enthusiasm cannot be maintained without the nourish-ment needed by the inner man.  cp 2Cor 4:16 “Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day.”
9) There is no depth of doctrine in their souls, their understanding is superficial; they have talk and enthusiasm but the content of their souls consists of platitudes (an empty remark made as if it were important), marquee messages, and bumper stickers.

10) As the shallow soil had not been prepared to provide what was necessary, this category of believer makes no preparation for what the CWL entails.

11) This category of believer is doomed to be only temporary in their Christian advance, not because of the initial fervor, but because no further provision is made.

12) The lack of a firm root renders the believer incapable of resisting the attacks of the AC, the heat of affliction and persecution, and leads to total collapse of the CWL.  cp Mt 24:9-12 (“fall  away” = skandalidzō)
13) This fact refutes the position of the Calvinists, that the “true” Christian will commit their life to Christ and never turn their back on Him.

14) Lk 8:13 records the identification of the heat of the sun as the “time of temptation”, whether temptation to sin, or temptation to avoid suffering.

15) As sunlight strengthens the healthy plant but withers the sickly one, so suffering in the AC establishes real faith, but destroys superficial faith.  cp 2Th 1:5 

16) This believer will stand at the BEMA withered and useless.  cp 1Jn 2:28

17) Col 2:6-7 borrows from this analogy, using the cognate verb hridzoō, for “caused to take root”, describing the believer who has fulfilled this need for continued intake.

18) Principle: Ph1 information cannot be the only BD the believer receives, after birth the child must continue to receive nourishment of a different kind.

19) The word skandalidzō, translated fall away, actually refers to the reason for the new believer’s failure – they stumble over what is unpleasant in their lives, due to a lack of true Biblical understanding. cp 1Cor 8:13  “Therefore, if food causes my brother to stumble, I will never eat meat again, that I might not cause my brother to stumble.”
20) The KJV translation “they are offended” is closer to the meaning, but their offense causes them to stop taking in any more Truth/nourishment, so their CWL becomes as unrecognizable as a withered wheat stalk at harvest time.

21) The fact of the plant’s demise does not speak of the loss of salvation; nowhere in the parable is the plant spoken of as dying, only withering, becoming unproductive due to insufficient strength.

Growth Among Distractions?

kai. a;lloi eivsi.n oi` eivj ta.j avka,nqaj speiro,menoi\ ou-toi, eivsin oi` to.n lo,gon avkou,santej(
4:18 And others are the ones on whom seed was sown among the thorns; (c.c. kai. “and” + N M P adj a;lloj “others of the same kind” + P I 3p eivmi, “are” + N M P d.a. o` “the ones” + P P P N M P spei,rw “being sown” + prep w/ Ac F P w/d.a. eivj h` a;kanqa “unto/among the thorns”) these are the ones who have heard the word, (N M P dem pro & P I 3p eivmi,  ou-toj “these are” + N M P d.a. o` “the ones” + A A P N M P avkou,w “having heard” + Ac M S w/d.a. o` lo,goj “the word”)

kai. ai` me,rimnai tou/ aivw/noj kai. h` avpa,th tou/ plou,tou kai. ai` peri. ta. loipa. evpiqumi,ai eivsporeuo,menai sumpni,gousin to.n lo,gon kai. a;karpoj gi,netaiÅ
4:19 and the worries of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. (c.c. kai. “and” + N F P w/d.a.  h` me,rimna – merimna “cares/concerns” + G M S w/d.a. o` aivw,n – aiōn “of the age/world” + c.c. & N F S w/d.a. kai. h` avpa,th – apatē “and the deceitfulness” +       G M S w/d.a. o` plou/toj – ploutos “of the riches/prosperity” + c.c. kai. + N F P w/d.a.   h` evpiqumi,a – epithumia “the desires” + prep w/ Ac N P w/d.a. peri. to. loipo,j – loipos “concerning the rest; for other things” + P D P N F P eivsporeu,omai – eisporeuomai “enter in” + P A I 3p sumpni,gw – sumpnigō “choking/oppressing/smothering” + Ac M S w/d.a. o` lo,goj “the word” + c.c. kai. “and” + P D I 3s gi,nomai “it becomes” + N M S adj a;karpoj – akarpos “unfruitful”)

1) The next category of believer has survived some conflict in their CWL, and has established a root system consisting of Bible Doctrine in the soul.

2) The same seed has fallen on ground that already contains seeds other than those planted by the sower; this compares to the Truth of Dvpt that has taken its place in the souls of those who have competing distractions. 

3) Again we notice that the plants yielding thorns might be beneficial in another environ-ment, but here they take the nourishment away from the desired plant; outside interests have their place, but not in comparison to the invaluable profit of the WoG.

4) These thorns were not immediately visible when the seed took root, but as the plant itself grows, the weeds become more active and grow at the same rate, even sur-passing the plant.

5) When this believer first realizes his new destiny, the service of the Lord surpasses all worldly concerns; as time passes, their attention is diverted by the necessary requirements of living in the world.

6) The translation worries (merimna) is interpretative – compared to the intake and application of BD they are worries, but the primary meaning of the word is simply “concerns”.  cp 2Cor 11:28  “Apart from such external things, there is the daily pressure upon me of concern for all the churches.”
7) The irony is that most of these concerns have their proper place in the CWL, it is only when these issues take precedence over the Word that they become a problem.

8) This is the attitude known as materialism, defined by Webster as “the tendency to give undue attention to material interests, devotion to satisfying the material nature and desires”.

9) To see the magnitude of the problem we need only consider the sheer bulk of teaching devoted to it in the NT; well over a third of Jesus’ sayings have are concerned with the love of money, in one way or another.  cp Mk 10:21-25

10) So much time and effort has been absorbed in the worldly interests that only the dregs of the believer’s time, effort, and energy are left for devotion to spiritual matters; the materialistic person pursues material ends at the expense of spiritual priorities.

11) At that point, the believer has made the choice to devote themselves to whatever seems to be attainable and desirable in the cosmos, and neglects the sustenance of the Word of God.

12) Once these concerns are allowed to outgrow the Dvpt, the natural tendency to want more, bigger, and better blessings replaces the understanding of God as the believer’s primary source of happiness.

13) This is also the meaning of the deceitfulness of riches – while the promise for happiness is held out as an achievable goal, in reality it only leads to more misery as the believer is led into increasing desperation to achieve wealth.

14) What this believer often assumes are blessings may become a test to determine where their loyalty lies.  

15) This does not teach a theology of poverty, there is no inherent value in being poor; neither is material wealth a sign of God’s approval. cp Job 34:19 “Who shows no partiality to princes, Nor regards the rich above the poor, For they all are the work of His hands?”
16) Being a Positive believer does not necessarily involve renouncing worldly goods and taking a vow of poverty, although it may be God’s Will for us to make great sacrifices sometimes.  cp 2Cor 8:1-3

17) In addition, the WoG teaches that prosperity results from an honorable work ethic and skill in one’s field.  Pr 10:4, 22:29

18) This same word (apatē) is used in Col 2:8 of false doctrine, equating the quest for material prosperity at the expense of BD with idolatry.  cp Lk 16:13 “No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one, and love the other, or else he will hold to one, and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”
19) This is not to say that daily concerns and the pursuit of financial prosperity are the only distractions the advancing Christian will face; the term desires for the rest (loipos) takes in any and all other sources of competing attention.

20) Christ is not teaching the need for asceticism here, the main factor in this last distrac-tion is the lust/desire, not the object itself.

21) Missing Bible Class, or ignoring the teaching that rebukes one’s faulty attitude, becomes the norm in this believer’s life, as the pursuit of details takes priority over intake and application.  cp Mt 6:33

22) Materialism becomes an addiction, like any other, promising relief from pain and increasing one’s feelings of self-esteem; like any other addiction, the fix never lasts.

23) Unlike all other addictions upon which our society frowns (drugs, alcohol, cigarettes), materialism is actually applauded and exalted by the cosmos.

24) Materialism is not a problem limited to the wealthy, either, anymore than drug addiction is a problem only for those who have an ample supply of their drug.

25) In other words, physical, financial, or material prosperity is not the cause of this plant’s failure to produce, it is the pursuit of these things at the expense of Doctrine.

26) Luke records another source of distraction, the “pleasures (hēdonē) of this life”, instead of desires for other things; both have the same idea, the things of the world become more important than the things above.  cp Col 3:1-2

27) Just as the soil provides for the nutrition of the undesirable plants at the expense of the productive new life, this believer’s CWL begins to suffer from the undue attention given to those temporal things that have no eternal benefit.  cp Mt 6:19-20

28) Other things to be included in this last category would include:

a) family – Mt 10:37

b) an escape from testing/suffering – Mt 10:38

c) eating and drinking (entertainment) – Rom 14:15-17

d) the husband’s wife – 1Cor 7:29

e) the wife’s husband – 1Cor 7:34

f) self – 2Tim 3:2-5

g) cosmic success – 2Tim 4:10

h) friends/relationships – Js 4:4

i) business – Js 4:13-17

29) Interestingly, the word ginomai is used of the plant/believer, since they were fruitful at one point, but then changed into something they had not been.

30) Another aspect learned from Luke’s account is that the believer had produced some SG3, but after having been smothered by the weeds, that fruit did not reach its full potential (the crown).  Lk 8:14 “they are choked … and bring no fruit to maturity (telesfore,w – telesphoreo “to bear/carry to completion”)”
31) The end result is that the plant, which had survived the heat of the sun, and had been showing sufficient growth, now becomes less than adequate; it does not die, but stands alone at the harvest without any produce to show for its “success”.

32) It is for this reason the WoG teaches us to pray for a balance between wealth and poverty, having neither too much or too little.  Pr 30:7-9

33) The believer in this category stands at the BEMA with little SG3, and no crown, to show for all their efforts; they were humanly successful in time, but will be a miserable failure for all eternity.  1Cor 3:15 “If any man's work is burned up, he shall suffer loss; but he himself shall be saved, yet so as through fire.”
34) An example of this category of believer is described in Rev 3:17. “Because you say, ‘I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing,’ and you do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked”
Fulfilling the Will of the Farmer

kai. evkei/noi, eivsin oi` evpi. th.n gh/n th.n kalh.n spare,ntej( oi[tinej avkou,ousin to.n lo,gon kai. parade,contai kai. karpoforou/sin e]n tria,konta kai. e]n e`xh,konta kai. e]n e`kato,nÅ
4:20 “And those are the ones on whom seed was sown on the good soil; (c.c. kai. “and” + N M P rem dem adj evkei/noj “those” + P I 3p eivmi, “are” + N M P d.a. o` “the ones” + A A P N M P spei,rw (GT = spare,ntej) “having been sown” + prep w/ Ac F S w/d.a. evpi. h` gh/ “upon the soil” + Ac F S adj w/d.a. h` kalo,j – kalos “the good kind”) and they hear the word and accept it, and bear fruit, thirty, sixty, and a hundredfold.” (N M P indef rel pro o[stij – hostis “whoever; all who” + P A I 3p avkou,w “hear” + Ac M S w/d.a. o` lo,goj “the word” + c.c. kai. “and” + P D I 3p parade,comai – paradechomai “accept; welcome alongside” (i.e. acknowledge as correct; cp Ac 22:18; 1Tim 5:19) + c.c. & P A I 3p kai. karpofore,w – karpophoreō “and bear fruit” + N N S card adj ei-j “one” + Ac N P card adj tria,konta “thirty” + c.c. & N N S card adj kai. ei-j “and one” + Ac N P card adj e`xh,konta “sixty” + c.c. & N N S card adj kai. ei-j “and one” + Ac N P card adj e`kato,n “a hundred”)

1) Christ now switches from houtos – “these” to ekeinos – “those”, to signify that this category of believer is different from all the others.

2) All the last three categories had germinated and produced a plant/new life, and so were believers, but the previous souls in view did not bring any crop to completion.

3) Again, the seed = Bible Doctrine, so these people received the Word of God in the manner it was intended – it delivered them from loss at the BEMA.  cp Js 1:21 “Therefore putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls.”
4) While the other soils/souls did take their new life and demonstrate it to some level, this soil is the only one designated good, and again the Restrictive Attributive adjective simultaneously describes the other soils as unworthy.  cp Heb 6:7-8

5) The word for good (kalos) refers to that which is good by its very nature, not something determined to be good for a specific purpose, or even made good after refinement; God does not seek those who are “worthy” of His notice, but those who seek His will in spite of their weaknesses.  cp  Mk 2:17; 1Cor 1:26-29

6) Mt 13:23 also qualifies this person as one who “hears the word and understands it”, meaning that simple attendance in a ministry is not sufficient, the believer must GAP the information in order for it to be productive.  

7) Lk 8:15 calls this person one with “an honest and good (agathos) heart”, meaning the person who humbles themselves before God, and has a heart redeemed from evil.

8) The indefinite demonstrative pronoun hostis also points out that this soil may be found anywhere in any person; all who hear and accept His Word become the valuable soul God seeks, anyone else is not valuable in the final evaluation.

9) To hear the word and accept it means not only intellectual understanding, but also the welcoming alongside of any and all doctrinal principles presented; every part of the seed is accepted by the soil, everything taught is recognized as the Truth.

10) The application of any specific doctrine is considered bearing fruit, and the spiritual “return on investment” is phenomenal; the Positive believer who stays the course until the end of their Ph2 will, ipso facto, produce unimaginable wealth. 

11) For a variety of reasons, some believers will produce more Divine Good than others, but what matters most is standing complete at the Judgment Seat.  cp Mt 20:1-16

12) The thirty fold believer has an extraordinary amount of reward, although it would be foolish to consider the minimum recorded return as equal to the maximum.

13) Since the parable considers the amount of time for the three crops to be returned as equal, this is not analogous to the believer who has only a short time in Ph2; this person had the same opportunities to produce as did those in their periphery.

14) Their failure to produce the same amount relates to reluctance to apply certain doctrines, even though in the overall evaluation they did remain Positive.

15) The sixty fold believer has made more applications than some around them, but could have produced more; again, whether reluctance to apply or failure to accept some of the provision, there was a tremendous crop (which could have been even greater).

16) The attitudes of pride, self-sufficiency, or laziness usually develop in the believer entering adolescence, but must be overcome for further progress to occur; it is difficult to be objective about self, but essential for the Positive believer.  1Cor 3:18 “Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you thinks that he is wise in this age, let him become foolish that he may become wise.”
17) The hundred fold believer is obviously the most valuable of those producing what the Farmer wants, although even this return is dependent only on God’s provision.  cp Gen 26:12 “Now Isaac sowed in that land, and reaped in the same year a hundredfold. And the LORD blessed him”
18) With this in mind, the advancing believer should seek to accomplish as much DGP as possible.  Jn 15:8 “By this is My Father glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples.”
19) Luke does not mention the amounts produced, only that the fruit of the crop was produced with “perseverance”, i.e. the plant never stopped producing.  Lk 8:15

20) What tops off these applications is the believer completing his course – standing as a complete believer at the BEMA.  cp 1Th 5:23; Heb 6:10-11

21) Indeed, to stand without one’s crown removes the believer’s confidence of standing before the Lord; without the final reward, all others fade in comparison.  cp 1Jn 2:28 

22) It is this final achievement that proves true devotion to God.  Js 1:12 “Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.”
23) So the relationship of the successful soil and the successful believer is that both provided the necessary sustenance to survive testing, they overcame distractions from their purpose, and they finished the “growing season” with the desired outcome.

More Parables of the Kingdom

Mt 13:24-52 & Mk 4:21-34 & Lk 8:16-18

Kai. e;legen auvtoi/j( Mh,ti e;rcetai o` lu,cnoj i[na u`po. to.n mo,dion teqh/| h' u`po. th.n kli,nhnÈ ouvc i[na evpi. th.n lucni,an teqh/|È
4:21 And He was saying to them, “A lamp is not brought to be put under a peck-measure, is it, or under a bed? Is it not brought to be put on the lampstand? (c.c. &  I A I 3s kai. le,gw “and he was saying” + D M 3p auvto,j “to them” + inter neg ptcl mh,ti “not… is it?” + N M S w/d.a. o` lu,cnoj – luchnos “the lamp” + P P/D I 3s e;rcomai “is brought” + sub con (purp)   i[na “in order that” + A P S 3s ti,qhmi – tithēmi (GT = teqh/|) “it might be placed/put” + prep w/ Ac M S w/d.a. u`po. o` mo,dioj – modios “under the peck-measure” (about 2 gallons) + disj con h' “or” + prep w/ Ac F S w/d.a. u`po. h` kli,nh – klinē “under the bed” + neg ptcl ouvc “is it not” + sub con (purp) i[na “in order that” +     A P S 3s ti,qhmi “it might placed/put” + prep w/ Ac F S w/d.a. evpi. h` lucni,a – luchnia “upon the lampstand”)

ouv ga,r evstin krupto.n eva.n mh. i[na fanerwqh/|( ouvde. evge,neto avpo,krufon avllV i[na e;lqh| eivj fanero,nÅ
4:22 “For nothing is hidden, except to be revealed; nor has anything been secret, but that it should come to light. (exp con ga,r “for; because” + neg ptcl & P I 3s ouv eivmi, “it is not; no thing is” + N N S adj krupto,j – kruptos “hidden/concealed” + cond ptcl & neg ptcl eva.n mh. “except; unless” + sub con i[na “in order that” + A P S 3s fanero,w – phaneroō “it might be revealed/made manifest” + neg ptcl ouvde. “nor; neither” + A D I 3s gi,nomai “does it become” + N N S adj avpo,krufoj – apokruphos “kept secret” (lit – “hidden from”, i.e. not allowed to be revealed) + str adv avlla, “but; rather” + sub con (purp) i[na “in order that” + A A S 3s e;rcomai (GT = e;lqh|)  “it might/should come” + prep w/ Ac N S eivj fanero,j – phaneros “unto/to light; visible/clearly seen”)

ei; tij e;cei w=ta avkou,ein avkoue,twÅ
4:23 “If any man has ears to hear, let him hear.” (cond ptcl (1st) eiv “if; since” + N M S indef pro ti.j “anyone/any man” + P A I 3s e;cw “has” + Ac N P ou=j (GT = w=ta)  “ears” + P A If avkou,w “to hear” + P A Ip 3s avkou,w “let him/he is to hear”)

1) This parable was a part of the series taught to the crowd in vss 1-9, before the parenthetical explanation of the Parable of the Sower.

2) Hebrew and Greek narrative often switched from one chronological point to another, and back, as a way of summarizing and explaining a particular event. cp Gen 1:27, 2:7

3) After teaching about the different categories of souls and their rejection or reception of the Word of God, Christ moves to explain that the mysteries of the Kingdom were kept a secret just so they could be revealed.

4) The WoG is compared to a light in Ps 119:105, the previous and following contexts focus on the Word, so there is no reason to force this parable to refer to anything else than the same Word.  “Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path.”
5) Just as it would be foolish to light a lamp, and then hide it under something that would prevent it from giving its light to the room, it would make no sense to include a mystery in the WoG without the intention of revealing it.  cp 1Pet 1:10-12

6) This is also the meaning of Luke’s comment that the purpose for lighting a lamp was so that men could see its light; God has revealed His Word so that those who desire it can understand what is communicated to mankind.  Lk 8:16 

7) This also counters the liberal hermeneutic that there are some things in the WoG that are not meant to be understood.  cp Amo 3:7 “Surely the Lord God does nothing Unless He reveals His secret counsel To His servants the prophets.”
8) A lamp placed under a 2 gallon container (peck-measure) would not only serve no purpose, it would use up all the oxygen in the container and burn out; this is analogous to a doctrinal principle that cannot be understood – not only would it be of no use, it could never be applied in the soul of the Positive believer!

9) Just as he is the one who sows the seed, here the communicator is the one who lights the lamp, or brings forth the understanding of the Word.

10) Being placed under a bed refers to a partial “illumination” of the WoG; it would have a limited effect (lighting the floor), but not the effect that was normal.

11) The intended purpose, placed on a lampstand, compares to God’s Will in revealing His Word – the complete understanding, assimilation, and application of the totality of His Plan for our lives.  cp Lk 10:22

12) Vs 22 gives the interpretation of the parable, but still in obscure terms that must be related to His explanation of the other parables.

13) In other words, effort must still be expended to place the spiritual lesson in its proper context; the WoG will not be understood unless one follows the rules.

14) The things hidden (kruptos) are those doctrines not revealed to OT saints, which, with the coming of the Church Age, were made fully manifest.  Dan 12:4; Mt 13:17

15) In fact, the second clause of the verse specifies that these doctrines were kept hidden just so they could be made manifest to believers at a later time – apokruphos speaks of something kept a secret or not allowed to be revealed.

16) The word phaneros also verifies this was God’s intention, since it has the nuance of “well-known”, or apparent to all.  cp Mk 3:12; Ac 4:16

17) The same word is used in Lk 8:17:

a) the statement that “nothing is hidden that shall not become evident”, means there is no doctrinal principle that will not be explained to those of the Church Age who desire to learn it

b) his second comment “nor anything secret that will not be known and come to light” uses a double negative for a strong denial – nothing that has been hidden will remain completely unknown, but will definitely be revealed

18) So one of the purposes for the mystery doctrines first taught in the OT but not revealed until the CA is the on-going revelation of “the mind of Christ” (1Cor 2:16), the full explanation of Dvpt culminating in a complete understanding of God. 

19) This passage is often taken to indicate the exposure of all things on the day of judgment; while all things shall be revealed at the judgment (1Cor 4:5), this passage does not refer to that fact.

20) With the appearance of the fulfillment of God’s Plan, Jesus Christ, comes the opportunity to completely understand God’s Plan.  cp Mk 1:15 “…The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”
21) Christ taught these things privately to the disciples, so that they could later teach them to others publicly; they were not designed to be kept a secret, but to be spread freely to all who would receive them.  Mt 10:27 “What I tell you in the darkness, speak in the light; and what you hear whispered in your ear, proclaim upon the housetops.”
22) Mt 5:15-16, although not a parallel to our verses, also comments on this fact – we are to live a life that demonstrates the BD we have in our souls, to be effective witnesses for our Lord.

23) Christ then finishes with His consistent exhortation to all who were interested, to listen, concentrate, and discover the meaning of what He has just said.

24) The first class condition If any man has ears to hear is used to point out to His listeners that since they did indeed have the ability to hear, they should do so.

25) The command may be taken as referring to all who were in His periphery, the phrase would include everyone with normal hearing, but the jussive command is to those who desire to hear, not just those who comprehended the sound of His voice.

Exercise Discernment

Kai. e;legen auvtoi/j( Ble,pete ti, avkou,eteÅ evn w-| me,trw| metrei/te metrhqh,setai u`mi/n kai. prosteqh,setai u`mi/nÅ
4:24 And He was saying to them, (c.c. & I A I 3s kai. le,gw “and he was saying” +        D M 3p pro auvto,j “to them”) “Take care what you listen to. By your standard of measure it shall be measured to you; and more shall be given you besides. (P A Ip 2p ble,pw – blepō “watch/look out; observe/consider” + Ac N S indef pro ti,j “what; anything” + P A I 2p avkou,w “you listen to/hear” + prep w/ I N S rel pro evn o[j (GT = w-|)  “by which” + I N S me,tron – metron “measure” + P A I 2p metre,w – metreō “you measure” + F P I 3s metre,w “it will be measured” + D 2p pro su, “to you” + c.c. kai. “and” + F P I 3s prosti,qhmi – prostithemi “it shall be added” + D 2p pro su, “to you”)

o]j ga.r e;cei( doqh,setai auvtw/|\ kai. o]j ouvk e;cei( kai. o] e;cei avrqh,setai avpV auvtou/Å
4:25 “For whoever has, to him shall more be given; (exp con ga.r “for; because” +     N M S rel pro o]j “whoever” + P A I 3s e;cw “has” + F P I 3s di,dwmi (GT = doqh,setai) “it shall be given” + D M 3s pro auvto,j “to him”) and whoever does not have, even what he has shall be taken away from him.” (c.c. & N M S rel pro kai. o[j “and whoever” + neg ptcl w/ P A I 3s ouvk e;cw “does not have” + c.c. (asc) kai. “even” +      Ac N S rel pro o[j “that which” + P A I 3s e;cw “he has” + F P I 3s ai;rw – airō (GT = avrqh,setai) “will be taken away” + prep w/ Ab M 3s avpo, auvto,j “from him”)

1) Jesus now gives a command, a principle, and a promise:

a) take care, or watch, what you listen to – the Christian must be discerning in the things they hear, or take in as information

(1) is it Divine viewpoint, or one of man’s “better ideas”?

(2) is it edifying, or just entertaining?

(3) is it giving us the BD we need to excel, or drawing our attention away from God?

b) by your standard of measure it will be measured to you – the more discerning one is, the more they will be protected and given the Truth

(1) the measure, or standard, is the basis for future decisions

(2) if we evaluate everything in light of the perfect revelation from God, we will “take every thought captive for Christ” – 2Cor 10:5

(3) therefore, the one who desires “the pure milk of the word” will be given that purity of doctrine – 1Pet 2:2

c) more shall be given you besides – God will continue to bless the one who pursues the privilege of understanding BD

(1) He will fill their desire to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” – 2Pet 3:18

(2) doctrine will be built upon doctrine, each basic concept will provide the groundwork for the next, more advanced concept 

(3) this is a part of the reward for “diligently seeking Him” – Heb 11:6

2) The Christian should be ever discerning, concentrating on whatever information is coming their way, otherwise they will take in false doctrine that will eventually affect their entire life.  cp Lk 11:34-35

3) The only way to determine if information is good or bad is to have a standard by which to compare that message; this requires the intake of BD as the absolute criterion by which all other ideas are evaluated.

4) This explains why so many Christians are duped into believing the most outrageous of concepts – they do not practice discernment since they do not truly care to know the truth and the truth alone.

5) This relates to our modern expression “Garbage In – Garbage Out”.

6) Their deception is a form of judgment for failing to follow the instructions of the Lord on this matter.

7) Principle: one cannot successfully apply a false standard – God is not glorified by anything except the execution of His Word.  Jn 15:8 “By this is My Father glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples.”
8) Christ presents a commonly used proverb (cp Mt 7:2; Lk 6:38) to point out that this is the only logical conclusion to which one may arrive – one who does not care about the accuracy of the information will naturally take in what is bad.

9) The word added (prostithemi) contains another promise: the reward of correct learning, thinking, and applying of BD will be out of proportion to what is heard.

10) This word refers to the additional supply of something to a quantity already in existence (cp Mt 6:27) – the amount of wisdom in the soul will grow at a faster rate than it is taken in.

11) The adjusted believer does not just memorize the information, but will also understand how to apply that information under different circumstances.

12) Not only will the Positive believer learn how to fulfill God’s Will for their lives, the Holy Spirit will bring to their remembrance all they have been taught, helping them to think the way they should (and want to).  cp Jn 14:26 “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.”
13) The believer who has is the one who has done the work of vss 20-24, who has welcomed the Word:

a) they have manifested a desire for the Truth

b) they have heard with their ears

c) they have learned what the absolute standard is, and think according to it

14) As a result, God will make available to them that much more BD.  1Jn 2:27 “And as for you, the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you have no need for anyone to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you abide in Him.”
15) The more one learns, thinks, and applies Biblical information, the more understanding or wisdom one will have – and this in exponential degrees.  Pr 4:7, 9:10

16) This also includes the application of the mental attitude provisions of BD – as one becomes a regular participant in Faith-Rest, the Relaxed Mental Attitude becomes easier and more natural to maintain.

17) The opposite, and most common, category of man is the one who does not have, the individual who knows a little BD but refuses to increase their understanding of God and His Word.

18) It is as invariable as a habit: if one continues to practice any physical action, it will become ingrained and a part of their very nature; if they neglect any routine, it will soon be forgotten and no longer used.

19) By failing to apply the principles and content of the Bible, the believer soon falls away from the Truth, forgets the blessings that come from application, and is no better than the one who never heard.  2Pet 2:21-22

20) This principle looks back to the lamp under a basket – the doctrine that is never applied is soon extinguished.

21) This, then, is the doctrinal equivalent of “use it or lose it”; a consistent and habitual custom of applying the Dvpt, under varied circumstances, is the only way to improve one’s understanding of the situations in which it may be applied.

22) In other words, the PT may give illustrations and examples of how a particular doctrine may be applied, but the regular fulfillment of the Royal Imperatives builds strength of character for the individual.

The Parable of the Growing Seed

Kai. e;legen( Ou[twj evsti.n h` basilei,a tou/ qeou/ w`j a;nqrwpoj ba,lh| to.n spo,ron evpi. th/j gh/j
4:26 And He was saying, “The kingdom of God is like a man who casts seed upon the soil; (c.c. & I A I 3s kai. le,gw “and he was saying” + adv ou[twj – houtōs “thus; in a like manner” + P I 3s eivmi, “is” + N F S w/d.a. h` basilei,a – basileia “the kingdom” +   G M S w/d.a. o` qeo,j “of the God” + comp adv w`j “as/like” + N M S a;nqrwpoj “a man” + A A S 3s ba,llw “who might cast” (Subjunctive = any man, a hypothetical case) +      Ac M S w/d.a. o` spo,roj – sporos “the seed” + prep w/ G F S w/d.a. evpi. h` gh/ “upon the soil/ground”)

kai. kaqeu,dh| kai. evgei,rhtai nu,kta kai. h`me,ran( kai. o` spo,roj blasta/| kai. mhku,nhtai w`j ouvk oi=den auvto,jÅ
4:27 “and goes to bed at night and gets up by day, and the seed sprouts up and grows -- how, he himself does not know. (c.c. & P A S 3s kai. kaqeu,dw – katheudō “and he sleeps” + c.c. & P P S 3s kai. evgei,rw – egeirō “and is awakened” (Present tense = consistently; day after  day) + Ac F S (2x) & c.c. nu,x kai. h`me,ra “night and day” + c.c. & N M S w/d.a. kai. o` spo,roj “and the seed” + P A S 3s blasta,nw – blastanō “sprouts” + c.c. & P M S 3s kai. mhku,nw – mēkunō (1x) “and lengthens itself; and grows” + comp adv w`j “thus; in this manner” + neg ptcl w/ Pf A I 3s ouvk oi=da “he does not know” +    N M 3s pro auvto,j “himself”)

auvtoma,th h` gh/ karpoforei/( prw/ton co,rton ei=ta sta,cun ei=ta plh,rhj si/ton evn tw/| sta,cui?Å
4:28 “The soil produces crops by itself; first the blade, then the head, then the mature grain in the head. (N F S w/d.a. h` gh/ “the soil” + P A I 3s karpofore,w – karpophoreō “bears fruit; produces crops” + N F S adj (emph pos) auvto,matoj – automatos “by itself” + Ac M S ord adj prw/toj – prōtos “first” + Ac M S co,rtoj – chortos “a blade/leaf” + adv ei=ta “then/next” + Ac M S sta,cuj – stachus “a head of grain” + adv ei=ta “then/next” + Ac M S plh,rhj – plērēs “completed/mature” + Ac M S si/toj – sitos “grain” + prep w/ L M S evn o` sta,cuj “in the head”)

o[tan de. paradoi/ o` karpo,j( euvqu.j avposte,llei to. dre,panon( o[ti pare,sthken o` qerismo,jÅ
4:29 “But when the crop permits, he immediately puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.” (weak adv de. “but” + temp adv o[tan “when” + N M S w/d.a. o` karpo,j “the fruit/crop” + A A S 3s paradi,dwmi – paradidōmi (GT = paradoi/) “allows/permits” + adv & P A I 3s euvqu.j avposte,llw – apostellō “immediately he sends/ puts in” + Ac N S w/d.a. to. dre,panon – drepanon “the sickle” + exp con o[ti “because” + N M S w/d.a. o` qerismo,j – therismos “the harvest” + Pf A I 3s pari,sthmi – paristēmi “has come; is present”)

1) This parable is designed to express in abstract terms the lesson Christ has just taught on the personal growth of BD in the soul.

2) This is the meaning here of the kingdom of God – rather than its manifestation in the world, it refers to the inner workings of its function in the inner man.

3) It is true that the overt manifestation, the Church Age and its teachings, spread “of its own accord”, as a natural and normal consequence of faith, but the preceding context demands an interpretation on a personal level.

4) The use of the Subjunctive mood sets this up as a parable, a hypothetical situation is used to explain the spiritual reality.

5) A man might do any number of things, some might relate to the KoG and some might not, but if he were to cast seed out, the physical circumstances would compare to the spiritual in this instance.

6) Following the interpretation of the Parable of the Sower, the seed is again compared to the Word of God, and the soil is the individual who accepts the Word and allows it to begin its work.

7) This implies that the soil is good, so the situation in view is a normal Christian, who continues to progress in their pursuit of Bible Doctrine.

8) It is commonly understood that after having planted seed, the work of the farmer is complete; while there is a certain amount of maintenance that must be performed (weeding, watering, etc.) the seed requires no assistance from the sower.

9) The parable does not consider that a repeated “sowing” of the Word is required for Christian growth; for its purposes the action is considered as complete, the spiritual life now functions on its own.

10) The farmer must be patient – nothing he can do will speed up the process.

11) He goes to sleep day after day, and wakes up day after day, watching a slow but steady progress in the field.

12) There is no point in monitoring the progress of the plant, it will grow at the rate its genetics have determined regardless of being watched; in the same way, Christians who set arbitrary standards for growth deny that the Lord is in control of the rate at which one grows.

13) Doubtless a certain amount of observation will occur, and if growth is slow or not present, a problem is indicated; again, for the purposes of this parable, the process is seen to be a normal one, following the expected pattern.

14) The believer who stays with the routine, taking in BD on a daily basis, applying it regularly and under a variety of circumstances, not allowing outside forces to interrupt their growth, will make the maturity adjustment.

15) The phrase how, he himself does not know refers to the work of the Holy Spirit; the PT must be content with teaching the doctrine and allowing his sheep to apply at their own level – neither he nor they can determine what tests or instruction they might need to advance their CWL.

16) This also refutes the tendency of some pastors to micromanage the lives of their sheep; the Word is taught, it will either take root or not depending on the hearer.

17) Once the necessary doctrine is implanted and takes root, the Holy Spirit brings about the circumstances that will cause growth; the role of the believer is to allow Him to do so, which then causes the desired advance. cp 1Cor 3:6

18) This is not to say that we are to be dismissive of the necessity for growth, rather we are not obligated to set certain standards of time and relative progress.  cp 1Tim 4:15 “Take pains with these things; be absorbed in them, so that your progress may be evident to all.”
19) Rather, we must focus on the process itself, not the rate at which one progresses (“I/They have been on BD for X years, I/they should be in maturity by now”).

20) It must also be kept in mind that the PT has the obligation to correct faulty under-standing, sin, or misapplication, through exhortation, reproof, and rebuke; however, the normal function of the pastor is analogous to the care of the soil, not forcing the plant to grow at whatever rate he determines is best.  cp Tit 1:12-13

21) The word for by itself is automatos, for what occurs as an inevitable result of some thing’s very existence, means what the thing itself does as a part of its own nature.

22) In other words, as long as the plant grows, growth will occur; as long as the CWL is kept in good order, the CWL will be in good order.  cp 2Tim 3:16-17 “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable … that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.”
23) Also noteworthy is the fact that growth cannot bypass certain stages, either in the plant kingdom or the CWL; there is nothing wrong with being a baby believer, the problem is stagnation or a lack of future progress.

24) To attempt to harvest the grain the day after a sprout appears would be foolishness; to attempt to teach people in a manner so as to circumvent the intermediate steps does great disservice to the individual.  cp 1Tim 3:4-6

25) From the natural world we also recognize that certain characteristics accompany the stages of growth, but to attempt to determine precisely at what point the head appears is an exercise in futility – what difference when, as long as it does indeed appear?

26) The stages of growth in the Christian life are well documented using various analogies, but Scripture is purposely vague in describing them (at what age does a young man turn into a normal father?).  cp 1Jn 2:13

27) When the Word grows in us, we harvest it in application and use.

28) So in this parable, the mature grain in the head represents not a mature believer, but a doctrine fully understood and placed into the soul under GAP (epignosis).

29) This is the fruit of Bible Doctrine, the application of its precepts to the glory of God, and our ultimate benefit (in time and eternity).  Gal 5:22-23 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.”
30) To put in the sickle expresses the idea of taking what is produced by the growth and using it for one’s benefit; we “reach in” to our soul and “pull out” the appropriate doctrinal principle for the test we are facing.

31) The use of immediately also presumes that the doctrine is available to be used at the same moment it is needed; the believer must take in all doctrines if they are to have whatever principle may be called for at a particular time.  cp Isa 28:10 “For He says, 'Order on order, order on order, Line on line, line on line, A little here, a little there.”
32) Application: to try to find the answer to one’s problem only after the problem has arrived is to doom oneself to disaster.

33) Therefore, even though the BD taught may not apply at the moment it is presented, it must still be assimilated and prepared for use, so that when some affliction arises, the believer will know what must be done.  cp 1Th 3:4 “For indeed when we were with you, we kept telling you in advance that we were going to suffer affliction; and so it came to pass, as you know.”
34) So the harvest has come refers to the use designed by the labor preceding it; we do not take in BD just to possess it, but to use it as opportunity is presented.

35) It is this mental and overt action that allows us to serve God, to profit from our under-standing of His Word, and to glorify the One we recognize as deserving of all honor and glory.

36) Just as the plant grows far beyond the dimensions of the original seed, the believer who continues to take in BD will grow beyond the simple understanding of the words, they will fulfill vs 25.

The Parable of the Mustard Seed

Kai. e;legen( Pw/j o`moiw,swmen th.n basilei,an tou/ qeou/ h' evn ti,ni auvth.n parabolh/| qw/menÈ
4:30 And He said, “How shall we picture the kingdom of God, or by what parable shall we present it? (c.c. & I A I 3s kai. le,gw “and he was saying” + inter adv pw/j – pōs “how?; in what way?” + A A S 1p (subj = this time) o`moio,w – homoioō “shall we compare/liken” + Ac F S w/d.a. & G M S w/d.a. h` basilei,a o` qeo,j “the kingdom of the God” + disj con h' “or” + prep w/ I F S indef pro & n evn ti,j parabolh, “by what parable” + A A S 1p ti,qhmi – tithēmi (GT = qw/men) “shall we place/set up/present” + Ac F 3s pro  auvto,j “it” (fem = “kingdom”))

w`j ko,kkw| sina,pewj( o]j o[tan sparh/| evpi. th/j gh/j( mikro,teron o'n pa,ntwn tw/n sperma,twn tw/n evpi. th/j gh/j(
4:31 “It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the soil, though it is smaller than all the seeds that are upon the soil, (comp adv w`j “it is like” + I M S ko,kkoj “a grain/seed” + G N S si,napi – sinapi “of mustard” + N M S rel pro o]j “which” + temp con o[tan – hotan “whenever” (used with Present Subjunctive for action contemporaneous with main clause, “every time that”) + P A S 3s spei,rw  (GT = sparh/|) “it is sown” + prep w/ G F S w/d.a. evpi. h` gh/ “upon the ground/soil” + P P N N S eivmi, (GT = o'n) “it is” + N N S com adj mikro,teron – mikroteron “smallest” + G M P adj pa/j “of all” + G N P w/d.a. o` spe,rma “the seeds” + G N P d.a. o` “the ones/those” + prep w/ G F S w/d.a. evpi. h` gh/ “upon the ground/soil”)

kai. o[tan sparh/|( avnabai,nei kai. gi,netai mei/zon pa,ntwn tw/n laca,nwn kai. poiei/ kla,douj mega,louj( w[ste du,nasqai u`po. th.n skia.n auvtou/ ta. peteina. tou/ ouvranou/ kataskhnou/nÅ
4:32 “yet when it is sown, grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and forms large branches; (c.c. kai. “and” + temp con o[tan “whenever” + P A S 3s spei,rw “it is sown” + P A I 3s avnabai,nw – anabainō “it comes/grows up” + c.c. kai. “and” + P D I 3s gi,nomai “becomes” + N N S comp adj mei/zon – meidzon “greater/ larger” + G N P adj pa/j “of/than all” + G N P w/d.a. o` la,canon – lachanon “the garden plants/herbs” + c.c. & P A I 3s kai. poie,w “and it makes/forms” + Ac M P adj & n mega,loj kla,doj – megalos klados “large branches”) so that the birds of the air can nest under its shade.” (infer con w[ste “so that” + Ac N P w/d.a. to. peteino,j – peteinos “the birds” + G M S w/d.a. o` ouvrano,j – ouranos “of the heaven/air” + P D If du,namai “to be/are able” + P A If kataskhno,w – kataskēnoō “to nest” (lit – “to pitch one’s tent”) + prep w/ Ac F S w/d.a. u`po. h` skia, “under the shade” + G N 3s auvto,j “of it; its”)

1) Christ now makes it even more clear that His illustrations have a meaning beyond the surface, by asking this question.

2) The very vocabulary He uses should have been sufficient to lead those who heard Him in the right direction, but evidently they either missed the point or did not care.

a) asking how, or in what manner, the kingdom could be explained expresses that this is not a literal story, it is a method of teaching

b) homoioō is used to compare one thing to another, it cannot be a literal equivalence, but has certain similarities – cp Mt 11:16

c) He then asks what parable would serve His purpose, meaning that the one He chose would have definite and accurate spiritual meaning

d) tithēmi literally means “to put, place, set, or lay out”, since He would place the parable next to the reality and find their common ground

3) The kingdom of God was identified in vs 26 as the individual believer and the impact in their life of BD; a secondary application can easily be made to the spiritual “nation” of all believers on earth, but context demands an individual interpretation.

4) The seed of the common black mustard plant is not the smallest of seeds found in the world (the orchid seed is almost dust-like), but it is the smallest seed of any garden herb that would be familiar to the Palestinian farmer.

5) This is the herb grown for ordinary mustard, although at that time it was grown for its oil content, used to flavor foods (among other purposes).

6) The fact that it is the smallest of seeds sown upon the soil, speaks to the fact that the first true spiritual information received by any man is the simple act of faith; whatever other “words”, or religious knowledge, may be contained in the soul, faith in Christ is the least demanding.

7) In other words, the idea that one must earn or work to deserve salvation by their own merits is a large and heavy burden upon them; the Truth of the gospel is the smallest requirement that could be made.  cp Mt 11:28-30; Lk 11:46

8) However, the main emphasis here is not on the mustard seed itself, but what happens after the seed has been planted, germinated, and achieved its normal growth.

9) The mustard plant in view normally grows to a height of 6-8 ft with a circumference of 2-3 ft – left alone, it can reach a height of 15 ft with a circumference of 6 ft; the stalk becomes thick and woody, and the branches can easily support a light bird.

10) This parable, like the previous one, assumes a normally functioning believer, as opposed to the seed in shallow soil or thorn ridden ground.

11) There is no physical change observable to the soil when the mustard seed has been planted, and there is no overt sign that the individual has become a believer.

12) As soon as the seed has been planted, it begins to develop; for the normal believer, as soon as “germination”, or faith, has occurred, their life takes a new direction.

13) The Present Indicative of anabainō stresses once again that growth is an ongoing action in the CWL; no one reaches their full potential immediately or at any given point in their life, it continues until the end of Ph2.

14) This is reinforced by the use of ginomai, which means to become, or change into something different that what was.

15) The advancing believer will make steady progress, the change will not occur over-night, and they will become a different person than before – this is the desired goal of God’s Will.  1Pet 4:2 “so as to live the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for the lusts of men, but for the will of God.”
16) Having become larger than all the garden plants would then indicate that the overruling factor in the believer’s life is the Dvpt; whatever else is important to that person, God’s Word and Will take precedence.

17) Similarly, the large branches picture the fact that BD pervades one’s thinking, reaching out to influence all other aspects of the life.

18) Principle: a normal believer bases all their decisions on the Dvpt, there is not an area of their life in which “Doctrine doesn’t apply”, or is overruled by “common sense”.

19) Although the Parable of the Sower presented birds as agents of Satan, here they do no harm to the plant or seed, but instead receive benefit from it; they therefore represent other people with whom the believer has contact (blessing by association).

20) The final comparison is a quote from Eze 17:23, a parable presented to Israel:

a) the first parable (vss 3-10) describes Israel’s rebellion against Nebuchadnezzar and attempt to make Pharaoh their master (vss 12-21)

b) a second parable describes the Lord’s own foundation of a mighty tree (22-24)

(1) the “tender young twig” is insignificant compared to the majesty of a fully grown cedar

(2) the “high mountain of Israel” is a reference to the foremost position in the kingdom – cp Eze 20:40

(3) Christ, as the Savior, fulfills the description of vs 23 in symbolic language

(4) vs 24 then predicts that all other kingdoms will recognize the Lord as the Sovereign, because He took an insignificant tree and made it flourish

c) just as Jesus Christ is the reality behind Isaiah’s parable, Mark’s parable teaches the “Christ in us” principle– cp Gal 4:19

21) Matthew’s account is basically identical, the only change being the fact the birds actually nest “in the branches”, instead of under them.  Mt 13:32

22) These birds of the air can find rest, relaxation, and protection under the shade of this tree, just as the adjusted believer benefits their business clients, employers, employees, family, neighbors, the family pet, etc.

23) Just as a bird would not make a nest under a tall weed or other plant that only seemed to provide protection, those on the outside do not usually trust just anyone who claims to be a Christian – a demonstration of stability must precede this confidence.

24) A Biblical example is Joseph, who became the most trusted slave of Potiphar’s house, and was given unsupervised authority while he was in prison, based on his application and integrity.  Gen 39

25) Application: those who dismiss or disagree with your principles, who may even deride or attack your faith, will reach the point that they can no longer deny you are different, and that in a good way.  1Pet 2:12, 3:1-2, 16

A Full Day’s Lessons

Kai. toiau,taij parabolai/j pollai/j evla,lei auvtoi/j to.n lo,gon kaqw.j hvdu,nanto avkou,ein\
4:33 And with many such parables He was speaking the word to them as they were able to hear it; (c.c. kai. “and” + I F P adj & n polu,j parabolh, “many parables” + I F P adj toiou/toj (GT = toiau,taij) “such as these” + I A I 3s lale,w – laleō “he was speaking/communicating” + Ac M S w/d.a. o` lo,goj “the word” + D M 3p pro auvto,j “to them” + comp adv kaqw.j “just as” + I D I 3p du,namai “they were able” + P A If avkou,w “to hear it”)

cwri.j de. parabolh/j ouvk evla,lei auvtoi/j( katV ivdi,an de. toi/j ivdi,oij maqhtai/j evpe,luen pa,ntaÅ
4:34 and He did not speak to them without a parable; but He was explaining everything privately to His own disciples. (weak adv de. “but” + adv cwri.j – chōris “apart from” + G F S parabolh, “a parable” + neg ptcl w/ I A I 3s ouvk lale,w “he was not speaking” + D M 3p pro auvto,j “to them” + weak adv de. “but” + prep w/ Ac F S kata,  ivdi,an “privately; by himself” (idiom – “according to his own person” = no one else near) +  D M P w/d.a. adj & n o` i;dioj maqhth,j “to the his own disciples”  +  I A I 3s evpilu,w – epiluō “he was explaining” (lit – “to loose upon; release” i.e. understanding) + Ac N P adj pa/j “all; everything”)

1) Mark sums up the day’s teaching with this statement; none of the authors recorded all Christ’s parables, but each state that He taught a great many things.  cp Jn 21:25 “And there are also many other things which Jesus did, which if they were written in detail, I suppose that even the world itself would not contain the books which were written.”
2) From Matthew we learn some of the other parables taught, with the interpretations given for two.  Mt 13:24-50

3) The Parable of the Wheat and Tares – Mt 13:24-30

a) the interpretation is given in vss 36-43

b) the terms of the parable illustrate that many unbelievers look, function, and “produce” very similarly to believers

c) implied is the fact that many believers look, function, and produce like unbelievers

d) to destroy all unbelievers before the 2nd Advent would also harm believers, so in His grace God allows them to live alongside us

4) The Parable of the Leaven and Meal – Mt 13:33

a) leaven, in this instance, does not represent evil

b) the lesson is that the Plan of God spreads by its very nature, from faith to faith

c) the number three has no significance, it merely indicates a large amount 

d) Lk 13:20-21 shows that Christ taught this parable on several occasions

5) The Parable of the Hidden Treasure – Mt 13:44

a) the treasure of BD is not immediately visible or understood to a person until they hear and understand its value

b) “hidden in the field” refers to the fact that the individual did not know of this great treasure until it was explained to him

c) this is the non-religious person, who happens upon the gospel even though they had no idea they were missing anything

d) by selling “all that he has” in order to purchase the field, the individual gives up his plans for his life and submits all to the Dvpt

6) The Parable of the Pearl of Great Price – Mt 13:45-46

a) this is similar to the hidden treasure, but in this case the individual is seeking a relationship with God

b) comparing religions with an objective and honest mind can only lead to the conclusion that Christianity is, by far, the superior faith

c) the singular pearl speaks of the unity of the faith as well as the exclusive nature of salvation; there is only one way to please God – cp Jn 6:29 “…This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent.”
7) The Parable of the Dragnet – Mt 13:47-50

a) the interpretation is given in 49-50

b) the sea is the world, the dragnet speaks of the fact that all mankind will be gathered to the Lord

c) fish of “every kind” speaks of the various lifestyles people, believer and unbel-iever alike, lead

d) the dragnet having been filled speaks of the 2nd Advent, the culmination of human history

e) containers refer to Eternal Security, being thrown away refers to eternal death

8) The Parable of the Head of the Household

a) a thorough knowledge of Scripture, combined with understanding, leads to a wealth of knowledge

b) scribes, who had the OT memorized, would begin to see doctrinal information in light of the Truth, teaching others the reality under the surface

c) old treasure would be the spiritual information contained in OT narrative or instructions in the Mosaic Law – 1Sam 15:23

d) new treasure references the applications of NT teaching, the Royal Imperatives incumbent on CA believers – cp 1Cor 5:7

9) The lessons of the day covered a wide variety of subjects, but centered on the primacy of hearing and understanding the Word of God.

10) The manner of presentation was just as the listeners were capable of understanding; there was no esoteric subject covered, these were basic doctrinal principles the people needed to hear and apply if they were to continue.

11) Mt 13:51 shows that Christ asked His listeners if they had understood the information behind the parables, and they answered affirmatively; although we cannot be sure how much of the reality they grasped, at least they heard the lesson itself.

12) The crowds received only parables, but Christ did not leave those who desired to know the Truth without enlightenment; after the teaching session was over, He explained all the parables to His disciples. 

13) According to Mt 13:36, the explanation of the parables had occurred in a house, but this is not a chronological indicator; the private explanation to his disciples could easily have occurred the next day.

14) Again we find the principle that, God will reveal the Truth in an unhindered manner to those who desire it, but He has no obligation or desire to make it manifest to those who would reject it anyway.

15) We can only guess at the number of these disciples, it probably included more than the Twelve, but certainly the vast majority of His listeners never heard the interpretation of any of the parables.

Jesus Calms the Stormy Sea

Mt 8:23-27 & Mk 4:35-41 & Lk 8:22-25

Kai. le,gei auvtoi/j evn evkei,nh| th/| h`me,ra| ovyi,aj genome,nhj( Die,lqwmen eivj to. pe,ranÅ
4:35 And on that day, when evening had come, He said to them, “Let us go over to the other side.” (c.c. + P A I 3s kai. le,gw “and he says/said” + D M 3p auvto,j “to them” + prep w/ L F S adj & n evn evkei/noj h` h`me,ra – hēmera “in/on that the day” + G F S o;yioj – opsios “evening/dusk” + A D P G F S gi,nomai “having come” + A A S 1p die,rcomai – dierchomai (GT = Die,lqwmen) “let us go over” (lit – “go through”, i.e. the sea) + prep w/ Ac N S w/d.a. eivj to. pe,ran – peran “to the other side”)

kai. avfe,ntej to.n o;clon paralamba,nousin auvto.n w`j h=n evn tw/| ploi,w|( kai. a;lla ploi/a h=n metV auvtou/Å
4:36 And leaving the multitude, they took Him along with them, just as He was, in the boat; and other boats were with Him. (c.c. & A A P N M P kai. avfi,hmi – aphiēmi “and having dismissed/left” + Ac M S w/d.a. o` o;cloj “the crowd” + P A I 3p paralamba,nw – paralambanō “they took along” + Ac M 3s pro auvto,j “him” + comp adv w`j “as” + I I 3s eivmi, (GT = h=n) “he was” + prep w/ L N S w/d.a. evn to. ploi/on “in the boat” + c.c. kai. “and” + N N P adj & n a;lloj ploi/on “other of the same kind boats” + I I 3s eivmi, “were” + prep w/ G M 3s pro meta, auvto,j “with him”)

1) We do not know exactly how long the parabolic teaching session had lasted, but several hours seems a conservative estimate.

2) Since the autumn Feast of Booths had not occurred yet (cp Jn 7:1), the time frame is late summer of 31 AD; a full morning of teaching in a house, surrounded by an unruly mob is now followed by a full afternoon of teaching in the hot sun, with no shade.

3) The word evening (opsios) strictly refers to dusk, the time just before or just after sunset, while there was still some light.  cp Mk 15:42

4) The distance due east from Capernaum to the other side of the Sea of Galilee would be approximately three miles, with 2-4 men rowing the average speed would be about 7-10 miles per hour, so the trip would take about 20-30 minutes.

5) Based on Mk 5:1, they landed in “the country of the Gerasenes”, which would suggest a south-easterly course, but a planned journey of 45 minutes was probably anticipated, which would put them on land shortly before no light was left.

6) For these experienced fishermen, no trouble was expected; certainly Jesus’ actions did not indicate any should be.  cp vs 38

7) While the other disciples got into their respective boats, Christ dismissed the crowd, probably announcing His intention to leave.

8) Similar boats nearby were acquired, possibly from James’ and John’s father, or another source; the important point is they were of the same kind (allos) as the one in which Jesus had been in.

9) How many boats were present is not specified, nor is the number of disciples who went with him; each boat held a maximum of 6 men, so three or four boats total is probable.

10) Important for the following narrative is that these boats had no cover; they were basically large rowboats, with an open, flat keel, and a single mast for a sail.

11) Another consideration is that since He had been in the boat, and left without stepping on to shore (just as He was), Christ probably did not have time to eat anything before the trip, or gather provisions for the journey.

12) This was the situation required by the actions of the mob – in order to get away and teach His disciples, Christ took them with Him for a evening cruise across the sea, and that after an exhausting day of teaching and healing, dealing with His errant family, and having had no time for food (possibly water), or rest.  cp Jn 4:31-34

A Sudden Storm Arises

kai. gi,netai lai/lay mega,lh avne,mou kai. ta. ku,mata evpe,ballen eivj to. ploi/on( w[ste h;dh gemi,zesqai to. ploi/onÅ
4:37 And there arose a fierce gale of wind, and the waves were breaking over the boat so much that the boat was already filling up. (c.c. & P D I 3s kai. gi,nomai “and there came” + N F S n & adj lai/lay me,gaj – lailaps megas (GT = mega,lh) “a great storm/squall” + G M S a;nemoj – anemos  “of wind” + c.c. & N N P w/d.a. kai. to. ku/ma – kuma “and the waves/swells” (lit – “swollen”, as in pregnant) + I A I 3s evpiba,llw – epiballō “were falling upon” + prep w/ Ac N S w/d.a. eivj to. ploi/on “into the boat” + infer con (res) w[ste “so that” + adv h;dh “already; by now” + Ac N S w/d.a. to. ploi/on “the boat” + P P If gemi,zw – gemidzō “was being filled”)

1) Due to the geography of the region, the Sea of Galilee experiences sudden, unpredictable, and violent storms; this storm evidently came up without warning and became a torrential windstorm in a matter of minutes.

2) The lake itself is in a deep basin, with high mountains on the eastern side, and numerous canyons and gorges on the west; this funnels the wind into the basin, leaving it no where to go but in a violent circling direction.

3) There is no reason to think the humanity of Christ knew in advance of the weather change, nor did He cause the storm in order to teach a lesson to the disciples.

4) Whether or not there was rain associated with this storm, the primary danger was the wind, which pushed the boat in all directions; lailaps was used by secular authors of hurricanes, water spouts, and tornadoes.

5) The triple description of this storm, a fierce gale of wind, means that this was not only a furious squall, it surpassed any weather in which a sailor would purposely place himself.

6) The sail would have been lowered, so the men were rowing against both wind and a violent sea; trying to reach land was only a secondary issue now, the priority would be keeping their craft afloat.

7) Not only that, but the swells being pushed ahead of the wind would rock the boat itself, make steering almost impossible, and flooding into the boat (and over the men).

8) The word kuma speaks not of waves as found at the shore, but of a swollen wall of water, raising and dropping the boat ferociously, with whitecaps spraying into the boat at the bottom of each swell (epiballō).

9) In fact, the word gemidzō specifies that the boats were not just holding a little water, they were filled to capacity.  cp Jn 2:7, 6:13

10) Remember that many of the disciples had been fishermen – they struggled with all their energy against the storm, and realized just how dangerous their situation was.

Christ’s Response to the Storm

kai. auvto.j h=n evn th/| pru,mnh| evpi. to. proskefa,laion kaqeu,dwnÅ kai. evgei,rousin auvto.n kai. le,gousin auvtw/|( Dida,skale( ouv me,lei soi o[ti avpollu,meqaÈ
4:38 And He Himself was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; (c.c. & N M 3s pro kai. auvto.j “and himself” + I I 3s eivmi, “he was” + prep w/ L F S evn h` pru,mna – prumna “in the stern/back” + prep w/ Ac N S w/d.a. evpi. to. proskefa,laion – proskephalaion “upon a pillow/cushion” + P A P N M S kaqeu,dw – katheudō “sleeping”) and they awoke Him and said to Him, “Teacher, do You not care that we are perishing?” (c.c. & P A I 3p kai. evgei,rw – egeirō  “awaken/awoke” + Ac M 3s pro auvto,j “him” + c.c. & P A I 3p kai. le,gw “and say/said” + D M 3s pro auvto,j “to him” + V M S dida,skaloj – didaskalos (GT = Dida,skale) “Teacher” + neg ptcl w/ P A I 3s (imp vb) ouv me,lei – melei “is it not a concern/care” + D 2s pro su, “to you” + exp con o[ti “that” + P M I 1p avpo,llumi – apollumi “being destroyed; perishing”)

1) Considering the description of the storm by all three Synoptic Gospels, it is amazing to think that Christ was so physically exhausted and tired that He could even consider sleeping at a time like this.

2) It also bears consideration that subjugating His will to the Father’s meant that this was the only time He had had for sleep in the recent past.

3) Also significant is that the Father had indeed provided the rest required by Christ’s humanity, but not in ideal circumstances; this relates to the believer’s experience of not getting exactly what they think they need, or getting it in the way they want it.

4) Mark alone mentions His location and the presence of the large pillow or seat cushion, and the attention to details points to the absolute accuracy of the record.

5) Doubtless He had lain down on the cushion, in the only place on the boat that afforded some room to stretch out, as soon as they had left Galilee; even the suddenness of the change in weather, the violence of the storm, and the cries of the men with Him could not rouse Him from this dead slumber.

6) The cushion was most likely not perfectly comfortable, either; it was used to sit upon while performing work and the necessary maintenance on the boat and equipment.

7) However, this was not simply a case of physical exhaustion (soldiers have been known to sleep under a firing cannon after days in the field), but an example of maximum Faith-Rest – Christ could sleep because He knew without a doubt He would be protected.

8) The applications are too numerous to be listed, but suffice it to say no situation in which we may find ourselves will prevent God from allowing us to fulfill His Plan for out lives.  cp Ac 27:18-24

9) The disciples, who had placed their faith in the God-Man, who had seen countless miracles over every imaginable foe and circumstance, had now given up all hope,.

10) In view of their situation, it is completely understandable they would be concerned (to put it lightly), but they failed to relate their predicament to an all-powerful God, considering themselves as lost.

11) This parallels the experience of many Christians, who fail to realize that only God can keep us from perishing under some difficulty; He neither requires nor wants our help.

12) Instead of realizing that since their Master was completely oblivious to the danger, they should follow His example, they panicked and chastised Him for His calm disregard of a seeming crisis.

13) Note that they did not mention what would become of Him, their only concern seems to have been their own rescue.

14) Since they did not understand His destiny, they did not realize that He could not die before His time, and since He had promised that they would become “fishers of men” and proclaim His gospel in all the world, their future was secure.

15) Principle: what the believer often assumes to be indifference on the part of God is actually an opportunity to apply what they should know. cp 2Pet 3:9 “The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.”
16) What He manifested as a total trust in His Father’s provision, they mistook as apathy.

17) In the subjectivity of panic, they assumed the Lord carried an attitude of indifference and a lack of care – so the Savior who would sacrifice Himself for their eternal benefit did not care if they were suffering in time.  cp Rom 5:1-10

18) In Matthew’s account, the men did indeed plead with the Lord for rescue, but the comment we are perishing, common to all three authors, indicates they had no real hope of deliverance.  Mt 8:25; Lk 8:24

19) Application: while it is easy to view the disciples’ reaction with a certain disdain, how often do we ask our Father for some blessing, never believing He can provide what we want and need?  cp Js 1:6-8

God Controls the Weather

kai. diegerqei.j evpeti,mhsen tw/| avne,mw| kai. ei=pen th/| qala,ssh|( Siw,pa( pefi,mwsoÅ kai. evko,pasen o` a;nemoj kai. evge,neto galh,nh mega,lhÅ
4:39 And being aroused, He rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Hush, be still.” (c.c. & A P P N M S kai. diegei,rw – diegeirō “and having been awakened” + A A I 3s evpitima,w – epitimaō “he rebuked” + D M S w/d.a. o` a;nemoj “the wind” + c.c. & A A I 3s kai. ei=pon – eipon “and said” +  D F S w/d.a. h` qa,lassa “to the sea” + P A Ip 2s siwpa,w – siōpaō (GT = Siw,pa) “hush; be silent” + Pf P Ip 2s fimo,w – phimoō (GT = pefi,mwso) “become still/calm” (lit – “to tie down or shut”)) And the wind died down and it became perfectly calm. (c.c. kai. “and” + N M S w/d.a. o`  a;nemoj “the wind” +   A A I 3s kopa,zw – kopadzō (GT = evko,pasen)  “abated/died down” + c.c. & A D I 3s kai. gi,nomai “and it became” + N F S adj & n mega,lh galh,nh – megalē galēnē  “a great calm/tranquility”)

1) Although the disciples’ desperation had driven them to awaken the Lord, the result was not what they had expected, but just what they needed.

2) Again the depth of Christ’s exhaustion is seen in the word diegeirō, a strengthened form of egeirō, indicating it took some time for Him to become completely awake.

3) According to Mt 8:26, He was awakened and then “rose up”, or stood up from the pillow, in order to demonstrate He was speaking from a position of authority.

4) A simple reading of Scripture shows that the Sovereign King of the universe is responsible for the weather, good or bad (Jer 31:35); most believers act like unbelievers in this matter, however, choosing instead to see weather “disasters” as random forces beyond anyone’s control.

5) If God is Omnipotent, does His power not extend to the natural world?  

6) Reflection on this fact is a comfort for the believer who recognizes that He uses natural forces to curse or bless those He desires.  cp Zec 10:1 “Ask rain from the LORD at the time of the spring rain-- The LORD who makes the storm clouds …”
7) His power over the elements is seen in the word rebuke (epitimaō), for an overt change in behavior, and that immediately; it is the same word used for the rebuke of the demons, who had no choice but to obey.

8) This is an example of Personification, attributing human characteristics to an inani-mate object to emphasize God’s control over them.

9) The weather has no volition, obviously, but the emphasis is on the fact that there is no alternative but to comply with the Divine wishes.

10) Since it was the wind that was driving the sea to such violence, it is that component of the situation that received disapproval and censure; the sea was the passive “victim” of the storm, so the commands given it are without accusation.

11) Both Matthew and Luke record that Christ rebuked both wind and sea, but Mark’s emphasis recognizes cause and effect – the Lord controls both.

12) The noise of this storm, both the wind and crashing of the sea, was a major factor in their panic, so to prevent further fear the noise would be silenced.

13) The word siōpaō is used 10x, all but this occurrence referring to the cessation of human speech; the disciples had treated this storm as if it were purposely trying to kill them, so Christ uses language that compares the weather to a personal foe.

14) This is designed to illustrate that no force of nature can prevent us from obeying the Father’s Will, any more than an individual can coerce our volition to cause us to sin.

15) Anything that attempts to block our path is well under His control; He can and will stop anything or anyone from opposing us, as soon as He determines it is time.

16) Even if the noise had immediately ceased, the furious pitching of the boat would have still presented the immediate danger of capsizing, so Christ gives a second command to become calm and stay that way (phimoō).

17) Just as the wind, a phenomenon created by God, was under His control, water is subject to His use and manipulation.  cp Gen 7:4-12

18) The Aorist Indicatives of kopadzō and ginomai reveal that this was not a gradual process, as relatively sudden as the storm’s arrival; it was instantly peaceful and tranquil, both noise and movement ceased.

19) There is a definite parallel between this event and Ps 107:23-30, no doubt arranged by God as a testimony to the divine nature of Christ.

The Disciples Miss The Point

kai. ei=pen auvtoi/j( Ti, deiloi, evsteÈ ou;pw e;cete pi,stinÈ
4:40 And He said to them, “Why are you so timid? How is it that you have no faith?” (c.c. & A A I 3s kai. ei=pon “and he said” + D M 3p pro auvto,j “to them” + inter adj ti, “why?” + P I 2p eivmi, “are you” + N M P adj deilo,j – deilos “cowardly/fearful” + adv ou;pw “not yet” + P A I 2p e;cw “do you have” + Ac F S pi,stij “faith”)

kai. evfobh,qhsan fo,bon me,gan kai. e;legon pro.j avllh,louj( Ti,j a;ra ou-to,j evstin o[ti kai. o` a;nemoj kai. h` qa,lassa u`pakou,ei auvtw/|È
4:41 And they became very much afraid and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey Him?” (c.c. & A P I 3p kai. fobe,w – phobeō “and they became frightened” + Ac M S adj & n me,gaj fo,boj – phobos “a great fear/terror” + c.c. & I A I 3p kai. le,gw “and they were saying” + prep w/ Ac M 3p ref pro pro.j avllh,lwn “to one another” + N M S inter pro ti,j “who” + infer ptcl a;ra “then” + P I 3s eivmi, “is” + N M S dem pro ou-to,j “this” + exp con o[ti “that” + asc adv c.c. kai. “even” + N M S w/d.a. o` a;nemoj “the wind” + c.c. & N F S w/d.a. kai. h` qa,lassa “and the sea” + P A I 3s u`pakou,w – hupakouō “are obedient” + D M 3s auvto,j “to him”)

1) Having provided the protection and deliverance the disciples needed, Christ now gives them the spiritual information they would need for the next time they faced a test this grave.

2) A not-so-gentle rebuke accompanies the lesson, in order to stress the importance of correcting their thinking in regard to danger and God’s provision in it.

3) The Present Indicative of eimi indicates that these men were still in their state of panic and fear, even after the deliverance they had requested; the irrational fear that overwhelmed them still held them in its grip.

4) Also, the word Christ uses for their overall attitude, deilos, is too strong for the translation timid, it refers to cowardice or shameful fright; it is only used 3x in Scripture, but secular authors used it of a miserable wretch.  cp Rev 21:8

5) Of course there is a natural apprehension in the midst of danger, but there was an unbelief that accompanied their terror, hence the rebuke.

6) This was the first threat these men had faced since attaching themselves to Christ’s ministry, but it would not be the last – they needed to have the spiritual stamina to fulfill God’s Will under all circumstances, not just pleasant ones.  cp 1Cor 4:9-13

7) These men had been given specific promises by the Lord, Christ was under Divine protection and therefore so were they, but even more apparent should have been the demonstrations of power they had repeatedly seen by His hand.

8) The adverb for negation after a point in time, oupō, states a fact and at the same time asks a question – there was no reason they should not have faith by now, why didn’t they? cp 1Cor 8:2 “If anyone supposes that he knows anything, he has not yet known as he ought to know” 

9) Faith here represents the active trust and confidence we have placed in God, as well as the doctrinal understanding of who and what Christ is.

10) In other words, if they truly trusted Him under all circumstances, the storm would have been a test to ask for deliverance, but their terror could have been bypassed.

11) This is also an exhortation to develop that trust, to realize their weakness and cultivate the epignosis that God is firmly in control of their destiny, so there is never any reason to fear. cp Ps 23

12) In spite of the commendation of Mk 4:11, these men needed to realize that their understanding and application of the Truth was not yet sufficient; if they did not, they would see no reason to make more progress.  cp 1Cor 3:2-3 “I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able, for you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men?”
13) Instead, this circle of intimate students missed the entire point, instead falling even deeper into fear as they contemplated exactly what this Man might be.

14) This is not to say they had absolutely no faith, but the failure to apply their faith had made them seem to have no faith at all.

15) The literal Greek construction is “they feared great fear”, meaning that their panic was feeding on itself, driving them to increasing, and unending, levels of terror.

16) Messiah was not prophesied to have power over nature, it was the strict domain of Yhwh Himself (Ps 89:9); again we see the faulty understanding of the nature of the Christ these men possessed.

17) Their question centers on the extent of His supernatural powers – by casting out demons and healing sickness, He demonstrated that God was with Him, but exercising personal authority over the wind and the sea went beyond their comprehension.

18) Hopefully it was beginning to occur to them that Jesus was not just a godly man, but the God-Man, the manifestation of His glory on earth.  cp Col 1:15-16

End Mark Chapter Four
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