 The Gospel of Mark

Chapter Three

Healing on the Sabbath

Mt 12:9-14 & Mk 3:1-6 & Lk 6:5-11

Kai. eivsh/lqen pa,lin eivj th.n sunagwgh,nÅ kai. h=n evkei/ a;nqrwpoj evxhramme,nhn e;cwn th.n cei/raÅ
3:1 And He entered again into a synagogue; and a man was there with a withered hand. (c.c. kai. “and” + A A I 3s eivse,rcomai – eiserchomai (GT = eivsh/lqen) “he entered” + adv pa,lin – palin “again” + prep w/ Ac F S w/d.a. eivj h` sunagwgh, “into the synagogue” + c.c. kai. “and” + I I 3s eivmi, (GT = h=n) “there was” + adv evkei/ “there” +     N M S a;nqrwpoj “a man” + P A P N M S e;cw “having” + Ac F S w/d.a. h` cei,r – cheir “the hand” + Pf P P Ac F S xhrai,nw – xērainō “having become withered/shriveled”)

kai. pareth,roun auvto.n eiv toi/j sa,bbasin qerapeu,sei auvto,n( i[na kathgorh,swsin auvtou/Å
3:2 And they were watching Him to see if He would heal him on the Sabbath, in order that they might accuse Him. (c.c. kai. “and” + I A I 3s parathre,w – paratēreō “they were continually watching” (“to carefully guard” cp Ac 9:24) + Ac M 3s pro auvto,j “him” + cond ptcl eiv “if” (1st cl) + F A I 3s qerapeu,w – therapeuō “he will heal” +       Ac M 3s pro auvto,j “him”+ L N P w/d.a. to. sa,bbaton “on the Sabbath” + cond ptcl (purp) i[na “in order that” + A A S 3p kathgore,w – katēgoreō “they might accuse/bring charges against” + G M 3s auvto,j “him”)

1) Nowhere in the Gospel record do we see the evil, vile, and malicious character of the Pharisees more clearly than in Mk 3:1-6

2) Jesus’ purpose is still His priority, He came to proclaim the Truth and again takes that opportunity by teaching in a synagogue.

3) Since Mark’s record does not mention the events of the Passover (Jn 5), this incident occurred in a Galilean town, after His return from Judea and during the continued circuit of Galilee (cp Lk 6:6 “another Sabbath”).

4) Perhaps it was in Capernaum, but vs 7 makes specific the fact He was near the Sea of Galilee in any event.

5) A different section of Scripture is read and explained each Sabbath day of the year, so Jesus might visit the same synagogue several times and teach on a different subject, but His purpose was to explain the whole counsel of God.  cp Ac 20:26-27

6) The Imperfect of eimi shows that this man… with a withered hand had been at this synagogue several times in the past – Jesus had not seen fit to heal him until this particular occasion.

7) The Pharisees knew of the man, and used him to set up their trap.

8) The Perfect Passive Participle of xērainō also indicates:

a) the hand had become withered in the past and was still so (permanently)

b) an outside source had crushed it, it was not a birth defect

c) the Participle points to the fact it was completely withered, useless for any purpose

9) We know from vs 6 that they were the Pharisees, still observing Christ, keeping an eye on His activities as the religious “watchdogs” of society.

10) All the events and teaching of the past several months had not convinced these supposed experts in the Law that a Man of God was in their midst, and they still dogged His tracks hoping to catch Him in a false teaching or violation of the Law.

11) Principle: the most difficult convert to the Truth is one convinced of his own wisdom.

12) Luke records that it was his right hand that was injured (Lk 6:6), probably rendering him incapable of self-supporting work.

13) Nothing suggests that the Pharisees had purposely crushed this man’s hand, but they did recognize the potential for Christ to heal him on Sabbath, and so they were continuously watching Him, keeping Him under surveillance.  cp Lk 6:7

14) In fact, the word used here for watching is paratēreō, the prefix meaning “alongside”, indicating that they were following Him closely just so they could watch; they did not let Him out of their sight for a moment, in case He committed some “sin”. cp Ac 9:24

15) The word for their purpose, to accuse Him (katēgoreō), is the same word used of Satan’s activities in Rev 12:10, as he speaks against believers before God’s throne “day and night”.

16) They had pre-judged Christ as guilty, and now were waiting, watching, and plotting to catch Him in any fault they might find (subj of katēgoreō).

17) From Mt 12:10 we learn that the Pharisees had actually approached Him with the question of healing on Sabbath; one of the restrictions imposed upon Sabbath observance actually forbade healing with the touch of a hand, since this would require the production of energy.

Perform DGP at Every Opportunity

kai. le,gei tw/| avnqrw,pw| tw/| th.n xhra.n cei/ra e;conti( :Egeire eivj to. me,sonÅ
3:3 And He said to the man with the withered hand, “Rise and come forward!” (c.c. + P A I 3s kai. le,gw “and he says/said” + D M S w/d.a. o` a;nqrwpoj – anthrōpos “to the man” + D M S d.a. o` “the one” + P A P D M S e;cw “having” + Ac F S adj & n w/d.a.      h` xhro,j cei,r – xēros cheir “the withered hand” + P A Ip 2s evgei,rw – egeirō “rise/come up”  + prep w/ Ac N S w/d.a. eivj to. me,soj – mesos “into the middle/center”)

kai. le,gei auvtoi/j( :Exestin toi/j sa,bbasin avgaqo.n poih/sai h' kakopoih/sai( yuch.n sw/sai h' avpoktei/naiÈ oi` de. evsiw,pwnÅ
 3:4 And He said to them, “Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save a life or to kill?” But they kept silent. (c.c. kai. “and” + P A I 3s le,gw “he says/said” + D M 3p pro auvto,j “to them” + P A I 3s e;xestin – exestin “is it lawful/ permitted?” + L N P w/d.a. to. sa,bbaton “on the Sabbath” + A A If poie,w – poieō “to do/perform” + Ac N S adj avgaqo,j – agathos “a good thing” + disj con h' “or” + A A If kakopoie,w – kakopoieō  “to do evil/bad/harm” + A A If sw,|zw – sōdzō “to save/deliver” + Ac F S yuch, – psuchē “a soul/life” + disj con h' “or” + A A If avpoktei,nw – apokteinō “to kill” + weak adv de. “but” + N M P d.a. o` “the ones; they” + I A I 3p siwpa,w – siōpaō “were keeping silent”)

kai. peribleya,menoj auvtou.j metV ovrgh/j( sullupou,menoj evpi. th/| pwrw,sei th/j kardi,aj auvtw/n le,gei tw/| avnqrw,pw|( :Ekteinon th.n cei/raÅ kai. evxe,teinen kai. avpekatesta,qh h` cei.r auvtou/Å
3:5 And after looking around at them with anger, grieved at their hardness of heart, He said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” (c.c. kai. “and” + A M P N M S perible,pw – periblepō “having looked around at” + Ac M 3p pro auvto,j “them” + prep w/ G F S meta, ovrgh, – orgē “with anger/indignation” + + P P P N M S sullupe,w – sullupeō (1x) “being grieved by/with” + prep w/ D F S w/d.a. evpi. h` pw,rwsij – pōrōsis “upon/at the hardness” + G F S w/d.a. h` kardi,a – kardia “of the heart” + G M 3p pro auvto,j “of them” + P A I 3s le,gw “he says/said” + D M S w/d.a. o` a;nqrwpoj “to the man” +   A A Ip 2s evktei,nw – ekteinō “stretch out/extend” + Ac F S w/d.a. h` cei,r “the hand”) And he stretched it out, and his hand was restored.  (c.c. kai. “and” + A A I 3s evktei,nw (GT = evxe,teinen) “he stretched out” + c.c. kai. “and” + N F S w/d.a. h` cei.r “the hand” + G M 3s pro auvto,j “of him; his” + A P I 3s avpokaqista,nw – apokathistanō (GT = avpekatesta,qh) “was restored” (“whole as the other” is a scribal addition, from Lk))

1) Christ now uses this opportunity to point out the hypocrisy of the Pharisees and refute their challenge to Him regarding Sabbath.

2) According to Matthew’s account, the fullest narrative in the Synoptics, He first asked a question designed to demonstrate they did not even live up to their own standards, but condemned others based on those legalistic standards.  Mt 9:11-12

a) although Pharisaic tradition demanded that an infirm person should wait until Sabbath ended to be healed, if an animal fell into a pit, well, or other dangerous hole, it was permissible to pull them out

b) by specifying “one sheep”, He assigns supreme worth to the animal

c) just as there is no commandment in the Law that any animal was to be left in danger, neither was there any prohibition against working to assist another person in need, Sabbath or not

d) vs 11 is a rhetorical question, demanding a negative answer – of course none of them would allow this single, valuable animal to die unnecessarily

e) therefore, their logic should have led them to the correct conclusion that a man is all the more to be assisted or healed

3) Next He calls upon this man, who had evidently been sitting quietly in the audience, to stand up and come forward to Him.

4) The synagogue was constructed with shelves at the back of the room to hold the Scrolls, a raised platform in front of that shelf for the speaker to stand on, and the audience sitting in the middle of the room to the back.

5) So Christ calls this man from the back of the room to come stand in front of Him, which would place him in the middle of the room (mesos – middle or center), so that everyone, including the Pharisees, could see what was happening.

6) Christ knew what effect this demonstration of Truth would have (cp Mk 10:33-34), but He did not allow His well-being to overshadow His obligation to teach the Truth.

7) The confrontation had centered on God’s opinion of healing on Sabbath, is it lawful/ permitted, so Jesus would present verification that what He taught was true.

8) In other words, either He spoke on behalf of God, or God was displeased with Him (but allowed Him to perform miracles anyway).

9) Principle: when negative volition cannot resist or refute the Truth, it still refuses to accept it;  we must not allow this to interfere with our responsibility to present it.

10) We must remember that according to the Pharisees, any action that produced or consumed energy was considered work, whether beneficial or harmful.

11) This would supposedly include the “effort” involved in healing an individual by tapping into the Omnipotence of God!

12) Since it is never permissible to do evil, kill, and destroy, logically one should conclude it is always permissible to do good, rescue, and save.

13) His question is designed to make these opponents realize that if they did not do good, they would perpetuate an undesirable situation, which would be to do harm/evil.

14) Since the Pharisees did not have the ability to heal, the issue of the man with the withered hand was a moot point for them; the issue was whether doing whatever good is within one’s power was permissible or not.

15) The Pharisees, recognizing that there was only one possible answer to His question, decided not to respond at all, rather than agree with Him.  cp Mk 11:30-33

16) Jesus responded with the righteous indignation their stubborn refusal to accept the truth called for – the word for angry (orgē) is a settled, reasoned emotional response rather than a sudden outburst of temper (thumos).

17) His recognition of their thoughts (Lk 6:8) led Him to a certain amount of sorrow; the fact that they could remain so obstinate in their negative volition produced the unpleasant reaction of godly grief.

18) The cause of this grief was the hardness of the heart (sing) displayed:

a) the word pōrōsis was originally used of a type of marble

b) it came to mean the callous formed on a broken bone or on the hand, from repeated stress to a particular area

c) just as a hard lump of skin formed on the hand becomes insensitive to pain or touch, a hardened heart becomes insensitive to God and His Word

d) repeatedly refusing to correct one’s thinking results in the hvpt becoming harder and more difficult to overcome (though it is still sinful)

e) the thinking processes of these men had become so inflexible that it became impossible for them to consider anything other than their own convictions

19) The recognition that those who do not care for the Truth will consistently find ways to justify their failures gives us understanding of the fact that God hardens the heart, without affecting volition.

a) through Omniscience, God knows if an individual will accept or reject the Truth, and under what circumstances – Ac 26:14-16

b) since the unbelieving will never repent, God uses them to bring glory to His Name, through the events of their lives as the Positive observe their DD – Ex 7:3

c) regardless of the claims of Calvinism, this hardening is carried out in the soul of the unbelieving, not by God Himself – Pr 28:14 “How blessed is the man who fears always, But he who hardens his heart will fall into calamity.”
d) this hardening can occur in the believer as well as the unbeliever, when BD taught is rejected, rationalized, or refused; the effect is disastrous – Heb 3:14-19

e) those who accept and apply difficult doctrines also prove that those who rejected them are without excuse – Eph 4:17-19 cp Rom 1:20-21

20) Application:  the grief we feel when others reject what we know to be most important is not caused by our superiority, but by their refusal to accept what is good.

21) Although men see and hear the actions and words of those who reject the Truth, the Lord looks past these to the root cause; we must also recognize that those who are negative will say and do whatever is necessary for their own self-justification, but the underlying cause is nothing more than denial of God’s Will.

22) The primary purpose for setting aside the Sabbath as a day of rest was to allow reflection and worship of the Lord, not to avoid any action whatsoever.  Ex 20:8-11

23) It is noteworthy that the tradition of the elders forbade healing by touch, but in this instance Christ did not make contact with the man, only telling him to Stretch out your hand.

24) So He has placed a double challenge before them – they sought to accuse Him of violating the traditions, yet He made no physical contact (and was still obviously responsible for the man’s restoration).

25) The complete restoration to its original condition demanded Divine empowerment, familiar to these students of the OT from 1Kin 13:4-6.

If You Can’t Argue with Results…

kai. evxelqo,ntej oi` Farisai/oi euvqu.j meta. tw/n ~Hrw|dianw/n sumbou,lion evdi,doun katV auvtou/ o[pwj auvto.n avpole,swsinÅ

3:6 And the Pharisees went out and immediately began taking counsel with the Herodians against Him, as to how they might destroy Him. (c.c. & A A P N M P    kai. evxe,rcomai – exerchomai “and having gone out” + N M P w/d.a. o` Farisai/oj “the Pharisees” + adv euvqu.j “immediately” + I A I 3p di,dwmi – didōmi (GT = evdi,doun) “were giving” + Ac N S sumbou,lion – sumboulion “counsel/consultation” (comp – “a joint decision”) + prep w/ G M P w/d.a. meta. o` ~Hrw|dianoi, “with the Herodians” + prep w/ G M 3s kata, auvto,j “against him” + adv o[pwj “how” + A A S 3p avpo,llumi – apollumi (GT = avpole,swsin) “they might destroy/ruin” + Ac M 3s pro auvto,j “him”)

1) In Mk 2:12 the reaction of the crowd to a miraculous healing was presented, here we have the reaction of the religious leaders.

2) These men, who had studied and trained so as to become experts in God’s Plan, reacted to Christ’s performing good on Sabbath by plotting to perform the ultimate evil on Sabbath.

3) Their hatred was based on the fact that He refused to elevate their traditions to the level of Scripture, and denied the validity of their established religion. cp Mk 7:5-8

4) Since they could not refute the wisdom of Jesus’ teaching, and could not deny that a legitimate miracle had taken place, they fell back on the only approach to His ministry they could find.  cp Ac 4:13-17

5) These religious Jews, for whom socialization with anyone not of their party meant excommunication, found the strangest of allies in the political, secular party of the Herodians.

6) A parallel is seen in the ecumenical movements of our time, the political activism of the Church, even the suggestion that Christians should join the military at the expense of face to face teaching.

7) It is not that we should avoid all contact with the outside world, rather believers must not choose the secular world at the expense of BD.  1Cor 5:10 cp Js 4:4

8) This group is only mentioned one other time, in Mt 22:16 & Mk 12:13, in the last week of Christ’s ministry:

a) they were political supporters of the Herodian dynasty

b) they preferred direct, secular rule by Herod Antipas as opposed to Roman rule

c) their connection with the Pharisees seems to have been one of convenience, since Christ was stirring up the political aspirations of the Jews toward a Theocracy

d) since the general populace was rallying around Jesus as their new King (Jn 6:15), the Herodians had a vested interest in neutralizing His momentum

9) The word for destroy (apollumi) means to utterly and completely ruin, and included murder if necessary.  cp Mt 2:13c “…for Herod is going to search for the Child to destroy Him.”  Jn 11:49-53

10) This illustrates the depths of hypocrisy to which religious types will sink: they criticized Jesus for healing on the Sabbath contrary to their laws, but thought nothing of plotting the death of a Man of God on Sabbath (and that with atheistic amoralists!).

11) Although their pretense was zeal for the Law, Lk 6:11 gives their real motivation – “they were filled with rage”(the word for “rage” is anoia, meaning “not thinking”, or no longer acting rationally).

12) Herod had already imprisoned John the Baptist for proclaiming the Truth, now the Pharisees saw in the secular government the opportunity to achieve what they alone could not.  cp Ac 12:1-3

13) This verse marks the end of the first public tour of the Galilean ministry.

A Strategic Withdrawal

Mt 12:15-21 & Mk 3:7-12

Kai. o` VIhsou/j meta. tw/n maqhtw/n auvtou/ avnecw,rhsen pro.j th.n qa,lassan( kai. polu. plh/qoj avpo. th/j Galilai,aj Îhvkolou,qhsenÐ( kai. avpo. th/j VIoudai,aj
3:7 And Jesus withdrew to the sea with His disciples; (c.c. kai. & N M S w/d.a.           o` VIhsou/j “and Jesus” avnacwre,w – anachōreō “withdrew” (lit – “to move again”) + prep w/ G M P w/d.a. meta. o` maqhth,j – mathētēs “with the disciples” + G M 3s pro auvto,j “of him; his” + prep w/ Ac F S w/d.a. pro.j h` qa,lassa – thalassa “to the sea”) and a great multitude from Galilee followed; and also from Judea, (c.c. kai. “and” + N N S adj & n polu,j plh/qoj – plēthos “a great multitude” + prep w/ Ab F S w/d.a. avpo. h` Galilai,a “from the region of Galilee” + A A I 3s avkolouqe,w – akoloutheō “followed” + c.c. (adj) kai. “and also” + prep w/ Ab F S w/d.a. avpo. h` VIoudai,a “from the region of Judea”)

kai. avpo. ~Ierosolu,mwn kai. avpo. th/j VIdoumai,aj kai. pe,ran tou/ VIorda,nou kai. peri. Tu,ron kai. Sidw/na( plh/qoj polu. avkou,ontej o[sa evpoi,ei h=lqon pro.j auvto,nÅ
3:8 and from Jerusalem, and from Idumea, and beyond the Jordan, and the vicinity of Tyre and Sidon, (c.c. kai. “and” + prep w/ Ab N P avpo. ~Ieroso,luma “from Jerusalem” + c.c. kai. “and” + Ab F S w/d.a. avpo. h` VIdoumai,a “from the region of Idumea” + c.c. kai. “and” + prep w/ G M S w/d.a. pe,ran o` VIorda,nhj “beyond/on the other side of the Jordan River” + c.c. kai. “and” + prep w/ Ac F S & c.c. peri. Tu,roj kai. Sidw,n “around/the vicinity of Tyre and Sidon”) a great multitude heard of all that He was doing and came to Him. (N N S adj & n polu,j plh/qoj (emph pos) “a great multitude” + P A P N M P avkou,w – akouō “hearing” + Ac N P rel pro o[soj “how much” + I A I 3s poie,w – poieō “he was doing” + A A I 3p e;rcomai – erchomai (GT = h=lqon) “they came” + prep w/ Ac M 3s pro pro.j auvto,j “to him”)

1) Knowing the plans of the Pharisees to destroy Him, Christ now withdraws to a safer environment, lest their evil plots interfere with His ministry.

2) It is not that He retreated in fear, since He knew that no man would be able to harm Him until the proper hour had arrived.  cp Jn 7:30, 13:1

3) Rather, the crowds were becoming too boisterous and were uninterested in His teaching, so He removed Himself from the town limits as a way to thin out the thrill seekers and discover who would follow Him for His teaching.  cp Mt 8:19-20

4) Although a great multitude followed Him, this is a far cry from “the whole city” of Mk 1:33, so His plan was successful, if only in a limited way.

5) From Mt 12:15-16 we know that many who had various diseases also followed Him, and He did perform miracles for their benefit; His instructions to those He had healed, however, demonstrate that His primary intention was to escape the notice of the crowds so as to focus on teaching His disciples. 

6) We may presume, based on 3:14-19, that all 12 of the disciples were by now present, although they had not yet been given the status of apostles; their interest in His ministry extended beyond the superficial attitude of the crowds.

7) As seen from Mt 4:25 and Lk 5:17, the crowds had already gathered into town from all over the country, from the northern-most regions of Israel (Galilee) and beyond (Tyre and Sidon).

8) Whether the Pharisees followed Him as “disciples” or not is unclear; we may presume they did, since their interest in His ministry would not have changed with their decision to murder Him if necessary.

9) Now we have record that great crowds of people from the southern-most regions of Israel (Judea and Jerusalem) and beyond (Idumea) also followed Him, as well as Gentiles from East of Israel proper (beyond the Jordan).

10) Idumea was the narrow strip of inhabitable land running roughly from the Dead Sea to the Red Sea, approx. 100 x 20 miles.

11) Although He would later visit these areas (Mk 7:24, 10:1), for now He seeks to escape the crowds to further His primary mission: training the positive.

12) Thousands of people had journeyed two to five days to witness the events of Christ’s ministry (cp Jn 6:10), making them all culpable for what they heard.  cp Mt 11:21-24

13) There is a pretended enthusiasm displayed by many toward a correctly functioning ministry, who then decide rigid adherence to the Truth requires too much effort: 

a) this does not relieve them of the responsibility to follow the Truth, nor does it make them blameless in their failure to apply.

b) in fact, it makes them even more culpable, since they have heard the Truth, identified it as such, then rejected it as their MPR

14) What prompted these people to follow Christ and His disciples was not the teaching, however, as seen in the phrase all that He was doing, as opposed to “all He was teaching”.

15) It cannot be overstated that then, as now, the people sought the overt blessing in neglect of the spiritual; Christ used the opportunity to proclaim the Truth, whether they were interested or not (a valuable lesson for us as well).

16) Mt 12:17-21 documents that Christ was not seeking public adulation, political success, or military domination by these actions, in fact He warned the people “not to make Him known” for exactly the opposite reason – in order to “proclaim justice” without the distraction of thrill seekers.

Hysteria vs. Positive Volition

kai. ei=pen toi/j maqhtai/j auvtou/ i[na ploia,rion proskarterh/| auvtw/| dia. to.n o;clon i[na mh. qli,bwsin auvto,n\
3:9 And He told His disciples that a boat should stand ready for Him because of the multitude, in order that they might not crowd Him; (c.c. & A A I 3s kai. ei=pon (Aor of legō) “and he told/spoke” + D M P w/d.a. o` maqhth,j “to the disciples” + G M 3s pro auvto,j “of him; his” + sub con i[na (ind disc) “that” + N N S ploia,rion – ploiarion “a small boat; a skiff” + P A S 3s proskartere,w – proskartereō “should stand ready” +     D M 3s auvto,j “for him” + prep w/ Ac M S w/d.a. dia. o` o;cloj – ochlos “because of the crowd/mob” + sub con i[na “in order that” + neg ptcl w/ P A S 3p mh.  qli,bw – thlibō “they might not press/oppress/afflict” + Ac M 3s pro auvto,j “him”)

pollou.j ga.r evqera,peusen( w[ste evpipi,ptein auvtw/| i[na auvtou/ a[ywntai o[soi ei=con ma,stigajÅ
 3:10 for He had healed many, with the result that all those who had afflictions pressed about Him in order to touch Him. (exp con ga.r “for” + A A I 3s qerapeu,w – therapeuō “he had healed” + Ac M P adj polu,j “many” + infer con (res) w[ste “so that; with the result that” + N M P rel pro o[soj “all who; as many as” + I A I 3p e;cw “were having” + Ac F P ma,stix – mastix (GT = ma,stigaj) “afflictions” (lit – “a scourge/ whipping”) + P A If evpipi,ptw – epipiptō “pressing upon” (lit – “to fall upon”) + D M 3s pro auvto,j “on him” + sub con (purp) i[na “in order that” + A M S 3p a[ptw – haptō “they might touch/take hold” + G M S auvto,j “of him”)

1) The efforts to escape the crowds of thrill seekers has had limited success, but the masses of people still threatened to defeat Christ’s teaching with their hysterical attempts to be healed and witness other miracles.

2) As in the first instance of teaching by the sea, Christ command that a boat be readied and reserved, in case the crowd turned riotous.  cp Lk 5:1-3

3) This word translated stand ready is proskartereō, meaning be constantly devoted to a particular purpose (cp Ac 2:46) – a potential need for escape was becoming a reality.

4) The word crowd is actually ochlos, which means a noisy mob, a riot.  cp Mt 9:23;   Ac 24:12 “And neither in the temple, nor in the synagogues, nor in the city itself did they find me carrying on a discussion with anyone or causing a riot.”
5) That these people were not interested in His teaching becomes undeniable; how could anyone be expected to communicate anything with this horde of people swarming all over the communicator?

6) Application: the need for decorum in the LCh is not a matter of preference or personal opinion, it is required if any edification is to occur.  cp 1Cor 14:23f

7) Jesus did not fear for His safety, although it was possible He might be injured in the melee; rather, He realized that the mob was taking no consideration of what He had to say, and instead were attempting to force Him to fill their needs regardless of His primary purpose.  Jn 6:15

8) Mark alone reports that He commanded a boat be prepared and reserved for His use, and the reason for its necessity.

9) The boat was actually a small skiff, or rowboat, about 16 x 8 ft; this would be useless as a way of escape on the open sea, but it would allow Him to move several feet off-shore to force the crowd to calm down.

10) The euphemistic translation they might not crowd Him is far too weak – the word thlibō means to press almost to the point of crushing, to restrict, to oppress, and is a graphic description of a Man being besieged by this unthinking stampede of gawkers. cp Mt 7:14; 2Cor 4:8

11) The phrase He had healed many is a summary of the past several days, and again gives the motivation of the crowd; what He had taught was not their concern, it was the miracles He had performed that drew this multitude to Him.

12) So the people who had various afflictions thronged around Him in order to be healed, while the onlookers either brought the infirm or milled about watching the show.

13) Another mild translation, pressed about Him, renders the word epipiptō as an almost sterile action, when in fact they were falling upon and around Him, practically throwing themselves toward Him in an attempt to make contact.

14) It would seem obvious that if this Man could heal via physical contact, He would also have authority to heal without a touch, but this simple logical conclusion failed the people in their hysteria.  cp Mt 8:8-10

15) While it is true that these people were demonstrating a certain amount of faith in Jesus as a Healer, whether or not they believed He was Messiah or just a miracle worker is not specified in our passage;  it is probable that both opinions were present (not that it mattered to the people).  cp Jn 7:40-43

16) Again the fact that this crowd was acting against the best interests of Christ’s ministry should be clear; the standard reaction to His teaching was violation of it.

The Demons React As Well

kai. ta. pneu,mata ta. avka,qarta( o[tan auvto.n evqew,roun( prose,pipton auvtw/| kai. e;krazon le,gonta o[ti Su. ei= o` ui`o.j tou/ qeou/Å
3:11 And whenever the unclean spirits beheld Him, they would fall down before Him and cry out, saying, “You are the Son of God!” (c.c. kai. “and” + adv o[tan – hotan “whenever” + N N P n & adj w/d.a. to. pneu/ma to. avka,qartoj – pneuma akathartos “the unclean spirits” + I A I 3p qewre,w – theōreō “they were beholding/ perceiving” + Ac M 3s pro auvto,j “him” + I A I 3p prospi,ptw – prospipto “they were falling before” + D M 3s pro auvto,j “to him” + c.c. kai. “and” + I A I 3p kra,zw – kradzō “they were crying/calling out” +  P A P N N P le,gw “saying” + exp con (ind disc) o[ti + N 2s pro & P I 2s su, eivmi, “you yourself are” + N M S w/d.a. o` ui`o.j “the son” + G M S w/d.a. o` qeo,j “of the God”)

kai. polla. evpeti,ma auvtoi/j i[na mh. auvto.n fanero.n poih,swsinÅ
3:12 And He earnestly warned them not to make Him known. (c.c. kai. “and” + adv (neuter form - polla.) polu,j “much; greatly” + I A I 3s evpitima,w – epitimaō “he was rebuking” + D N 3p pro auvto,j “to them” + sub con (purp) i[na “in order that” + neg ptcl w/ A A S 3p mh. poie,w – poieō (GT = poih,swsin) “they might not make/cause” + Ac M 3s pro auvto,j “him” + Ac M S adj fanero,j – phaneros “recognized; well-known”)

1) One form of “afflictions” mentioned in vs 10 was demon possession; Christ did not limit His ministry to healing the physically afflicted only.

2) Perhaps these unclean spirits were brought in their hosts by friends or family, or perhaps they sought out Christ in order to interfere with His teaching.

3) The reaction was consistent and uniform, they threw the body of their host at the very feet of Jesus (prospiptō), and verbally assaulted Him.

4) The word for beheld Him is theōreō, the word from which we get our English “theory”, for an explanation based on observation of available information.

5) The idea is that these unclean spirits would observe Christ, realize who He was, and then their actions began.

6) The humanity of Jesus was evidently not known to the demons, although they recognized that He was Messiah based on the information they possessed.

7) As seen in 1:34, these fallen angels had known the pre-incarnate Christ as the Second Person of the Godhead; it was a short step to identify this human as the incarnate God-Man.

8) They also knew the time was fulfilled for Messiah’s appearance, and had no trouble believing that this Man was who He claimed to be (unlike the religious Pharisees).

9) As they prostrated themselves before the Lord, they attempted to give verbal witness to Him, saying many things but mainly testifying that He was the Son of God.

10) As before, this was an attempt to terrify the crowd as well as give the appearance that they were in league with Him, and vice versa.

11) Application: not all who claim to be “Positive” are, and in fact it is possible and likely they are working against your best interests; compare their claims with BD.

12) Christ’s response was uniform when dealing with these corrupt and devious spirits, He refused to debate, argue, or accept their verbal tirades.

13) The neuter form of polus with epitimaō indicates that He did not just warn them to be silent, He gave repeated and strenuous orders for them to stop speaking.

14) This is the same word as was seen in 1:25, in the first recorded contact with an unclean spirit, and means to pass judgment or assess someone as deserving of censure, with no expected mental adjustment, only a physical change of behavior.

15) Although the first encounter with an unclean spirit had attempted to plant false ideas about Messiah into the minds of those in the synagogue, these spirits sought to affect the crowd that had followed Christ in another way.

16) They had observed the mob following Christ, and realized that under such conditions no teaching could occur; they attempted to stoke the fires of hysteria to make it even more difficult to communicate the Truth.

17) Principle: the demons and those under their sway do not care what people think about God, as long as it is not the pure Truth – if someone demonstrates Positive Volition, their attack turns to subverting the Truth to whatever degree possible.

18) The word phaneros refers to something so easily recognizable as to be immediately apparent and unable to be hidden.  cp 1Tim 4:15 “Take pains with these things; be absorbed in them, so that your progress may be evident to all.”
19) It was this unnecessary interest that Christ avoided, since it drew attention away from His proclamation and stirred undue excitement on His miracles.

20) Matthew’s account gives the added information that Christ also warned the people He had healed not to spread the news about Him, although it seems obvious they disregarded the command.

21) Matthew also gives the OT quotation from Isa 42:1-4 (LXX) that points out Christ did not seek or want attention from the crowds until and unless the Father brought it to Him.  Mt 12:16-21

a) the LXX changes the MT from “Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom My soul delights” to “Jacob is my servant, I will help him: Israel is my chosen, my soul has accepted him”; the inspired NT corrects the text

b) Isa 42:2 has Messiah as refusing to cause His voice to be heard, or seeking an inappropriate audience; Mt changes from the Active Voice to the Passive, meaning Christ would not only refuse to seek such an audience, He would prevent it as well

c) the word for “quarrel” is not found in the MT or LXX; it refers to an angry exchange of verbal insults, the kind of argument Christ refused to promote with the unclean spirits

d) His gentle and non-combative nature extends only “until” He has accomplished the mission of His 1st Advent; after that He will definitely quarrel, make His voice heard in the street, break a battered reed, and put out a smoldering wick 

e) the MT and LXX both have “he shall bring forth judgment to truth”, but Matthew’s emphasis is directed towards the success of the Truth accomplished at the 1st Advent

f) Isa 42:1 and 4 both mention Gentiles: the crowds from Tyre and Sidon, the Decapolis, etc. directly fulfilled this prophecy of Christ’s ministry 

22) So the enemies of Christ had apparently learned the effect of the disobedient leper from 1:45 and now attempted to accomplish the same thing, in order to prevent the dissemination of the Truth to anyone in the mob that might be interested.

23) Christ’s reaction and response to this attack serves to instruct us what ours should be, when dealing with the stubborn refusal to accept the Truth.

The Selection of the Twelve

Mk 3:13-19 & Lk 6:12-16

Kai. avnabai,nei eivj to. o;roj kai. proskalei/tai ou]j h;qelen auvto,j( kai. avph/lqon pro.j auvto,nÅ
3:13 And He went up to the mountain and summoned those whom He Himself wanted, and they came to Him. (c.c. & P A I 3s kai. avnabai,nw – anabainō “and he goes/went up” + prep w/ Ac N S w/d.a. eivj to. o;roj – oros “unto the mountain” + c.c. w/ P M I 3s kai. proskale,w – proskaleō “and he calls to himself/summoned” + Ac M P rel pro o[j “those whom” + I A I 3s qe,lw (GT = h;qelen) “he was wanting” + N M 3s pro auvto,j “himself” + c.c. & A A I 3p kai. avpe,rcomai “and they came out” (i.e. from the crowd) + prep w/ Ac M 3s pro pro.j auvto,j “to him”)

kai. evpoi,hsen dw,deka i[na w=sin metV auvtou/ kai. i[na avposte,llh| auvtou.j khru,ssein
3:14 And He appointed twelve, that they might be with Him, and that He might send them out to preach, (c.c. & A A I 3s kai. poie,w – poieō “and he made/appointed” +    Ac M P card adj dw,deka – dōdeka “twelve” + sub con (purp) i[na “in order that” + P S 3p eivmi, (GT = w=sin) “they might remain” + prep w/ G M 3s pro meta, auvto,j “with him” + c.c. kai. “and” + sub con i[na “in order that” + P A S 3s avposte,llw – apostellō “he might send out” + Ac M 3p pro auvto,j “them” + P A If khru,ssw – kērussō “to proclaim”)

kai. e;cein evxousi,an evkba,llein ta. daimo,nia\
3:15 and to have authority to cast out the demons. (c.c. & P A If kai. e;cw “and to have/possess” + Ac F S evxousi,a – exousia “authority” + P A If evkba,llw “to cast out” + Ac N P w/d.a. to. daimo,nion – daimonion “the demons”)

1) Although Mt 10:1-2 also lists the names of the twelve disciples, that passage is not parallel to Mark and Luke’s listing.

a) Matthew does not give the chronological sequence involved in picking these men, but cp the phrase “it was at this time” of Lk 6:12

b) Mt 12 lists the plucking of grain on Sabbath incident, which Mark and Luke have already discussed (Mk 2:23 & Lk 6:1)

c) Mt 10 does not mention the mountain upon which Jesus prayed all night, but does record that Jesus sent them out to proclaim the gospel

d) the most logical harmonization would have the events of Mt 10:5f occurring as the parallel to our verses, but not presented in strict chronological order

e) Mt 11:1 says that after sending the disciples out, Jesus continued to teach

f) the second instance of the Sermon on the Mount would then have occurred while the disciples were gone – Lk 6:17-49

2) The time frame would therefore be mid-summer of 31 AD, before the Feast of Trumpets (Sept/Oct) but after Passover (Mar/Apr).

3) Although Mark says Christ went up to the mountain, which mountain is not given, nor is it important for the story; it was the largest mountain in the area, and deserted.

4) The number twelve could not have been accidental, it spoke of the ministry to Israel (the Twelve Tribes). cp Mt 10:5-6

5) The names of the twelve tribes are also connected with the names of the twelve Apostles in the construction of the New Jerusalem.  Rev 21:12-14

6) So a distinction must be maintained between the disciples of Christ and the twelve. cp Mk 2:15; Lk 10:1

7) Lk 6:17-19 records that a great mass of people were gathered, for the same reasons Mk 3:9-12 reports.

8) So there were some people who were following Christ for His teaching, though the majority were interested in being healed, delivered from possession, or to watch.

9) It was from this entire crowd of people that Jesus called the twelve men who would become front line Apostles – minus Judas, who was chosen in order to “fulfill the Scripture”.  cp Jn 13:18

10) The word translated appointed is the simple word for “to make”, and does not contain the idea of “ordaining” someone, as if there were a ceremony.

11) The addition of “designating them apostles” (NIV, W-H) is a scribal addition, copied from Lk 6:13, and is not present in the Greek text.

12) Mark does not record the reason for ascending the mountain, but His emphasis is on the authority given to the Servant to call His own servants, as seen in the phrase those whom He Himself wanted.

13) It should be obvious that regardless of who Jesus personally preferred, He recognized that the Father would guide Him to the “perfect” choice, and therefore those whom He wanted were the same as those whom the Father wanted.

14) The Church Age parallel is the appointment of deacons to assist the PT (Ac 6:1-6):

a) the PT’s responsibility is to study and teach to those who will listen

b) this does not mean all other concerns are to be ignored, however

c) while the PT may have to handle logistical matters at times, God has provided a system whereby men with certain spiritual gifts can be used to benefit the entire congregation, under the authority of the PT

d) just as the Apostles did not have greater authority than Christ, and just as their authority came from Christ, so deacons should seek to work in conjunction with the PT, following his teaching and submitting to his authority

e) a properly functioning Chain of Command brings blessings into the lives of the PT, the deacons themselves, the congregation, even those outside the LCh

15) The Imperfect of thelō indicates that He had determined that the men He had called were to be His apostles, but He did not presume to know better than God, and so submitted His decision to His Father.

16) The decision as to who to call was not one that could be made without direct guidance from God, and therefore, as Luke records, Christ spent the entire night in intense prayer.  Lk 6:12

17) Again the necessity of prayer is illustrated in the example set by Christ: after a full day of being accosted, jostled, and inundated by the riotous crowd, He spent all night in prayer, without sleep or (possibly) food.

18) Although He was no doubt exhausted, at daybreak He called these twelve men and gave them instructions as to how to fulfill their ministry as heralds for the King.

19) The seeming contradiction between being with Him and that He might send them out has to do with the proper function at the proper time; they must learn what they needed to know, then put that information to practical application, then return for more “lessons”.

20) Application: attendance in the LCh is not the fulfillment of the CWL, it is the opportunity to learn what we are to perform when in the world, and then performing it.  cp Js 2:17 “Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.”
21) The private instruction of Jesus to these men takes its fullest form in the second half of the Gospel, but the intimate relationship between them is now made clear; from this point, Mark refers to the disciples simply as “the twelve”.  cp Mk 4:10, 14:20

22) Matthew gives the fuller account of the authority these men were given, while Mark sums it up in the most dramatic of powers they now possessed.  cp Mt 10:5-16

23) The supernatural ability they were given to heal sickness, raise the dead, and cast out demons was, as with Christ Himself, proof they had been sent by God.  cp Ac 3:12-16

24) They had now been with Christ for about a year, it was time for them to gain first hand knowledge of what the ministry would entail.

25) Application – we have been learning for quite a while, now is the time to apply it.

The Names of the Twelve

kai. evpe,qhken o;noma tw/| Si,mwni Pe,tron(
3:16 [And He appointed the twelve:] Simon (to whom He gave the name Peter), (c.c. & A A I 3s kai. evpiti,qhmi – epitithēmi (GT = evpe,qhken) “and he placed upon/gave” +  Ac N S o;noma – onoma “a name” + D M S w/d.a. o` Si,mwn “to the Simon” + Ac M S (app to “name”) Pe,troj “Peter”)

kai. VIa,kwbon to.n tou/ Zebedai,ou kai. VIwa,nnhn to.n avdelfo.n tou/ VIakw,bou kai. evpe,qhken auvtoi/j ovno,ma Boanhrge,j( o[ evstin Ui`oi. Bronth/j\
3:17 and James, the son of Zebedee, and John the brother of James (to them He gave the name Boanerges, which means, “Sons of Thunder”); (c.c. kai. “and” +       Ac M S VIa,kwboj “Jacob/James” + Ac M S d.a. o` “the son” + G M S w/d.a. o` Zebedai/oj “of the Zebedee” + c.c. kai. “and” + Ac M S VIwa,nnhj “John” + Ac M S w/d.a. o` avdelfo,j “the brother” + G M S w/d.a. o` VIa,kwboj “of James” + c.c. & A A I 3s kai.  evpiti,qhmi “he placed upon/gave” + D M 3p pro auvto,j “them” + Ac N S o;noma “a name” Boanhrge,j “Boanerges” + Ac N S rel pro o[j “which” + P I 3s eivmi, “is/means” + N M P ui`o,j “sons” + G F S bronth, – brontē “of thunder”)

kai. VAndre,an kai. Fi,lippon kai. Barqolomai/on kai. Maqqai/on kai. Qwma/n kai. VIa,kwbon to.n tou/ ~Alfai,ou kai. Qaddai/on kai. Si,mwna to.n Kananai/on
3:18 and Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon the Zealot; (c.c. & Ac M S kai. VAndre,aj “and Andrew” + c.c. & Ac M S kai. Fi,lippoj “and Philip” + c.c. &       Ac M S kai. Barqolomai/oj “and Bartholomew” + c.c. & Ac M S kai. Maqqai/oj “and Matthew” + c.c. & Ac M S kai. Qwma/j “and Thomas” + c.c. & Ac M S kai. VIa,kwboj “and James” + Ac M S d.a. o` “the son” + G M S w/d.a. o` ~Alfai/oj “of Alphaeus” + c.c. & Ac M S kai. Qaddai/oj “and Thaddaeus” + c.c. & Ac M S kai. Si,mwn “and Simon” + Ac M S w/d.a. o` Kananai/oj – Kananaios “the zealot/nationalist”)

kai. VIou,dan VIskariw,q( o]j kai. pare,dwken auvto,nÅ
3:19 and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed Him. (c.c. & Ac M S kai. VIou,daj VIskariw,q – Iskariōth “and Judas Iscariot” + N M S rel pro o]j “who” + c.c. (adj) kai. “also” + A A I 3s paradi,dwmi – paradidōmi “gave over/betrayed” + Ac M 3s pro auvto,j “him”)

1) The phrase “and He appointed the twelve” is not found in most manuscripts (BYZ, W-H), but was enclosed in brackets in Nestle-Aland and the Western witnesses.

2) It was probably a scribal addition to smooth the reading after the comment regarding the casting out of demons from vs 15, but is unnecessary in the Greek (or Aramaic).

3) The complete list of Apostles occurs 4x in Scripture; a partial list is found in Jn 21:2. Mt 10:2-4; Lk 6:14-16; Ac 1:13 (without Judas)

4) Comparing the lists yields the following observations:

a) all the lists begin with Simon, due to his position as leader of the group and his later prominence in the Church

b) in the Gospels, Simon is always mentioned with the name Jesus had given him, Peter, to identify him by his Gentile name for Gentile readers – cp Jn 1:42

c) Andrew, James, and John are mentioned next, although in differing orders

d) the name given to James and John, Boanerges, only occurs in Mark

e) the Gospels place Philip and Bartholomew in conjunction, it is probable they were friends and Bartholomew is the Nathanael of Jn 1:45f and 21:2

f) only Matthew refers to himself as “the tax collector” – Mt 10:3

g) Thaddeus was also known as Judas the son of James – cp Jn 14:22

h) Judas Iscariot is always mentioned last, and always with the mention of his later betrayal – cp Jn 6:71, 12:4, 13:2, 26

5) Regarding Philip:

a) the Lord sought him out and called him while in Judea – Jn 1:43

b) he was from the same town as Simon and Andrew – Jn 1:44

c) it was he that brought Nathanael/Bartholomew to Jesus – Jn 1:45

d) he was evidently in charge of supplying food for the team – Jn 6:5-7

e) his Gentile name may account for the Gentiles contacting him with the request to see Jesus – Jn 12:21

f) he is last seen in the Upper Room after the Ascension – Ac 1:13

g) tradition says he spent his life ministering in Phrygia (northern Turkey) and was martyred there ca. 54 AD

6) Regarding Bartholomew:

a) his name means “Son of Tolmai”, and may have become his common name (like Barnabas)

b) his name is only mentioned in the lists of the Apostles

c) based on the identification with Nathanael in John’s Gospel:

(1) his hometown was Cana of Galilee, near Bethsaida – Jn 21:2

(2) he knew Philip, and was brought to the Lord by him – Jn 1:45-46

(3) had breakfast with the Lord after the Resurrection – Jn 21:12

d) he is last seen in the Upper Room after the Ascension – Ac 1:13

e) tradition says he ministered in India, where he was crucified

7) Regarding Thomas:

a) this name is the Greek transliteration of the Aramaic word for “twin” (~a'AT)

b) in the Synoptics, he is only mentioned in the lists of the Apostles

c) when he is mentioned in John:

(1) it is usually with the addition of “Didymus”, the Greek word for “twin”, suggesting some contact with Gentile Christians later

(2) he is seen to be both pessimistic and loyal – Jn 11:16

(3) was not present the first time the risen Lord manifested Himself to the other ten Apostles – Jn 20:24

(4) did not believe the initial report that Christ had risen – Jn 20:25 cp 28

(5) had breakfast with the risen Lord – Jn 21:12

d) he is last seen in the Upper Room – Ac 1:13

e) tradition says he ministered in Parthia (northern Iran and Afghanistan) and India, where he was martyred

8) Regarding James the son of Alphaeus:

a) this name occurs only in the four Apostolic lists

b) he may be identified with James the Less, of Mk 15:40, although not dogmatically

c) is last seen in the Upper Room – Ac 1:13

9) Regarding Thaddeus:

a) this name appears only in Mt and Mk, Luke records his name as Judas the son of James

b) the BYZ describes him as “Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus” in Mt 10:3, but this is not supported in the stronger witnesses

(1) the name Thaddeus means “large hearted”, or “courageous”

(2) it is probable a copyist added the Aramaic form Lebbaeus, since the other disciples have Aramaic names (except Andrew and Philip)

c) John refers to him as “Judas, not Iscariot” in Jn 14:22

d) he is last seen in Ac 1:13 also

e) tradition says he was crucified in Edessa (northern Greece) ca. 72 AD

10) Regarding Simon the Zealot:

a) similar to James of Alphaeus, he was given a descriptive title to avoid confusion with Simon Peter

b) the mistaken translation “Canaanite” is based on the Greek spelling for the Aramaic word  !a'n>q; – QaN’aN , which means an enthusiast or zealot

c) a political party called the Zealots was prevalent in Galilee, desiring the overthrow of Rome on purely secular grounds (and often resorting to violence); it is likely Simon had been associated with them to some degree or another, thus earning this nickname

d) his name only occurs in the Apostolic lists, and there seems to be no reference to him by another name in John

e) he is last seen in Ac 1:13

f) tradition says he was crucified in Britain ca. 74 AD

11) Regarding Judas Iscariot:

a) the meaning of Iscariot is from the Greek form of “man of Kerioth”, a town in Judea, indicating that Judas was the only Judean disciple

b) outside the Apostolic lists, the first chronological mention of his relationship with Jesus is Jn 12:4-8, when he became indignant at the “waste” of perfume used to anoint Jesus

(1) he was the treasurer for the group

(2) he was consistently stealing from the money supply

(3) 300 denarii would be roughly worth over $10,000 today

c) by attaching himself to Messiah’s ministry, he attempted to insure himself of financial gain after the Kingdom was established

d) when Christ announced His imminent death, Judas realized he would not profit in that way, and so betrayed Christ to the priests for 30 pieces of silver (approx. $1200)

e) was involved in the occult – Jn 13:2

f) after Jesus’ arrest and conviction, he was overcome with remorse, and attempted to return the money – Mt 27:3

g) he then attempted to hang himself – Mt 27:5

h) for the description of his actual death, see Ac 1:18

After the Return of the Disciples

Mt 11:2-30 & Mk 3:20-35 & Lk 8:19-21, 11:14-28

Kai. e;rcetai eivj oi=kon\ kai. sune,rcetai pa,lin o;cloj( w[ste mh. du,nasqai auvtou.j mhde. a;rton fagei/nÅ
3:20 And He came home, and the multitude gathered again, to such an extent that they could not even eat a meal. (c.c. & P D I 3s kai, e;rcomai “and he comes/came” + prep w/ Ac M S eivj oi=koj – oikos “unto/into a house” + c.c. kai. “and” + N M S o;cloj – ochlos “a crowd” + P D I 3s sune,rcomai – sunerchomai “came together/gathered” + adv pa,lin “again” + infer con (res) w[ste “with the result that; so that” + neg ptcl w/ P D If mh. du,namai – dunamai “were not able” + Ac M 3p pro auvto,j “them/they” + neg ptcl (asc) mhde. “not even” + A A If (emph pos) evsqi,w – esthiō (GT = fagei/n) “to eat” +        Ac M S a;rtoj – artos “bread/food/a meal”)

1) The discourse of Mt 10:5-11:1 was given to the disciples, they were sent out on their first missionary journey, then returned to Jesus.

2) Immediately after He sent them out, the second Sermon on the Mount was given to the assembled crowd. Lk 6:20-49

3) The healing of the centurion’s slave in Capernaum also occurred prior to our verse, as recorded in Lk 7:1-10.

4) The disciples of John the Baptist had also been sent to question Jesus on behalf of John, and Christ had given the testimony regarding John, seen in Mt 11:2-30.

5) Lk 7:11 reports that His disciples were with Him in the village of Nain, evidently that was where He met them after their trip.  cp Mt 11:1 “And it came about that when Jesus had finished giving instructions to His twelve disciples, He departed from there to teach and preach in their cities.”
6) So the testimony for John had occurred previous to the healing in Nain, but Luke reports the incident in the middle of the passage dealing with Christ’s teaching while the disciples were travelling throughout Israel.

7) Also during their absence, Christ had dinner with Simon the Pharisee, and forgave a woman classified as a “sinner”.  Lk 7:36f

8) So vs 20 deals with the time-frame after Christ and the disciples had returned, and Mark makes no mention of their absence or the events that occurred at that time.

9) Although it is not mentioned specifically, it is logical to presume that the house was Simon’s, especially since the Lord’s family was not present.  cp v 21

10) The reaction of the multitude was the same, they mobbed Simon’s house to such an extent that normal life became impossible.

11) The Present Tense of sunerchomai shows that this went on all day long; as soon as one person or group would leave, more would show up to take their place.

12) The statement they could not even eat a meal indicates again that the crowd was a tumultuous rabble, not even showing the common courtesy of allowing the simplest of meals to be consumed in their quest for entertainment.

13) Even after Christ and the disciples had been gone for some time, the people of Capernaum refused to calm down long enough to pay attention to His teaching; they still imposed their will over the Lord’s.  cp Mt 11:23-24

Messiah Has Lost His Mind

kai. avkou,santej oi` parV auvtou/ evxh/lqon krath/sai auvto,n\ e;legon ga.r o[ti evxe,sthÅ
3:21 And when His own people heard of this, they went out to take custody of Him; (c.c. + A A P N M P kai. avkou,w – akouō “and having heard of this” + N M P d.a. o` “the ones” + prep w/ G M 3s pro para, auvto,j “from him” + A A I 3p evxe,rcomai (GT = evxh/lqon) “went out” + A A If krate,w – krateō “to seize forcibly” + Ac M 3s pro auvto,j “him”) for they were saying, “He has lost His senses.” (exp con ga.r “for/because” +    I A I 3p le,gw “they were saying” + exp con (ind disc) o[ti “that” + A A I 3s evxi,sthmi – existēmi “he lost his mind”)

1) A common experience amongst the positive is well meaning family members attempting to “straighten them out”, from concern that their Positive Volition is leading them to make foolish decisions.

2) Here we have the ultimate example of that test, and from the family members of the Christ, the Son of God.

3) Roman society was full of examples of this as well, as unbelieving “friends” tried to persuade their Christian associates to avoid suffering by turning away from this new religion, and so Mark includes this account by way of encouragement to his readers.

4) Often those of a close relationship, family or friend, will become concerned that we are in a “cult”, due to our refusal to compromise BD; when this test comes your way, recognize that others have faced, and passed, it before you.

5) Vs 31 makes it clear that a familial relationship is intended by the Greek phrase “the ones alongside/from Him”. cp Jn 7:29 “I know Him; because I am from Him, and He sent Me”
6) According to Jn 7:5, Jesus’ earthly brothers had not yet believed in Him as Christ, and they saw Him as having been carried away by His religious enthusiasm.

7) Perhaps Mary was concerned for His safety, as she began to see the religious authorities plotting His demise; perhaps she was unduly influenced by her remaining sons – in either event she should have known better.  cp Lk 2:34-35

8) The word existēmi refers not to madness as insanity (mai,nomai – mainomai), but in a state of mental instability, as if the labors of His ministry had driven Him beyond His limits and He was becoming overwhelmed.

9) So, whether well meaning or not, they determined they would have to save Him from Himself, which meant they would have to restrain Him until He returned to normal.

10) The English take custody does not quite do justice to the Greek, krateō means a forcible seizure, to grasp with no intention of releasing.  cp Mk 14:1 “…the chief priests and the scribes were seeking how to seize Him by stealth, and kill Him”
11) Application: others will attempt to correct your “overzealous” approach to BD, in some cases from hostility, but in many cases from misinformed good intentions.

12) While these good intentions are usually completely sincere, they miss the point of devotion to God – the final evaluation from these people who do not care for God’s Plan (regardless of their claims) is that those who do strive to fulfill His Will must have some mental problem.

13) The Doctrine of Separation is called for under these circumstances, as seen in Christ’s response.  vss 31-35

The Experts Pass Judgment

kai. oi` grammatei/j oi` avpo. ~Ierosolu,mwn kataba,ntej e;legon o[ti Beelzebou.l e;cei kai. o[ti evn tw/| a;rconti tw/n daimoni,wn evkba,llei ta. daimo,niaÅ
3:22 And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying, (c.c. & N M P w/d.a. kai. o` grammateu,j “and the scribes” + N M P d.a. o` “the ones” + A A P N M P katabai,nw – katabainō “having come down” + prep w/ Ab N P avpo. ~Ieroso,luma “from Jerusalem” + I A I 3p le,gw “were saying” + exp con (ind disc) o[ti “that”) “He is possessed by Beelzebul,” and “He casts out the demons by the ruler of the demons.” (P A I 3s e;cw “he has” + Ac M S prop n Beelzebou,l “Beelzebul” + c.c. kai. “and” + exp con (ind disc) o[ti “that” + prep w/ I M S w/d.a. evn o` a;rcwn – archōn “by the power of the ruler” + G N P w/d.a. o` daimo,nion “of the demons” + P A I 3s evkba,llw “he casts out” + Ac N P w/d.a. to. daimo,nion “the demons”)

1) The attempts of the demons to appear to be in league with Christ had reached some people, the irony is that it was those who claimed to be beyond deception.

2) Matthew’s account gives a more full account of the actual events leading up to this blasphemous accusation, and the reason for this particular statement.  Mt 12:22-24

a) his use of to,te sets this up as a sequential event – Jesus’ earthly family was now moving to take custody, but before they arrived, the following occurred

b) a blind and mute man had been brought to His presence, and Christ had cast out the demon responsible – cp Lk 11:14

c) this was more incontrovertible (unable to be disputed) evidence that a Man working miracles, with authority greater than the demons, was present

d) the people standing by were wondering amongst themselves as to the meaning of these extraordinary events – “This man cannot be the Son of David, can he?”

e) Matthew’s account shows that the Pharisees were also present, but doubtless their lackeys, the scribes, were sent in to give the “official” explanation for these miracles

f) since they could not bring themselves to admit Christ was right (which would mean they were wrong), they did not deny that a miracle had taken place, only that Christ was a true man of God

3) Luke’s account basically follows Matthew’s (Lk 11:14-15):

a) while not recording the crowd’s thoughts, he notes they did not come to any definite conclusions, but were only amazed and astounded at what they had seen

b) by not mentioning the scribes or Pharisees, he indicates that their argument had been received by some of the people present

4) Since Jerusalem is the center of the worship of Yhwh, one is always spoken of as “having come down” from there, regardless of geography. cp Gal 1:18 “Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to become acquainted with Cephas…”
5) The plural of Jerusalem is used to indicate all parts of the city; Pharisees and scribes came not just from the Temple or Sanhedrin, but from every suburb or district.

6) The Aorist Ptc of katabainō also shows that these men were not newcomers, it was the same men who had been watching Him looking for opportunity to accuse.

7) Since they had been unable to refute His teachings, they must give themselves some excuse to reject His ministry, this attempt is yet another straw to be grasped.

8) Again the Word of God emphasizes that those who do not seek the Truth will find some excuse to reject it, even against all possible logic or reason.

9) Very few people who reject the Truth will admit that they are disinterested in God’s Word, usually they will find some reason that justifies their negative volition – do not be deceived by their excuses, recognize them as such and apply accordingly.

10) An unstated, but equally important question is that if He did indeed cast out these demons by calling upon the power of Satan, how did He heal physical illnesses?

11) Modern scoffers and liberal “interpreters” have the luxury of denying the historical accuracy of the Bible, but the obvious question to their attack is why these men did not deny the actual miracle, but instead attacked its source?  cp 2Pet 1:16 “For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty.”
12) These men could not deny that Christ was performing miracles in their midst, so they denied that He did so by the power He claimed for Himself.  cp 2:7-12

13) Principle: it is impossible for the negative to combat the truth, but this does not mean they will relent in their opposition.  cp Jn 3:19 “…the light is come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light; for their deeds were evil.”
14) The derisive name Beelzebul is the Aramaic rendition of the Philistine title “Lord of the Flies”, as he was the god who kept flies and flying insects at bay (Apollo was also known as “the god of flies”).  cp 2Kin 1:2-3

15) The Hebrews then used the title as one of insult, referring to the hordes of flies etc. that swarmed in the garbage dump outside the city limits of Jerusalem. 

16) The term refers to Satan in his position of authority over the demons, as opposed to his relationship to the Lord or His followers.

17) While there is no explicit description of the hierarchy of demons in Scripture, Eph 6:12 certainly indicates an authority structure of sorts; certain demons are responsible to carry out the demands of those above them.

18) Therefore, if Christ had been possessed by the most powerful of demons, of course the lesser spirits would be subject to Him – this was the attack of the Pharisees and scribes, that Christ was a master occultist, nothing more.

19) Their explanation was cleverly formulated, since there was no way to prove which invisible force had removed the spirit; Christ considered it worthy of the thorough reply which follows.

The Beginning of the Parables

kai. proskalesa,menoj auvtou.j evn parabolai/j e;legen auvtoi/j( Pw/j du,natai Satana/j Satana/n evkba,lleinÈ
3:23 And He called them to Himself and began speaking to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? (c.c. kai. “and” + A M P N M P proskale,w – proskaleō “having called to himself/summoned” + Ac M 3p pro auvto,j “them” + prep w/ I F P       evn parabolh, – parabolē “in/by means of parables” + I A I 3s le,gw “he was saying/ explaining” + D M 3p pro auvto,j “to them” + inter adv pw/j – pōs “how?” + P D I 3s du,namai – dunamai “is … able” + N M S prop n Satana/j “Satan” + P A If evkba,llw “to cast out” + Ac M S prop n Satana/j “Satan”)

kai. eva.n basilei,a evfV e`auth.n merisqh/|( ouv du,natai staqh/nai h` basilei,a evkei,nh\
3:24 “And if a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. (c.c. kai. (intro) “and; now” + cond ptcl (3rd cl) eva.n “if” + N F S basilei,a – basileia “a kingdom” + P A S 3s meri,zw – meridzō “is divided” + prep w/ Ac F 3s reflex pro evpi, e`autou/ “upon/against itself” + N F S dem adj evkei/noj – ekeinos “that” + N F S w/d.a.                 h` basilei,a “the kingdom” + a neg ptcl w/ P D I 3s ouv du,namai “it is not able” + P A If i[sthmi – histēmi (GT = staqh/nai) “to stand for long”)

kai. eva.n oivki,a evfV e`auth.n merisqh/|( ouv dunh,setai h` oivki,a evkei,nh staqh/naiÅ
3:25 “And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. (c.c. kai. “and” + cond ptcl (3rd cl) eva.n “if” + N F S oivki,a “a household” + P A S 3s meri,zw “is divided” + prep w/ Ac F 3s reflex pro evpi, e`autou/ “upon/against itself” +       N F S dem adj evkei/noj “that” + N F S w/d.a. h` oivki,a “the house” + neg ptcl w/ F D I 3s ouv du,namai “will not be able” + P A If i[sthmi (GT = staqh/nai) “to stand for long”)

kai. eiv o` Satana/j avne,sth evfV e`auto.n kai. evmeri,sqh( ouv du,natai sth/nai avlla. te,loj e;ceiÅ
3:26 “And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but he is finished! (c.c. kai. “and” + cond ptcl (1st cl) eiv “if” + N M S prop n w/d.a.                o` Satana/j “the Satan” + A A I 3s avni,sthmi – anistēmi (GT = avne,sth) “stood/rose up” + prep w/ Ac M 3s pro evpi, e`autou/ “upon/against himself” + c.c. & A P I 3s kai. meri,zw “and has been divided” + neg ptcl w/ P D I 3s ouv du,namai “he is not able” + A A If i[sthmi (GT = sth/nai) “to stand at all” + str adv avlla. “but; rather” + P A I 3s e;cw “he has” + Ac N S te,loj “an end” (idiom, “has an end” = “finished; ended”))

avllV ouv du,natai ouvdei.j eivj th.n oivki,an tou/ ivscurou/ eivselqw.n ta. skeu,h auvtou/ diarpa,sai( eva.n mh. prw/ton to.n ivscuro.n dh,sh|( kai. to,te th.n oivki,an auvtou/ diarpa,seiÅ
3:27 “But no one can enter the strong man's house and plunder his property (str adv avlla, “but; rather” + N M S card adj ouvdei,j “no one” + neg ptcl w/ P D I 3s ouv du,namai “is not able” + A A P N M S eivse,rcomai – eiserchomai (GT = eivselqw.n) “having entered” + prep w/ Ac F S w/d.a. eivj h` oivki,a “into the house” + G M S w/d.a. o` ivscuro,j – ischuros “of the strong man” + A A If (purp) diarpa,zw – diarpadzō “to carry off/plunder +  Ac N P w/d.a. to. skeu/oj “the vessels/property” + G M 3s pro auvto,j “of him; his”) unless he first binds the strong man, and then he will plunder his house. (cond ptcl & neg ptcl eva.n mh. “unless; except” + ord adv prw/toj – prōtos “first” (sequence) + A A S 3s de,w (GT = dh,sh) “he binds/ties up” cp Mk 6:17 + Ac M S w/d.a.    o` ivscuro,j “the strong man” + c.c. & adv kai. to,te “and then” + F A I 3s diarpa,zw “he will carry off/plunder” + Ac F S h` oivki,a “the house” + G M 3s pro auvto,j “of him; his”)

1) The Pharisees and scribes, along with most of the crowd, had demonstrated that they were not interested in the clear and accurate teachings of Christ; based on their response He now begins teaching in a way they will not understand without effort.

2) Although the teachings concerning the old garment and new patch, and the new wine in old wineskins are parables, this is the first specific mention by Mark of this method of communicating Divine Viewpoint.  cp Lk 5:36

3) Luke records that Christ used parables in the 2nd Sermon on the Mount (Lk 6:39), but this marks a turning point in His teaching style; no longer would anyone be able to gain the Truth without exercising effort in their pursuit.  cp Mk 4:11-12

4) The purpose of parables is to bless the diligence of those seeking the Truth, while preventing those who are negative from having access (as a form of judgment for their own rejection of God).  cp Heb 11:6 “And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek (P A P evkzhte,w – ekdzēteō “diligently seeking”)Him.”
5) The definition of a parable is gleaned from the etymology of the word itself, the preposition para, “alongside”, with the word bollō, “to cast”; it is an analogy or simile that compares a commonly understood principle with a spiritual truth.

6) Jesus later gave the hermeneutic principles for the accurate interpretation of parables (Mk 4:13-20), but for now Mark has set up the narrative so as to interpret it for us.

7) From Matthew and Luke we know that them is the Pharisees and scribes, after Christ had called them to Himself.

8) This is an example of the principle of Pr 26:5: Christ would have done a disservice to both His disciples and opponents if He had not corrected their accusation. “Answer a fool as his folly deserves, Lest he be wise in his own eyes”
9) Christ points out to these learned “scholars” that their argument makes no sense, making an a fortiori argument to counter their gratuitous assertion.

10) Although the English translations indicate that He first asked a question and then began the parables, the Greek word order indicates the content of His parables were focused toward answering the unasked question How can Satan cast out Satan?
11) Also notice the use of legō as opposed to laleō; He was giving a refutation of their allegation in an indirect manner, forcing them to agree with His premise before specifically answering their charge.  cp Mt 21:33-46

12) The use of dunamai, “to be able”, along with ekballō, “to forcibly cast out”, focuses on the fact that, in order to forcibly remove an individual, one must have or possess more power than that individual – how can Satan be more powerful than himself?

13) The first parable uses the commonly understood principle of civil war; any kingdom with warring factions is doomed to destroy itself internally.

14) The word meridzō is used of tearing to pieces, splitting, or separating into distinct parts. cp Lk 12:13

15) Therefore, the question is not one of a neat halving of Satan’s kingdom, but a disintegration of orderly management, resulting in chaos.

16) This relates to the commands we are to follow as citizens of any country; our actions are not to bring about civil discord or political instability.  cp Tit 3:1 “Remind them to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good deed”
17) The civil war within Satan’s kingdom would render his efforts useless, and therefore he was not likely to allow it to happen.

18) Christ had cast out every demon that had approached Him; following this analogy, if a demon more powerful than He resisted or did not leave, the attempts by Satan to convince the people that Jesus was Messiah would be thwarted.

19) The second analogy draws upon the condition of a family split by constant discord.

20) While the most common use of oikia deals with a physical structure, it can have the idea of the family unit living within the walls of the house.  cp Mt 10:13; Mk 6:4

21) It is true that a house with no firm support cannot stand up to pressure for any length of time (Mt 7:24-27, dealing with pressure from the AC), but following the preceding parable, the emphasis is on a splintering disintegration, not just leaning in on itself.

22) This is one reason the Word of God is replete with instructions to all members of the family, instructing each of us as to our correct function for the good of the entire group.  cp Col 3:18-21; 1Pet 3:1-9

23) The condition of the kingdom is described using a Present Infinitive of dunamai, meaning that as long as the civil war ensues, the kingdom can neither function normally, nor protect itself from outside enemies.

24) The family is portrayed using a Future Infinitive, meaning that although there might be some semblance of normalcy, while people outside might think the family is functioning, it is inevitable that the household will break down entirely.

25) Having given these two illustrations, Christ now brings the spiritual reality to bear.

26) No one could deny the truth of His statements regarding civil war and familial discord, how could they deny the truth regarding Satan’s kingdom and “family”?

27) To further call attention to the irrefutable logic of His argument, Christ uses two 3rd class conditions with the parabolic elements, then switches to a 1st class condition for His conclusion.

28) This is known as the “debater’s ‘if’”, basically saying “let’s just suppose that what you say is true”, or “let’s grant that your argument is valid”, while emphasizing that it cannot be. cp Gal 2:21 “I do not nullify the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly.”
29) The additional argument that this would be the first time that Satan had ever risen up against himself (Aor If anistēmi) should have caused them to reconsider, but just to be sure, Christ gives the predictable result of any such action.

30) Even if Satan had lost control of his troops, even if he was now opposing his own plans, this would only indicate that he had lost in his efforts as the Adversary of God!

31) If that were the case, there would be no point in promoting a false Messiah; why keep playing if the ball game is over?

32) This final argument proves that not only were the Pharisees and scribes grasping at straws, their logic was fundamentally flawed.

33) Matthew and Luke record a further argument that Satan would not be battling against his own company, as evidenced by the fact that there were others who had cast out demons by the power of God (or at least claimed to).

a) the “sons” in view are their disciples, or those who adhered to their teachings; they must either admit that demons could be driven out by God’s power, or that their followers were also occultists – Mt 12:27 & Lk 11:19

b) the conclusion to this question is that if their sons cast out demons by the power of God, they had better consider what it meant if He did also – Mt 12:28 & Lk 11:20

c) this is not to say that Christ was agreeing with the Jewish exorcists’ methods (cp Ac 19:13), rather that it would be inconsistent to label one method God-given power and the other method from Beelzebul

d) Luke uses the expression “finger of God”, referring to the miniscule effort an Omnipotent God would require to cast out the unclean spirits; Matthew interprets this idiom as being the Holy Spirit resident within Christ

34) From the principle based on the first two parables, Christ gives another spiritual lesson disguised in obscure language; He presents an obvious lesson from human experience to teach another spiritual reality.

35) No burglar would dare to break into a strong man’s house while he were present, leave him unattended, and still try to carry away his property; anyone who was the least able to resist would oppose his efforts.

36) The strong man is Satan, his house is the world, and his property (skeuos – vessels) is humanity, those people held under his tyranny.  cp 2Cor 4:4; Heb 2:14-15

37) The point of this parable is that Christ could not come to rescue fallen humanity unless He first rendered Satan incapable of preventing Him; this would certainly not allow for them to be in partnership.

38) Christ’s power over the fallen spirits was evidence that He was indeed able to deliver mankind from Satan’s rule, and there was therefore no reason to join him.

39) Unlike the Jewish exorcists, who consistently debated, adjured, and cajoled the demons to leave their hosts, Christ simply proved that He had been given the power and ability to force them to leave, whether they wanted to or not.

40) As in all parables, there are certain elements that cannot be forced to fit the facts – Satan is not “bound” today, he roams the world seeking to attack believers.  1Pet 5:8 “Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.”
41) However, those who desire to escape his house have been given the opportunity, by placing themselves in the possession of the “burglar”.  cp 2Tim 2:20-21

42) Comparing Matthew and Luke’s accounts also yields the following information:

a) Satan was not only powerful, but had access to weapons – Lk 11:21 

b) the victory of Christ has removed Satan’s “armor” – Lk 11:22 cp 1Cor 15:55-57

c) not only will Christ remove whatever possessions the strong man had, he will distribute them to those whom He desires – Lk 11:22 cp Mk 10:29-30

d) there are only two sides in the AC, the Truth and the Lie – Mt 12:30 & Lk 11:23

43) Mt 12:43-45 & Lk 11:24-26 give an additional reason Christ must be exercising the power of God – power to cast out one demon does not mean power to cast out eight (or more) unless it is Omnipotence.

44) It is not recorded whether the opponents of Christ understood the theological significance behind these parables, but it is evident they did not seek it.

45) Matthew and Luke record that even after this explanation, the Pharisees demanded more “proof” that Christ was from God; His response was the first hint of the burial and resurrection He would experience.  Mt 12:38-41 & Lk 11:29-30

46) Christ also gave examples of individuals who had become believers for lesser reasons than His generation had experienced, and prophesied that those individuals would join in the condemnation of Christ’s own people at the GWT.  Mt 12:41-42 & Lk 11:31-32

47) Principle: ignorance and apathy regarding the Word of God is the usual course for those who exercise self-righteousness.

48) These “experts” from Jerusalem had probably been called in because the less experienced religious teachers from the country regions had been unable to refute Christ’s teaching.  cp Jn 11:47-50

49) Now they have received a lesson in humility equal to their arrogance.  cp Js 4:6 “But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, ‘God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.’” (Pr 3:34)

A Warning to Reconsider

VAmh.n le,gw u`mi/n o[ti pa,nta avfeqh,setai toi/j ui`oi/j tw/n avnqrw,pwn ta. a`marth,mata kai. ai` blasfhmi,ai o[sa eva.n blasfhmh,swsin\
3:28 “Truly I say to you, all sins shall be forgiven the sons of men, and whatever blasphemies they utter; (adv avmh,n “truly/dogmatically” + P A I 1s le,gw “I say” + D 2p pro su, (GT = u`mi/n) “to you” + exp con o[ti “that” + N N P adj pa/j “all” + N N P w/d.a. to. a`ma,rthma – hamartēma “the sins” + F P I 3s avfi,hmi – aphiēmi (GT = avfeqh,setai)  “will be forgiven” + D M P (adv) w/d.a. o` ui`o,j – huios “the sons” + G M P w/d.a.             o` a;nqrwpoj “of the men” + c.c. (asc) kai. “even” + N F P w/d.a. h` blasfhmi,a – blasphēmia “the blasphemies” + Ac N P rel adj o[soj “how great; however many” + cond ptcl eva.n “whatever” + A A S 3p blasfhme,w “they may blaspheme”)

o]j dV a'n blasfhmh,sh| eivj to. pneu/ma to. a[gion( ouvk e;cei a;fesin eivj to.n aivw/na( avlla. e;noco,j evstin aivwni,ou a`marth,matojÅ
3:29 but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin” – (weak adv de, (GT = dV) “but” + N M S rel pro & indef ptcl   o[j a'n “whoever” + A A S 3s blasfhme,w “blasphemes” + prep w/ Ac N S n & adj w/d.a. eivj to. pneu/ma to. a[gioj “unto/against the Holy Spirit” + neg ptcl w/ P A I 3s ouvk e;cw “does not have” + Ac F S a;fesij – aphesis “forgiveness/cancellation” + prep w/ Ac M S w/d.a. eivj o` aivw,n – aiōn “unto the eternity” + str adv avlla. “but; rather” + P I 3s eivmi, “is” + N M S adj e;noco,j – enochos “guilty/liable to” (lit – “held in”, i.e. unable to escape a debt) + G N S a`ma,rthma “a sin” + G N S adj aivw,nioj “eternal”)

o[ti e;legon( Pneu/ma avka,qarton e;ceiÅ
3:30 because they were saying, “He has an unclean spirit.” (exp con o[ti “because” +  I A I 3p le,gw “they were saying” + P A I 3s e;cw “he has” + Ac N S n & adj pneu/ma avka,qartoj – pneuma akathartos “an unclean spirit”)

1) This verse contains the first Markan usage of Amēn – Truly to introduce a solemn, dogmatic statement given on the authority of Christ Himself.

2) This is no wishful thinking, no probability, and it is not open to argument or discussion; it is the unwavering Word of God on the issue.

3) This section and its promise/threat have been distorted by those without a clear understanding of the hermeneutical principles of interpretation, but by following the clear reading of the verse, combined with context and the information in the parallel passages, the true meaning is available.

4) The statement all sins shall be forgiven does not speak to the universality of salvation, rather to the fact that any man who is forgiven, will be forgiven every kind or category of sin committed – forgiveness is universal as to the sin, not mankind.

5) The plural of the sons of men points to any and all people; there is not a category of humanity that is refused access to grace.

6) A major factor in understanding this eternal sin is the realization that all sins are removed by the work of Christ on the cross, but this forgiveness does not become a reality until it is accepted by the individual.  Jn 8:24 “I said therefore to you, that you shall die in your sins; for unless you believe that I am He, you shall die in your sins.”
7) The idea behind blasphēmia is abusive, dishonest or slanderous speech, whether directed toward men or God.  cp Rom 2:24, 3:8

8) Since this verbal sin proceeds from the heart of man (Mt 15:18-20), it is one of the highest categories of sins, whatever its object may be.  cp 2Pet 2:10-11

9) According to Mt 12:32, attributing sin to the Lord Jesus Christ is not as severe as the sin in view here. “And whoever shall speak a word against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him…”
10) Additionally, the disciples themselves were guilty of a measure of blaspheming Christ, when they disagreed with Him and denied His message.  cp Mk 8:32-33

11) Paul even admitted that he had been a blasphemer, because he persecuted the Church, calling Christ a false god.  1Tim 1:12-13

12) So the accusation of dishonesty directed against the Holy Spirit is the only sin that cannot be removed, cancelled, or forgiven.

a) the Holy Spirit is the Person of the Godhead that empowers the communicator of the gospel – 1Pet 1:12b “…these things which now have been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven…”
b) when any individual refuses to see the light of the gospel, it is because their mind has been blinded, by Satan working in conjunction with their negative volition – 2Cor 4:3-4

c) therefore, to reject the witness of the Holy Spirit is to call His message untrue or inaccurate, calling Him a liar and slandering His Veracity – Ac 7:51 “You men who are stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears are always resisting the Holy Spirit; you are doing just as your fathers did” 

d) this, then, is blasphemy against the Holy Spirit: to reject the witness of the gospel and remain in a state of unbelief regarding His message of Christ the Savior – cp 1Cor 12:3 “…no one speaking by the Spirit of God says, ‘Jesus is accursed’; and no one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ except by the Holy Spirit.”
e) since it was the HS that was empowering Jesus to perform miracles, as a testimony to His message, to say that He performed miracles by Beelzebul was to attribute absolute evil to the HS, reject His witness, and remain in unbelief – cp Mt 12:32f

13) The use of the word enochos also bears on this subject – to be “liable” for a sin means one is under its penalty only until that sin is removed; once the person accepts the gospel, the sins of former blasphemy are no longer an issue.

14) Mark’s unique final comment gives the entire context its clear meaning, the Pharisees were guilty of unbelief in Christ as Messiah; rather than admit the most obvious of facts, that this was the Son of God, they were saying, “He has an unclean spirit.”
15)  Therefore, to attribute the gospel message to anything but Perfect Deity is to claim it is not of Divine origin, which places it on the level of false and satanic viewpoint.  cp Ac 16:17 “Following after Paul and us, she kept crying out, saying, ‘These men are bond-servants of the Most High God, who are proclaiming to you a (no D.A. present, i.e. one of many) way of salvation.’”
The Family Arrives

Kai. e;rcetai h` mh,thr auvtou/ kai. oi` avdelfoi. auvtou/ kai. e;xw sth,kontej avpe,steilan pro.j auvto.n kalou/ntej auvto,nÅ
3:31 And His mother and His brothers arrived, and standing outside they sent word to Him, and called Him. (c.c. kai. “and” + N F S w/d.a. h` mh,thr – mētēr “the mother” + G M 3s pro auvto,j “of him; his” + c.c. kai. “and” + N M P w/d.a. o` avdelfo,j “the brothers” + G M 3s pro auvto,j “of him; his” + P D I 3s e;rcomai “come; arrive” + c.c.  kai. “and” + P A P N M P sth,kw – stēkō “standing” + adv e;xw – exō “outside” + A A I 3p avposte,llw – apostellō “they sent word/a messenger” + prep w/ Ac M 3s pro pro.j auvto,j “to him” + P A P N M P kale,w “calling/summoning” + Ac M 3s pro  auvto,j “him”)

kai. evka,qhto peri. auvto.n o;cloj( kai. le,gousin auvtw/|( VIdou. h` mh,thr sou kai. oi` avdelfoi, sou Îkai. ai` avdelfai, souÐ e;xw zhtou/si,n seÅ
3:32 And a multitude was sitting around Him, and they said to Him, (c.c. kai. “and” + N M S o;cloj “a crowd/multitude” + I D I 3s ka,qhmai – kathēmai (GT = evka,qhto) “was sitting” + prep w/ Ac M 3s pro peri. auvto,j “around him” + c.c. & P A I 3p kai. le,gw “and they say/said” + D M 3s pro auvto,j “to him”) “Behold, Your mother and Your brothers are outside looking for You.” (inter ptcl ivdou, “behold; look” + N F S w/d.a.   h` mh,thr “the mother” + G 2s pro su, “of you; your” + c.c. & N M P w/d.a. kai. o` avdelfo,j “and the brothers” + G 2s pro su, “of you; your” + P A I 3p zhte,w – dzēteō “are seeking” + Ac 2s pro su, “you” + adv e;xw “outside”)

1) Mark alone has reported why Christ’s earthly family had come to see Him, now the report of their arrival is used to teach another valuable lesson.

2) A short time has elapsed since vs 21 (cp Mt 12:46), more evidence that the family had moved from Nazareth to Capernaum with Jesus.  cp Mt 4:13; Jn 2:12

3) After the crowd had swarmed into the house to the extent they could not eat a simple meal, after the confrontation with the Pharisees and scribes, and after a full day’s teaching, now Christ must deal with His family members who have arrived to “protect” Him from Himself.

4) Rather than attempt to work through the crowd, they remained outside, and sent a message to Him, summoning Him outside to them.

5) The word used for calling Him is kaleō; as seen in Mt 9:13, it means to call someone from one place to come to another, designating the individual called as under the authority of the one calling. “But go and learn what this means, ‘I desire compassion, and not sacrifice,’ for I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”
6) Whether this was based on arrogance or necessity, their call demonstrates a funda-mental lack of respect for or understanding of His mission.

a) notice they did not make request that He join them outside

b) they did not seem to care that He was explaining God’s Word – cp Lk 2:49

c) by sending a message, they implied their schedule was more important than His

d) they assumed their summons would be answered as they desired, not considering He might be busy (and even if He was, He had better make time for them)

7) Luke reports that they were unable to get into the house because of the crowd, but we do not know if they tried once, repeatedly, or just decided it would be best to remain outside.  Lk 8:19

8) It is probable that all four of Jesus’ half-brothers (Mk 6:3) had arrived with Mary, this would emphasize the unanimous decision of the family regarding Christ’s supposed danger, as well as enable them to restrain Him if necessary.

9) Since Joseph’s (presumed) death, Jesus had become the head of the family, providing for the welfare of His mother, brothers, and sisters; that did not mean that the situation had not changed with the beginning of His ministry.

10) This is a common attitude among those who “know” us, they consider that since we have always made time for them in the past, we should certainly know better than to ignore them now.

11) Application:  those who believe that they have a natural claim to our allegiance and obedience will rarely recognize that the Kingdom of God comes first for us – at times a harsh wake-up call will be necessary.

12) A modern parallel would be friends, family, relatives, and others who expect the Positive believer to spend time with them (vacation, out-of-town visitors, family reunions, etc.) at the expense of Bible Class or some other application of BD.

13) Certainly, if one is able to spend time showing hospitality with negative friends/ acquaintances, it is an opportunity to evangelize;  however, a part of one’s witness is to make clear the priority of pursuing MPR.

14) Notice also that His family did not request to hear His teaching, nor were they attempting to enter the house so as to observe Him – their decision was made before they arrived and they saw no reason to change it.

15) Evidently the house was so packed that the messenger could not reach Christ himself, instead the message was passed from one person to another until it reached Him.

16) The crowd inside also did not realize the distraction this would have presented to Christ’s ministry; they passed the message on without asking a question, only making a statement to which they expected an immediate and predictable response.

17) From Matthew’s account, we know it was one individual that did finally get the message to Christ, but His answer was to the entire assembled crowd.  Mt 12:47

18) Certain translations (NJB) include the phrase “and Your sisters”, based on its appearance in vs 35, but there is no indication they were also present; they had evidently married and remained in Nazareth.  cp Mt 13:54-56

19) A side note is the fact that there is no indication these brothers were anything other than the natural children of Joseph and Mary, in spite of the heretical teaching of the perpetual virginity of Mary.

20) The word seeking (dzēteō) was used of the mob’s wish to have Christ meet them on their terms and schedule in Mk 1:37, also of a desire to have Him move from wherever He thought He should be to where they demanded He be.

21) It is not recorded whether Christ knew of His family’s intentions (vs 21), but just as He made clear the necessity of breaking family ties in favor of correct relationship with God (Mt 10:37), He did not hesitate to refuse the demand of His family if it would interfere with His primary responsibility.

22) Since it did not occur to Christ’s earthly family, nor to the crowds at large, that a new situation was at hand that superseded any previous one, He sets the record straight with teaching regarding the priority of instructing the Positive.

Changed Relationships and the Reason for Them

kai. avpokriqei.j auvtoi/j le,gei( Ti,j evstin h` mh,thr mou kai. oi` avdelfoi, mouÈ
3:33 And answering them, He said, “Who are My mother and My brothers?” (c.c. &  A D P N M S kai. avpokri,nomai – apokrinomai “and having responded” (comp – Lit = “to judge from”, i.e. give a decision or reply) + D M 3p pro auvto,j “to them” + P A I 3s le,gw “he says/said” + inter pro ti,j “who?” + P I 3s eivmi, “is” + N F S w/d.a. h` mh,thr “the mother” + G 1s pro evgw, (GT = mou) “of me; my” + c.c. & N M P w/d.a. kai. o` avdelfo,j “and the brothers” + G 1s pro evgw, “of me; my”) 

kai. peribleya,menoj tou.j peri. auvto.n ku,klw| kaqhme,nouj le,gei( :Ide h` mh,thr mou kai. oi` avdelfoi, mouÅ
3:34 And looking about on those who were sitting around Him, He said, “Behold, My mother and My brothers! (c.c. & A M P N M S kai. perible,pw – periblepō “and having looked around at” + Ac N P d.a. o` (GT = tou.j) “the ones/those” + P D P Ac M P ka,qhmai – kathēmai “sitting down” + adv ku,klw| – kuklō “in a circle” + prep w/ Ac M 3s pro peri. auvto,j “around him” + P A I le,gw “he says/said” + inter ptcl i;de “behold; look” + N F S w/d.a. h` mh,thr “the mother” + G 1s pro evgw, “of me; my” + c.c. & N M P w/d.a. kai. o` avdelfo,j – adelphos “and the brothers” + G 1s pro evgw, “of me; my”)

o]j Îga.rÐ a'n poih,sh| to. qe,lhma tou/ qeou/( ou-toj avdelfo,j mou kai. avdelfh. kai. mh,thr evsti,nÅ
3:35 “For whoever does the will of God, he is My brother and sister and mother.” (exp con ga.r “for; because” + N M S rel pro & indef ptcl o]j a'n “whoever” + A A S 3s poie,w – poieō “does” + Ac N S w/d.a. to. qe,lhma – thelēma “the will/desire/purpose” + G M S w/d.a. o` qeo,j “of the God” + dem pro ou-toj – houtos “this one” + P I 3s eivmi, “is” + N M S avdelfo,j “a brother” + G 1s pro evgw, “of me; my” + c.c. & N F S kai.  avdelfh, “and a sister” + c.c. & N F S kai. mh,thr “and a mother”)

1) Jesus’ response to the statement/demand teaches important principles regarding family and distraction from purpose.

2) A similar situation is found in His instructions to Martha, the sister of Lazarus and Mary. Lk 10:38-42

3) The word translated answered is apokrinomai, strictly meaning to respond mentally, and then verbally if necessary.  cp Mt 12:38 “Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered Him, saying, ‘Teacher, we want to see a sign from You.’”
4) This emphasizes that Christ was not casually dismissing His family, as if their presence was distasteful to Him; rather, their demands called for a correction of the faulty misunderstanding they and the crowd had.

5) Notice also that Christ did not refuse to see His family at all, nor did He give orders for them to leave; He simply gave the correct teaching regarding their place.

6) Whatever His feelings regarding the appearance of His family, He made a mental evaluation and determined that to see them right now would interfere with His primary purpose, to fulfill God’s Will by teaching those who were interested.

7) In other words, Christ is not teaching that physical family is no longer an issue for the adjusted believer, rather that priorities must be set in their regard, as with all other worldly relationships.  cp Jn 19:26; 1Tim 5:8 “But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith, and is worse than an unbeliever.”
8) The question is designed to illustrate that family members who are negative (Mary) or unbelievers (His brothers) cannot take precedence over intake and application of the Word of our Father.

9) From Mt 12:46 we know that this arrival occurred in the midst of a teaching session, and for Christ to have gone out to see them would necessitate an interruption, and would have distracted Him from His goal of communication.

10) The Greek word order and vocabulary make clear that it was not everyone in the room to whom Christ referred, since most were only seeking entertainment:

a) the phrase those who were sitting eliminates those watching by the door or standing outside

b) the Greek word kuklō is an adverb of place, meaning “in a circle”, i.e. close enough to hear what He was saying

11) From Mt 12:48-50 we also learn:

a) the Lord stretched out His hand to make specific to whom He referred

b) He again claimed equality with God, calling Him “My Father who is in heaven”

12) From Lk 8:21 we have the addition “these who hear the word of God and do it”, emphasizing that it is a double imperative we are under – we are required to learn what the Bible commands and fulfill those mandates if we truly desire to follow the Lord.  cp Jn 14:15 “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.”
13) The relative pronoun hos with the indefinite particle an relates this promise to anyone and everyone who will seek to fulfill God’s will for their lives.

14) The desire, will, or purpose (thelēma) of God for our lives:

a) is proven by our transformation as we continue our intake of BD – Rom 12:2

b) leads us to salvation and Positive Volition – 2Cor 8:5

c) is a part of our service to Christ – Eph 6:6

d) in its totality results in maturity and confidence – Col 4:12

e) demands that we are set apart from immorality to God – 1Th 4:3

f) includes gratitude to God for everything – 1Th 5:18

g) covers our entire Ph2 (there is never a time we are released from it) – Heb 10:36

h) involves our overt witness as a rebuke to the negative – 1Pet 2:15

i) is opposite the STA desires of mankind – 1Pet 4:2

j) involves a certain amount of suffering – 1Pet 4:19

k) includes the promise of eternal life – 1Jn 2:17

15) The familial relationship we share with Christ is based on a common Father, hence the terms brother and sister;  the reference to mother includes relationships in which one believer fulfills the role usually realized by one of greater age.  cp Mk 10:29-30

16) Worthy of attention is the fact that the family role of “father” is conspicuously absent.  cp Mt 23:9 “And do not call anyone on earth your father; for One is your Father, He who is in heaven.”
End Mark Chapter Three
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