GALATIANS CHAPTER 4

The Metaphor Continues

Gal 4:1 Now I say, (c.c. de,  “now; but” + P A I 1s le,gw “I say”) as long as the heir is a child, ( prep w/ Ac M S  evpi o[soj “ over as much” + Ac M S  cro,noj – chronos  “time” + N M S  klhrono,moj – klēronomos “an heir” + P I 3s  eivmi, “is” + N M S  nh,pio,j – nēpios “a child/infant”) he does not differ at all from a slave ( Ac N S  ouvdei,j – oudeis  “in no respect/way” + P A I 3s  diafe,rw – diapherō “is he of more value; worth more” (cp Mt 6:26) + G M S  dou/loj – “of/than a slave”) although he is owner of everything, ( P A P N M S  eivmi, “being” + N M S ku,rioj – kurios “master/owner” + G N P pa/j “of all; of everything”)

4:2 but he is under guardians and managers ( strong advers  avlla, “but” + P I 3s eivmi, “he is” + prep u`po, “under” + + Ac M P evpi,tropoj – epitropos “guardians” (one given specific authority – “a foreman” – compound of “over” and “the way/manner of doing things”) + c.c.  kai, “and” + Ac M P oivkono,moj – oikonomos  “managers” (one given complete authority under the owner, as in a business; cp Joseph under Pharaoh – compound of “household” and “law/rules”)) until the date set by the father. ( prep a;cri – archi “until” + G F S w/da  h` proqesmi,a – hē prothesmia “the set/appointed time” + G M S w/da  o` path,r – ho patēr “of the father” (sub gen))

1) Although the chapter divisions indicate a new direction in Paul’s argument, the use of the weak adversative de, - de indicates he is continuing with the discussion.(Chapter divisions, like verses, were not inspired by God, only the original text.)

2) So Paul continues with the analogy of a son not yet of age to assume control of his own destiny, as compared to a fully matured heir.

3) At the point of spiritual birth we all were spiritual infants, but the point he makes here is that we are, after salvation, in complete control of our destiny as children of God.

4) We are no longer under the tutelage or guardianship of a master (the Law) which will bring us to sonship, we are immediately placed in the position of full heirs of all God has provided, Ph1 and Ph2, due to our position in Christ.

5) The phrase “Now/But I say” is a further delineation of the facts Paul has been presenting so far.

6) A child born to wealthy parents is, by law, the heir of their estate from the moment they are born – but they cannot exercise any power over their estate until they reach the age of majority.

7) So far the Law has been compared to a prison guard and a slave-attendant, now it is compared to guardians and trustees appointed to take care of a minor child and his physical needs.

8) The word translated “child” is literally “infant”. 1 Th 2:7 “But we proved to be gentle among you, as a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own children.”
9) This refers to the fact that until an heir has reached the age of majority he is considered the same as a legal infant, with no rights or privileges.

10) So were we – until we actually believed for salvation, we were known to God (through OmSc) as His future children, but we had no access to His grace benefits or blessings.

11) So we were worth nothing more to Him than a slave of the Mosaic Law, i.e. one who had not acquired salvation, or even a negative unbeliever.

12) He protected us and cared for us above those He knew would be ultimately negative to His Word, but He had no use for us as long as we remained in unbelief.

13) In Graeco-Roman society, the heir of an estate was not free to make use of that estate until he reached a predetermined age.

14) Until then he was under the control of slaves, and therefore was of no more value than those slaves were.

15) Once he achieved majority, he would not place himself back under the authority of those slaves whose job it was to bring him to maturity; why should a believer place himself under the authority of legal restrictions that never could have justified him in the first place?

16) Indeed, to do so effectively eliminates the potential of receiving our spiritual inheritance – SG 3.

17) The “guardian” (evpi,tropoj – epitropos) refers to societal rules, Mosaic or otherwise – the legal system whereby society judges wrongdoers. Rm 13:1f

18) Because of the rules that any orderly society has, individuals are made aware that they fail and sin against the law of the land (stealing, speeding, etc).

19) This is one way mankind is brought to an awareness that self-salvation is impossible, by being constantly reminded of one’s unrighteousness. 

20) Before we were saved, the rules and laws of society served to make us aware of our constant need for forgiveness and cleansing from sin.

21) The “manager” (oivkono,moj – oikonomos) is the individual’s conscience, the inherent knowledge of right and wrong. Rm 2:14-15

22) Even if there were no laws to remind us of our failure to perfectly adhere to a legal standard, our guilty conscience and recognition of our failures would be enough to bring us to the point of despair.

23) But once we trusted God to save us in spite of our sins, we were removed from any form of condemnation, self or legal. Rm 8:1 “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”
24) “The date set by the father” is a reference to the time, known by God through OmSc, that we would accept the gospel.

25) This is the meaning of 2Cor 6:2a “At the acceptable time I listened to you, And on the day of salvation I helped you” (the second part of the verse deals with Ph2 applications).

26) God, from eternity past, knew at what time and under what circumstances we would believe, and it was until that time He had us placed under the guardian of legal restrictions and the manager of our conscience.

27) Any individual who goes back to those systems of tutelage effectively calls God impotent and incapable.

28) The Law and our conscience still have a valuable place in the Christian Way of Life, but certainly they are not now, nor have they ever been, a system of justification, Ph1 or Ph2.

Application of the Analogy

4:3 So also we, (adv  ou[twj – houtōs  “in the same way; so”  +  c.c.  adjunc  kai, “also” + N 1p  evgw, “we” ) while we were children, (sub con o[te “as long as; while” + I A I 1p  eivmi, “we were” + N M P  nh,pioj “infants/ minors/ children”) were held in bondage under the elemental things of the world. (I  I 1p eivmi, “we were” +  Pf P P N M P  doulo,w – douloō  “having been enslaved” + prep w/ Ac N P w/d.a. u`po, to. stoicei/on – stoicheion  “elemental things” (basic building blocks, rudimentary principles) + G M S  o`  ko,smoj – kosmos “of the world system”)

1) Having established a commonly known principle of society, Paul applies the principle of an underage heir to all believers.

2) Paul uses the same word for “children”, as a reference to those who have not reached the level of adulthood necessary for access to the estate.

3) It is the same concept in Ep 4:14 “As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming;”
4) Unsaved mankind, regardless of their level of intelligence or mental abilities, is worth no more to God than a minor child is to the family business.

5) That child is under the authority of others, cannot sign contracts, sell or buy property, or make legally binding decisions. 

6) They cannot profit in the least from their father’s wealth.

7) “In the same way”, so were all believers before they reached the day of salvation, and became full fledged members of the family of God.

8) On that day we were finally able to achieve our maximum potential by our own decisions and actions.

9) Before that time, we were held under the restraints of society and our own conscience. (vss 1 & 2)

10) These are the “elemental things” of the world, the basic building blocks that shaped our attitudes and morals.

11) The word stoicei/on – stoicheion is also used of the elements of the physical creation ( 2Pet 3:10), and the basic Bible doctrines necessary for adequate growth in the Christian life (Heb 5:12).

12) Here, and in Col 2:8, 20 it is used of the moral precepts of pagan society, which are the legalistic requirements of those who do not have the Truth.

13) It refers to the “ABC’s”, or basic building blocks that we use to establish our own morality and conscience.

14) This enslavement was a constant and ongoing one, as indicated by the Imperfect Tense (continuous action in the past) – “we were”: there was never a time we were not enslaved.

15) Unsaved man, who does not know of the grace of God, thinks he must earn good favor with Deity, and places himself under whatever religious system he thinks or has been taught will achieve that acceptance.

16) The Perfect Tense of the Participle “having been enslaved” implies that as long as we were infants (unsaved children of wrath), those results continued – there was never a time we were anything more than a future heir, under the legalistic requirements we had placed ourselves in.

17) In Ph2, the legalists return to that effort to please God by their works, instead of relying on Him who justifies the ungodly.

18) Their pride and arrogance (“I thank you, God, that I am not like other people…” Lk 18) prevents them from seeing their own spiritual wretchedness.

19) Anyone who thinks that legal works, which could not save him Ph1, are the path to Ph2 justification seeks to return to his spiritual condition before salvation. cp vs 9

The Day Set by the Father Arrives

4:4 But when the fullness of the time came, (hyper con de, “but” + sub con o[te “when”  +  N N S  w/d.a.  to.  plh,rwma – plērōma  “the fullness; completion; perfection”   + G M S w/d.a. o` cro,noj – chronos  “of the time” +  A A I 3s  e;rcomai “came” ) God sent forth His Son, (N M S w/d.a. o` qeo.j “the God” (w/d.a. = God the Father) + A A I 3s evxaposte,llw – exapostellō “sent out on a mission” (compound of ex – out + apo – from + stello – to send under authority) + Ac M S  o` ui`o,j “the Son” + G M S  auvto,j “of Him”) born of a woman, born under the Law, (A D P Ac M S gi,nomai “having become; having come into being” +  prep w/ Ab F S evk gunh, “from (source) a woman” + A D P Ac M S  gi,nomai “having come into being” + prep w/ Ac M S  u`po, no,moj “under law”)

1) Verse four records the event of the ages: the incarnation of our Lord.

2) In Paul’s analogy, the father of the heir determines at what age the heir will be best suited to become legally adult (18, 21, 25, etc.) – “the fullness of the time” draws the practical observation into mankind’s history.
3) He knew from eternity past what the perfect time for the Son to become flesh would be, and the prophecy is recorded in Dan 9:24-26.

4) So “the fullness of the time” is a reference to Daniel’s 70 Weeks.

a) the Hebrew term translated “weeks” is [;Wbv' – shabua’ and literally means a “period of seven”.

b) the Jews had special significance for the number 7, as in the case of Sabbath Day, and the Sabbatical Year (every 7th year was a year of no work, as well as every the year following the 7th period of 7 years).
c) Daniel’s prophecy contained information as to when Messiah would make His triumphal entry into Jerusalem, which occurred – to the day – 483 years after the decree to rebuild Jerusalem after the Babylonian Exile (69 x 7 = 483)
d) the prophecy says that after 69 ‘sevens’ the Messiah would be “cut off” or executed, but it also says after 70 ‘sevens’ everlasting righteousness would be brought in (a reference to Messianic rule in the Millennium)
e) this can only be understood if Messiah is resurrected from the dead.
f) the 70th week is the Tribulation, following the end of the Church Age, which is itself followed by the literal, physical rule of Christ on earth.
5) Since all the components of the prophecy have not been fulfilled yet, there must be a gap between the 69th and 70th weeks.

6) The Millennium itself is referred to as “the fullness of the times” (pl) in Eph 1:10, which is to say that will be the completion and perfection of all human history.

7) The singular “time” here indicates a specific, designated time frame within human history – the time until the promise was fulfilled. 

8) In all of history, there had never been a better time than 33 AD for Messiah to appear:

a) the known world had a common language which was incredibly precise.

b) Roman rule meant the empire was at peace and could be safely traveled.

c) their road system was well kept and extensive, so the gospel could be spread to all corners of the Mediterranean efficiently.

d) the pagan culture had left a deep void in the spiritual lives of men, who craved a relationship with God.

e) Positive Volition among the Gentiles was at an all time high.

9) Just as God ordained a specific time for Christ to appear, so God provides, at the right time, the gospel for those who are Ph1 positive.

10) Messiah’s appearance was commissioned by the Father (“God sent”).

11) The fact that the Lord was sent out from the Father relates to His eternal pre-existence with the Father. Jn 1:1, 15; 8:58

12) God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit are co-equal, co-eternal, and share all the attributes of Deity.

13) The titles allow us to understand their places in the Plan of God.

a) the Father is the Planner

b) the Son is the Executor

c) the Spirit is the Revealer

14) Both the Father and the Son agreed He must condescend and submit to authority as a human, but He is said to have been sent as a sign of that submission.

15) The Greek word “born” is not the usual term (genna,w – gennaō), but is gi,nomai – ginomai and relates not to physical procreation but to become something, to change from one state to another.
16) It reflects a subtle reference to the virginal conception and origin of Jesus’ humanity.
17) The method of incarnation was by the virgin birth.

a) He was born of a woman – Mt 1:16 “and to Jacob was born Joseph the husband of Mary, by whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ.”
b) it was a virgin birth – Mt 1:18-20

c) In Gen 3:15, Messiah is called the seed of the woman.

d) “born of a woman” stresses His solidarity with mankind

18) Jesus was born under legal restrictions, those of the Mosaic Law, and as the future Heir submitted Himself to those restrictions.

19) Since He never violated any commandment, the Law was not a curse for Him, until He became a curse in our place.

20) Paul does not include a definite article here with “law” – the Judaizers claimed they had the only law system that could save, Paul points out that it is, after all, only a legal system like any other.

21) The Mosaic Law is the highest representation of God’s +R, but as a system of justification it is no better than any other legal system.

Purpose for the Coming of the Son

4:5 so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, (sub con (purpose) i[na “so that; for the purpose that” + A A S 3s evxagora,zw – exagoradzō “he might redeem/ set free” + Ac M P d.a.  o` “those” + prep w/ Ac M S u`po, no,moj “under law” ) that we might receive the adoption as sons. (sub con i[na “so that” + A A S 1p avpolamba,nw – apolambanō “we might receive from a source” + Ac F S w/d.a. h` ui`oqesi,a – huiothesia “the adoption as sons”)

1) The purpose for the Son of God’s appearing as a man and living under the Law is stated in two parallel purpose (hina) clauses.

2) The specific purpose was in order to set free from slavery those who were under the curse/slavery of the Law.

3) Rom 8:3-4 is a complement to these verses.

4) By the absence of the definite article, Paul again includes not only Jews who were under the Mosaic Law, but also Gentiles who were under legal restrictions of a different sort (guardians, custodians, prison guards, etc).

5) Rom 2:14 makes it clear all mankind, Jew or Gentile, would have to earn salvation by 100% compliance of God’s +R standards, if it were not for the Redemptive acts of the Son.

6) The purpose of Christ’s redeeming work was that both Jews and Gentiles (quite emphatically Gentiles) should receive this instatement as sons.

7) Adoption, though not found as a legal term in the Mosaic Law, was well known as a binding legal practice. Gen 48:5-6

8) Also see the relationship of God and Israel, e.g. Hos 11:1 “When Israel was a youth I loved him, And out of Egypt I called My son.”
9) And Paul uses the metaphor of adoption to Israel in Rom 9:4 “who are Israelites, to whom belongs the adoption as sons…”
10) Greek and (especially) Roman law were well-acquainted with this institution.
11) Once adopted into the new family, the son was in all legal respects on a level with those born into the family; in fact, under Roman law, the adopted son’s legal rights were protected to a higher degree than the natural born son’s.
12) Opposite the teaching of Mormonism, Hinduism, Pantheism etc. we could never achieve this status on our own – we were not born children of God nor can we work our way into that position.
13) To make our adoption legal, Jesus the natural Son by had to bear the full obligation of the Law in life as well as the curse of the Law in death. 3:13
14) But before we could be adopted, we had to be purchased from our enslavement to sin.
15) Following the metaphor, in which only male children were granted a portion of the inheritance, Paul uses “adoption as sons”, but of course women are also fully heirs of the Plan of God.
16) As adopted sons, we are made members of the Royal Family of God, and share in the inheritance of Jesus Christ, the Heir of all things. Heb 1:2 “in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.” note : “in His  son” could be an instrumental, therefore translated “by a son”
17) Jesus Christ will distribute His inheritance proportionally to those who obey Him. Rev 22:12 “Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done.”
18) The full benefits will be realized at the Rapture/Bema Seat. Rom 8:23 “And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body.”
19) Since slaves do not receive an inheritance with the sons, since we have been redeemed from slavery and are now accorded the full status of sons, since the requirements of a legal system (any system) no longer apply to us, why would the Galatians (or any believer) seek to be justified by works apart from faith?

Our New Heritage

4:6 And because you are sons, (c.c. de,  “and now” + c.c.  o[ti “because; that” + P I 2p  eivmi,  “you are”  +  N M P  ui`o,j  “sons”)  God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son (N M S w/d.a. o` qeo,j “the God” (Father) + A A I 3s  evxaposte,llw “sent out on a mission/ with a purpose” + Ac N S w/d.a.  to. pneu/ma – pneuma “the spirit” + G M S w/d.a. o` ui`o,j “of the son” + G M S pro  auvto,j “of him” (Father)) into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” (prep w/ Ac F P eivj h`  kardi,a – kardia “the hearts” + G P pro  evgw, “of us/ our” + P A P Ac N S kra,zw – kradzō “crying out” (indicates intensity) + V M S  Abba – Abba “Daddy” (Aramaic  loan  word,  affectionate  term,  like our Poppa or Daddy)  +  V M S  w/ d.a.   o` path,r “the Father”)

1) Our adoption having been effected, we are partakers of all that Jesus had in His humanity, including the Holy Spirit to the full extent possible. Jn 3:34 “For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God; for He gives the Spirit without measure.”
2) God the Father, after having sent the Son, sent the Indwelling Holy Spirit to live in all Church Age believers, as the Seal of our adoption. Eph 1:13-14

3) “The Spirit of His Son” refers to the fact that while on earth, Jesus had full measure of the Holy Spirit’s ministry. Lk 4:1 “Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led around by the Spirit in the wilderness”
4) The same word is used for the Father’s sending of the Son and Spirit, again indicating the Sovereignty of our new Parent.

5) Jesus also took an active part in sending the Holy Spirit. Jn 15:26 “When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me,”
6) When we are in Fellowship, God’s great love for us is “poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us”. Rom 5:5

7) “Hearts” does not refer to the physical organ that pumps blood, rather it refers to the brain-computer and central nervous system, since it is there that He manifests His greatest influence. (in Hebrew thought, the heart refers to the center of activity, as in “the heart of the matter”)

8) Because we are now sons, we no longer have to address God as if we were a slave, asking for permission or forgiveness.

9) Now we can approach the Sovereign of the Universe in affectionate intimacy.

10) He will do no less than the greatest and highest for His children. Lk 11:13 “If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?”
11) Because we are children of God, we can go directly to God the Father in prayer, and we can do so boldly. Heb 4:16 “Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace…”
12) The Greek syntax indicates that it is the Holy Spirit who cries out – He does so on our behalf. Rom 8:26 “In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words”
13) The believer himself may also call out “Abba!” – it is a term of trust and endearment, of dependence and confidence given to us because of our adoption. Rom 8:15 “For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, ‘Abba! Father!’”
14) It is also noteworthy that both here and Rom 8:15 the verb for “cry out” is kra,zw – kradzō , a word that indicates intensity of emotion.

15) It has to do with any situation of internal or external compulsion. cp Mk 14:36 “And He was saying, ‘Abba! Father! All things are possible for You; remove this cup from Me; yet not what I will, but what You will.’” also cp Mt 14:30 “But seeing the wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’”
16) No longer must we approach God in fear of failure, we can now take advantage of what has been done for us.

17) The literal Greek, “Abba the Father” denotes both His affection and absolute sovereignty, His generous grace and His complete authority in our lives.

18) Legalists would seek to deny believers that relationship of love and trust.

The Believer’s New Status

4:7 Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; (adv w[ste – hōste “therefore; for this reason” + P I 2s eivmi, “you are” + adv  ouvke,ti – ouketi “no longer” + N M S   dou/loj – doulos  “a slave” + strong advers  avlla, “but; rather” + N M S  ui`o,j “ a son”) and if a son, then an heir through God. (c.c. de, “and/ now” + sub con  eiv “if/ since” + N M S  ui`o,j  “a son” + adj c.c.  kai, “also” + N M S  klhrono,moj – klēronomos “an heir” + prep w/ G M S  dia, qeo,j “through God” (indicates agency) )

1) Based on the information of verse 6, each believer should recognize the new status in which God has placed them.

2) Just as no slave had the right or privilege of addressing their master/owner as “Daddy”, so also no son had the same obligations as a slave – to serve without recompense, at the whim of their owner, with no hope of future glory.

3) Logically, if we are now able to address the Sovereign of the Universe in affectionate terms, we are no longer under legal restrictions to attempt to please Him and receive His benefits.

4) They are ours for the asking (as long as we ask on His terms, not the flesh).

5) The singular person of “you are” is meant to emphasize that each one of us is equally accorded this status, and for the same reasons.

6) The fact that under Graeco-Roman law, only males could inherit a portion of the estate (following the analogy) does not mean female Christians are any less an heir. 1Pe 3:7 “You husbands likewise, live with your wives in an understanding way, as with a weaker vessel, since she is a woman; and grant her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered.”
7) It also follows that if we are already fully accounted as adopted children, we are also fully qualified to receive that part of the inheritance our Father has reserved for us (which is based on the measure to which we seek to glorify God, not how “good” we are).

8) The word translated “if” leaves no room for doubt – it could be translated “since”, as it refers to a fact, not a potential.

9) No longer must we try to please God by our own merits (a slave), we can take advantage of the fact that, in Christ, we are His adopted children and free from the requirements of the taskmaster and prison guard known as law, the guardian of “what does society say?”, or manager of our conscience.

10) Thus the contrast between son and slave: the son shares the nature of the father, the slave does not; the son obeys out of love, the slave out of fear.

11) “Through God” indicates it is because of the actions of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit that we are in this blessed status, not because of our own worthiness.

12) However, our input and action within the Plan of God, under FHS, will determine our share of the inheritance. Rom 8:17 “and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.”
13) The implication is clear: since we are sons and heirs of God already, it would be stupid to place ourselves under the yoke of slavery trying to achieve that sonship and inheritance. 5:1
Past and Present Status

4:8 However at that time, when (str advers avlla, “but/ rather” + adv  to,te “at that time; when”) you did not know God, (ptcl of contrast  me,n (not translated) “on the one hand” + neg ptcl w/ Pf A P N M P  ouvk oi=da “you were not knowing” (oida refers to knowing by experience; something learned and remembered”) + Ac M S  qeo,j “God” (absence of d.a. means any member of the Godhead))  you were slaves to those which by nature are no gods. (A A I 2p douleu,w “you were enslaved” + D M P d.a.  o` “to those things” + I F S  fu,sij – phusis “by means of nature/ natural characteristics/ essence” + neg ptcl w/ P A P D M P mh. eivmi,  “are not being” (part = continuous action – they continue, to this day, not to be”) + D M P  qeo,j “gods”)

4:9 But now that you have come to know God, (weak advers de, “but” (connects w/ me,n above, “on the other hand”) + adv nu/n “now” + A A P N M P ginw,skw “having recognized; having come to know” + Ac M S qeo,j “God”) or rather to be known by God, (weak advers de, “and yet” + comp adv ma/llon – mallon “even more; more than that” +  A P P N M P ginw,skw “having been known” + prep w/G M S  u`po, qeo,j “by God” (prep literally means “under”, in the sense that He knew us before we knew Him)) how is it that you turn back again to the weak and worthless elemental things, (inter ptcl pw/j – pōs “how” + P A I 2p evpistre,fw – epistrephō “you return/turn back to” + adv  pa,lin  “again” + prep w/ Ac N P adj w/d.a.  evpi, to, avsqenh,j – asthenēs  “to  (prep  has  idea  of  contact or embrace)  the weak/ infirm/ feeble” +  c.c.  kai, “and” + Ac N P adj ptwco,j – ptōchos “poor; destitute; beggarly (KJV)”(from the word “to crouch” hence a beggar – possessing nothing of any value) + Ac N P stoicei/on – stoicheion “elemental principles”) to which you desire to be enslaved all over again? (D N P rel pro o[j “to which things” + P A I 2p qe,lw “you desire/wish” + P A If  douleu,w – douleuō “to be enslaved” + adv  pa,lin “again” + adv  a;nwqen – anōthen “anew; from a new beginning”) 

1) Paul narrows his argument; not only were we slaves, we were not even slaves of God, we were slaves to those things which are obviously not worthy of worship.

2) Moses was called the “servant of God” (1Chr 6:49), and Paul called himself and his companions the same (2Cor 6:4) as an indication of their high degree of obedience to Him.

3) But pre-salvation mankind is not in any sense related to or in service to the One Person that deserves their loyalty.

4) We were known through the foreknowledge of God from eternity past and predestined to an adoption, but until we believed the Gospel, we were not in any sense connected with God.

5) A person may claim to understand or know God, they may even know something about Him (+R, holiness, etc.), but they do not know Him in the most important sense.

6) Their slavery or service is reserved for those things that naturally are unworthy.

7) Paul uses the same word here as in 2:15 (fu,sij – phusis) to indicate those things that are, by their own attributes, not godlike in any way.
8) Compare the exhortation given to the people of Lystra in Ac 14:15 to “turn from these vain things to a living God”, as well as Yahweh’s argument of Dt 32:21.

9) Just as the Essence of God, His nature, demands worship as the only perfect Being, the essence of pre-salvation religions and philosophies demand rejection in the light of the Truth.

10) Compare Laban’s plight in Gen 31:30b “…why did you steal my gods?” – if they could be stolen, how powerful were they?
11) All unregenerate people serve things which, by their nature, are non-gods. 1Co 8:4-5

12) This includes not only literal idols of wood and stone, but also concepts and religious systems that are worthless for justification or salvation.

13) But at the point of salvation, man goes from complete ignorance of God to an understanding and recognition of His Essence.

14) So Paul contrasts the current status of his readers with their pre-salvation ignorance – “having come to know God”.

15) In their past they had worshipped false gods and idols, which were in reality only demons and “so called gods”. cp 1Cor 8:5 “For even if there are so-called gods whether in heaven or on earth, as indeed there are many gods and many lords”
16) This is also the meaning of Eph 2:12 “remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.”
17) Paul’s immediate correction from the active to the passive of “know” emphasizes the Divine initiative; He called us. cp 1 Jn 4:10 “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”
18) God, who is OmSc, knows all there is to know about everyone; there is, however, a sense in which He does not know or recognize the unbeliever.    Mt 7:23 “And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.’”
19) The active of “know” focuses on salvation from man’s perspective, the passive views salvation from God’s perspective, which is even more important. cp 2Ti 2:19
20) The Galatian Christians had relapsed into bondage and slavery to legal requirements, when they accepted the Judaizer’s gospel of works.
21) Their former pagan practices had been performed in the vain attempt to please their gods, now they sought again to perform works to please the true God.
22) Their current system of legalistic rituals was no better than overt paganism – in principle they were identical because they required strict observance of rituals, laws and human viewpoint rules with a view toward gaining the approbation of God.
23) Neither system had been of value before, why would it be now?
24) The word “elemental principles” (stoicei/on – stoicheion) which was seen in vs 3, is also used in Col 2:8, 20 as a reference to man made philosophies and stringent legalistic practices that have the appearance of wisdom but are actually of no value.
25) Their former bondage was to counterfeit deities, the bondage to which they have returned to is the false interpretation of the Law as being necessary, or even qualified, to produce justification.
26) To Paul, and any adjusted believer, the legalist is no better than a pagan priest supervising the worshippers of demonic gods.
27) The system was different, but the effect was the same – the status of slave instead of heir.
28) The former kept them from a knowledge of salvation, the present kept them from maturity and a full knowledge of God.
29) Any system that separates believer or unbeliever from adjustment to God is classified as elemental principles of the world.
30) Those principles are weak and sickly, possessing no strength to deliver one from the curse of the Law (Ph1), or to provide an inheritance (Ph2).
31) They are also “beggarly”, poor, and destitute of value in and of themselves.

32) As seen in 2:10, the word is also used as a  reference to those who are financially burdened, without the means to pay for their basic necessities.

33) So the elemental principles cannot help us reach God, they are too sick and weak; they cannot acquire for us anything worthy, they are without merit of their own.

34) All they can contribute is enslavement.

35) It is important to see that such enslavement is voluntary, the volition of the individual is involved – “you desire to be enslaved”.

36) Obviously, the Galatians did not consciously choose enslavement, but they needed to realize that was the inevitable conclusion.

37) Negative volition to the Ph1 gospel is an expression of the individual’s desire to be enslaved to false gods; in the Ph2 sense it expresses the pride of the one who thinks they can be as good as God of their own merit and works.

38) Both aspects lead to misery, self-defeat, and inner turmoil – why would anyone want to live that way when spiritual freedom, true peace, and an inheritance above all we can imagine is available?

39) Application: under the FHS we should seek to fulfill God’s will for our lives and avoid sin, but failures (great or small) do not hinder us from achieving the inheritance God has provided us – it is by His grace we were saved, and by His grace we will receive SG3.

40) The use of the word  a;nwqen – anōthen  “from a new beginning” points to the fact that upon salvation mankind is set free from legalistic requirements, but the Galatians were seeking to reinstate that slavery after having been set free.
41) This is the curse all legalists face – slavery, and that self-imposed.
An Example

4:10 You observe days and months and seasons and years. (P M I 2p parathre,w – paratēreō “you observe diligently” + Ac F P  h`me,ra – hēmera  “days” + c.c. kai, “and” + Ac M P  mh,n – mēn “months” + c.c. kai, “and” + Ac M P kairo,j – kairos “times/ seasons” (viewed as an occasion rather than extent) + c.c. kai, “and” + Ac M P  evniauto,j – eniautos “years”)

1) Here is an example of the weak and beggarly elemental principles the Judaizers had introduced, drawing the Galatian believers away from the purity and simplicity of Christ.

2) The Galatians had evidently not submitted to circumcision yet, but had already begun celebrating the Jewish religious calendar.

3) The Middle Voice of “observe” indicates they were scrupulously paying attention, as if it were a critical necessity.

4) Some Jewish Christians continued to observe the sacred occasions of the Torah simply from force of habit – Paul made allowance for this in deference to the weaker believer principle. cp Rom 14:1-6

5) “Days” includes weekly Sabbaths, daily fasts, and minor feasts lasting only one day.
6) “Months” refers to monthly recurring celebrations, such as the one at the beginning of each new month. cp Num 28:11 “Then at the beginning of each of your months you shall present a burnt offering to the LORD…”
7) “Times” refers to the major events lasting more than one day, such as Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles.
8) “Years” refers to the sabbatical years (every seventh year) and the Year of Jubilee (every fiftieth year).
9) The year 47-48 AD was a Jewish Sabbatical year, so it is possible the Galatians had been influenced to observe it as such.
10) These calendar rituals anticipated the reality of their fulfillment in Jesus Christ; they were but a shadow of the reality that is Jesus Christ.
11) They were commanded by God for the Age of Israel, but once their typology was fulfilled, they became inappropriate for the Church Age.
12) They were done away with, along with the Law, at the Day of Pentecost, the beginning of the Age of Fulfillment. cp Mt 5:17 “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill.”
13) Paul gives the same warning in Col 2:16-17, since Christ has removed the necessity of any ritual observance in connection with the Mosaic Law.

14) Paul himself did observe certain calendar rituals, so as to keep the door open for Jewish evangelism. cp 1Cor 16:8 (“But I will remain in Ephesus until Pentecost;”)
15) But for Gentile Christians to adopt them as matters of legal obligation was quite another matter.

16) There is a world of difference between observances that occur as a part of false teaching and deception, and strictly unnecessary observances done in good faith (where there is no doctrinal error on the part of those so engaged).

17) In the Romans reference, he is content to live and let live; here and in Colossians he is not content only to disagree, he accuses his opponents of deceitfulness.

The Pastor’s Concern

4:11 I fear for you, that perhaps I have labored over you in vain. (P P I 1s fobe,w – phobeō  “I fear/ am afraid” + Ac 2p pro su, “for you” + neg ptcl  mh,  “lest/ if not” + adv pw,j – pōs “in some way; perhaps” Pf A I 1s kopia,w – kopiaō “I have labored” + prep w/ Ac 2p pro  eivj su, “unto you” + adv  eivkh/| - eikē “in vain; worthlessly”

1) At the time of writing, the Ph2 of the Galatians had been stopped in its tracks.

2) If they did not respond positively to the epistle, all would be lost.

3) This produced such soulish discomfort for Paul that he was worried and fearful (not STA fear, but as a response from BD).

4) While he was among them he accomplished two things:

a) he gave an accurate gospel presentation, law-free and complete.

b) he taught them BD, putting them on the road to Ph2 justification and maturity. Ac 14:21-22; Gal 5:7

5) The goal of the Christian life is not merely to accumulate some SG3 or live a good life, it is to do so in connection with the Maturity Adjustment and receive the Victor’s Wreath.

6) Anything less than the ultimate in SG3 is to have run in vain, or worthlessly.

7) Any adjusted Pastor wants his sheep to gain as much eternal reward as possible, but it is the responsibility of his listeners to follow the WoG; if they fail to do so, he has ministered in vain towards them.

8) This was a regular concern of Paul’s, as seen in 2Cor 6:1. “And working together with Him, we also urge you not to receive the grace of God in vain”
9) They had been delivered from the slavery of paganism, now they are entering into the slavery of legalism.

10) This verse expresses the mental attitude of the communicator of doctrine, apostle or PT, when he observes lack of grace orientation and lack of application due to legalism.

11) It is a part of the pastor’s function to point out error and make correction, through the proclamation and teaching of the Word of God. cp 2Ti 4:1-4

Paul’s Request

4:12 I  beg  of  you,  brethren, become  as  I  am, for  I  also  have  become as you are.    (P D I 1s de,omai – deomai “I beg”(make an impassioned request) + G 2p  pro su, “of you”  V M P avdelfo,j “brethren” + P D Ip 2p gi,nomai “become” + comp adv  w`j  “as/ like” + N 1s pro  evgw, “I” + sub con  o[ti “for; because” + c.c. & N 1s pro (contracted form) kavgw. – kagō “I also” + comp adv  w`j “as/ like” + N 2p pro su, “you”) 

1) The English loses some of the force of the literal Greek, which has “I beg of you, brethren” at the end of the sentence.

2) Up to this point Paul has seemed almost impersonal and detached from his readers, more concerned with principle than their well-being.

3) Now he shows the personal love and devotion he felt for the Galatians, his spiritual children.

4) Application: if it is done within the bounds of Bible Doctrine, there is certainly nothing wrong with having a deep emotional attachment to friends and loved ones. cp Rom 9:3 “For I could wish that I myself were accursed, separated from Christ for the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh”
5) Paul is not exaggerating in his heartfelt emotional turmoil – he is making an impassioned plea for his readers’ restoration.
6) The paradox is that as an unbeliever, Saul had been enslaved to the Mosaic Law – salvation had set him free from that enslavement; now the Gentile believers were placing themselves under the very system from which he had been liberated.
7) He had totally abandoned the traditions of the elders, which were at the heart of the legalism of the Pharisees.
8) The lack of  verbs “am” and “are” is called an ellipsis, a Hebraism in which the verb is understood though not present.
9) He gives them the command to change from their present state of slavery to the freedom he enjoyed.
10) As an adjusted spiritual authority, he naturally wanted his converts to enjoy the true blessings of Position in Christ.
11) He had become like them when he had been born again, and freed from the legal restrictions of law – now he wants them to become like him, i.e. back on the true path of BD.
12) The last part of the verse goes with vs 13.
Their First Encounter

4:13 You  have  done  me  no  wrong; ( A A I 2p  avdike,w – adikeō   “you wronged” + Ac 1s pro  evgw, “me” + Ac N S adj ouvde,n – ouden  “in no way” ) but you know that it was because of a bodily illness (weak advers de, “but” + Pf A I 2p oi=da – oida “you know” (from experience) + c.c. (content)  o[ti “that” + prep w/ Ac F S  dia, avsqe,neia – astheneia “because of an illness/ weakness” + G F S w/d.a. h` sa,rx “of the flesh”) that I preached the gospel to you the first time; (A M I 1s euvaggeli,zw – euangelidzō  “I proclaimed the gospel” + D 2p  su, “to you” + Ac N S comp adj w/d.a. to. pro,teron – proteron “the first time”)

1) Paul reminds them of how they accepted him and his message at the time of their first encounter.

2) The Aorist of avdike,w – adikeō should be translated “you did… wrong”, not as a Perfect “you have done… wrong”.
3) Certainly at the time of writing they had done him wrong, cp 3:1.
4) Their spiritual situation was really quite desperate, but like most legalists, they did not even realize the danger – this was certainly troubling to Paul.
5) But the Aorist looks back to a time in the past when the action occurred – the time Paul first evangelized them.
6) There was no mistreatment from those who believed the gospel under his ministry, although certainly the negative volition caused him great suffering.
7) They knew exactly what he meant, so there was no need to go into details, as brought out by oi=da – oida “you know from experience”.
8) The word “flesh” is here synonymous with “body”, as in 2Cor 12:7 (dealing with Paul’s “thorn in the flesh”).
9) Evidently Paul had originally planned on bypassing the Galatian cities, but a bodily illness had forced a change in plans; the force of the construction is causal – this illness was the cause of the change.
10) Principle: illness and disease is not always Divine Discipline, even chronic and severe physical maladies – sometimes it is a means of Divine Guidance.
11) Job’s friends concluded there must be some hidden sin in his life that caused God to afflict him so terribly, and they were rebuked by God Himself for their judgmental attitude. Job 42:7 
12) Many times illness is the result of D.D. (but it is not for us to judge unless we have all the facts at hand.). cp 1Cor 11:30 “For this reason many among you are weak and sick, and a number sleep.”
13) Although we do not have the details of the disease, it is probable that travelling in the lower elevations, the marshy and damp climates near the sea, had brought him in contact with either malaria or “Malta fever” (brucellosis), which causes pain, nocturnal delirium, weakness, loss of appetite, and sometimes unsightly skin eruptions.
14) The higher elevations would be necessary for recuperation, so they altered their original plans due to the circumstances rather than a revelation.             cp Ac 16:6 “They passed through the Phrygian and Galatian region, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia”
15) The Apostle faithfully communicated God’s Word under circumstances that were personally difficult – he was prepared “out of season”. cp 2 Tim 4:2 “preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction.”
16) The effect was the same – God directed his path to those who were ready to pass from childhood to full sonship.

17) The irony that Paul was physically repugnant to the Galatians and yet spiritually accepted should serve to remind them of their previous spiritual condition, and begs the question why they would change.

The Test of Acceptance

4:14 and that which was a trial to you in my bodily condition (c.c. kai, “and” + Ac M S w/d.a. o` peirasmo,j – peirasmos “the test/ trial/ ordeal” + G 2p pro su, “of you; your” + prep w/ L F S  evn h` sa,rx – sarx “in the flesh” + G 1s pro evgw, “of me; my”) you did not despise or loathe, (neg ptcl  ouvk + A A I 2p evxouqene,w – exoutheneō “you did not despise” (lit – to count as worth nothing) + neg conj ouvde, “nor” + A A I 2p  evkptu,w – ekptuō “loathe” (lit – to spit out)) but you received me as an angel of God, as Christ Jesus Himself. (strong advers avlla, “but” + A D I 2p de,comai – dechomai “you received/ welcomed” (this verb emphasizes physical contact in receiving someone) + Ac 1s pro evgw, “me” + comp adv w`j “as” + Ac M S  a;ggeloj “a messenger; an angel” + G M S  qeo,j “of God” + comp adv w`j “as” + Ac M S  Cristo,j VIhsou/j “Christ Jesus”)

1) When Paul first arrived, his physical condition was such that the normal or expected reaction would have been one of disgust and repulsion.

2) Physical infirmity was regarded by Jews and Gentiles alike as a symbol of divine displeasure. cp Jn 9:1-2; Ac 28:4

3) His condition was such that it was a severe test for the Galatians, but their reaction demonstrated their positive volition.

4) It was in this sense they had done him no wrong – to reject his message due to his appearance would have been the gravest of offenses.

5) The communicator of Bible Doctrine should not be evaluated based on personal appearance, personality, or human accomplishments; rather he should be evaluated on the basis of the Doctrine he communicates.

6) For an example of how difficult it was, humanly speaking, to welcome Paul, compare the use of peirasmo,j – peirasmos in Lk 22:28 “You are those who have stood by Me in My trials”
7) Because of the positive volition in the Galatian cities, their reaction was the opposite of despising and loathing, it was one of warm welcome, due to the message.

8) This passage also refutes two false concepts:

a) Christians are not meant to suffer if they are adjusted and positive.

b) healing is for everyone (Charismatic position) – Paul, who healed many others, could not heal himself.

9) There will be times that adjusted believers suffer, sometimes greatly, under Undeserved Suffering – it may be a simple test, or God may be using them for some higher purpose accomplished through the infirmity.

10) The Corinthians were also attacked by those who held Paul in contempt; their response was inappropriate because they continued to listen to the attackers.   2 Cor 10:10 “For they say, ‘His letters are weighty and strong, but his personal presence is unimpressive and his speech contemptible.’”
11) The word “loathe” (evkptu,w – ekptuō) is literally “spit out”; it may contain a reference to the ancient practice of spitting to ward off an evil spirit. (cp “bewitched” of 3:1)

12) Certainly, it would be a test to listen objectively to a man in such a sorry condition talk about the great blessings of worshipping the true God.

13) This the Galatians did, to their eternal glory.

14) But their former reception of and rapport with the Apostle is in sharp contrast to their present condition of antagonism to Paul and the truth which he proclaimed. cp v 16

15) To be accepted warmly, and that as a messenger or angel of God Himself, is to be accorded a great honor.

16) Compare the treatment Paul and Barnabas received from the Lycaonians in Ac 14:11f, and there is no evidence they changed their attitude of respect afterwards. 

17) The manner in which a Local Church treats their Pastor-Teacher (and his family) is indicative of the degree of  their reception of the Truth and its Author.

18) To be accepted as if one was Jesus Christ Himself is the highest of honors. cp Jn 13:20 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who receives whomever I send receives Me; and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me.”
19) How is it that they had turned 180( from such a welcome, to the repudiation and rejection of the message and messenger? 

20) Answer: they failed to scrutinize the legalists’ claims against the WoG.

The Degree of Their Acceptance

4:15 Where then is that sense of blessing you had? (inter adv pou/ - pou  “where” + inferen con  ou=n  “then/ therefore” + N M S w/d.a.  o` makarismo,j – makarismos “the declaration of blessing” + G 2p pro su, “of you; your” (subj Gen)) For I bear you witness that, if possible, (sub con ga,r “for” + P A I 1s marture,w – martureō “I bear witness/ testify” + D 2p pro su, “to you” + c.c.  o[ti “that” + cond ptcl  eiv “if” + N N S adj dunato,j – dunatos “possible/ able”) you would have plucked out your eyes and given them to me. (A A P N M P evxoru,ssw – exorussō “having plucked/ gouged out” + Ac M P w/d.a. o` ovfqalmo,j – ophthalmos “the eyes” + G 2p pro su, “of you; your” + A A I 2p di,dwmi – didōmi “you gave” + D 1s pro evgw, “to me” )

1) A marked contrast between the Galatians’ former and present attitude is introduced by a rhetorical question.

2) This noun (makarismo,j – makarismos) is only used 3x, here and in Rom 4:6, 9, and basically means ‘the act of declaring or counting (someone) divinely favored’.

3) Its cognate (related but different) adjective is common (Beatitudes of Mt 5), and is used of the state of divine favor – similar to “congratulations!              cp Jn 13:17 “If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.”
4) When Paul was in their midst, they were in a state of euphoria; they rejoiced they had finally been set free; they considered themselves and Paul “blessed”.

5) This is often the state of the new believer, or the newly positive believer – after time and the attacks of the Angelic Conflict, many lose their ardor. cp Mk 4:16-17 note – it is not because of the teaching, but their own volition collapses
6) In that state, Paul testifies, they would have plucked out their own eyes and given them to him, had that been possible.

7) Application: the Holy Spirit inspires not only a tremendous affection of the communicator for his listeners (cp vs 19), but a like response directed from those listeners to the teacher.

8) “I bear…witness” is a forensic term, i.e. one used in connection with courts of law and formal debate – it amounts to a solemn declaration and oath.

9) It is not as emphatic as the expression of 1:20 – no one is disputing the current narrative; he is not trying to disprove his accusers’ false position, he is reminding his readers of the reality they knew from experience. (“you know” of vs 13) 

10) Jesus used the eye as an example of life’s most precious possessions in Mt 18:9 “And if your eye causes you to stumble, pluck it out, and throw it from you. It is better for you to enter life with one eye, than having two eyes, to be cast into the fiery hell.”
11) The language may be a graphic description of their willingness to give any of their most valuable possessions if needed. (cp “pupil/ apple of God’s eye” in Dt 32:10; Ps 17:8)

12) It may also be due to the chronic eye trouble Paul also experienced, as inferred from 6:11 (malaria sometimes attacks the optic nerve).

13) In any case, they were willing to do anything to assist their right Apostle so as to carry out his ministry.

14) Now Paul wants to know what happened; he wants to know why they no longer think of him with a sense of blessing, and where is the sense of personal blessing they had received. cp Acts 13:48 “And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord…”
15) The word “pluck/ gouge” refers not to a sanitary, painless procedure, but to violent and gruesome removal. cp Mk 2:4 “And being unable to get to Him because of the crowd, they removed the roof above Him; and when they had dug an opening, they let down the pallet on which the paralytic was lying.”
16) Attitude towards and treatment of the messenger is directly proportional to the zeal for the message.

The Wounds of a Friend

4:16 So have I become your enemy by telling you the truth? (infer ptcl w[ste –hōste  “so; accordingly” +  Pf A I 1s  gi,nomai  “I have become”  (and continue to be)  +  N M S evcqro.j – echthros “an enemy” + G 2p pro su, “of you; your” + P A P N M S avlhqeu,w – alētheuō  “speaking/ teaching/ professing  the  truth” (participle = continue  to  teach)  + D 2p pro  su, “to you”)

1) The language does not indicate animosity directed towards Paul, as much as their attitude that he was hostile towards them.

2) According to the theory of the Judaizers, Paul had given them an incomplete gospel message (to their eternal detriment), and was now chastising them for accepting the (false) gospel of the legalists.

3) The Judaizers would have suggested impure motives, based on lack of integrity, and duplicity on the part of Paul, so he asks if that is really their attitude.
4) The Galatians would have known that Paul would be displeased with them if they began to accept suggestions tending to discredit him, or diminish his standing before them.
5) They also knew he could be trusted to correct the false accusations, and in language bound to be unpalatable. cp 3:1
6) The Galatians had come to view the Judaizers as friends and Paul as an enemy – all because he had given them the truth, which they subsequently rejected.
7) And yet, it was the very Truth he had communicated then and the (unpleasant) Truth he communicated now that proved he was their friend indeed.
8) Certainly at the first presentation Paul had been warmly accepted; it was due to the acceptance of false doctrine they had become suspicious of his gospel.
9) The irony is evident: as a result of his presenting them with the Truth of the Gospel (Ph1 and Ph2) he had earned their suspicion of him as a dangerous impostor and enemy of which to beware.
10) It is a fact that many people appreciate a P-T only as long as he says what they want to hear. cp 2 Tim 4:3 “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires”
11) Too often they want him to (falsely) congratulate them, tone it down, to be nicer, ‘more loving’, or not teach difficult applications.

12) But true friendship must be based on Truth – not lies, compromise,  distortion, game playing, or half truth. cp Pro 27:6 “Faithful are the wounds of a friend, But deceitful are the kisses of an enemy.”
13) The adjusted P-T is required, however, to proclaim the Word of God, to refute Hvpt and to issue sharp correction (rebuke) to those who are not lining up with sound BD. 2Tim 4:1-2

14) This is just what we have seen from Paul – he has not backed away from the Truth in order to win back the affection of the Galatians; instead he has pounded away with the Truth, to force them to realize what they are doing and where it is heading, in terms of their Ph2.

15) In his devotion and dedication to the Truth, the Apostle has demonstrated true love for both his congregation and the Lord. cp Jn 21:15-17

16) A P-T cannot demonstrate love for his sheep by feeding them lies, soft pedaling the truth, or adding to the message his own Hvpt/ legalistic ideas.

17) A parallel situation occurred later in the Corinthian churches – they were visited by interlopers who brought a “different gospel” and tried to disparage Paul in his converts’ eyes.

18) The Apostle also protested his unchanging love for them, even while remonstrating them vigorously. 2Cor 12:11f 

Pseudo – Zeal and Approbation Lust

4:17 They eagerly seek you, (P A I 3p zhlo,w – zēloō “they eagerly seek/ zealously desire/ strive to attain” + Ac 2p pro su, “you”) not commendably, (neg ptcl ouv “not” + adv  kalw/j – kalōs “well; honorably”) but they wish to shut you out, (str advers avlla, “but/ rather” + P A I 3p qe,lw – thelō “they wish” + A A If  evkklei,w – ekkleiō “to shut out; to exclude” + Ac 2p  su, “you” ) in order that you may seek them. (sub con (purp) i[na  “so that; for the purpose that” + P A S 2p zhlo,w “you may seek/ strive to attain” + Ac M 3p pro  auvto,j “them”)

1) Paul specifies what it is that makes the legalists so threatening.

2) It would be one thing if they approached the new converts with the attitude of following the Mosaic Law as a guide to +R living, in connection with FHS.
3) They instead attacked by saying it was only by keeping their commandments (notice the distinction) that they could become +R, with or without FHS.
4) Their approach was one of zeal, ardor, and dedication. cp Mt 23:15 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you travel around on sea and land to make one proselyte; and when he becomes one, you make him twice as much a son of hell as yourselves.”
5) How could anyone doubt the motives of someone so “sincere”?

6) Certainly Paul and company had the same, or greater, level of devotion to the well-being of his listeners; what made these men so evil and malignant? 

7) Their true motivation was not one of compassion, but the burning desire to win converts to their brand of religious reversionism.

8) Their STA grid was one of Approbation Lust, the sinful desire to have the attention and approval of people.

9) This is brought out by the negative particle with kalw/j – kalōs which refers to something done well or expertly, and here it means with correct motivation (i.e. Spirit led), of which the legalists were devoid.
10) Their intent was to “exclude” or “shut out” the Galatians from the true source of their spiritual information so they would have no choice but to become dependant upon them as their spiritual leaders.
11) The same Greek verb (zhlo,w – zēloō ) begins and ends the verse in the Greek.
12) Certainly zeal, in and of itself, is not evil; it depends on the motivation. cp Jn 2:17 “His disciples remembered that it was written, ‘ZEAL FOR YOUR HOUSE WILL CONSUME ME.’”
13) It is used not only of the quest for new adherents but also of the followers’ attachment to their new leaders.
14) Their motivation to add new converts was in their own selfish interest and self glorification.
15) The Judaizers were currently courting the Galatians, offering them the “complete” guide to the CWOL, begging for the favor of enlightening them.
16) As soon as the Galatians had been separated from Paul (and the Truth), however, the circumstances would be completely opposite.
17) The legalists would force the Galatians to come crawling to them for the sake of their own spiritual survival (which the Judaizers would never have been  able to provide, either).
18) Most religious organizations, cults and fundamentalist churches alike, promise affection, fulfillment, and a deeper sense of God in order to lure in prospective victims – “Now that you’re here, how about some money?”
19) This is the pattern of false teachers :
a) first pursue believers in a dishonorable way, employing STA techniques – flattery, bullying, deception, and charisma

b) separate their victims from the “right pastor” and his teaching
c) cause believers to become dependant on them
20) The adjusted communicator zealously seeks not his own glory, but that of his listeners, and ultimately that of the Lord.

21) Certainly the Judaizers, and all other legalists, make the same claim; the determining factor is where they get their information – the Word of God or traditions of men coupled with their own “spiritual insight”. cp Col 2:18 “Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-abasement and the worship of the angels, taking his stand on visions he has seen, inflated without cause by his fleshly mind”
The Proper Approach and Attitude

4:18 But it is good always to be eagerly sought in a commendable manner, (weak advers de, “but” + N N S adj kalo,j “it is good” + adv pa,ntote – pantote “always” P P If  zhlo,w “to be eagerly sought” + prep w/ L N S adj  evn kalo,j “in a good way” ) and not only when I am present with you. (c.c. kai, “and” + neg ptcl  mh, “not” + adv mo,noj “only” + prep w/ P A If w/ d.a. & Ac 1s pro evn o` pa,reimi evgw, “when I am present” + prep w/ Ac 2p pro pro,j su, “with you”)

4:19  My children, with whom I am again in labor until Christ is formed in you — (V N P te,knon – teknon “children” + G 1s pro evgw, “of me; my” + Ac M 2p rel pro o[j “with whom” + adv pa,lin – palin  “again” + P A I 1s wvdi,nw – ōdinō “I suffer birth-pains; I am in labor” + prep w/ G M S rel pro me,cri o[j – mechri hos “until Who” (rel pro not translated) + N M S Cristo.j “Christ” + P A S 3s  morfo,w – morphoō “might be formed” + prep w/ D 2p evn su, “in you”)

Gal 4:20 but I could wish to be present with you now (c.c. de, “but” + I A I 1s qe,lw – thelō “I was wishing/ desiring/ wanting” + P A If  pa,reimi – pareimi “to be present” + prep w/ Ac2p pro pro,j su, “with you” + adv  a;rti – arti “now; at present”) and to change my tone, for I am perplexed about you. (c.c. kai, “and” + A A If  avlla,ssw – allassō “to change; to exchange one thing for another; to transform” + Ac F S w/d.a. h` fwnh, - phōnē “the voice/ sound/ tone” + G 1s pro evgw, “of me; my” + sub con o[ti “because” + P M I 1s avpore,w – aporeō  “I am perplexed” (nuance of not knowing how to decide about something) + prep w/ I 2p pro  evn su, “by you”)

1) Paul now gives the correct approach, and the honorable one, when it comes to “zealous seeking” after converts.

2) Paul showed as much, indeed more, zeal as did the Judaizers, but his was a zeal based on the Holy Spirit and Bible Doctrine. cp 2Cor 11:23 “Are they servants of Christ?-- I speak as if insane-- I more so; in far more labors, in far more imprisonments, beaten times without number, often in danger of death.”
3) Paul sought nothing except that his converts be built up in doctrine, the legalists wanted to bask in the glory of their converts. cp 1Th 2:5-6 “For we never came with flattering speech, as you know, nor with a pretext for greed-- God is witness-- nor did we seek glory from men, either from you or from others, even though as apostles of Christ we might have asserted our authority.”
4) Paul had sought the Galatians with the Truth, and he would not compromise it in order to gain them back.

5) The first part of verse 18 has to do with his pastoral zeal toward those who are positive; the last part is a gentle rebuke for their failure to reciprocate in his absence.

6) Paul now drops any antagonistic or hostile address: he instead indicates just how much godly love and affection is in his heart for them, calling them his own “children”.

7) His longing for the spiritual advancement of his children did not cease just because he was not physically present with them.

8) He wanted and prayed that they would be safe in the devil’s world, and advance to maturity using the information he had deposited with them.

9) Just as parents must warn their children about the dangers of the kosmos, children must be obedient to their parents when separated.

10) Otherwise eventual disaster is inevitable. cp 4:11

11) This affectionate address shows that he still considers them as his spiritual charge in Christ. cp 1Cor 4:15 “For if you were to have countless tutors in Christ, yet you would not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel.”
12) His love, nurturing, and spiritual care for them is seen in this verse where he appears in the role of a mother with small children. cp 1Th 2:7 “But we proved to be gentle among you, as a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own children.”
13) The affection felt by the adjusted communicator for those believers placed in his charge is nothing short of the love felt by a normal mother for her own child. cp Mt 23:37 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling.”
14) In 2Cor 11:28-29, Paul indicates this was the greatest of pressures he felt in him ministry, more intense than beatings, imprisonment, or even shipwreck! “Apart from such external things, there is the daily pressure on me of concern for all the churches. Who is weak without my being weak? Who is led into sin without my intense concern?”
15) In bringing Ph1 and Ph2 gospel news to them, he had endured great personal suffering, the “pains of childbirth” – this included the mistreatment he endured at the hands of negative volition, as well as the soulish pressure he felt, hoping to bring them to salvation and beyond.

16) Now he was enduring painful efforts to win them back to the Truth.

17) The adjusted PT must oppose false doctrine and misapplication, speak out against them whenever and wherever they may exist and in whatever form, in order to protect his congregation – he will seek to please God rather than man, using means as forceful as are called for. cp 1:9-10

18) But, because of negative volition, there are still individuals who remain completely out of reach, who may even turn against him after he has taught and exhorted in every way he knows, after much difficult labor and testing.

19) The phrase “until Christ is formed in you” indicates at what time Paul’s birth pains will cease.

20) The Greek word  morfo,w – morphoō  refers not to an instantaneous occurrence, but a gradual process.

21) The birth is not, strictly speaking, their salvation – it is a reference to the entire process of the Galatians reaching maturity.

22) The Subjunctive of “may be formed” indicates it is a potential for every believer, although few will attain it.

23) “Christ” refers to the mind and thinking of Christ, Bible Doctrine in the soul, implanted there by the Holy Spirit and the positive volition of the individual.

24) The object of Bible Doctrine in the soul is to “give birth” to a true representation of Jesus Christ through the witness of the life.

25) The goal is for the believer to imitate Jesus and God the Father. cp 1Cor 11:1 “Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.”
26) The only way this is possible is to align one’s thinking with that of God – legalists do not imitate God because legalism is the opposite of grace.

27) We must all realize that any attitude or action which does not come from Divine Viewpoint (God’s thinking) has another, inherently evil, source.

28) Since they have placed themselves under legal works for salvation, it is necessary to reaffirm the things they have rejected – grace and justification by faith.

29) Whatever is currently forming in them is not the true form/ image of Christ, and only sound doctrine in its entirety can remedy that.

30) There is no place for the communicator to compromise the Word of God to make it more palatable or less stringent – if a difficult application needs to be made or communicated, he is as responsible to teach that as he is to teach “fun” applications.

31) Paul has, up to this point, been unsympathetic and harsh, gradually softened to call them “brothers”, and now refers to them in the most affectionate term, “my little children”.

32) He re-emphasizes his affection by affirming that he wishes not to be absent, but to be in their presence so he could be even kinder.

33) No adjusted PT wants to hammer his congregation at all, much less consistently – just as no normal parent wants to constantly discipline and punish without reward and affection.

34) The Imperfect Tense of “I wish” indicates on-going action – this is not something Paul did once, it was frequent and continued.

35) In the wisdom of God, Paul was not able to be present with them when the legalists attacked, and so we have the Epistle to the Galatians as our guide, also.

36) He admits that he is uncertain/ perplexed as to how they will take his words in this letter.

37) They might focus on the uncompromising severity and overlook the underlying love and affection; they might reject the arguments he gives in favor of the Judaizers’ overt piety; they might even consider him an enemy and refuse his authority as their Apostle.

38) These are the pressures the Apostle faced, and all communicators will also.

39) These verses express perfectly his normal, human concerns and emotions for those he loves.

What Does Scripture Say?

4:21 Tell me, you who want to be under law, do you not listen to the law? ( P A Ip 2p le,gw “tell/ say” + D 1s pro  evgw, “to me” + P A P V M P w/ d.a. o` qe,lw “you who are wanting/ wishing/ desiring” + P A If eivmi, “to be” + prep w/Ac M S u`po, no,moj “under a law/ legal system” + P A I 2p  avkou,w – akouō  “do you hear/ listen to” + neg ptcl ouv “not” + Ac M S w/d.a. o` no,moj “the law”)

1) If the Judaizers appealed to the Mosaic Law and their interpretation of it, Paul could do the same. cp 3:6-13

2) His rhetorical question contains a definite note of sarcasm – Paul returns to a (milder) tone of rebuke, since there are those who still have not separated from their error.

3) Certainly Paul did not consider the Judaizers as his own personal enemies, they were enemies of the Truth – if his argument could effect their repentance and Ph2 salvation, so much the better.

4) He now focuses on those who were trying to achieve justification by keeping legal requirements; those Galatians who wanted to be under a law-system, as well as the Judaizers themselves.

5) If there were those who desired to be under a legal system (u`po, no,moj), should they not learn from the ultimate legal system, the God-given Mosaic Law?

6) Rather than let them choose the portions to which they would subscribe, Paul brings in another example from Scripture that supports his position against theirs.

7) He has used direct quotations, now he will use allegory – a story in which the entities stand for something other than their obvious sense; a figurative treatment of a subject under the guise of another.

8) This approach may be the intent of the author (as in Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress), or it may be the contribution of the interpreter.

9) The allegorical school was already rising among the Jewish schools of thought, and would be later developed into the Cabala:

a) this was an esoteric book of interpretation based on mystical interpretation of the Scriptures, designed to know the “true” or “deeper” meaning of Scripture

b) it reached its peak about the 13th century, even influencing some Christian and Reformation teachers

c) it denies the literal, historical, and grammatical approach to Biblical exegesis, depending instead on the ‘enlightenment’ of the interpreter

d) it is, therefore, Satanically inspired

e) it ignores the straightforward statements of the text and searches for the supposed higher or hidden meaning and intent of the original author

f) while Scripture does contain parables, metaphors, similes, and allegories, this method of interpretation of the straight narrative is the pure invention of the interpreter, and should be avoided.

g) yet, Paul uses allegory, under the ministry of the Holy Spirit, here and in 1Cor 9:8-10

10) Their probable allegory included the facts, but distorted the identity of Isaac (Jews) and Ishmael (Gentiles) to ‘prove’ that if one was to come under the covenant, one must align with the Mosaic Law, keeping circumcision and other commandments to justify themselves before God.

11) Because the Judaizers used allegorizing to ‘prove’ their point, Paul attacks them on their own level, and under the HS it would prove an effective counter-argument.

12) If the Galatians are so fascinated by the typically rabbinical approach of the Judaizers, fine – Paul will also present an argument they must, according to their own standards, accept.

13) “Law” is used in its wider sense of the Pentateuch, the five books written by Moses, including Genesis.

The Historical Facts

4:22 For it is written that Abraham had two sons, (sub con ga.r “for” + Pf P I 3s gra,fw - graphō “it has been written (and still is)” + c.c.  o[ti “that” + N M S VAbraa.m “Abraham” + A A I 3s e;cw – echō “had” + Ac M P card num du,o –duō “two” + Ac M P  ui`o,j – huios “sons”) one by the bondwoman and one by the free woman. (Ac M S card num  ei-j – hies “one” + prep w/ Ab F S (source)  evk h` paidi,skh – paidiskē “slave girl; bondwoman” + c.c. kai, “and” + Ac M S card num  ei-j “one” + prep w/ Ab F S  evk h` evleu,qeroj – eleutheros “free woman”)

4:23 But the son by the bondwoman (str advers avlla, “but” + N M S d.a.  o`  “the one” + comp  ptcl  me,n – men  “on the one hand” (not translated)  +  prep  w/ Ab F S w/ d.a.  evk h` paidi,skh “the slave girl/ bondwoman”) was born according to the flesh, (Pf P I 3s genna,w – gennaō “was born” + prep w/ Ac F S  kata, sa,rx – kata sarx “according to flesh”) and the son by the free woman through the promise. (comp ptcl de, “but” (on the other hand – goes with me,n – men above) + N M S d.a.  o` “the one” + prep w/ Ab F S w/ d.a. evk  h`  evleu,qeroj “free woman”  + prep w/ G F S  dia, evpaggeli,a “through promise”)

1) The typical rabbinical approach was to appeal to Scripture, then work towards proving the argument from that passage.

2) Hence Paul’s statement “for it is written”.
3) He refers to the historical facts of Gen 16 – 17, wherein Abraham and Sarah temporarily lost faith and sought to produce an heir by their own efforts, instead of continuing to trust God.
4) Abraham represents the only two approaches for man to come to God – faith or unbelief.
5) He mentions three aspects of the Genesis narrative:
a) Abraham had two sons

b) the two mothers differed in status: one was a slave, the other free
c) the two sons differed in the circumstances leading to their birth
6) Sarah knew about the promise of an heir given to Abraham, and even knew it was the Lord who had prevented her from becoming pregnant.
7) She convinced her husband to impregnate her slave Hagar, so that she could obtain a son.
8) This practice was common in ancient times, though not approved by God.  Gen 30:3,9
9) Although this activity was outside the Directive Will of God, since He did not overrule in this case we must recognize it took place only under His Permissive Will.
10) Application: there are times God will let us “have our way” even though it is, strictly speaking, against His Will; this is for our ultimate benefit, that we may learn from our mistakes.

11) Abraham was culpable since he was Sarah’s spiritual authority and should have overruled her.
12) “Flesh” is used two ways in Scripture, as referring to the natural body and referring to the Sin Nature present in the body.
13) Since Isaac was born in the natural manner, the reference cannot be to the natural body, instead it makes explicit the fact that Ishmael was not born according to God’s grace, but under energy of the flesh.
14) The result of this energy of the flesh (they did not have faith in God, whatever is not of faith is sin) was Ishmael, the son of Abraham, born of their STA activity (“according to the flesh”).
15) But God was obligated by His own words to provide a legitimate heir, so 14 years later He confirmed the promise. Gen 17:1-16
16) Even though their works and human good were against the Promise, God kept His part of the Covenant, blessing Abraham and Sarah against all odds, by the miraculous reinvigoration of their sexual ability.
17) At the time of the reconfirmation, Abraham requested that God allow his son Ishmael to be the one through whom the promise was fulfilled. Gen 17: 18 “And Abraham said to God, ‘Oh that Ishmael might live before You!’”
18) God flatly denied the request – the heir had to be born according to the promise, not the sinful activity of those seeking to fulfill God’s will on their own terms. Gen 17:19 “But God said, ‘No, but Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac…”
19) Application: God does not honor the work of people who refuse to live according to His directives, i.e. legalists who insist on worshipping God the way they determine it should be done so – the Word of God is our only guide.

20) Earlier in his history, Abraham had even attempted to name his head steward as his heir, but God had reiterated the promise to him. Gen 15:2 “Abram said, ‘O Lord GOD, what will You give me, since I am childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?’”
21) Principle: even great believers may, at times, doubt the revealed Will of God, but He is faithful to keep His Word, as per His attributes of Veracity and Immutability.
22) So, in spite of the claims of the Judaizers, physical descent from Abraham, or legal works in line with the Covenant (Ishmael was circumcised also) did not guarantee a portion of the inheritance – only by partaking of the Promise can one attain the blessings.
23) Since Ishmael was born to a slave woman, he was also under the bondage of slavery; quite different was Isaac, born to a free woman.
24) The promise to Abraham that he would have a son by Sarah was fulfilled by means of a miracle; so also the promise of Messiah was fulfilled by a miraculous birth. Isa 7:14 “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.”
The Interpretation

4:24 This is allegorically speaking, (N N P rel pro  o[stij – hostis “these things” + P I 3s eivmi, “are” + P P P N N P  avllhgore,w – allēgoreō “being spoken allegorically; being allegorized”) for these women are two covenants: (sub con ga,r “for” + N F P dem pro ou-toj – houtos “these” + P I 3s  eivmi, “are” + N F P card num  du,o “two” + N F P  diaqh,kh – diathēkē “covenants”) one  proceeding from Mount Sinai bearing children who are to be slaves; she is Hagar. (N F S card num  ei-j “one” + comp ptcl  me,n “on the one hand” (not translated) + prep w/ G N S  avpo. o;roj Sina/ “from Mount Sinai” + P A P N F S genna,w – gennaō “bearing children; giving birth” + prep w/ Ac F S  eivj doulei,a – douleia “unto slavery” + N F S rel pro o[stij “who; which one” + P I 3s eivmi, “is” + N F S prop noun ~Aga,r “Hagar”)

1) Allegory is not a legitimate method of interpreting Scripture, and yet Paul wants to show that the Judaizers’ method can be used to disprove their position and strengthen his own.

2) Therefore he begins this interpretation by emphasizing that it is allegory, so that his readers do not think he is denying the historical, factual nature of Scripture.

3) This is the only use of the word avllhgore,w – allēgoreō, although he does use the principle in 1Cor 9:8-10.

4) This further emphasizes that allegory is not the primary method of interpreting God’s Word, rather the literal hermeneutic should be used.

5) The only reason this is a legitimate allegory is that Paul was using it under the direction of the Holy Spirit, and he does not violate any principle of Scripture in the passage.

6) The allegory of Jn 10:1f is one intended by the original author, but the historical narrative of events was intended solely as a historical account.

7) Hagar was a Gentile and a slave, but she had nothing to do with the Mosaic Law, nor did she represent or foreshadow it.

8) Abraham, on the other hand, was a type of God the Father when he offered Isaac up to God, Moses was a type of Christ when he led the Israelites through the Red Sea, and Aaron was a type of Christ when he offered the sacrifices.

9) Since Hagar was a slave, she could only produce a slave – Ishmael had no right to inherit any of Abraham’s wealth. cp Gen 21:9f

10) Those seeking justification by legal works are enslaved to those demands – they can never rise above the status of slave as long as they are slaves.

11) If they are believers, they have failed to exploit the freedom that they have as a result of their position in Christ.

12) They lack basic grace orientation, a fundamental prerequisite of the CWL, and focus on who and what they are, instead of Who and What God is.

The Components Identified

4:25 Now this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia (sub con  de, “now” + N N S d.a. to. “the one” + N F S prop noun  ~Aga,r “Hagar” + P I 3s eivmi, “is” + N N S o;roj Sina/ “Mount Sinai” + prep w L F S w/ d.a.  evn h` VArabi,a “in the Arabia” (Arabian desert)) and corresponds to the present Jerusalem, (c.c. de,  “and yet” + P A I 3s  sustoice,w – sustoicheō “corresponds; parallels” (from “along with” and “a wall”, hence along the same lines with – used of military columns) + D F S w/ d.a. h` VIerousalh,m( “to the Jerusalem” + adv nu/n “now; present”) for she is in slavery with her children. (sub con ga,r “for” + P A I 3s  douleu,w – douleuō “she is a slave; she serves as a slave” + prep w/ G N P w/ d.a. meta,  to, te,knon – teknon “with the small children” + G F 3s pro  auvto,j “of her”)

1) Now Paul begins to draw on his allegory, identifying the different components.

a) Sarah and Hagar = two covenants

b) Hagar = the Mosaic Covenant, Mount Sinai (where the Law was given), and Jerusalem at the time of writing

2) Again, it is only in this context that Hagar can be identified with the Mosaic Law in any sense; the historical facts are simply that she was a slave of Sarah, who bore a son to Abraham under his misapplication.

3) Mount Sinai “in Arabia” is not a reference to the Arabs, in fact throughout Galatians the theme has decidedly emphasized that racial, historical, geographical, social, or other distinctions have no spiritual significance.

4) Just as God chose Mt. Sinai to be the geographical place for the promulgation of the Mosaic Law, He chose Jerusalem to be the geographical place where the Mosaic Covenant would be upheld and exemplified. cp 1 Ki 11:36 “…that My servant David may have a lamp always before Me in Jerusalem, the city where I have chosen for Myself to put My name.”
5) Representing Mount Sinai, Hagar corresponds to the earthly Jerusalem of Paul’s day, steeped in religious legalism and devoid of the promise of inheritance.

6) The particular spelling of “Jerusalem” (VIerousalh,m) points to the spiritual condition of the city, whether adjusted or not. cp 1:17, 18 (with ~Ieroso,luma for the physical city)
7) Because they had rejected Messiah as the fulfillment of the Promise, they were still under the curse of the Law, and therefore slaves to it. cp 3:10-14

8) Just as Hagar was under legal bondage with her son Ishmael, so the Jews were in spiritual bondage under the Law.

9) Her children are those who seek justification via legal works, but will never attain it.

10) During the current period of Israel’s unbelief, the Earthly Jerusalem is in conflict with the Heavenly. cp Rev 11:8 “and their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city which mystically is called Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified.”
The Heavenly Jerusalem

4:26 But the Jerusalem above is free; she is our mother. (sub con de, “and yet” + N F S w/ d.a. h`  VIerousalh.m “the Jerusalem” + adv a;nw “above” + P I 3s eivmi, “is” + N F S adj evleu,qeroj – eleutheros “free/ unenslaved” + N F S rel pro o[stij “she who” + P I 3s eivmi, “is” + N F S  mh,thr – mētēr “a mother” + G 1p pro  evgw, “of us; our” )

1) For the purposes of this allegory, Paul has identified Hagar the slave with the Mosaic Law – what is not directly stated but implied is that Sarah represents the covenant of promise and the Jerusalem above, the mother of all who are free.

2) Heb 11:8-10 identifies the city Jerusalem as the one Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob all sought as their inheritance/ promise.

3) The New Jerusalem will be brought to the New Earth, at the beginning of the Eternal Age, wherein the Church Universal shall dwell forever with the Lord Jesus Christ. Rev 21

4) When we became believers, we did not come to Mt. Sinai (Mosaic Law), we came to the New Jerusalem, the throne of the living God. Heb 12:18-23

5) This is the place of our spiritual citizenship, and where our true loyalties should lie. Phi 3:20 “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ”
6) Just as Abraham is considered our spiritual father, so Sarah is our spiritual mother, both share the distinction of being our spiritual forebears and examples. cp 1Pe 3:6 “Thus Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, and you have become her children if you do what is right without being frightened by any fear.”
7) Following the allegory, just as God had to give new life to the womb of Sarah in order for the promised son to exist, so He must give us new life in order for us to be His children.

8) We, as inhabitants of the free city Jerusalem, are free: free from legalism, bondage, works, and the flesh – also free to serve God as no unbeliever can.

4:27 For it is written, (sub con ga,r “for” + Pf P I 3s gra,fw – graphō “it has been written; it stands written”) “REJOICE, BARREN WOMAN WHO DOES NOT BEAR; (A P Ip 2s  euvfrai,nw – euphainō “be glad; rejoice” + V F S  stei/ra – steira “barren woman; one who cannot bear children”  +  V F S d.a.h`  “the one”  +  neg ptcl  ouv  “not” + P A P V F S  ti,ktw – tiktō  “produce/ give birth”) BREAK FORTH AND SHOUT, YOU WHO ARE NOT IN LABOR; (A A Ip 2s  r`h,gnumi – hrēnumi “break forth; attack” + c.c.  kai, “and” + A A Ip  boa,w – boaō “raise a cry (of joy or pain); shout” + V F S d.a. h` “the one” + neg ptcl ouvk “not” + P A P V F S  wvdi,nw – ōdinō “suffering birth pains; not being in labor”) FOR MORE NUMEROUS ARE THE CHILDREN OF THE DESOLATE THAN OF THE ONE WHO HAS A HUSBAND.” (exp con o[ti “for; because” + N N P adj  polu,j – polus “much; many” + “are” (ellipsis) + N N P w/d.a.  to. te,knon – teknon “the children” + G F S w/d.a. h`  e;rhmoj – erēmos “of the desolate/ deserted/ uninhabited (main use is a ‘desert land’)” + comp adv ma/llon – mallon “more” + sub con  h'  “than” + P A P G F S w/d.a.  h`  e;cw “the one who is having” + Ac M S w/d.a.  o` avnh,r – anēr “the husband”)

1) Paul will again appeal to Scripture to document his position.

2) The original citation, from Isa 54:1, deals with the restoration of the Jewish people following the Babylonian captivity.

3) Although the situation appeared hopeless to the Jews who were being taken prisoner by the enemy, the Lord assured them that Jerusalem would be restored to more than its original glory, including vast numbers of inhabitants.

4) The spiritual condition of Jerusalem preceding Babylonian Exile was one of idolatry, murder, false prophets, and denial of their one true God. cp Jer 5:20f

5) When God brought about the destruction of Jerusalem, it was a complete devastation of the old order.

6) Any women who had borne children were left desolate, their children had been slaughtered – at least those who had been barren would have hope of future child-bearing.

7) The remnant of positive believers were so few, it was as if there were none left to repopulate the restored Jerusalem promised after the Exile.

8) These were the “barren”, those for whom there seemed no hope of continuing.

9) God made these people a promise, one along the same lines as that made to Sarah and Abraham, that He would continue their line despite all appearances.

10) This Promise was so sure that the Lord commanded them to exercise faith in it by rejoicing and shouting for joy – they could rely on Him to fulfill it.

11) Selected passages that identify the “desolate” one in the context of the original prophecy are: Isa 48:18-19, 49:19-21, 51:2-3.

12) The old Jerusalem, with its misplaced religious mindset, was to be desolated, uninhabited, and a waste place. cp Jer 19:8a “I will also make this city a desolation and an object of hissing;”
13) Yet the promise/ prophecy was that in the Millennial reign, the New Jerusalem would be repopulated to overflow.

14) Paul continues with the allegory – the original prophecy had nothing to do with Sarah and Hagar, or even the Church Age.

15) He uses the prophecy in regard to Sarah, the “barren” one, and Hagar, the “desolate”.

16) The Gentiles, who had previously been barren, i.e. not producing fruit unto the Lord, were now in a better position than the desolate Jerusalem, with its false worship of God.

17) Religious Jerusalem of Paul’s day was under the same curse as that of Isaiah’s prophecy, and for the same reason: rejection of the Lord. cp Mt 23:38 “Behold, your house is being left to you desolate!”
18) The religious Jews who did not believe the Promise were no better than the idolatrous Jews of the past or the idolatrous Gentiles they so despised, since they placed some thing (their own religious ideas and practices for salvation) over the true worship of Yahweh.

19) Sarah had a husband, so does the New Jerusalem, so do we (the Church). Rev 21:2 “And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband.” and 2 Cor 11:2 “For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband, so that to Christ I might present you as a pure virgin.”
20) Hagar, however, was left desolate – without inheritance or participation in the Abrahamic Covenant. Gen 21:10-21

21) There are more unbelievers (those of the old Jerusalem mindset), than believers (those who have taken advantage of the Promise).

22) But as he has made clear, it is better to be an heir of the Promise than the son of a slave.

23) Sarah could rejoice in the promise of a son, we can rejoice in the promise of being inhabitants of the New Jerusalem.

24) If the meaning of this verse seems unusual, it is because Paul has used a principle of Biblical interpretation that allows great stretches, hence the reason it should be avoided (except when the HS led an author to do so).

Our Identification in the Allegory

4:28 And you brethren, like Isaac, are children of promise. (c.c./ weak advers  de, “and yet” + N 2p pro su, “you” + V M P  avdelfo,j – adelphos “brothers” + P I 2p eivmi, “you are” + prep w/ Ac M S prop noun kata, VIsaa,k “according to/ like Isaac” + N N P te,knon – teknon “children” + G F S  evpaggeli,a “of promise”(descriptive gen)
1) Paul now applies the allegory to the Galatians (and to all believers).

2) Based on the pattern of Isaac, we are children of promise, namely the promise to Abraham that Gentiles would be justified by faith. cp 3:8

3) That promise found fulfillment in the coming of Christ. 3:13,14, 4:4,5

4) It was fulfilled experientially when they responded to the gospel. 3:1,2, 4:13

5) Ishmael was the product of the Sin Nature, which corresponds to legalism; Isaac was the product of faith in the promise of God.

6) Since a miracle had to occur for Isaac to be born, his was a supernatural birth; in the same way, a supernatural birth was required for each of us to be born again as God’s children.

7) Since we belong to Christ, each of us are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise. 3:29

8) Since they (and we) are children of promise, born from supernatural means, they should not live under bondage as the Judaizers were trying to convince them to do.

9) Application: every believer is free in Christ and all are under obligation not to submit to the human viewpoint and legalism of the Fundamentalists.

The Flesh Vs. the Spirit

4:29 But as at that time he who was born according to the flesh (str advers avlla, “but” + comp adv  w[sper – hōsper  “just as; even as”  +  adv  to,te  “then”  + A P P N M S w/d.a. o` genna,w – gennaō “the one having been born” + prep w/ Ac F S  kata, sa,rx – sarx  “according to flesh” )  persecuted  him  who  was  born  according  to  the  Spirit, (I A I 3s diw,kw – diōkō  “was persecuting” + Ac M S d.a.  o` “the one; him”  +  prep w/ Ac N S kata, pneu/ma – pneuma “according to spirit”) so it is now also. (comp adv ou[twj – houtōs “in this way; in the same manner” + adjunc conj  kai, “also” + adv  nu/n “now”)

1) To complete the allegory, Paul now makes reference to the attitude of the STA driven “child of the flesh” towards the free “child of the promise”.

2) This is what the Galatians and all believers must recognize – sinful man, especially religious, legalistic, hypocritical reversionists have been and always will be antagonistic to the Truth and its proponents.

3) The historical occasion was a feast to celebrate the weaning of Isaac, when he was about five, and Ishmael was nineteen. Gen 21:8-9 (the ages are based on the 400 year oppression of  Gen 15:13)

4) The Hebrew word “mocking” is the same word on which “Isaac” is based (laughter), but in an intensive form.

5) The laughter was not innocent, but constituted persecution and derision – for the first time Ishmael saw his hopes of inheritance under Abraham threatened.

6) His persecution was based on resentment and jealousy – he was unwilling to acclimate to things as they now were.

7) Rather than behave himself, he persecuted Isaac, the heir of the Promise; Paul says it is “so also now”, and it continues that way until today.

8) The Lord taught that positive believers will be persecuted, in Mt 5:10-12

9) The remarkable thing is that much of the persecution does not come from the kosmos and negative unbelievers in general, but from the religious crowd.

10) Often, the greatest persecution comes from negative and lukewarm believers.

11) There is indication that both Hagar and Ishmael were believers. Gen 16:8f; 25:8 cp 17 – “gathered to his people” ; occurs 7x, always of believers.

12) Those who are outside the blessings of Bible Doctrine (grace, mercy, peace, DGP) will resent and persecute those who enjoy their freedom; whether through overt attack or mockery.

13) Application: we must recognize these attacks for what they are, a challenge to our freedom in Christ and an attempt to drag us back to the slavery of legalism and its proponents.

14) It was the religious Pharisees and other religious leaders who persecuted and killed Jesus, not the Gentiles. Ac 2:23 “this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death.”
15) Paul’s fiercest opponents were the fanatically zealous religious Judaizers.    Ac 21:27f

16) Some of the greatest opposition today comes from the pulpits of those who refuse to follow the straight and narrow.

Resultant Separation

4:30 But what does the Scripture say? (str advers  avlla, “but” + Ac N S inter pro  ti,j – tis “what” + P A I 3s  le,gw – legō “says” + N F S w/d.a.  h` grafh, - graphē “the writing; the Scripture”) “CAST OUT THE BONDWOMAN AND HER SON, (A A Ip 2s evkba,llw – ekballō “cast out” (Aor imp = once for all time) + Ac F S w/d.a.  h` paidi,skh – paidiskē “the slave-girl/ bondwoman” + c.c. kai, “and” + Ac M S w/d.a.  o` ui`o,j “the son” + G F 3s pro  auvto,j “of her; her”) FOR THE SON OF THE BONDWOMAN SHALL NOT BE AN HEIR  (sub con ga,r “for” + N M S w/d.a. o`  ui`o.j “the son” + G F S w/d.a. h` paidi,skh “of the bondwoman” + double neg ptcl w/ F A I 3s ouv mh, klhronome,w – klēronomeō  “absolutely will not inherit/ be an heir” (double neg = “in no way whatsoever”)) WITH THE SON OF THE FREE WOMAN.” (prep w/ G M S w/d.a. meta, o` ui`o,j “with the son” + G F S  h` evleu,qeroj – eleutheros “of the free woman”)

4:31 So then, brethren, we are not children of a bondwoman, but of the free woman.

(infer ptcl  dio, “so then; therefore” (based on preceding info) + V M P  avdelfo,j – adelphos “brothers” + neg ptcl w/ P I 1p  ouvk eivmi, “we are not” + N N P te,knon “children” + G F S paidi,skh “bondwoman” + str advers  avlla, “but; but rather” + G F S w/d.a. h` evleu,qeroj “of the freewoman”)

1) The second of two points Paul makes regarding the story in Genesis (the first being persecution) is separation from those who are antagonistic to our spiritual well-being.

2) The quotation is from Gen 21:10, originally the words of Sarah, but confirmed by God Himself in v 12.

3) As we have seen before (3:8), Paul gives the written word itself the same authority as God – God said it, it is recorded in Scripture, therefore the Scripture says it.

4) Just as Ishmael was not adjusted to the doctrine of the Abrahamic Covenant passing through Isaac, so the Judaizers were not happy with the works-free gospel and their place in the new dispensation.

5) They were jealous and highly resentful of these Gentiles who had been given equal access to God, without reference to the Mosaic Law.

6) Their thinking was, “If we were under obligation to keep the Law, why should these people get a free pass?” cp Mt 20:2-16

7) The point is that the Galatians should do likewise: get the unrepentant legalists out of their lives and churches.

8) As Ishmael was not going to get any better as long as he lived with Abraham, so the Judaizers must go if things were to get back to normal.

9) Hagar and Ishmael represent those who adhere to salvation by works, Ph2 justification by legal acts alone, or any form of a works-based gospel.

10) Sarah’s words to Abraham, confirmed by God, is reflected in our separation from religious reversionism.

11) In the allegory, Hagar = the Mosaic Law = present Jerusalem with its religious mindset of works = legalists.

12) But we, as spiritual children of Sarah and the Promise, are citizens of the New Jerusalem, free born without reference to law – any law.

13) Legalists have no part or parcel of the inheritance – Ph1 salvation,  Ph2 blessing or Ph3 reward.

14) The words “so then” show that the conclusion stated here is logically derived from what is stated above.

15) Paul was a literal, physical descendant of Abraham and Sarah, the Gentiles were not; but the most important relationship is brothers due to adoption by God and position in Christ, hence the address “brethren”.

16) Physical relationship or the lack thereof does not determine the relationship of the believer with God. cp Rom 2:28-29

17) It was Jews and Judaizers that were persecuting Christians (Paul and the Galatians), not vice versa – therefore they correspond to Ishmael against Isaac.

18) We are not to allow them to convince us we are not worthy of inheritance (the derision and mocking of Ishmael), we are worthy via our relation to our spiritual mother, the free woman.

19) The Judaizers were believers, but they refused to let go of their legalism, voluntarily placing themselves under the slavery of legalism and asceticism and impelling others to do so.

20) The phrase “so it is now” of vs 29 relates the case of Isaac and Ishmael to believers and legalists – as Ishmael was driven away from the true heir, so the legalists must be removed from our midst. 

21) The implication is clear – since we are children of a free woman, we ought not to act like slaves, or giving slaves authority over us.

End Galatians Chapter 4
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