Introduction to Galatians

1) Authorship: except for a few radical opponents, the authorship of Galatians has always been recognized as Pauline.

a)   The author calls himself “Paul”  1:1

b) The early church fathers, Clement of Rome, 96, Ignatius, 115, Polycarp (who studied under the Apostle John) 116, etc recognized the Pauline authorship.

c)  The historical background in Acts fits perfectly within the context of the book.

2 Recipients:

a) The Greek word Galatai is a variant form of  Keltai  ‘Celts’ (Latin Galli).

b) The Celts migrated from Central Europe, into modern day France, Great Britain, South Germany, and Northern Asia Minor (present day Turkey).

c) In 25 BC their kingdom was reorganized under Caesar Augustus as an imperial province.

d) In so doing, he added much of Southern Asia Minor to the province, though technically the Galatians had never occupied that area.

e) The term ‘Galatians’ is akin to the term ‘British’, which includes the Welsh, Irish, Scots, and English.

f) The question is: were the Galatian churches in the south or north?

g) Compelling evidence indicates the Southern Galatian churches are addressed here.

1) W.M. Ramsay (1851 – 1939) traveled the route of Paul as found in Acts, and determined the Northern Galatian route would not work.

2) The main line along which Christianity advanced through Asia Minor was the road from Syria through the Cicilian Gates to Iconium and Ephesus, then across the Aegean Sea.

3) The two subsidiary lines from Philadelphia to Troas, and North to Amisos on the Black Sea, did not even enter Northern Galatia.

4) Acts 14, the record of Paul’s first missionary journey, mentions only Southern cities.

5) The Jerusalem Council of Acts 15 occurred between Paul’s first and second missionary journeys, but is not mentioned in Galatians (though the Council supported his argument in the book).

6) Paul had chastised Peter (Gal 2:11) for not living according to Grace, but Peter defended Paul’s position at the Council (Acts 15:7-11)

7) Acts 16 is Paul’s second missionary journey, back through the churches he had established, and only South Galatian churches are mentioned.

h) Galatians was written in 49 AD, to the churches in South Galatia.

i) Galatians was a cyclical letter, intended to be read in each church, and then carried by messenger to the next church, making the full rounds of all the churches in the area.

3. The problem:

a) Shortly after Paul left the Galatian region, false teachers came in and tried to dissuade these new Christians from the truth of the gospel as proclaimed by Paul.

b) These false teachers were from the Pharisees who had believed in Jesus as Messiah (Ac 15:5) but still held that observance of the Mosaic Law was a requirement of salvation.

c) They sought to impose circumcision, dietary restrictions, Jewish feast days, and other elements of the Mosaic Law upon the Gentile converts.

1) Their thinking was that since the Jews were God’s chosen people, and the Law had been given to the Jews, one had to abide by His Law in order to be saved.

2) They attacked the truth of Paul’s message, his apostolic credentials, and his own character.

3) Their message was that Paul’s gospel was only the beginning of salvation, and the Mosaic Law was the completion of it.

4) To the Gentile converts, who had been accustomed to worshipping gods who demanded overt and physical acts of obeisance, these specious arguments gained credibility, and they abandoned the true doctrine of Grace.

 4. The truth of the gospel:

a) The Judaizers claimed superior knowledge over Paul, but Paul demonstrates that his message came directly from the risen Lord Jesus Christ.

b) He proves that salvation by faith and by works are mutually exclusive.

c) He reprimands the Galatians for being so quickly and easily deceived by this false teaching, so contrary to that which he had taught them.

d) To Paul, and all adjusted believers, all the credit for our salvation goes to Jesus Christ – there is nothing any man can do to merit salvation, or to please God via works of the flesh.

e) He even goes so far as to pronounce a curse on anyone who would dare to proclaim a gospel that adds requirements to the simple truth that Jesus, the Son of God, died for our sins, was buried and resurrected, and that all propitiatory work was accomplished on the cross.

