2Thessalonians Chapter 3

Pray for Your Pastor

To. loipo.n proseu,cesqe( avdelfoi,( peri. h`mw/n( i[na o` lo,goj tou/ kuri,ou tre,ch| kai. doxa,zhtai kaqw.j kai. pro.j u`ma/j(
3:1 Finally, brethren, pray for us (Ac N S w/d.a. to. loipo,j – loipos “the rest; for what remains” + V M P avdelfo,j “brothers” + P D Ip proseu,comai – proseuchomai “pray; make request” + prep w/ G 1p pro peri, evgw, “concerning/about us”) that the word of the Lord may spread rapidly and be glorified (sub con i[na (non-final) “that” + N M S w/d.a. o` lo,goj – logos “the word/message” + G M S w/d.a. o` ku,rioj – kurios “of the Lord” + P A S 3s tre,cw – trechō “may make progress; may spread rapidly” (the nuance is exertion) + c.c. kai, “and” + P P S 3s doxa,zw – doxadzō “it may be glorified”), just as it did also with you; (comp adv kaqw,j “just/exactly as” + c.c. (adj) kai, “also” (supply “it did”) + prep w/ Ac 2p pro pro,j su, “toward/with you”)

kai. i[na r`usqw/men avpo. tw/n avto,pwn kai. ponhrw/n avnqrw,pwn\ ouv ga.r pa,ntwn h` pi,stijÅ
3:2 and that we may be delivered from perverse and evil men; (c.c. kai, “and” + sub con (non final) i[na “that” + A P S 1p r`u,omai – hruomai “we may be delivered from immediate danger” + prep w/ Ab M P adj avpo,  a;topoj – atopos kai, ponhro,j – ponēros “perverse/improper and evil/sinful” + Ab M P a;nqrwpoj – anthrōpos “men”) for not all have faith. (exp con ga,r “for; because” + neg ptcl w/ Ab M P (antecedent = perverse and evil men) ouv pa/j “not all” supply “have” + N F S w/d.a. h` pi,stij “the faith”)

1) This chapter begins with an adverbial phrase that Paul uses when closing a letter, or moving on to things of a more practical nature; coupled with the term “brothers”, it indicates a shift in subject matter.  cp Phi 3:1, 4:8; 1Th 4:1

2) Paul is now going to address a serious failing in this LCh, but first he commends them and requests their prayers.

3) Not fully reflected in the English translation, the verb “pray” stands emphatically forward in the Greek, and in the Present tense stresses its importance and urgency.

4) Paul’s request for prayer demonstrates he did not think himself sufficient in and of himself to accomplish the great task with which God had entrusted him.

5) Since Paul has just expressed his prayer for the troubled readers, they should support their spiritual leaders in mutual intercession; prayer for others lightens the load upon each of us, so request the ability, opportunity, and strength necessary for your PT.

6) The weaknesses of the flesh, the attacks of Satan, the rejection of unbelievers and believers alike, combined with the intensity of the battle, can cause any of us to want to throw in the towel; we all need the prayer support of others on our behalf.

7) The content of their prayers is specified, and is two-fold:

a) prayer as it relates to the progress of the gospel.

b) prayer as it relates to the messengers of the gospel.

8) The first prayer uses an athletic metaphor applied to the WoG, since His Word is living and active.  cp 1Cor 9:24-27

9) It is no mere impersonal entity, but has the power of God inherent in it, and is viewed as an active force which cannot be fully stopped.  cp Ac 12:24, 19:10; 2Tim 2:9

10) Here the Present tense of both verbs indicates they are not to pray for a single, striking success, but an ongoing progress and glorification.

11) The second part of their prayers, in relation to the WoG, relates to the response of those to whom the Word comes; God and His Word are glorified when people accept it for what it is.  cp 1Th 2:3

12) The final phrase, “just as it did also with you”, recalls the success that the Word had among the Thessalonians, in spite of hindrances, obstacles, and persecutions.

13) This also points out that his wish was for steady growth and progress, rather than an unimpeded course, since BD was progressing rapidly among them, but was certainly being bitterly opposed.

14) Paul’s desire is that he enjoy similar success in other areas to which he would go, including the current arena of his canon, Corinth.

15) Next comes a personal prayer request, since he recognizes that many have withstood the Truth in the past and that everywhere he went he faced intense opposition.

16) There existed in his time, and does in ours, a class of people who were not content to be negative and reject the gospel; they were intent on stopping its spread to others.

17) Paul’s request that he be delivered from these people stems not from thoughts of personal safety as much as his purpose to bring the good news to the Positive.

18) These types are characterized by the adjectives perverse and evil.

19) The first deals with that which is out of place, or which does not belong, and deals with the intrusion of negative volition into that which does not concern them.

20) Coupled with the second adjective, it paints a picture of men who are hostile, malicious, and injurious to the cause of Christ and to His messengers; the first deals with their activities, the second with their character.

21) We know that he had experienced intense hostility and rejection in Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea, Athens.  Ac 16:22f, 17:5-13, 18:6

22) Even his time currently in Corinth was a time of intense pressure, to the point that he was growing fearful and worried for his own safety.  1Cor 2:1-3

23) The final phrase of vs 2 explains the active opposition of those who are negative – their rejection of the message of Jesus Christ is the basis for their hostile rejection of those who proclaim that message.

24) In essence, Paul states that if they were rightly related to God, they would not be engaging in this sort of malicious, destructive behavior.

25) Principle:  all men’s actions are influenced and determined by what they believe.

The Source of Our Protection

pisto.j de, evstin o` ku,rioj( o]j sthri,xei u`ma/j kai. fula,xei avpo. tou/ ponhrou/Å
3:3 But the Lord is faithful, (weak adv de, “but” + N M S w/d.a. o` ku,rioj – kurios “the Lord” + P I 3s eivmi, “is” + N M S pisto,j “faithful/trustworthy”) and He will strengthen and protect you from the evil one. (N M S rel pro o[j “who” + F A I 3s sthri,zw – stēridzō “will strengthen/establish” + c.c. kai, “and” + F A I 3s fula,ssw – phulassō “will protect/guard” + Ac 2p pro su, “you” + prep w/ Ab M S w/d.a. (sep) avpo, o`   ponhro,j – ponēros “away from the evil” (nuance of malicious, active evil))

1) In light of the lack of the faith among those antagonistic to the Truth, and the thought of the lack of faith/hope that was rampant among this congregation, Paul immediately thinks of the faithfulness of the Lord toward believers.

2) This passage is the only one that specifically designates the Lord (i.e. Jesus) as faithful, although others attribute the quality to God.  1Cor 1:9, 10:13; 2Cor 1:18

3) No matter what attacks the forces of evil may muster against the positive believer, Jesus Christ will personally see to it that nothing is ever truly successful.

4) Not only will He never abandon those who are faithful, He never fully abandons those who are faithless.  2Tim 2:13  

5) Paul is a perfect example of the fact that no matter how unfaithful men may be, the Lord is completely trustworthy.  2Tim 4:16-18

6) The Word of the Lord has this same faithful, trustworthy quality, and the PT must be grounded in it for that reason.  Tit 1:9  “holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, that he may be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict.”
7) The prayer request of 2:16-17 is now expressed as an assurance that the prayer will be granted: “He will strengthen and protect you…”

8) The first verb, “strengthen”, refers to the inner stabilization, while the second assures them that they will be protected from outward assault.

9) The strengthening of believers is accomplished through the teaching of BD, which is then assimilated by the inner man.  cp 1Th 3:2

10) God has consistently provided positive volition with exactly what it needs in terms of doctrine, and this includes all that is necessary to provide for the intake of BD – a PT, the WoG, facilities in which to meet, etc.

11) Coupled with the Lord’s obvious intention to strengthen and establish us, we must exercise our resolve to see that we are established in BD (pray for the strength to pass your tests).  cp Rom 1:11, 16:25; Js 5:8  “You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.”
12) There is some question among interpreters as to the term “the evil”; some see it as a designation for Satan, the ultimate source of all evil in the AC, others see it as all that is evil or malicious (deliberately harmful; spiteful).

13) Paul has just requested prayer for the team that they be protected from all evil men, and the sense here seems to be a reassurance to the Thessalonians that the Lord will protect them from evil, no matter from where it comes.

14) We know that Satan is the ultimate malicious enemy of God, the Lord, His Word, and His children, and is the instigating force behind all attacks that may come through men who are similarly opposed to the Truth.

15) However, negative volition needs little prompting to attack those who adhere to His Plan, the protection provided by God covers those who are antagonistic on their own.

16) The Lord will frustrate any attacks of evil upon His Church, so that each believer can have the freedom to complete their Ph2.  cp Rev 3:8 “I know your deeds. Behold, I have put before you an open door which no one can shut, because you have a little power, and have kept My word, and have not denied My name.”
17) No matter how anyone may oppose the Truth, the fact is that God protects us from any attack that would overwhelm us, and so the Church continues to exist and function even in the most difficult of times.  2Tim 3:1f; Js 5:1f; Rev 2:10

18) Paul knew that the cosmic system is tied into the source of evil, Satan. cp Eph 6:12

Confidence in Positive Volition
pepoi,qamen de. evn kuri,w| evfV u`ma/j( o[ti a] paragge,llomen poiei/te kai. poih,seteÅ
3:4 And we have confidence in the Lord concerning you, (weak adv (intro) de, “now” + Pf A I 1p pei,qw – peithō “we trust; we are certain/confident” + prep w/ L M S (sph) evn   ku,rioj “in the Lord” + prep w/ Ac 2p pro evpi, su, “upon/concerning you”) that you are doing and will continue to do what we command. (exp con o[ti “that” (content) +      Ac N P rel pro o[j “what things” + P A I 1p paragge,llw – parangellō “we command” + P A I 2p poie,w “you are doing” + c.c. kai, “and” + F A I 2p poie,w “will do”)

1) This verse begins with the transitional use of de, and picks up another thought.

2) It sets forth the apostolic confidence in the fact that these believers were headed in the right direction, and lays the groundwork for the instructions soon to follow.

3) Faith-rest and trust in the Lord’s protection does not leave the believer as a passive recipient; Divine empowerment and human effort must be combined.

4) Whatever individual and corporate problems may have existed, there was no rejection of their Apostle’s authority; they remained faithful to him and his message because they recognized he was God’s spokesman.

5) It was this loyalty and faithfulness to the Pauline teaching that was the basis for his confidence in their continued spiritual advance.

6) His confidence was not some misplaced emotional attachment to these believers, nor was it some unfounded optimism; it was based on the faithfulness of the Lord and their previous record in regard to BD.

7) Application:  in spite of their problems, adjusted believers make it evident that they continue to possess the high quality of positive volition that convinces their leader they will make it spiritually.

8) We know that the jury is still out on each of us until we reach the Bema Seat; however the PT recognizes whether or not a given believer is saying and doing the things that are necessary to make it spiritually.

9) The immediate basis for his confident conclusion is based on what they have done so far and what they were currently doing.

10) It is logical to conclude that a believer who has been obedient to the teaching in the past, and is currently obedient to the pulpit, will most likely continue in that state.

11) This does not mean that everyone in the LCh was doing what they had been taught, but that the majority were making sufficient applications to merit this commendation.

12) His confidence regarding the future extends to every area of application in which he might instruct them, or repeat instructions he had already given.

13) The term “command” (parangellō) indicates that the communicator has the right and the authority to command that the believers under his charge fulfill the dictates of Scripture, since he is passing those dictates from God to them.

14) These commands are not mere suggestions or helpful advice, they are the binding orders passed on from God’s revealed Will for our lives.

15) The term seems to focus on the practical issues of godliness, which some may not tend to associate with loving God, but cp 1Th 4:2, 11.

16) In fact, Paul is setting them up for the apostolic command dealing with the work ethic and the necessity of separating from those who will not comply.  vss 6-15

Prayer Related to Application

~O de. ku,rioj kateuqu,nai u`mw/n ta.j kardi,aj eivj th.n avga,phn tou/ qeou/ kai. eivj th.n u`pomonh.n tou/ Cristou/Å
3:5 And may the Lord direct your hearts (weak adv de, “and” + A A O 3s kateuqu,nw – kateuthunō  “may … direct/guide” + N M S w/d.a. o` ku,rioj “the Lord” + Ac F P w/d.a. h` kardi,a – kardia “the hearts” + G 2p pro su, “of you; your”) into the love of God (prep w/ Ac F S w/d.a. eivj h` avga,ph – agapē “unto/into the love” + G M S w/d.a. o` qeo,j “of the God”) and into the steadfastness of Christ. (c.c. kai, “and” + prep w/ Ac F S w/d.a. eivj h` u`pomonh, – hupomonē “unto/into the steadfastness/patient endurance” + G M S w/d.a. o` Cristo,j “of the Christ”)

1) This verse constitutes the second prayer request of the three found in this short letter.  2:16-17, 3:16

2) Vs 4 dealt with the continuing application of BD by these believers, and vs 5 moves to the necessary prayer support for them.

3) The fact that they are generally headed in the right direction does not mean that they are self-sufficient; they are just as dependent on the Lord now as they have ever been.

4) He has complemented them on their faith and love in 1:3, but this verse recognizes that they still have some distance to go in terms of spiritual growth.

5) This is not a prayer to the Lord, but a recognition that it is He that controls personal history, and therefore it is He that will guide them into all the truth they desire.

6) Paul’s prayer-wish is for them to have a greater understanding and capacity for the love of God, Bible Doctrine, and its effect in their lives.

7) This is not a prayer asking the Lord, i.e. Jesus, to change their volition, but to show believers the way they are to relate to others (both actively and passively).  Phi 2:3-5

8) The phrase “love of God” is primarily a Subjective Genitive, or the love that is produced by God; the Objective view is also present, since as we experience His love for us, a reciprocal demonstration of our love for Him is created.  

9) This in turn will result in a greater expression of God’s love through them, toward God and their fellow believers.  cp 1Jn 4:7-11

10) This expansion of their capacity for love demands a continued function of GAP in their lives, as well as a strong prayer life.

11) They must be daily occupied with the Lord and His Word in order to come closer to the ideal of “walking in love”.  Eph 5:1-2

12) A naturally occurring result of a continued walk/CWL in the sphere of, or according to, love (and its resultant application) is patient endurance, since we come to know that the glory to follow far outstrips the sufferings of time.  1Cor 13:4-7

13) So Paul’s second request is that their hearts may be guided/directed into the patience which proceeds from Christ, the very patience He possesses.

14) Again, the Objective Genitive nuance is observed, as we exercise patience in regard to the Parousia of Christ, waiting for His perfect timing over our own.

15) This means that each believer must fight the temptation to become impatient with the way their niche is progressing (hupomonē = patience in regard to circumstances).

16) The Lord is specifically declared to be patient in 2Pet 3:9, and His patience is directed to a very specific end (2Pet 3:15).

17) The life of the positive believer is fraught with frustrations and situations that exasperate us from time to time, but we are not to succumb to the temptation to become frustrated with the Lord or the pace at which His Plan is moving.

18) Instead, we are to exhibit a Relaxed Mental Attitude and commit our sufferings to a faithful Creator.  1Pet 4:19

19) Patience is a necessary ingredient that God desires for each believer, as seen in:

a) its necessity for maturity – Lk 8:15; Js 1:2-4

b) its effect on our character – Rom 5:4

c) the Word of God – Rom 15:4

d) the fact that we need it if we are to be rewarded – Heb 10:36

e) the racing metaphor – Heb 12:1

20) These believers will soon be under a test in regard to certain undisciplined members of their congregation and will need to manifest the love and the patience of Christ.

21) This does not mean that we are to tolerate any and all failures, but that our general demeanor toward other positive believers is to be that of love and patience.

The Command of Separation

Paragge,llomen de. u`mi/n( avdelfoi,( evn ovno,mati tou/ kuri,ou VIhsou/ Cristou/ ste,llesqai u`ma/j avpo. panto.j avdelfou/ avta,ktwj peripatou/ntoj kai. mh. kata. th.n para,dosin h]n parela,bosan parV h`mw/nÅ
3:6 Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, (weak adv de, “now; but” + P A I 1p paragge,llw – parangellō “we give/pass on orders” + D 2p pro su, “to you” + V M P avdelfo,j “brothers” + prep w/ L N S (sph) evn o;noma – onoma “in matters of the name/reputation” + G M S w/d.a. o` ku,rioj “of the Lord” (no 1p pro is present, cp vs 12 – Paul’s command/orders come from the Lord of all, not just our own, hence the importance of applying them) + G M S VIhsou/j Cristo,j “Jesus Christ”) that you keep aloof from every brother who leads an unruly life (P M If ste,llw – stellō (occurs only in the Middle Voice in NT; Active Voice is “place in a set order”; the Middle produces and receives the action, therefore with apō it is “to place oneself in the correct position away from someone or something”) “to keep aloof; to guard against” + Ac 2p pro  su, “you yourselves” + prep w/ Ab M S (sep) avpo, pa/j “away from every” + Ab M S avdelfo,j “brother” + P A P Ab M S peripate,w – peripateō “living consistently” (comp – Lit = “walking around”, i.e. conducting oneself) + adv avta,ktwj – ataktōs “unruly; disorderly; in an undisciplined manner” (cp avtaktoj in 1Th 5:14)) and not according to the tradition which you received from us. (c.c. kai, “and” + neg ptcl w/ prep w/ Ac F S w/d.a. mh, kata, h` para,dosij – paradosis “not according to the tradition/instruction” + Ac F S rel pro o[j (GT = h]n) “which” + A A I 3p paralamba,nw – paralambonō “they all received” + prep w/ G 1p pro para, evgw, “from us” (para w/ Gen = direct contact))

1) These verses are one of the primary sections dealing with the absolute necessity of physical separation and rejection of believers, under certain and specific situations.

2) Certain activities, (e.g. illicit sexual activity, drug abuse, constant complaining, refusal to attend Bible Class, or taking issue with the teaching and leadership of the church) demand an unpleasant but essential overt separation; Paul’s command is to put into effect this necessary application.

3) Paul’s directive is clear: if someone continuously refuses to line up with the dictates of Scripture, but instead makes excuses, seeking to justify their failures, the adjusted believer has but one course of action.

4) The serious nature of this problem is recognized by the fact that it was mentioned in the first epistle, and that only the correction of their misunderstanding regarding the day of the Lord receives more discussion.

5) Since the crisis, which was lightly touched upon in the first letter (4:11, 5:14), had not yet been resolved, Paul now resorts to stronger measures in dealing with it.

6) Bear in mind that this was a congregation which was still very young in BD (approx. 2 yrs), and while we might expect a less stern approach by the Apostle, Paul thought it necessary to issue a relatively harsh rebuke.  cp 1Cor 6:5, 11:22

7) This brings out some important points: people can and should be expected to GAP and apply certain doctrines in a very short period of time, compliance can be achieved without years of spiritual growth, and a stern rebuke sometimes becomes a necessity.

8) Application:  if you have been taught the right thing to do, do it!

9) Paul opens this section with a command to withdraw from those who were not in compliance with this area of BD, made more solemn by the phrase “in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ”, i.e. with His full sanction and authority.  cp Lk 9:53-56

10) This command is not a suggestion, subject to discussion, debate, or modification; it is a Royal Imperative with which an adjusted believer is expected to comply.

11) The subject of this command is the LCh at large, especially directed toward the sober majority who are in line with the dictates of BD; it is directed against that small minority in the LCh who are not complying with what they have been taught.

12) This command forced them to deal with their non-compliance; unless they had a legitimate reason not to conform to BD, they must answer the question “why?”

13) In 1Th 5:14, those who were spiritually adjusted were told to exercise a certain verbal corrective for those who were designated unruly.

14) Since that had not proven effective in resolving the problem, verbal warnings had to escalate to overt, active segregation of the offending parties.

15) Doubtless, as the PT of the Thessalonian LCh began reading this command from Paul, those individuals who were not in compliance with the directives would start to feel some discomfort – this was a part of Paul’s strategy as well.

16) This is not a command to expel or excommunicate these believers from the LCh, it is merely a command to withhold normal social life from them, as a form of rebuke, until they comply with Paul’s directive.

17) Although this was a serious failure on the part of these individuals, simply with-holding social contact was deemed sufficient to effect repentance; other, more serious sins called for outright removal from the LCh. cp 1Cor 5:9-13

18) This is not Paul’s method for “controlling the congregation”, coercing application out of those who refuse to apply, nor is it merely “Paul’s opinion”; the correct attitude is “you can do this as long as you want, but Scripture says this is what I have to do”. 

19) This is Paul’s (and the Lord’s) method for discipline to ensure the continued health, safety, and security for the flock at large, as well as the individual sheep who are straying from the straight and narrow.  

20) If this is allowed to continue, the individuals involved will become total casualties in regard to the maturity adjustment, and damage will be done to the congregation at large as this immature thinking spreads.  cp 1Cor 5:6

21) This is the purpose behind all separation, to bring soulish sorrow into the life of the recalcitrant (stubbornly resisting and defying authority) believer, hopefully effecting repentance and application.  cp vs 15

22) The command is to keep aloof, avoid, and separate from those who fall under the description that follows, indicating that:

a) these are believers, and the Doctrine of Separation is necessary, although unpleasant, toward believers from time to time.

b) there is to be no respect of persons; personal preferences and attachments must be set aside in the interest of the straying believer and oneself.

23) The first phrase is “every brother who walks disorderly”, with the Present Participle of  peripateō  indicating ongoing, consistent action.

24) This is no momentary lapse, it is consistent, unrelenting refusal to comply with the responsibility that each believer has to align themselves with the commands of Scripture as passed on by the communicator/PT.

25) The adverb disorderly/unruly (ataktōs) referred to any and all sorts of irregular conduct among soldiers – from failure to march in ranks, to quitting their post, to sloppy dress, to going completely AWOL.

26) The irregularity in the Thessalonian ranks was that of quitting their post, i.e. failing to discharge their normal, daily duties in their everyday lives.

27) As we shall see, these people who were not busy doing what they were supposed and expected to do, had sufficient time for engaging in other unsuitable activity.  vs 11

28) Once a believer adapts their lifestyle to that of non-production, they begin to truly believe that they are unable to meet the demands placed on them by God, and instead find other more self-serving and inappropriate activities in which to engage themselves.  cp 1Tim 5:13 “And at the same time they also learn to be idle, as they go around from house to house; and not merely idle, but also gossips and busybodies, talking about things not proper to mention.”
29) This is true of any believer: if they do not discipline themselves to buckle down and apply the BD, it provides an inordinate amount of time for them to engage in STA activities, which do not produce SG3 and are ultimately destructive.  cp Pr 24:30-34

30) Believers who are not strictly monitoring and applying in the areas in which they should will seek out companionship and social life from those who will not rebuke their disorderly conduct; they have convinced themselves that they are correct in their misapplications and do not want to hear opposing viewpoints.

31) Adjusted believers should note those who are constantly neglecting the specifics of their niche, including:

a) those who consistently fail to keep their promises or obligations.

b) pastors who will not study and teach consistently.

c) deacons whose area is shoddy and substandard.

d) women who do not attend to their husbands, children, and housework.

32) These believers should be verbally admonished, and if application is not forthcoming, social segregation is the next step; overt actions often achieve what words cannot.

33) It is also obvious that separation is not always possible, in which case the overt example of the adjusted believer replaces verbal admonition. cp 1Pet 3:1-2 “In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if any of them are disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives, as they observe your chaste and respectful behavior.”
34) The second description is that they are not living according to the tradition they had received, indicating that Paul had taught this subject and made it quite clear as to the Dvpt and the expected application required.

35) The reading “you received” (W-H) is found in a small number of Greek manuscripts, but the reading “they received” (UBS), i.e. the slackers, has more support. 

36) The latter text incorporates a slightly unusual form of the verb, and the 3rd person might have surprised later scribes who would have changed it to a 2nd pl.

37) The fact is that these people had been warned more than once (including the instructions contained in the first epistle to them), and still stubbornly refused to alter their own ideas about correct behavior.

38) Vs 12 will contain an appeal to the conscience of these offenders, but these instructions are for those who are correctly applying the principles of Scripture.

39) We have seen the importance of prophecy for a new LCh in the instruction of Paul for this young group; now we see the importance, even necessity, of practical application of Scriptural commands in everyday life.

40) For a believer to reject what they have been previously (or currently) taught is to reject the instructions passed down from the Lord, through His Word, to that believer.

41) This cannot be done without serious repercussions.

Leadership Sets an Example

auvtoi. ga.r oi;date pw/j dei/ mimei/sqai h`ma/j( o[ti ouvk hvtakth,samen evn u`mi/n
3:7 For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example, (exp con ga,r “for; because” + N M 2p pro auvto,j “yourselves” + Pf A I 2p oi=da “you know from experience” + adv pw/j “how; in what manner” + P A I 3s dei/ “it is necessary” + P D If mime,omai – mimeomai “to imitate/follow an example of” + Ac 1p pro evgw, “us”) because we did not act in an undisciplined manner among you, (exp con o[ti “because” +     neg ptcl w/ A A I 1p (const) ouvk avtakte,w (GT = hvtakth,samen) “we were not lazy/idle/ undisciplined” + prep w/ D 2p pro evn su, “in/among you”)

ouvde. dwrea.n a;rton evfa,gomen para, tinoj( avllV evn ko,pw| kai. mo,cqw| nukto.j kai. h`me,raj evrgazo,menoi pro.j to. mh. evpibarh/sai, tina u`mw/n\
3:8 nor did we eat anyone's bread without paying for it, (neg con ouvde, “nor” +          A A I 1p evsqi,w – esthiō (GT = evfa,gomen) “did we eat” + Ac M S a;rtoj – artos “bread” + prep w/ G M S indef pro para, ti.j “from anyone” + adv dwrea,n – dōrean “without cost”) but with labor and hardship we kept working night and day (str adv avlla, “but; rather” + prep w/ I M S & c.c. evn ko,poj – kopos  “with/by means of labor/work” (fatigue resulting from hard work) + c.c. kai, “and” + I M S mo,cqoj – mochthos “difficulty/hardship” (the obstacles which are difficult to overcome) + G F S & c.c. nu,x kai, h`me,ra – nux hēmera  “night and day” + P M P N M P evrga,zomai – ergadzomai “we were continuously working”) so that we might not be a burden to any of you; (prep & neg ptcl w/ Ac N S d.a. w/ A A If  pro,j to. mh,  evpibare,w – epibareō “so as not to burden/place a weight on” + Ac M S indef pro ti.j “any one” + G 2p pro su, “of you”)

1) In order to document his point about not living an undisciplined lifestyle, Paul cites the example of the missionary team during their stay in Thessalonica.

2) Application: one of the reasons the Lord placed a particular man in spiritual leadership over a particular congregation is to provide the specific overt witness they need to pursue.

3) Application: unless you have Scriptural documentation (or you want to say that God gave you an incompetent leader), do not allege that:

a) his personal life is lacking or out of line.

b) he does not handle his family correctly.

c) he does not exercise his authority correctly.

d) he is taking advantage of his congregation.

e) you know better than him in this or that area of Scripture.

f) he is no better than any other communicator.

g) his exhortations and teaching are incorrect, or don’t apply in your case.

h) your human attitudes or opinions are better than his.

4) The gift of PT involves exhortation from Scripture and personal example, experience and opinion, given for the purpose of spiritual advance, not personal glorification (the principle of RP/RC).

5) In 1Th 1:6 the Thessalonians’ imitation of the apostolic example was joyfully recognized as a reality, here the demand is for the steady practice of that example.

6) These believers possessed first-hand knowledge as to how Paul and his team had conducted themselves during their visit, and his point is that they knew what kind of conduct was necessary to follow their example.  

7) In the first epistle, Paul used his personal example to refute those who were leveling slanderous charges against his ministry (1Th 2:5-11); now he cites their example as support for the command to separate from those who would not line out in this area. cp 1Cor 4:16, 11:1 “Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.”; Phi 3:17, 4:9

8) Their example, coupled with the verbal and written instruction, furnished these believers with the necessary information so that they did not lack an understanding of the issues, and left those who would not comply without excuse.

9) The use of the impersonal 3s verb dei, – dei “it is necessary” expresses the fact that this is not an optional application, but something they are under obligation to do; it is a part of the PT’s communication, and a part of the Royal Imperatives.

10) Just as the communicator of BD is required to pattern his life after the doctrine he studies and teaches, believers are likewise to follow the example of the BD that is presented before them, as they observe their adjusted PT in his CWL.

11) Paul explicitly states that while they were in Thessalonica they did not sponge off the generosity of these new converts, they worked whatever hours were necessary to provide their own support, and did not even demand free meals from them.

12) Therefore, those who are unwilling to take care of their own financial obligations, and thus depend on the generous nature of others, are in an unacceptable situation, which does not come from Scripture or the adjusted PT.  cp Pr 21:25-26

13) There is, of course, a difference between the believer who cannot find work, but is trying, and the believer who refuses to take any job offered.  cp Lev 19:10

14) Certainly, there are also examples of individuals who are not refusing to work, but are not required to hold down an outside job in order to complete the obligations of their niche (mothers, the elderly, the infirm, etc.); those individuals are not in view here.

15) It should also be clear that if one can meet all their obligations, spiritual, financial, and physical, without working an outside job, it is no longer a requirement; however, if any area of application is lacking, increasing one’s income becomes the priority.

16) Excuses abound in the cosmos for why “I just can’t find the right job” – believers may also be tempted to follow the STA and refuse this very basic application of love.  cp 1Th 4:9-11

17) It should also be obvious that there is no job that is “beneath” one who cannot work in their chosen field; the application of this verse demands a job, not just an ideal one. 

18) This also disallows the attitude of “they won’t pay me what I’m worth”, or “I can’t afford to take this job”, or “I have too many things to do to work outside”; if one cannot meet their financial obligations, a legitimate job becomes a requirement, regardless of hvpt objections.

19) “To eat bread” is a Hebrew expression that means to take food of all kinds, and was used more generally of receiving maintenance from someone.  cp 2Sam 9:7

20) Paul did not refuse a friendly invitation to a meal from one of his sheep, but he did refuse to be dependent on any of them for his continued sustenance.

21) Apparently Jason had assumed responsibility for these men, since it appears that everyone knew where they were staying (Ac 17:5-9); however, they did not stay with him without paying for the food and lodging and whatever other things they needed.

22) Apart from their spiritual work, which must have been quite considerable since Paul had already addressed every problem they have had to date, they worked to provide their own material support.

23) Notice that Paul is not saying there is anything wrong with a PT being paid by an existing LCh, in fact this is the correct pattern.  1Cor 9:7-18; Phi 4:15-16

24) But a communicator who abandons his flock because they can’t/won’t “pay enough” is just as guilty as the person who refuses to financially support that communication.

25) Their stress and application is observed by the fact that they were busy around the clock, working night and day to fulfill all their obligations.  cp 1Th 2:9

26) That they were busy day and night fulfilling all that was necessary to provide their own material support, all the while teaching BD to those who desired it, makes his comment “we did not act in an undisciplined manner among you” an understatement.

27) The phrase “working night and day so as not to burden any of you” is a direct quote from 1Th 2:9, reiterating the principle that he would not demand payment in return for enlightening his converts regarding God’s Plan.

28) So Paul and his associates worked two jobs (at least), suffered the pressures of persecution and rejection, had minimal rest, and worked night and day – all for the privilege of communicating BD to a group of positive believers (and some were so unappreciative that they refused to work!)  cp 1Cor 9:17 “For if I do this voluntarily, I have a reward; but if against my will, I have a stewardship entrusted to me.”
29) This had the further benefit of removing any legitimate criticism of Paul by his enemies, a fact in line with Js 2:18.  

30) Application: a believer who allows or expects others to do their part without fulfilling their own duties in the Plan of God is in direct violation of sound teaching and one of the most obvious of Scriptural mandates – pay for what you get.

31) Equally obvious should be the fact that the believer who makes the necessary sacrifices fulfills God’s Will for their lives, and will be blessed accordingly (in time and eternity).  Pr 13:4; Mk 10:29-30

Rights and Voluntary Sacrifices

ouvc o[ti ouvk e;comen evxousi,an( avllV i[na e`autou.j tu,pon dw/men u`mi/n eivj to. mimei/sqai h`ma/jÅ
3:9 not because we do not have the right to this, (neg ptcl ouvc “not” + exp con o[ti “because” + neg ptcl w/ P A I 1p ouvk e;cw “we do not have” + Ac F S evxousi,a – exousia “authority/jurisdiction; a liberty/right”) but in order to offer ourselves as a model for you, (str adv avlla, “but; rather” + sub con (purp) i[na “in order that” + A A S 1p di,dwmi – didōmi “we might give/offer” + Ac M 1p ref pro e`autou/ “ourselves” + Ac M S  tu,poj – tupos “a type/pattern/model” + D 2p pro su, “to/for you”) that you might follow our example. (prep w/ Ac N S d.a. w/ P D If (purp) eivj to. mime,omai – mimeomai “in order (supply “for you”) to imitate” + Ac 1p pro evgw, “us”)

1) This verse sets forth one of the voluntary sacrifices a PT must be willing to make for the benefit of his flock, and the purpose for that sacrifice.

2) The example of the team in Thessalonica was not due to the fact that they did not have a legitimate right or the authority to be supported by the believers there.

3) They set aside their right to financial support for several reasons, including:

a) to prevent any criticism, legitimate or unwarranted, from hostile antagonists.

b) to avoid being a burden on the Thessalonians themselves.

c) to set an example in self-giving and sacrifice.

d) to provide a model for these believers to imitate.

4) We must remember that in pagan society, panhandling, beggary, con-men, and religious teachers abounded, each one seeking a free ride for their lives; Paul’s standard instruction was for each person to pay their own way.  cp Eph 4:28  “Let him who steals steal no longer; but rather let him labor, performing with his own hands what is good, in order that he may have something to share with him who has need.”
5) The doctrine that the communicator has a right to be supported by those to whom he brings the Truth is taught even in the ministry of Jesus.  Mt 10:9-10 & Lk 10:7

6) Paul stated that this principle was taught even in the Old Testament, and confirms it in 1Cor 9:1-14; 1Th 2:6; and 1Tim 5:17-18

7) That those who bring the Truth to others, working and studying and teaching the Word of God, have a right to be supported financially by those to whom they bring that Word is not only undeniable from Scripture, it is blatantly obvious.  1Cor 9:6

8) The fact that Paul had the right to be supported and did not avail himself of it makes the activity of those who did not have the right to be supported, but expected it, all the more indefensible.

9) It is a basic lust of the Sin Nature to get as much as one can for as little effort, money, sacrifice, etc. as possible, or to horde money in order to have as much as possible – this is a major precursor (precedes and predicts) of reversionism.  cp 1Tim 6:10

10) Principle: the person who thinks they have a “good reason” not to sacrifice for the Plan of God demonstrates their valuation of Him and His Word.

11) If the great Apostle was willing to engage in manual labor, even when he truly did not have to before the Lord, how much more should each of us be willing to provide their own support? the support of fellow believers?  the communication of the WoG?

12) According to 1Th 2:10-13, the result of their overt witness was that they showed the Thessalonians how to conduct themselves in a manner befitting God Himself.

13) The singular of “model” (tupon) indicates that the entire team was engaged single-mindedly in presenting this pattern to follow; as his fellow-workers, they were expected to make sacrifices in the same way as he did.

14) When these believers observed this example, they should have been encouraged to emulate what they saw in their spiritual leader; the fact he had to write this to some of them is less than complimentary to their actions and attitude.

15) It is essential that the PT set an example in the doctrine he espouses and asks others to follow, not only in the consistency and purity of his teaching, but also in his personal application.  1Tim 4:12; 1Pet 5:3

16) Yet in spite of Paul’s sterling example and self-sacrifice, some had refused to follow his example of not being a burden on others; they have insisted on not supporting themselves and were not fulfilling their physical and spiritual obligations.

17) Principle: God is against those who refuse to shoulder their share of the burden, and instead expect others to sacrifice even more than they already are, just to relieve themselves of their responsibilities.  cp Gal 6:2-4

A Doctrinal Maxim

kai. ga.r o[te h=men pro.j u`ma/j( tou/to parhgge,llomen u`mi/n( o[ti ei; tij ouv qe,lei evrga,zesqai mhde. evsqie,twÅ
3:10 For even when we were with you, we used to give you this order: (exp con ga,r “for; because” + c.c. (adj) kai, “even; also” (the Adjunctive reinforces a comparison, i.e. “not only am i telling you this now, but also then…”) + adv o[te “when; while” + I A I 1p eivmi, (GT = h=men) “each time we were” + prep w/ Ac 2p pro pro,j su, “face to face with you” + Ac N S dem pro tou/to “this thing” + I A I 1p paragge,llw – parangellō “we consistently commanded” + D 2p pro su, “to you”) if anyone will not work, neither let him eat. (exp con (ind disc) o[ti (sets up a quotation) + cond ptcl eiv (1st cl) “if” + N M S indef pro ti.j “anyone” + neg ptcl w/ P A I 3p ouv qe,lw – thelō “does not wish/want” +   P D If evrga,zomai – ergadzomai “to work” + neg ptcl mhde, “neither” + P A Ip 3s (jussive) evsqi,w – esthiō “let him eat; is he to eat”)

1) Vss 7-9 comprise a small, separate unit dealing with the timeframe of their stay in Thessalonica, and now vs 10 reaches back to reinforce vs 6.

2) Not only had they set an example of self-sacrifice, hard work, diligent labor, and working a manual job in order to provide for their daily necessities, they had given verbal, doctrinal instruction to these believers during their time with them.

3) The Greek grammar is exceedingly specific: 

a) the adjunctive use of kai sets up a comparison, since this was not a new command.

b) the Imperfect of eimi means “each time, and there were several, that we were…”

c) the preposition pros means “face to face”, i.e. in their personal presence (there was no way they could claim they didn’t hear it).

d) the demonstrative pronoun touto indicates it was this very information that had been consistently and specifically communicated.

e) the Imperfect of parangellō means that each time they were in their presence, this information was passed on – it was not discussed once and then forgotten.

4) While someone might be able to claim that they had not known about Paul’s labor and sacrifice, they could never say that they had not heard this teaching from him.  cp 2:5

5) It appears evident that Paul had recognized the propensity among some of these believers toward idleness.  cp 1Th 4:11-12

6) Principle:  if and when the communicator recognizes weak areas in the lives of his charge, he has both the authority and responsibility to address them.

7) Some factors that probably contributed to this problem included:

a) overt persecution, likely resulting in some lost jobs.

b) undue expectation and excitement regarding the Lord’s return.

c) the Greek attitude of looking down on manual labor as “unworthy”.

d) the universal (but STA) desire to avoid hard work.

8) Whatever their reasoning, Paul very tersely (briefly and to the point) states his motto: “Won’t work, won’t eat.” (effectively negating the welfare state).

9) This teaching is based on Gen 3:19, and therefore it should be readily obvious it is God’s attitude as well as Paul’s.  “By the sweat of your face You shall eat bread, Till you return to the ground…”
10) The point which must be understood is that their failure to work is not the result of a lack of opportunity, but of a defective will; this is addressed to professional loafers, who refused to take work that was available to them.

11) There is dignity in all honest labor, all legitimate work is honorable, and any job carried out under the rules of Scripture (Eph 5:5-6; Col 3:23) glorifies the Lord and produces Divine Good.  cp Ac 18:3 “and because he was of the same trade, he stayed with them and they were working; for by trade they were tent-makers.”
12) The individual who works even a low paying job according to the dictates of Scripture, honoring the Lord with his income, will be blessed more than the one who rejects this responsibility.  Pr 3:9-10

13) Any person who is not arrogant about their rights, talents, worth, etc, who remains humble and takes what God offers, will have little trouble finding a job that is satisfying and rewarding, and which allows them to pay their debts.

14) Although it goes without saying, this does not require that an individual with professional training must permanently settle for a career in a menial setting; the point is not to wait until the “perfect” job arrives to apply this command (anymore than one would wait to hit the lottery to buy groceries).

15) Furthermore, there is absolutely nothing wrong with increasing one’s education or abilities in order to better themselves, or moving into a lower paying line of work that is more rewarding/enjoyable – salary is not the issue, a steady job is.

16) The actual statement is a 1st class condition, followed by an Imperative: “if anyone is unwilling to work (and some are), I command him not to eat, either.”

17) The saying is indirectly addressed to all who might be willing to help others out of duty or charity, and commands them not to assist those who are unwilling to work.

18) Not only would this “tough love” encourage the loafers to quit their indolence, it would abolish self-inflicted pauperism.  cp Pr 20:4

19) Unlike the cosmic attitude of wanting as much as one can get with as little effort as possible, God’s design is for man to work for his living – the more effort one puts into their occupation, the more God will bless their finances (and all areas of their life).

20) The Bible is clear on the matter of what our attitude should be toward a person who will not get and keep a job to provide for their needs and responsibilities: separate!

The Reason for the Commands

avkou,omen ga,r tinaj peripatou/ntaj evn u`mi/n avta,ktwj mhde.n evrgazome,nouj avlla. periergazome,nouj\

3:11 For we hear that some among you are leading an undisciplined life, (exp con ga,r “for; because” + P A I 1p avkou,w – akouō “we keep hearing” (i.e. from different sources) +Ac M P indef pro ti.j “some” + prep w/ D 2p pro evn su, “in/among you” (notice, not “some of you”, but “some among you”) + P A P Ac M P peripate,w – peripateō “are walking; are leading a life” + adv avta,ktwj – ataktōs “in an undisciplined manner; unruly”) doing no work at all, but acting like busybodies. (P D P Ac M P evrga,zomai – ergodzomai  “working” +Ac N S card adj mhdei,j – mēdeis “none; not at all” + str adv avlla, “but; rather; instead” + P D P Ac M P perierga,zomai – periergadzomai (Comp – Lit = “working around”, i.e. not where one is supposed to be, but everywhere else) “acting like busybodies; meddling in others’ affairs”(cp cognate in 1Tim 5:13))

1) Having given a command in regard to how we are to relate to those who will not support themselves, and having reinforced the command with several supporting statements, Paul now moves to the reason for addressing this issue.

2) Just as he had received news from unlikely sources regarding their faith and application (1Th 1:8-9), he was now regularly receiving reports about some who were associated with this congregation who would not deal with the issue of their own support and financial obligations.

3) How Paul received this information is not explicitly stated, neither does it need to be.

4) Whether it was from travelers who came from Thessalonica to Corinth, whether it was from Timothy, or whether it came in some written correspondence does not take away from the fact that Paul was made aware of the problem.

5) Principle: God has a system by which the spiritual authority can have enough awareness of any problem with which he needs to deal; his test then becomes fulfilling the unpleasant task of dealing with it according to Scriptural mandates.

6) Whether he hears about it from a member of the RCC, an individual, or observes it first hand does not matter, he will be made aware of the status of the congregation at large if he is seeking to fulfill the obligations of his niche.  Ac 20:28; 1Pet 5:2

7) In addition, it should be obvious from this passage that he has the responsibility and right to observe individuals and their actions in the LCh, in order to encourage or correct.  cp 1Tim 3:10  “And let these also first be tested; then let them serve as deacons if they are beyond reproach.”
8) The PT must not be reticent (fearfully reluctant or unwilling) to address those problems of which he is made aware, and cannot concern himself with the status of those involved.  1Tim 5:21  “I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of His chosen angels, to maintain these principles without bias, doing nothing in a spirit of partiality.”
9) Application:  if the area rebuked from the pulpit is your own, recognize the principle of impartiality and fairness, as well as the motivation for the rebuke.

10) Paul had detected this weakness in some of the Thessalonians and had subtly addressed it in the first epistle;  now he must address it again in very forceful tones, since the actions of a few were bringing legitimate reproach on the LCh as a whole.

11) He is referring to the minority who were regularly shirking their priorities and responsibilities, self-support, and honorable lifestyles.

12) The adverb ataktōs has been seen to deal with the undisciplined, disorderly, or irregular soldier; coupled with the participle “walking” it indicates an ongoing, fixed pattern, not an occasional lapse.

13) The final phrase used to describe this category, “doing no work at all and acting like busybodies”, contains a word play in the Greek which is difficult to reproduce in English – “not working but working around”.

14) These people did not have a fixed, regular schedule and did not have a consistent job or occupation at which they worked to support themselves.

15) This is not an individual who is self employed, or whose job allows flexibility in the hours worked; this individual has no constructive schedule set, nor do they seek one – they are content to live a life of leisure asceticism instead of increasing their income.

16) Since they were not fulfilling their priority to provide for themselves, they had excess time on their hands, time which they then used to become involved in things which did not truly belong in their niche.

17) They were busy at the things which were not in their purview, and slacking in the areas they should have diligently maintained.

18) It would seem that they cloaked their disobedience to BD under a covering of feverish activity – “I’m too busy to apply right now.”

19) The Divine viewpoint for the man is that they are to have a job and provide for the well-being of themselves and whatever family they may have; the man is directly accountable for the financial responsibilities of the household.  cp Heb 13:17

20) This disallows the typical male attitude that he already contributes enough, the wife must make up any financial shortfall rather than for him to take on a second job.

21) It also removes the misapplication of throwing the finances upon the woman, rather than taking the time and effort to set up a budget and pay the bills himself (and yet demand money for whatever details he wishes to buy).

22) A man who is applying the appropriate doctrines, is busy providing for the financial requirements of the home, and taking care of that home in the time he is not working, will have little time for unfruitful, unnecessary, and inappropriate activities.

23) The Divine viewpoint for women is to demonstrate loyalty and support for their husbands, abide by his financial decisions, and work outside the home if necessary.

24) If it is not necessary for them to work outside the home, their husband is the first priority, their children (if any) should be raised with diligence and care, and their home should be a model of cleanliness and efficiency.

25) If a home industry is possible, certainly she should avail herself of unique talents and abilities to supplement the family income, but not so that the man can avoid his responsibilities, or place undue pressure on her.  Pr 31:10f

26) For a man or woman to become involved in things which are not in their sphere of authority or activity, when they should be doing the essential things that go undone, is a shameful disgrace to the Divine viewpoint  cp Tit 2:1-5

27) Obviously, this is not to say that there is never a time for restful inactivity, R & R, vacations, an afternoon nap, etc; follow the principle of Dt 5:32.

28) All believers should consistently evaluate their priorities in terms of Biblical standards, and make absolutely certain that they are fulfilling the godliness code for their niche, while avoiding and eliminating that which the WoG does not sanction.

The Correct Lifestyle

toi/j de. toiou,toij paragge,llomen kai. parakalou/men evn kuri,w| VIhsou/ Cristw/|( i[na meta. h`suci,aj evrgazo,menoi to.n e`autw/n a;rton evsqi,wsinÅ
3:12 Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ (weak adv (intro) de, “but; now” + D M P dem pro w/d.a. o` toiou/toj “to the ones such as these” +     P A I 1p paragge,llw – parangellō “we command/pass on an order” + c.c. kai, “and” + P A I 1p parakale,w – parakaleō “we exhort” (Lit – “call alongside”, i.e. tell them to do as we are doing) + prep w/ L M S (sph) evn ku,rioj VIhsou/j  Cristo,j “in the things of the Lord Jesus Christ”) to work in quiet fashion and eat their own bread. (sub con (ind statement) i[na “that” + P D P N M P (circ) evrga,zomai – ergadzomai “while working” + prep w/ G F S meta, h`suci,a – hēsuchia “with quietness/calm attention” (cp 1Th 4:11)   +    P A S 3p  evsqi,w – esthiō  “they may eat” + Ac M S w/d.a. o` a;rtoj – artos “the bread” + G M 3p ref pro e`autou/ “of themselves; their own”)

Expanded Translation: “But to people such as these, we command and exhort in matters of the Lord Jesus Christ, that, while working with quiet diligence, they should eat their own bread.” (from vs 8, support themselves)

1) There is little doubt that Paul knew who some, or all, of the offending parties were who were involved in this failure; there is also little doubt the individual members of the LCh knew as well.

2) However, he now addresses the offending parties in the third person, and in somewhat of an indirect way, using the pronoun toioutos for “such a kind of; anyone whom the shoe fits”.

3) His language reflects an appeal to the conscience of those offending parties, so that they will hopefully recognize that they themselves possess these undesirable characteristics, and willingly seek to re-align themselves with the Dvpt.

4) Rather than use a 2nd person address, “you busybodies”, the demonstrative pronoun forces each of his listeners to ask themselves, “Is he talking about me?”, and if the answer is affirmative, to listen to the special instructions to correct that failure.

5) Paul was certainly not reluctant to mention a specific name when overt rebuke was called for (Phi 4:2; 1Tim 1:20; 2Tim 4:10), but after his comments of vs 4 it seems he saw no need for drawing attention to these (already chastised) believers personally.

6) So, having said all that he has in vss 6-11, he now turns to address, command, and appeal to those involved in this failure and sin.

7) Application: even when the patience of the PT has been tried and exhausted, when those under his charge refuse, against all logic, to apply, he still desires to be as gentle as possible.  1Cor 4:21; 2Tim 4:2 

8) The first verb, “we command”, indicates that these men have the spiritual authority to tell other believers what to do in all the areas which relate to BD.

9) The second verb, “we exhort”, links a persuasive tone to the authoritative command.

10) The spiritual leader has the authority to command, but of course he has a personal desire to exhort or encourage compliance among the ranks.

11) The ultimate goal of the PT is not to force this compliance, but to have it occur naturally as the information is presented – willing obedience, not forced servitude.

12) These verbs are issued in the sphere of the Lord Jesus Christ, to indicate that the areas addressed have the full support of the Lord Himself; it is not merely the personal preference of Paul, it is the Directive Will of God for these believers.

13) Fulfilling one’s day-to-day requirements for financial propriety is hereby raised to the level of service to the Lord Himself – too many believers miss reward because they fail to perform daily tasks “as unto the Lord”.  cp Col 3:23-24

14) Notice that they are not told where to work, what line of work in which to engage, or how much they should seek monetarily, only that the Will of God is for them to be busy with this priority.

15) The purpose of the exhortation is so that they may eat their own bread, referring to the food they acquire for themselves with the fruit of their labors.

16) Again we find the principle that an occupation per se is not the issue, it is self-sufficiency and maintaining all of one’s financial obligations before the Lord.

17) In other words, if a believer can maintain all their financial applications without working for a living, fine; if there is an area in which it is impossible to apply, an extra job is required to fulfill that area – this must become a priority.

18) These believers are all under the command to earn their own living, not look to others for consistent material support, and not take advantage of the generosity of others in order to lead a sluggard’s lifestyle.

19) While it is not a part of the exhortation and command strictly speaking, there is an attendant circumstance which Paul tells them he expects as well.

20) The use of the participle “working” indicates that this is to be a consistent feature of their lifestyle, i.e. they are not merely to work, but to work in a quiet fashion, free from the general turmoil and conflict which is characteristic of those on the outside.

21) The Positive believer is not to be a rabble rouser, organizing challenges to authority (political or work related), etc; they are to quietly and peacefully go about fulfilling the Royal Imperatives incumbent on their lives.

22) Working will correct the failure to provide for financial duties, leading a quiet life-style will prevent the temptation to become a busybody.

For Those Who Are Applying

~Umei/j de,( avdelfoi,( mh. evgkakh,shte kalopoiou/ntejÅ
3:13 But as for you, brethren, do not grow weary of doing good. (weak adv (cont) de, “but” + N 2p pro su, “you” + V M P avdelfo,j “brothers” + neg ptcl w/ A A Ip  mh,   evgkake,w – engkakeō “do not grow weary/grow tired of” (Lit – “to do badly”, i.e. fail to perform) + P A P N M S kalopoie,w – kalopoieō “doing what is good”)

1) As is common, a transition is observed by the use of de with the term “brothers”; Paul is now addressing the majority of the congregation who are not failing in regard to self-support and financial propriety.

2) It should be noted that he did not use the term “brothers” in dealing with those who were failing in this area; Paul did not use the term frivolously or lightly, and he did not feel any solidarity with those who were not in compliance with this issue.

3) His attention is now turned to those who might be tempted to become depressed by the fact that others were taking advantage of their adherence to the Plan of God.

4) Certainly it can be very discouraging to realize that others are abusing God’s grace when we are trying to fulfill His Will, especially when they seem to be getting away with contributing nothing in exchange for their benefit.

5) It is an occupational hazard of the CWL to become discouraged by this sinful activity, especially when so many are prospered by their dishonorable methods.  cp 2Cor 4:1-2

6) So, although there is no evidence the majority of the congregation had given in to this temptation, Paul addresses it before it might arise.

7) This exhortation also applies to legitimate assistance for those who were truly needy and honestly unable to provide for their own welfare, those who did not fall into the category of the slackers.  cp 1Tim 5:3 “Honor widows who are widows indeed”
8) The same exhortation is found in Gal 6:9, with the added truth that SG3 awaits those who do not give up their applications in the face of the negative few.  “And let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we shall reap if we do not grow weary.”
9) Jesus taught that prayer is an important part of not losing heart, or falling into the temptation to stop doing what one knows is right, just because someone else is doing what is wrong.  Lk 18:1-8

10) Principle: the failure of some to do what is right is never a reason to fail to do that which God calls upon us to do.

11) In fact, the Dvpt is to ask oneself “Am I doing all I can?”  cp 1Tim 6:17-19

12) This verse is not, however, an exhortation to continue to socialize and provide comfort/assistance for those who refuse to live up to the expectations of the WoG, since vs 6 specifically forbids that misapplication.

Physical Application of the Adjusted

eiv de, tij ouvc u`pakou,ei tw/| lo,gw| h`mw/n dia. th/j evpistolh/j( tou/ton shmeiou/sqe mh. sunanami,gnusqai auvtw/|( i[na evntraph/|\
3:14 And if anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, (weak adv de, “but;  and yet” + cond ptcl eiv “if” (a 1st cl cond, it has the idea of “when they don’t…”) + N M S indef pro ti.j “anyone” + neg ptcl w/ P A I 3s ouvc u`pakou,w – hupakouō  “is not obedient” (Lit – “to hear under”, i.e. be in willing subjection) + D M S w/d.a. o` lo,goj “to the word/message” + G 1p pro evgw, “of us; our” + prep w/ G F S w/d.a. dia, h` evpistolh, – epistolē  “through/by means of the letter”) take special note of that man and do not associate with him, so that he may be put to shame. (P M Ip 2p shmeio,w – sēmeioō “take special note” (from the same word group as sēmeion, “a sign/marker”, it refers to public identification, to distinguish by marking) + Ac M S dem pro ou-toj “this man” + neg ptcl w/ P M If mh, sunanami,gnumi – sunanamignumi “not to associate” (comp – “to mix together again”, i.e. intimate and repeated contact) D M 3s pro auvto,j “with him” + sub con (purp) w/ A M S 3s i[na evntre,pw – entrepō “in order that he may be shamed” (Lit – “to turn in”, context dictates whether in respect or rejection))

1) Verses 14-15 close the issue of the believer who will not procure and maintain a job in order to support themselves and provide for their financial applications.

2) The opening command was also to avoid any believer who was not in compliance with the teachings of Paul or his personal example.  vs 6

3) Here he continues to address those in the congregation who were in general compliance with the teaching, but might be tempted to lighten the load on the slackers, whether through misplaced affection or mercy.

4) The teaching in this section has been so direct and to the point that only the most hard-core, stubborn, recalcitrant, and obstinate of STA cases would want to continue in this activity, or seek to rationalize away its (obvious) meaning for themselves.

5) This category of believer, of which there were hopefully few, is the subject of the command of these verses.

6) The verse begins with a 1st Class Condition, assumed to be true – “If anyone, and there will be someone, is not obedient to our instruction…”

7) Since Paul’s instructions in 1Th 4:11 and 5:14 had not been sufficient to wake this group of idle slackers out of their hvpt rebellion, he recognized that some of them might even reject so clear and outright a message as he has just written.

8) Application:  some people are so hardheaded that the clearest of teaching will not be assimilated; if this happens, protect yourself from their negative volition.

9) The change from “some” of vs 11 to “anyone” of vs 14 also suggests that out of this group, there will be a few who absolutely persist in this activity, despite all warnings – hopefully most will straighten up.

10) This type of person is so against “the tradition” of vss 6-13 that they have judged themselves unworthy of the social fellowship of the general congregation.

11) The core of adjusted believers were then responsible to escalate the pressure on this person or persons, so that they would comply with what they had been taught.

12) Paul’s instructions in the past might have been distorted, and Timothy’s instructions while with them could be rejected, but the preposition dia with the Genitive of “letter” makes it clear – “What you have just read, I expect you to fulfill.”

13) Some have distorted the Doctrine of Privacy to justify their position that no one, not even the PT or leadership of the LCh, has the right to know about, or be involved in, their personal affairs; this passage indicates otherwise.  cp 1Cor 5:11-12; 1Th 5:14

14) When the PT observes STA activity among the congregation, the same pattern we have learned by Paul’s example should be followed:

a) teach the Dvpt regarding an issue

b) exhort believers to line up with the Truth

c) command them to line up if and when that disobedience is observed

d) further explanation of the issue involved

e) further, more direct commands to line up

f) teaching those not involved how to deal with errant believers

g) instructing adjusted believers to separate 

15) The group is commanded to do one thing, which is contained in an Imperative qualified by an Infinitive.

16) The command itself is to take special note of this person, to mark them out from the rest, to distinguish them for special treatment.

17) There is no way this can be done except for some discussion among themselves about this issue and those who were clearly out of step.

18) It should be obvious that this is not a command for the leadership to meet officially, discussing the relative failures or successes of all individual members; it is an informal discussion among a small group of the assembly (one or two people or couples) concerning flagrant violation on the part of another.

19) God will give an individual the information they need to determine when this discussion would be appropriate, and when it would entail gossip/maligning.

20) It also does not entail public mention of a member involved in this particular failure by the PT or leadership – Paul could have but did not mention names; the Middle Voice indicates it is to be done by each of the members for themselves.

21) The plural Imperative includes the entire assembly, but the application is done on an individual basis, with the ideal situation being that the entire assembly would reach the same conclusion and application.

22) This person was not banned from the assembly, but cut off from social life by the congregation at large; they had to be in church to receive the appropriate doctrines.

23) Their first warning of the impending separation was, in fact, in the reading of this letter; after a reasonable period of time any individual who had not indicated by word and action a willingness to apply was excluded from the social periphery of the rest.

24) If the offending party continues to attend Bible Class, good; what is forbidden is social engagements, parties, regular get-togethers, meals, etc; as indicated by the triple compound sunanamignumi, an attitude of enjoyable companionship is involved.

25) This status was to continue until such time as a change of mind was evidenced by overt compliance in the matter of self-support.

26) 1Cor 5:9-11 is a passage of similar thought and tone, where we are instructed not to socialize with other believers in certain categories, not even to eat with them.

27) To fellowship and associate with someone on a regular and social basis, when they are not in compliance with the issues of BD, sends the message to that person that their actions (and failures) are acceptable to you and the Lord.

28) Each of us must recognize that we represent God and that we must conduct our affairs as God would.  1Jn 1:7, 4:17 “By this, love is perfected with us, that we may have confidence in the day of judgment; because as He is, so also are we in this world.”
29) There is also the added issue of why a believer would choose to consistently associate with someone who is or acts like an enemy of God, believer or unbeliever.  Js 4:4

30) The reason for this failure, obviously, is that the otherwise adjusted believer is operating according to hvpt, relegating the Dvpt to the status of “opinion”.

31) The indefinite pronoun tis makes the command binding, no matter who may be involved, and no matter what another’s relationship with them might be.

32) Again it is emphasized, in situations where separation would violate another Doctrine it is not called for, but these situations are more rare than some would like to believe.

33) This really addresses the matter of the LCh policing itself in regard to those who claim allegiance to BD but continue in unacceptable STA practices.  cp 1Jn 2:19  

34) Another passage that deals with separation for rejection of the authority and teaching of the LCh is Rom 16:17-18, where again individual members are told to pay attention to those who refuse to align with the Truth.

35) The purpose for social ostracism (exclusion from a group) is not, strictly speaking, to force overt compliance, but to effect a change of mind, produced by the sorrow and shame of the guilty party, so that they voluntarily change their way of life.  2Cor 7:8-9

36) The Greek verb entrepō literally means “to turn in”, the Middle means “to turn one’s thoughts upon themselves”; whether in respect or condemnation they would be forced to think of their situation honestly, and justify or disapprove of their lifestyle.

37) Therefore, the adjusted majority are to apply pressure on the maladjusted in order to make him recognize the nature and enormity of his rebellion.

38) People have ways of rationalizing their behavior, making excuses as rapidly as they fail a temptation, so that they never come to grips with the fact that they are out of step with God and His Plan.

39) Pressure applied in the person’s life by other believers forces them to face the issue squarely and not rationalize their disobedience.

40) Some will call this an attempt to run their life, or meddling in their personal affairs, but the fact is that this is the method clearly and dogmatically demanded by the Word of God.

Mental Application of the Adjusted

kai. mh. w`j evcqro.n h`gei/sqe( avlla. nouqetei/te w`j avdelfo,nÅ
3:15 And yet do not regard him as an enemy, (c.c. kai, “and” + neg ptcl w/ P D Ip 2p mh, h`ge,omai – hēgeomai “do not consider/regard” (Lit – “to lead; to make a decision after weighing the facts”, i.e. think something and act accordingly) + comp adv w`j “as” +     Ac M S evcqro,j – echthros “an enemy; one hated”) but admonish him as a brother.  (str adv avlla, “but; rather” + P A Ip 2p nouqete,w – noutheteō “warn/admonish” (cp 1Th 5:12, 14) + comp adv w`j “as” + Ac M S avdelfo,j “a brother”)

1) This verse provides further instruction and insight as to how believers are to deal with the errant few, and provides a warning against allowing the STA to become involved.

2) Those who might persist in such activity were not banned from the assembly, so believers were going to continue to see them, in spite of the fact they had broken off fraternization with them.

3) The Greek has “not as an enemy” emphatically forward to stress the fact that no personal malice, or feelings of hostility, are to be harbored toward the individual.

4) This is an occupational hazard of any discipline, whether parent toward child, boss toward employee, or LCh toward errant member.

5) Any believer can easily carry righteous indignation too far, and deteriorate into a personal vendetta against the individual, succumbing to self-righteousness, and losing sight of the true nature of the situation at hand.

6) While the LCh at large is not free to associate with this person socially, they must not become antagonistic to the point that they fail to provide the verbal admonitions which this person needs.  1Th 5:14

7) The goal of discipline is to restore the individual, not destroy them.  cp 2Cor 2:6-7

8) Hostility, alienation, and personal grudges would not do anything to bring this believer around, it would only further disaffect them and evoke a more sullen persistence in their faulty course of action.

9) Therefore, when a believer encounters someone who is not walking in the straight and narrow way, the responsibility is to exhort them in a considerate way, while never watering down or ignoring the doctrinal issues.

10) By doing so, one treats them like an errant human family member, dealing with them in love and not from the STA.

11) To turn aside, right or left, from this principle does disservice to both the offending party (either not forgiving an offense or allowing it to continue) and the otherwise adjusted brother (either locked in self-righteousness or permitting hvpt to flourish).

12) The degree of effectiveness is somewhat contingent on each individual member of the local RFG making the appropriate applications toward one another, but not providing aid and comfort in an inappropriate fashion.

13) Remember that the goal is two-fold: to restore the individual to a productive Christian lifestyle if possible, and to protect yourself from undue STA influence (yours or theirs, either is possible).

14) Although the situation specifically in view here is lack of self-support, we can extend the same commands to any other form of reversionism; unrepentant failure to apply the clear dictates of Scripture calls for increasingly severe forms of admonition, leading ultimately to separation.

What the PT Wants

Auvto.j de. o` ku,rioj th/j eivrh,nhj dw,|h u`mi/n th.n eivrh,nhn dia. panto.j evn panti. tro,pw|Å o` ku,rioj meta. pa,ntwn u`mw/nÅ
3:16 Now may the Lord of peace Himself continually grant you peace in every circumstance. (weak adv (intro) de, “but; now” + N M 3s pro auvto,j “Himself” + N M S w/d.a. o` ku,rioj “the Lord” + G F S (subj) h` eivrh,nh “of the peace” (i.e. the real peace) + A A O 3s di,dwmi – didōmi (GT = dw,|h) “may He grant/give” + D 2p pro su, “to you” + Ac F S w/d.a. h` eivrh,nh “the peace” + prep w/ G N S dia, pa/j “continually” (Lit – “through/by means of all things”, idiomatic for “continually”; cp Mk 5:5) + prep w/ L M S evn pa/j “in every” + L M S tro,poj – tropos “circumstance” (Lit – “direction; manner of life”, hence how one finds oneself; cp Ac 27:25)) The Lord be with you all!  (N M S w/d.a. o` ku,rioj “the Lord” “is” + prep w/ G M P adj & pro meta, pa/j su, “with all of you”)

1) This prayer wish forms the fourth and final one in this epistle.

2) Following, as it does, on the heels of the section which dealt with the unpleasant problem of those who refused to apply BD, it turns their focus from their own responsibilities in that area back to the Lord.

3) In spite of the problems which invade a LCh, Scripture taught (and so Paul believed) that Christians can and should have peace in the midst of difficult circumstances.

4) Paul’s prayer-wish is that they continue to enjoy the peace given by the Lord of Peace, even though they were facing such difficult situations as: overt persecution, false teaching, members who would not pull their own weight, and doubtless more that we do not know about.

5) The discreet subject of the wish is the Lord Himself, continuing Paul’s emphasis on the Deity of Jesus; he does not pray to the Lord, he desires that the Lord accomplish something only He can.

6) The title, “the Lord of Peace”, emphasizes that Jesus Christ is both the Author and Dispenser of peace.

a) mankind was alienated and hostile to God, engaged in evil deeds which brought about the righteous wrath of God – Eph 2:1-3

b) when a person believes in Him, they have peace with God – Rom 5:1

c) He has established peace by removing the barrier, the dividing wall of our sins, allowing mankind free access to God, Ph1 and Ph2.  Eph 2:14-16 cp 1Tim 2:5-6; 1Jn 2:1

7) It is noteworthy that Paul refers to peace in letters where tension within the LCh is present due to failure to adjust to the teaching.  1Cor 16:11; 2Cor 13:11; Gal 6:16

8) Peace, Ph1 and Ph2, is available to all who will avail themselves of it, but only to those who do so by acclimating to His Will, rejecting their own hvpt ideas about acceptable behavior and attitudes.

9) So, in spite of the difficulty of dealing with those who will not shoulder their share of the burden, these believers can be relaxed and understand that they are acclimated to the Will of God, and not allow the turmoil and conflicts which others have to rob them of their peace.

10) By understanding and applying the doctrines taught in this letter, the believer who is acclimating to BD stands in sharp distinction to those who are not – they have no peace, because they:

a) have no hope of SG3, since they refuse to suffer for the KoG – 1:5

b) have no desire for good works – 1:11

c) succumb to false teaching – 2:1-2

d) fail to pray for their communicators – 3:1

e) reject the authority of their PT and Scripture – 3:4

f) lead an undisciplined (and unfulfilling) lifestyle – 3:6, 11

11) The fact that this wish extends beyond the immediate situation is also obvious from the final two phrases, “continually” and “in every circumstance”.

12) This is a comprehensive way of saying that no matter what happens, and no matter when it happens, the believer does not have to lose his inner tranquility.

13) The final statement, unique in Paul’s writings, is that the Lord Himself is with every one of these believers, not excluding even those who are at present maladjusted.  cp 2Tim 2:13 “If we are faithless, He remains faithful; for He cannot deny Himself.”
14) This is the reality of Jn 14:21, 23

15) To the extent that these believers have and apply BD, to that same extent they will have peace and the personal presence of the Lord Himself for comfort.  2Cor 1:3-7

Final Greeting and Verification

~O avspasmo.j th/| evmh/| ceiri. Pau,lou( o[ evstin shmei/on evn pa,sh| evpistolh/|\ ou[twj gra,fwÅ

3:17 I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand, (N M S w/d.a. o` avspasmo,j – aspasmos “the greeting” supply “is” + I F S poss pro & n h` evmo,j cei,r – emos chier “by the own hand” + G M S Pau/loj “of Paul”) and this is a distinguishing mark in every letter; (N N S rel pro o[j “which” + P I 3s eivmi, “is” + N N S (pred) shmei/on – sēmeion “a sign/mark” + prep w/ L F S evn pa/j evpistolh, – epistolē “in every letter”) this is the way I write. (adv ou[twj “thus; so” + P A I 1s gra,fw – graphō “I write”)

1) At this point, Paul takes the pen from his secretary to write a personal note, verifying that the contents were approved by him.

2) We safely presume that, because of his failing eyesight alluded to in Gal 4:15, he began dictating his letters, then wrote a personal greeting at the end in his own hand.

3) This also authenticated the letter, avoiding future forgeries to be circulated.

4) In his earliest letter of which we have record, the same approach is used, but evidently for purposes of emphasis rather than verification.  Gal 6:11

5) Interestingly, 1Thess does not contain this identifying mark, which may account for the rapidity in which a false letter was received as one of his.

6) Application:  frauds and unscrupulous believers will seek to deceive the sheep of an adjusted PT, and he should be diligent in protecting them by giving evidence of the legitimacy of his information.

God’s Provision is With Us All

h` ca,rij tou/ kuri,ou h`mw/n VIhsou/ Cristou/ meta. pa,ntwn u`mw/nÅ
3:18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. (N F S w/d.a. h` ca,rij - charis “the grace” + G M S w/d.a. o` ku,rioj “of the Lord” + G 1p pro evgw, “of us; our” + G M S (appos) VIhsou/j Cristo,j “Jesus Christ” supply “is” – ellipsis + prep w/ G M P adj & pro meta, pa/j su, “with all/every one of you”)

1) This closing benediction is very similar to the one found in 1Thessalonians, with the addition of “all of you”.  cp Rom 15:33; 1Cor 16:24; 2Co 13:14; Tit 3:15

2) In spite of the problems which existed in this LCh, and those which exist in any LCh, the leadership has no desire to exclude any believer from the blessings of grace.

3) This is a brief statement of the realization of Paul’s prayer for them, for all the fullness of God’s grace to be operative in the lives of these believers.

4) Grace is available to all: 

a) the persecuted, if they focus on the reason for their sufferings.

b) the eschatologically panicked, if they will remember that God will provide for their deliverance.

c) the offenders, who will not work in order to provide for their financial obligations, if they will acclimate to the command to work.

d) those who are adjusted and have to apply the Doctrine of Separation, if they will keep in mind the reasons for their difficult application.

e) the leadership who must enforce the precepts of BD in the local assembly, if they will allow God to work through them for the benefit of all.

5) God’s grace is available equally to all believers, so that there is no excuse for not continuing to advance spiritually to the end and complete their course.

6) These two epistles have been a manifestation of the grace of God to this LCh, and to ours as well.

7) The opening statement and closing statement are that God’s grace, and the resultant peace that comes from adjusting our lives in all areas to His Directive Will, are with us at all times.

8) That is to say, the grace is present whether we recognize it or not, and whether or not we avail ourselves of it.

9) This grace of God is multiplied through the intake and possession of Bible Doctrine.  2Pet 1:2  “Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord”
End 2Thessalonians 
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