2Thessalonians Chapter 2

The Instruction Begins

VErwtw/men de. u`ma/j( avdelfoi,( u`pe.r th/j parousi,aj tou/ kuri,ou h`mw/n VIhsou/ Cristou/ kai. h`mw/n evpisunagwgh/j evpV auvto.n

2:1 Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our gathering together to Him, (weak adv (intro) de, “now” + P A I 3s evrwta,w – erōtaō “we ask/request” + Ac 2p pro su, “you” + V M P avdelfo,j “brothers” + prep w/ G F S w/d.a. u`pe,r h` parousi,a – parousia “concerning/with regard to the arrival/ coming” + G M S w/d.a. o`   ku,rioj “of the Lord” + G 1p pro evgw, “of us; our” + G M S prop n VIhsou/j Cristo,j “Jesus Christ” + c.c. kai, “and” + G 1p pro evgw, “of us; our” +    G F S evpisunagwgh, – episunagōgē “gathering together” (comp – Lit “brought together upon” i.e. gathered for a specific purpose) + prep w/ Ac M 3s pro evpi, auvto,j “to Him”)

eivj to. mh. tace,wj saleuqh/nai u`ma/j avpo. tou/ noo.j mhde. qroei/sqai( mh,te dia. pneu,matoj mh,te dia. lo,gou mh,te diV evpistolh/j w`j diV h`mw/n( w`j o[ti evne,sthken h` h`me,ra tou/ kuri,ou\

2:2 that you may not be quickly shaken from your composure or be disturbed either by a spirit or a message or a letter as if from us, (prep w/ A P If w/d.a. (purp) eivj to. saleu,w – saleuō (GT = saleuqh/nai) “that … be shaken” + neg ptcl w/ adv w/ Ac 2p pro mh, tace,wj su, “…you not quickly…” (The sentence reads: “We request you all, brothers, …that you not be quickly shaken”) + prep w/ Ab M S w/d.a. (sep) avpo, o` nou/j “away from the thinking/mind/composure” + neg c.c. mhde, “nor” + P P If qroe,w – throeō (GT = qroei/sqai) “be alarmed/startled/disturbed” + neg c.c. mh,te “not whether” (differs from mhde,  in that the former shows progressive exclusion – “not this…and not that”; the latter shows parallel exclusion – “neither this…nor that”) + prep w/ G N S (inter agency) dia, pneu/ma “through/by means of a spirit” + neg c.c. mh,te “nor” + prep w/ G M S dia, lo,goj “through/by means of a word/message” + neg c.c. mh,te “nor” + prep w/ G F S dia, evpistolh, – epistolē “through/by means of a letter” + comp adv w`j “as if” + prep w/ G 1p pro dia, evgw, “from/through us”) to the effect that the day of the Lord has come.  (comp adv w/ intro con w`j o[ti “as if / to the effect that” (cp 2Cor 5:19, 11:21, translates loosely into “namely; to wit; saying that”) + Pf A I 3s evni,sthmi – enistēmi “has arrived; has become present” + N F S w/d.a. h` h`me,ra – hēmera “the day” + G M S w/d.a. o` ku,rioj “of the Lord” (KJV has “day of christ”, but Paul has already used “Day of the Lord” in 1Th 5:2))

1) The following section, through vs 12, comprises the very heart of the epistle, the information that Paul intensely desired to communicate to these believers.

2) The weak adversative de is used to contrast the preceding information of his prayer request with his task of correcting their erroneous view.

3) First he gives an appeal, in vss 1-2, to calm down; they had received some piece of teaching purporting to be Divine in nature and announcing that the day of the Lord was in progress.

4) While it is not absolutely certain that this came to them in the form of a letter, that is the consensus of scholars throughout the ages, based on Paul’s comment to that effect.

5) This section contains unique information, not revealed anywhere else in Scripture, but which is in complete harmony with what has been revealed in other portions.

6) We must recognize that Paul is merely supplementing and reminding his readers of information he had previously taught to them, and because he can assume so much it is, in some ways, vague to us.

7) The error plaguing this young church was eschatological in nature, evident by the form of the opening request, “with regard to the coming of our Lord, Jesus Christ”.

8) Paul had dealt with the Rapture and the events surrounding the 2nd Advent in his verbal communication while present with them, and reviewed it in 1Th 4:13-18.

9) The Parousia of the Lord is divided into two distinct phases, the coming for His bride, the Church, and the coming to judge the world and establish His kingdom on Earth.

10) The first arrival occurs exactly seven years previous to the second coming, and is the event known as the Rapture or Translation of the Church.

11) The second arrival follows the events of Daniel’s Seventieth Week, the final seven years of the Age of Israel.  Dan 9:24f

12) The period known as the day of the Lord (D/L) specifically begins at the midpoint of the final seven year period, and extends to the dissolution of the material universe at the end of the Millennium and the Great White Throne judgment.

13) The force of his request is to focus their attention on the fact that they cannot be in the historical period known as the D/L, since the Church is removed some three and a half years before it begins.

14) The two nouns, coming and gathering, are governed by one article in the Greek, indicating that they refer to one and the same event.

15) The purpose of this first coming of Jesus is to gather His bride to Himself, fulfilling    Jn 14:3. “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.” cp 1Cor 15:51f; 1Th 4:13-18

16) The Thessalonian church had been taught these truths previously, how could they now believe that they were in the midst of the D/L?

17) It seems that this group had an intense interest in matters of eschatology, and as such were susceptible to false information in that area.

18) The believer is not to be off-balance by placing one area of Dvpt over another, but is expected to be adequate in every area of understanding (2Tim 3:16-17); the main thrust of the exhortation is that they not be quickly or easily shaken from the truth.

19) Those who pursue prophecy at the expense of other information for the CWL will be deceived, since they do not pursue the “the whole purpose of God.”  Ac 20:26-27

20) The great probability was that these people had been exposed to some pseudo-teaching, claiming to be Divine in nature but contradicting their earlier teaching, which convinced them that they were in the D/L.

21) The temptation, to which they were succumbing at least in some measure, was to build their doctrine on their experience and not on what was revealed in the WoG.

22) One must rigorously and consistently apply the scope of prophetic teaching to the events of human history in order to accurately determine where they are in history.

23) The persecution these believers faced was being confused with the persecution of the Tribulation, but the events of those days are unique and should not be confused with any other period of history.

24) Principle: historical and personal crises are not sufficient reasons to claim that the end of the world is at hand.

25) False prophets have claimed at various times in history that the end was near, and have proclaimed the Antichrist to be on the scene – he has been identified as a Caesar, several popes, Kaiser Wilhelm, Hitler, Mussolini, Kennedy, Kissinger, etc.

26) This brings disrepute on prophecy in particular and BD and the Church in general; when believers are not sober, as Paul has exhorted this group to be (1Th 5:6, 8), they embarrass themselves and those associated with them.

27) The initial verb to describe their response to this false information is “shaken from your thinking/composure”, while the second verb “disturbed” refers to the ultimate result of this false teaching on them.

28) The first verb is used of that which is tossed about in a storm or a building shaken by an earthquake (Ac 16:26), and is used metaphorically to denote one who is so upset that they lose their normal equilibrium and good sense.

29) The adverb “quickly” indicates how long it takes for such false information to have its result among believers, even those who are generally headed in the right direction.

30) The reference to the thinking/mind emphasizes that applications of BD must be based on sober and rational thinking, not emotions, personal experience, or circumstances.

31) Principle: false doctrine upsets people, the Truth stabilizes positive believers.

32) Jesus also instructed believers not to be upset by various social, political, religious, or ecological phenomena which were to come.  Mt 24:4f

33) We must keep in mind that all Scripture is profitable for us, when correctly interpreted and understood, but not all passages apply directly to us; certain passages are beneficial to know, but we will not physically see them fulfilled.

34) For those who believe after the Rapture, the same Word of God will be what guides them through their period of history – there is no indication they will receive new written information in regard to the final seven years.

35) Paul now outlines the three ways new information comes to a Local Church: by spirit, by a word/message, or by a letter.

36) “By spirit” refers to one who was allegedly operating under the ministry of the Holy Spirit and who uttered some particular “new revelation”.

37) The truth is that the Holy Spirit did communicate new information to those whom He chose concerning this present dispensation.  cp Ac 1:2, 4:25, 21:11

38) However, many deceivers were used by Satan to confuse and mislead the unwary.  2Cor 11:13-15; 1Jn 4:1

39) These believers had already been instructed to carefully examine all the information which came to them, not just readily accept everything taught as “gospel truth” (instructions which most do not follow today, either).  1Th 5:20-22

40) The second method is by a message, referring to the fact that various traveling communicators, like Paul, Silas and Timothy, were given the ministry of speaking the Truth which God had revealed to them.

41) However, if one came and purported to speak for the Lord, that message had better square with what Paul and other adjusted apostles were teaching; severe consequences awaited those who would mislead the innocent.  cp Gal 1:8-9

42) That is why the message of any prophet was to be examined and verified by others in the leadership of the LCh.  1Cor 14:29  “And let two or three prophets speak, and let the others pass judgment.”
43) If they were found to be inconsistent or wrong, the leadership was to take action, and forbid their presence in the assembly.  cp Rev 2:2

44) The final form mentioned is a letter “as if from us”, referring to what is probably the method of deception here, further supported by the comment of 3:17, and probably why Paul began writing a personal word at the end of his letters.  cp Col 4:18; 2Th 3:17

45) So, it seems evident that someone, masquerading under the guise of spirituality or apostolic rank, was attempting to foist their own brand of teaching on this LCh, in disregard for what had been communicated by their legitimate Apostle.

46) It is clear that within 20 years of the beginning of the Church Age, false teachers had already begun to proliferate, and the Thessalonians had to be trained to distinguish between the counterfeit and the authentic. cp Gal 1:7 “which is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you, and want to distort the gospel of Christ.”
47) Application: there are people, Christian and unbeliever alike, who will seek to influence you for their benefit and against sound doctrine – whether sincerely misled or seeking illegitimate profit, they are to be avoided.  cp Phi 1:15-17

48) While all three methods were not necessarily employed in this case, Paul covers all the bases and warns these believers to be on their guard, and be very careful about what they accept and to whom they listen.

49) The real problem which had arisen is clearly stated at the end of vs 2, using the Perfect Tense of enistēmi for a past action with existing results: namely that the D/L had arrived and was now here!

50) The D/L is a time of Divine intervention into the affairs of humanity, with special emphasis on judgment of God’s enemies, and the ultimate deliverance of His people.

51) The Thessalonians had already been taught that the D/L, which takes unregenerate humanity and unconscious believers completely off-guard, will not be a surprise to the adjusted believer because of their intake of the pertinent information.  1Th 5:2, 4

52) The foremost sign of His coming is declared to be the Fig Tree (Mt 24:3, 32), which is the restoration of Jerusalem; talk of His coming before its destruction and restoration was simply gratuitous (without reason, ground, or proof).

53) Again, these are things which the Thessalonians had been taught and should have used to reject the faulty information, but they failed the test of discernment.

Truth Refutes Error

mh, tij u`ma/j evxapath,sh| kata. mhde,na tro,ponÅ o[ti eva.n mh. e;lqh| h` avpostasi,a prw/ton kai. avpokalufqh/| o` a;nqrwpoj th/j avnomi,aj( o` ui`o.j th/j avpwlei,aj(

2:3 Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, (neg ptcl w/ A A Ip 3s mh, evxapata,w – exapataō “let not deceive” (Lit – “lead astray”) + Ac 2p pro su, “you” + N M S indef pro ti.j “anyone” + prep w/ Ac M S adj & noun kata, mhdei,j tro,poj “according to no way/manner at all; under no circumstances” + intro con o[ti “for; because” + cond ptcl w/ neg ptcl eva,n mh, “unless” + N F S w/d.a. h` avpostasi,a – apostasia “the apostasy/defection” (Lit – “ a standing away from”, i.e. the truth) + A A S 3s e;rcomai – erchomai (GT = e;lqh|) “comes/arrives” + card adv prw/toj “first”) and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, (c.c. kai, “and” + N M S w/d.a. o` a;nqrwpoj – anthropos “the man” + G F S w/d.a. h` avnomi,a – anomia “of the lawlessness” + A P S 3s avpokalu,ptw – apokaluptō “is revealed/uncovered” + N M S w/d.a. o` ui`o,j – huios “the son” + G F S w/d.a. h` avpw,leia – apōleia “of the destruction/utter ruin”) 

1) The first phrase of vs 3, “let no one in any way deceive you”, really completes the thought of vs 2, concerning the various methods by which these and other believers might be duped.

2) Paul provides an all-inclusive warning that is designed to put us on notice that we must be vigilant against deception, of any kind.

3) Jesus also warned against deception in His own eschatological teaching.  Mt 24:4, 11, 24-25; Mk 13:5-6, 21-23; Lk 21:8 cp Mt 10:16 “Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; therefore be shrewd as serpents, and innocent as doves.”
4) In the AC, false information is disseminated by Satan and his minions (a servile dependent or agent; a sycophant), both angelic and human, which is designed to neutralize and destroy believers.

5) It is up to each believer to make sure that they evaluate the information that comes to them, and that they do not come under false teaching leading to disorientation.

6) The responsibility of the PT is to make sure that he stays with the straight and narrow of Scripture, and does not place undocumented teaching before the congregation.

a) he must verify all that comes to him, and not teach anything unworthy of the faith

b) trendy, controversial, or “new” doctrines are to be carefully evaluated and tested by the WoG before joining the crowd, and espousing something later proved false

c) this includes distortions to the left (Salvation of Angels, the Bible Code, Right Brain/Left Brain), and to the right (won’t teach anything that has not been decreed by a “higher authority” in the ICE movement)

7) Once a PT, or any believer, embraces false information not consistent with the S & N, they jeopardize their spiritual future.  cp 1Tim 1:18-19, 6:3-10

8) The text now contains an anacoluthon, a lack of grammatical consistency, or an abrupt change within a sentence, from one construction to another; in order to complete the thought, the words “it will not come” are rightly supplied by the translators.

9) The subject of deception switches back to the subject of the D/L, about which Paul now provides unique information.

10) Two specific items must occur prior to the time frame known as the day of the Lord, neither of which was in place in Paul’s day (nor are they fully present in ours.) 

11) The first is the Apostasy, a transliteration of avpostasi,a – apostasia, which means a standing away from, a defection or revolt against someone or something, or one who is in rebellion against that to which allegiance and obedience should be rendered.

12) In secular Greek, the term was used to describe political and military revolt; in the LXX it was used for rebellion against God, in Jsh 22:22; 2Ch 29:19; Jer 2:19

13) Although some have tried to make this a reference to the Rapture (the “Departure”), the word has an active nuance, and the Church at the Rapture is entirely passive.

14) With the definite article, The Apostasy refers to the ultimate rebellion of mankind against God, which will culminate in the appearance of the Antichrist, the pinnacle of rebellion, the consummate rebel and revolutionary.

15) In both the OT and NT, the idea of a final rebellion against God, which gradually increases in intensity and scope is evident.  Ps 2; 2Tim 3:1f; 2Pet 3:3f; 1Jn 2:18

16) Due to a dislike of sound doctrine and the general rebellion against authority in the Church itself, the body of Christ will be ravaged by religious apostasy.  2Tim 4:3-4

17) The political apostasy is the attempt of humanity to set up a world order that is antagonistic to God, to establish a time of peace and prosperity apart from the Truth, a Millennium apart from Jesus Christ.  1Th 5:3

18) So intent are people on this today that they will eventually provide the environment in which Antichrist will assume leadership of the Revived Roman Empire (EEU).

19) The internationalist conspiracy of Gen 11:1f sought to establish a one-world government and religion, which God Himself completely frustrated through the confusion of language into a multiplicity of languages and dialects.  Gen 11:9

20) The reality is that Satan finds it easier to control one unified organization, conditioned into accepting his goals and objectives of overthrowing God, than to dominate splintered national entities.

21) Like all conspiracies, there are three elements which are operative:

a) the plotters – largely unknown, a group of nameless, faceless, super rich men whose design it is to rule the entire planet.

b) the machination – the people and organizations used to implement their plan; comprised of those who have varying degrees of knowledge about the conspiracy, and various self-interests in serving it.

c) the masses – those who are duped by high-sounding promises of peace and prosperity, and are gradually enslaved, having their rights and freedoms taken from them one at a time (with or without permission).

22) The masses (“sheople”) are unwitting accomplices in this apostasy, having been trained to accept the dictates of the plotters, as expressed by the machination (government, UN, global “experts”), and surrender their God-given freedoms so as to achieve the promises of tranquility without the demands of an unfair or impotent God.

23) The current apostasy seeks to throw off all Divine restraint, especially the four Divine Institutions: volition, marriage, family, and nationalism.

24) This revolt against all that God has instituted will eventuate in the appearance of the Man of Lawlessness, the Son of Destruction.

25) There is some debate whether the correct title is “Man of Sin” (KJV) or “Man of Lawlessness” (NAS, NIV), but the presence in vs 7 of “mystery of lawlessness”, which all texts carry, seems to demand the presence of anomia here.

26) The verb “revealed/uncovered” (apokaluptō) does not necessitate his personal presence beforehand, in fact it strictly refers to something that exists but has not been seen before it is presented, or something seen for the first time. cp Rom 8:18 “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.”
27) He will arise in Europe through the EEU, after the Rapture, and for the first three and one-half years of DSW will consolidate his power over the European community.

28) Upon the destruction of the US by Russia (which will leave them with a greatly reduced arsenal), he will have the major power base in the world at his command.

29) The apostasy will then center in him, and eventually he will become Satan-possessed, demanding the allegiance of every member of the world.  Rev 13:2-4, 15

30) His appearance is, at present, hindered by the presence of the Holy Spirit as He indwells the believers of the Church Age.  2:7

31) The Antichrist will have his own revelation just as Christ has His; in fact, he will be the complete false-christ, pretending to be Christ, the God Man.

32) His title “the man of lawlessness” indicates that he is the consummate rebel, just as opposed to God’s rule and order as the true Messiah was obedient.

33) His second title “the son of destruction” is a Hebraic formula indicating that his very nature is one which produces, and is destined for, destruction.

34) This same title was applied to Judas Iscariot in Jn 17:12, but does not mean that Judas will reappear as Antichrist, only that their natures and futures are the same.

35) The apostasy is well underway in our time, and will culminate in the appearance of the man whom the cosmos will love, God’s complete and utter enemy.

The Extent of Antichrist’s Rebellion

o` avntikei,menoj kai. u`perairo,menoj evpi. pa,nta lego,menon qeo.n h' se,basma( w[ste auvto.n eivj to.n nao.n tou/ qeou/ kaqi,sai avpodeiknu,nta e`auto.n o[ti e;stin qeo,jÅ
2:4 who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship,   (P M P N M S w/d.a. o` avnti,keimai – antikeimai “the one/he who opposes” (lit – “to lie against”, hence to oppose) + c.c. kai, “and” + P M P N M S u`perai,rw – huperairō “exalts” (lit – “to raise up over”) + prep w/ Ac M S adj evpi, pa/j “above every/all” + P P P Ac M S le,gw “thing being called” + Ac M S qeo,j “a god” + disj con h; “or” + Ac N S se,basma – sebasma “object of worship”) so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God. (super con (result) w[ste “so that” +  A A If kaqi,zw – kathidzō “he takes seat/installs” + Ac M 3s pro auvto,j “himself”  + prep w/ Ac M S w/d.a. eivj o` nao,j “unto/into the temple” + G M S w/d.a. o` qeo,j “of the God” + P A P Ac M S avpodei,knumi – apodeiknumi “exhibiting/displaying/proclaiming” + Ac M 3s ref pro e`autou/ “himself” + exp con o[ti “that; as” + P I 3s eivmi, “he is” + N M S qeo,j “god” (antecedent of Nominative = “the man of lawlessness” from vs 3))

1) Vs 4 continues with the third designation of Antichrist, and not only provides insight into his religious intolerance, but moves us forward to the midpoint of DSW.

2) The two Present Participles, “opposes” and “exalts”, indicate that this is no mere passing activity, but something in which he will be entrenched and unremitting.

3) The language here is similar to the language found in Dan 11:36, a passage fulfilled in both Antiochus Ephiphanes and Antichrist.

a) Antiochus plundered the temple in 168 BC, setting up an idol of Zeus in the Most Holy Place and dedicating it to him, offering pagan sacrifices in his name.

b) prophecies may be generally characterized as fulfilled or unfulfilled, conditional or unconditional, and singular or dual in nature.

c) a prophecy with a dual fulfillment has a near, or short term, fulfillment and a far, or distant, fulfillment.

d) the prophecy of Daniel, like Ps 22 (David and Jesus) is a dual prophecy.

4) The fact that Antichrist is obviously Satanic in his view of God and other religions is further confirmed by vs 9; both are incorrigible and intolerant of other rivals, political or religious.

5) Both desire the total allegiance and worship of all who are available, and will attack and attempt to destroy any who refuse.  Rev 13:7  “And it was given to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them; and authority over every tribe and people and tongue and nation was given to him.”
6) Antichrist will possess a mental attitude of opposition to God, but it will extend far beyond that to active opposition to all that people worship.

7) Examples of things being called a god include: Lord Maitreya, Buddha, Allah, Krishna, Pan, Gaia, and other entities which men have worshiped under the designation “god”.

8) Objects of worship, which are not strictly designated as gods, include: icons, the shroud of Turin, crosses/crucifixes, religious relics, rosaries, candles, crystals, etc.

9) The Middle Voice of the participle indicates that he will cause his own exaltation, and that he is the one who receives the exaltation; he will form the cult of Antichrist which, like the cult of Caesar, will deify and worship its leader.  Rev 13:4, 8, 15

10) Those who will not participate in the worship of this man will be under the sentence of death.  Rev 13:15

11) Roman Catholicism, which has amassed tremendous and uncountable wealth over its sixteen centuries of existence, will be completely devastated and plundered by the Antichrist’s confederacy.  Rev 17:16

12) This act alone might be enough to cause all to fear and submit to him, but other events in the first half of DSW will eliminate any real opposition:

a) the destruction of the US, and the need for protection from Russia. Rev 18

b) the military build-up of the Oriental Bloc. Dan 7:6; Rev 16:12

c) the collapse of the world economy and the need for a common currency, supplied by the False Prophet on behalf of Antichrist.  Rev 13:16-17 

d) the defeat of the two witnesses in Jerusalem. Rev 11:7-10

e) the defeat of the three dissenting nations of the EU.  Dan 7:8, 20, 24

13) Antichrist is heralded by the masses of humanity as the true savior of the planet, the fulfillment of all religious prophecies, from the 5th Buddha to the Jewish Messiah.

14) The word for “temple” here (naos), when used of pagan temples, refers to the innermost sanctum of the temple itself, where the idol or representation of the deity was placed – of the Jewish temple, it refers to the Most Holy Place, where the Ark of the Covenant originally sat, and wherein only the High Priest could enter.

15) The fact that he seats himself “in the temple of the God” presupposes that there will be a third temple in Jerusalem, since that phrase rules out any pagan buildings, and must be understood as the temple which is devoted to the worship of God.

16) Although the Jews do not recognize Jesus as Messiah and do not truly worship God, this does not prevent them from building a temple devoted to His worship.

17) Regarding the Temple:

a) the first temple was built during the life of Solomon

1) the beginning was instigated by David, but was vetoed by God – 2Sam 7:1-13

2) it was begun in 966 BC, was seven years in construction, and survived until its destruction by Nebuchadnezzar in 586 BC – 1Kin 6:1, 38; 2Kin 25:1f

b) the temple was eventually rebuilt and completed in 516 BC – Ezra 6:15

c) it continued to exist, with modifications and improvements, until 70AD, when it was destroyed by the Romans, fulfilling Mt 24:1-2

d) our passage refers to an as yet unbuilt temple which will be in Jerusalem

18) There have been several attempts to rebuild the temple; a massive and well-organized  move is underway in our day, and is in an advanced state, complete with building materials and furniture. (“The Odyssey of the Third Temple”, Rabbi Yisrael Ariel)
19) This third temple is planned to reflect all that the first two did in terms of glory and splendor, coupled with modern advances and technology, such as air conditioning, electric lights, and even computers.

20) In exchange for, or because of, Israel’s recognition of Antichrist as Messiah, he will promise to provide military protection against her enemies.

21) Therefore, during the first three and one-half years of DSW, the following occurs:

a) Antichrist makes his appearance.

b) the two witnesses make their appearance.  Rev 11:3

c) the temple has been restored and is functional.

d) Antichrist consolidates power in Europe, and makes a name for himself as a military force (he will be a military genius – Rev 13:4b).

e) the US is destroyed, causing world-wide economic collapse.  Rev 18

f) Antichrist destroys the RCC.

g) at the mid-point, Antichrist makes a 7 year pact with Israel, declares himself to be God, and moves into the temple of God demanding worship.  Dan 9:27

22) He will declare himself to be the one true God, and the False Prophet will institute his worship by setting up a special image that is given “breath”.  Rev 13:14-15

23) This idol will most probably be a sophisticated combination of computer science, holograms, robotics, animatronics, etc. – the technology exists today, but has not yet been integrated.

24) Since Satan is cast out of Heaven at the midpoint of DSW (Rev 12:7), his possession of Antichrist occurs at this time and may well be in connection with this temple ceremony.

25) This acceptance of Antichrist by Israel fulfills the prophecy by Jesus, in Jn 5:43.

26) The setting up of this abomination of desolation is the sign for all believers to get out of Jerusalem and Judea, flee to the mountains, and wait out the last 3½ years, which begins the D/L.  Mt 24:15f

A Touch of Exasperation

Ouv mnhmoneu,ete o[ti e;ti w'n pro.j u`ma/j tau/ta e;legon u`mi/nÈ
2:5 Do you not remember that while I was still with you, I was telling you these things?  (neg ptcl w/ P A I 2p ouv mnhmoneu,w – mnēmoneuō “Do you not/Can’t you remember” + intro con o[ti “that” + adv e;ti “while still” + P P N M S eivmi, (GT = w'n) “being” + prep w/ Ac 2p pro pro,j su, “with you” + I A I 1s le,gw – lego (GT = e;legon ) “I was telling” + Ac N P dem pro ou-toj “these things” + D 2p pro su, “to you”)

1) This verse interrupts the detailed teaching about the Antichrist, drawing attention to Paul’s annoyance, and impatience, regarding their current state of distress.
2) This conveys his rebuke to them for allowing this spurious information to disturb them, while still maintaining a gentle tone without formal reproach.  cp 2Cor 7:8-9
3) Principle: A communicator experiences a legitimate sense of irritation when those he has taught a particular doctrine do not keep that information before themselves, or even worse fall for something which contradicts that very teaching.  cp Lk 24:25-26
4) The thought is paralleled in 1Th 5:1, but whereas at that time he could gently remind them of his teaching regarding the peace movement of the last days, here he gives a (still gentle) rebuke in connection with their spiritual inattentiveness.

5) The question is one which demands a “yes” answer, unless they were not paying attention when he taught them this information initially (which would be worse?).

6) Once again, he calls upon their memory of the not-so-distant past to confirm the facts of what he says – “while I was with you” looks back to their initial few months of teaching under Paul.  cp 1Th 2:1, 2, 5, 9, 10, 11

7) The Imperfect of legō has the idea of repeated action over a period of time, rather than continual action in the past; he didn’t teach only this information, and he taught it more than once.

8) Paul expresses his certainty about the scope and completeness of their eschatological teaching since he himself was the one who provided the information – the singular “I was telling you”.

9) Had these believers simply spent some time comparing the “new doctrine” to what they had been previously taught by Paul, they would not be in their current state of confusion and unrest.

10) “These things” refers to the substance of what has just been stated regarding the Antichrist and the Apostasy.

11) In a general sense, it is obvious that Paul taught much of the realm of eschatology to this church early on; since prophecy comprises one-third of the Bible, it is a subject not to be avoided with an new congregation.

12) Principle: the model congregation is one which is just as conversant in the area of eschatology as they are in soteriology.

Why Antichrist is Not Present Now

kai. nu/n to. kate,con oi;date eivj to. avpokalufqh/nai auvto.n evn tw/| e`autou/ kairw/|Å
2:6 And you know what restrains him now, so that in his time he may be revealed. (c.c. kai, “and” + adv nu/n “now; currently” + P A P Ac N S w/d.a. to. kate,cw – katechō “the thing restraining/holding back” + Pf A I 2p oi=da “you know from experience/ teaching” + prep w/ A P If w/d.a. (purp) eivj to. avpokalu,ptw – apokaluptō “so that can be revealed” + Ac M 3s pro auvto,j “him” + prep w/ L M S n & G M 3s pro evn o` e`autou/ kairo,j – heautou kairos “in his own time/season” (kairos looks at time as an event, not duration) {for no apparent reason, the NAS changed the word order of the last clause})

1) This verse is as cryptic as any Paul has written to the Thessalonians so far, and just as enigmatic to most interpreters of the Bible.

2) The reason for this apparently indecipherable comment is to be found in the previous instruction which the Thessalonians had received; they knew precisely to what Paul was alluding, and although the comment may seem vague to us, it was merely confirming what they already had been taught.

3) For us, the principle of Heb 11:6 is applied, that we must diligently seek to understand what is revealed in His Word, and that based on that seeking, He will give us the understanding we desire.

4) The literal Greek would read “and now/currently what is restraining him you all know, so that he may/can be revealed in his proper time”.

5) If one works from the original language first, much of the ambiguity disappears, although there are still legitimate matters of discussion and disagreement.

6) Some take the adverb nun to refer to the present state of knowledge which these believers possessed; others take it to refer to the thing restraining, and that it is a present reality – the second explanation is more appropriate based on word order 

7) The phrase “what restrains” is a Present Neuter Participle, indicating a force which is presently operating and which is viewed as an on-going phenomenon.

8) In vs 7, the same verb is used with a Masculine parsing; this combination of the neuter-masculine form has troubled interpreters and various suggestions have been advanced as to what exactly holds Antichrist back, including:

a) the preaching of the gospel

b) the Jewish state

c) human government under the Laws of Divine Establishment

d) the Roman Empire

e) the binding of Satan

f) the Holy Spirit

9) Oddly enough, the most popular interpretation is that this is an intentionally vague reference to the Roman Empire, with the masculine form following in vs 7 referring to Caesar (this would clear the way for the false position that he must be alive before the Rapture, in spite of clear statements to the contrary).

10) The facts that the Roman Empire has since ceased to exist (yet he has not been revealed already), and that Rome did not hold back evil, but perpetrated attacks on the Church, do not seem sufficient to refute this position in the minds of interpreters.

11) Other suggestions may be similarly dismissed in that they do not fulfill the requirements of restraining Antichrist.

a) the gospel will be proclaimed before, during, and after his appearance – Rev 14:6

b) the Jewish state has not existed continuously since the writing

c) human government will cooperate with Antichrist, not withstand or restrain him

d) in no sense can one consider Satan bound – Eph 2:2b

12) The correct answer, based on the grammar and the elimination of other possible interpretations, is God the Holy Spirit.

a) either gender is appropriate when dealing with the Holy Spirit:

1) since He is a Person, and the masculine gender is applied to Him – Jn 14:26 (paraklētos), 15:26, 16:13; cp Ac 5:3

2) the word pneuma is grammatically a neuter in the Greek language – Jn 14:17, 14:26 (neuter pronoun)
3) therefore, depending on whether the writer was following grammatical gender (neuter) or thinking of the HS as a person, using logical gender (masculine), he could use either gender and be accurate

b) this also addresses the other problems related to the restrainer, such as:

1) consistent presence (OmPr)

2) consistent, supernatural power (OmPo)

3) knowing the proper time for ceasing His restraint (OmSc)

13) The purpose of the restraining ministry of the HS is so that Antichrist may be revealed at the strategic/proper/appropriate time; God has a Divine timetable on which His Plan operates, and things are not accomplished, or even allowed to occur, in a haphazard manner in human history.

14) There was a Divinely appointed time for the appearance of Messiah, His work, and His death.  Mk 1:15; Jn 7:6; Gal 4:4

15) God has everything planned, and all things occur at the proper time which He has determined.  Ac 1:6-7

16) Satan, though he possesses power, intelligence, troops, etc. cannot circumvent the timing of God and bring things to pass before they are supposed to occur; neither can he prevent anything from occurring when God determines it is time.

17) He has manifested his evil attempts to thwart the Plan of God throughout history, but to no avail – in the history before Christ, he sought to prevent His appearance by:

a) the murder of Abel – Gen 4:8

b) the angelic infiltration of humanity – Gen 6:1-4

c) the tower of Babel – Gen 11:2-4

d) enslaving Israel – 2Kin 25

e) the anti-Semitism of Haman – Est 3

f) the anti-Semitism of Antiochus Epiphanes – Dan 11

18) After the birth of Christ, his attacks centered on thwarting the Plan of God by assaults on Jesus Himself, including:

a) the slaughter of the infants – Mt 2:16

b) the temptation of Jesus – Mt 4:2-10

c) the attempt to make Jesus king – Jn 6:15

d) attempts to kill Him before the cross – Lk 4:29; Jn 8:59

19) Satan, who is incorrigible and certainly not lacking energy or desire, continues to seek to attack the Plan of God, attempting to destroy or neutralize the Church, attempting to frustrate prophecy in regard to Antichrist, attacking Israel, etc.

20) Nevertheless, he will not succeed in bringing forth the man of lawlessness one moment before God the Holy Spirit desires or allows it to happen.

21) The specific time of his appearing is immediately after the Rapture of the Church, and his “appointed time” is the final seven years just prior to the 2nd Advent.

The Secret Workings of the Apostasy

to. ga.r musth,rion h;dh evnergei/tai th/j avnomi,aj\ mo,non o` kate,cwn a;rti e[wj evk me,sou ge,nhtaiÅ
2:7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; (exp con ga,r “for” + N N S w/d.a. to. musth,rion – mustērion “the mystery/secrets” + G F S w/d.a. h` avnomi,a “of the lawlessness” + adv h;dh “already; by this time” + P M I 3s evnerge,w – energeō “is working/operative”) only he who now restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way. (adv mo,non “only/alone” + P A P N M S w/d.a. o` kate,cw “the one/he who is restraining” + adv a;rti “now/presently” supply “will do so” + prep e[wj “until; to the point” + A D S 3s gi,nomai + “he becomes” + prep w/ Ab N S (sep) evk me,soj – mesos “out from the midst” (this idiom is attested in Greek writings as being equivalent to “having been moved away”: Plutarch – “he has been removed”; Tatius – “they have been removed”.  The sense may be construed as a passive, although the form of the verb is not))

1) Vs 7 introduces a further explanation of the chronology related to the plans and objectives of Satan, as they relate to a one-world government and the appearance of his chosen man Antichrist.

2) It must first be noted that Bible Doctrine does not support, in any way, rejection or rebellion against our established government (Rom 13:1), neither are Christians to become involved in political causes such as “winning the country back for Christ”, or actively working to restore the spiritual climate of our nation.

3) However, a part of our CWL does involve being alert to the efforts of Satan to overthrow God’s system of nationalism, which requires a certain level of understanding as to his tactics.

4) Paul has used a number of words in this particular section, each of which provide insight into the order of end-time events.

a) from vs 3, “except the Apostasy comes first” indicates that this must occur during the final portion of the Church Age, just prior to the appearance of Antichrist

b) the apostasy, the secretive drive of an elite few to rule the entire world, has had its agents in every period of history – “the mystery of lawlessness is already at work”

c) God the Holy Spirit, via direct intervention and providential control, frustrates the full display of evil during the present dispensation – “the One restraining”

d) He will continue to do so until He is removed

e) only then will Antichrist be revealed – vs 8

5) The mystery is not something we are unable to understand, it is a truth which had been concealed, but is now made manifest.

6) Believers of previous periods of history, even great believers, could not explain the full scope of Satan and his plan for world rule.  cp Dan 8:15-27

7) This is one of the many mysteries which have been revealed to positive volition during the mystery dispensation, the Church Age:

a) we now are able to see and communicate what Satan has been building and promoting during human history.

b) we know his final plan to bring forth Antichrist and receive the worship of all mankind through him.

c) we are then able to articulate the truth of what is not overtly obvious, that Satan is operative behind the scenes of human history, attempting to hinder and even overthrow the Plan of God. cp Eph 6:12 “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.”
8) The “mystery of lawlessness” does not refer to the universal antinomian nature of the STA and mankind in general, it is a specific reference to the organized plan of Satan and his followers to throw off Divine law and institute a world system void of God and His laws.

9) That it was operative in the time of Paul is directly stated, and in fact it is at least as old as the tower of Babel.  Gen 11:1f

10) So the apostasy which has always existed has continued to the present day, and is now in the form of the apostasy which will culminate in the appearance of Antichrist.

11) The actual method(s) by which they hope to achieve their objectives are best understood by a study of the goals of the Illuminati and their interrelated organizations, such as the United Nations, the Trilateral Commission, the Council on Foreign Relations (CFR), the Club of Rome (C/R), the Fabian Socialists, and the Bilderbergers.

12) The basic goal of all these organizations is global government, a dissolution of nationalism, and the implementation of internationalism.

13) The primary problem with this approach is that God is the Author of nationalism, since this allows for maximum freedom and the unimpeded function of human volition.  cp Gen 9:7, 11:7-9; Ac 17:26-27

14) Internationalism leads to maximum Satanic influence and control, with individuals surrendering rights and privileges for the “greater good” of the world community.

15) The truth that mankind is playing into the hands of Satan should be obvious; what is not so obvious to some is that mankind is generally in agreement with the Satanic goals and objectives of overthrowing God.  Isa 14:13-14 cp Ps 2:1-3

16) They intend to establish a one-world government complete with a new world army, a one-world bank and currency, and their own occult New Age religion, eventually outlawing all the monotheistic faiths (Christianity, Judaism, and Islam).

17) The move by this occult oriented conspiracy is well documented and exposed; recommended reading would include “Global Tyranny…Step by Step” by William F. Jasper (Western Islands Pub.) and “The New American” magazine.

18) Such buzz words as interdependence, new world order, global community, or world government provide a façade of decency to their actions, when in actuality they are attempting to enslave the human race.

19) Their tactics, which appear to be humanitarian in nature, are in reality attempts to increase and centralize governmental control over every aspect of man’s personal existence, and include:

a) the global “green regime”, including the claims of ozone depletion, global warming, cancer risks, nuclear power, deforestation, danger of extinction, etc.

(1) just prior to the 1992 UN Earth Summit, the C/R issued its report “The First Global Revolution”, and declared “In searching for a new enemy to unite us, we came up with the idea that pollution, the threat of global warming, water shortages, famine and the like would fit the bill.... All these dangers are caused by human intervention.... The real enemy, then, is humanity itself”

b) the United Nations World Summit for Children, the UN Convention on the Right of the Child, UNICEF, and other such agencies who espouse articles dealing with adoption, education, child labor, child abuse/pornography, education, etc, which in reality seek to strip parental control over a child’s life.

(1) Article 13 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child mandates that the child “shall have the right to freedom of expression,” including “freedom to seek, receive, and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, … through any other media of the child’s choice” – a parent who forbids their child to attend a witches’ coven or X-rated movie would be in violation of the law!

c) population control to stop the “explosive increase in population”, since “we are now a species out of control” (Maurice Strong, Secretary General UNCED, C/R).

(1) this includes population limits, birth control, abortion, euthanasia, and “drastic, unconventional decisions if the world is to avoid reaching the unacceptable and absurd figure of 16 billion humans by the year 2070” (Jacques Cousteau)

(2) another quote from Jacques – “In order to stabilize world population, we must eliminate 350,000 people per day.” (UNESCO Courier, Nov 1991)

d) the establishment of a one world Central Bank, to control inflation, eventually to be armed with taxing authority, and regulatory power over businesses.

(1) Professor Richard N. Cooper (CFR), in the Fall 1984 edition of Foreign Affairs (the CFR quarterly) proposed “A Monetary System for the Future”, that would entail “a joint bank of issue”, and emphasized “The key point is that monetary control – the issuance of currency and of reserve credit – would be in the hands of the new Bank of Issue, not in the hands of any national government…”; therefore, independent states “need to turn over the determination of monetary policy to a supranational body”.

e) famine aid, refugee resettling, humanitarian and medical aid, etc. which are in reality nothing more than shams to provide money to their chosen representatives, who have often planned and engineered these “catastrophes”.

(1) in Oct 1984, the UN Administrative and Budget Committee provided $73.5 million in UN funds (collected from US and European taxpayers) to the government of Ethiopia, currently suffering a famine that would kill millions, specified for “improvements on the conference facilities of the UN’s Economic Commission for Africa”, which were deemed “wholly inadequate”

(2) this was after they had given President Mengistu of Ethiopia over $1billion in “humanitarian aid”, which he had used to forcibly relocate millions of people, guaranteeing starvation and famine, between 1978 and 1982

f) the universal brotherhood of man, unity among religions, personal enlightenment, and the Masters of Wisdom, leading to “a new spiritual relationship between man and earth” (Al Gore, Vice-president of the US, CFR).

(1) Robert Muller, former Assistant Secretary General of the UN, was quoted “If Christ {of course, he refers to the false christ, not ours}came back to earth, his first visit would be to the United Nations…”  (he also speaks of “our brethren the animals, our sisters the flowers”)

(2) in the New Age Network News letter of Oct 1987, devotees were told “In the coming years the United Nations is destined to be the world’s main focal point… We can help bring this about through our support”; this support was essential because when “all the impossible solutions have been eliminated, it will become clear that the only answer to our problems is the UN”

(3) the June 1941 Rosecrucian Digest, an occult journal, predicted that for the future of religion “the multiplicity of social states, countries or nations will cease to be”, replaced by “the one United World State”

20) As one might imagine, certain beliefs and institutions must make way for their vision of the future, including:

a) the independence of nations

b) the freedom of the individual

c) national currencies

d) the US Constitution

e) the Bible

21) Thanks to Bible Doctrine, we are not in the dark regarding the current state of affairs, although we are practically drowning in double-talk, political disinformation, media lies, political correctness, and religious apostasy.

22) That the M/L is not understood by negative unbelievers should be obvious; it is a secretive, clandestine, occult conspiracy to set up one universal government.

23) These men have manipulated history: staging wars and famines, supporting world communism, promoting socialist policies among the western democracies, building up evil dictators, diverting wealth to their projects, planting their minions in high positions of governments, and above all protecting their secret plans. 

24) While it has received its share of setbacks (not the least of which was the establishment of the United States), it has advanced to the point that it now controls our government, banking and economic system, political parties, press, education, and social environment. cp Rev 18:23

25) The manipulators of the Apostasy are acting in accord with the activity of Satan himself, whose desire it is to rule planet Earth.  Isa 14:13-14

26) The irony is that Satan dupes these willing accomplices with promises of power and immortality, when in reality he sacrifices them to achieve his own goal.  Isa 14:15-17

27) This lawless character, which pervades our world today, will continue to intensify as God the Holy Spirit places fewer and fewer obstacles in the way of the M/L.

28) One of the foremost reasons that there are fewer obstacles is that the majority of humanity rejects Bible Doctrine, and most are unaware (willfully ignorant) of the Satanic one-world scheme.

29) Fewer and fewer voices espouse sound doctrine and the Establishment Principles promoted by the Word of God (and upon which this nation was founded).

30) The conspiracy is especially hostile to anyone who gets in its way, and public exposure will not be tolerated; assassination, extortion, public disgrace, and humiliation await those who do not comply.

31) This attempt to set up a world government apart from God is checked by the Holy Spirit, until this aspect of His ministry is no longer needed.

32) At a future point, the Restrainer will be removed and the world will run full-tilt into the evil and lawlessness they so eagerly desire.

33) The term “only” is best taken with “until”, to indicate the terminal point of the restraint – “only until the One who holds back is taken out of the way”.

34) At Pentecost, the beginning of the CA, the Holy Spirit assumed a new relationship to believers which He did not occupy prior to the CA (Jn 14:15-17), and He is taken out of the way, in a very specific sense, at the close of the Church Age, the Rapture.

35) GHS, like all members of the Godhead, is OmPr, not confined to or removed from any particular place, yet Jesus spoke of His coming; this is a reference to the new regime that would exist during the CA – His new relationship and base of operations within each believer (residence vs. presence).  Jn 14:26, 16:7, 8, 13

36) Therefore, for Paul to speak of the HS leaving, or being taken out of the way, refers to the close of the CA and the fact that the HS will not indwell believers any longer.

37) He will resume the same position and relationship to mankind in general, and to believers in particular, which He occupied prior to this dispensation.

38) Clearly, then, the Rapture must occur prior to the appearance of Antichrist, and this supports the fact that the Church and Antichrist do not have any common history.

39) During the present dispensation the HS protects the Church from her lawless enemies who are totally hostile to the viewpoint we espouse, so that “the gates of Hades shall not overpower it”.  Mt 16:18

40) At the Rapture, the Church is removed as per 1Th 4:13f; the HS no longer restrains this form of evil, and Antichrist is brought forth and begins his activity.

The Time of Antichrist’s Appearing

kai. to,te avpokalufqh,setai o` a;nomoj( o]n o` ku,rioj avnelei/ tw/| pneu,mati tou/ sto,matoj auvtou/ kai. katargh,sei th/| evpifanei,a| th/j parousi,aj auvtou/(
2:8 And then that lawless one will be revealed (c.c. kai, “and” + adv to,te “then/next” + N M S w/d.a. o` a;nomoj – anomos “the lawless one” + F P I 3s avpokalu,ptw – apokaluptō “will be revealed/uncovered”) whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth (Ac M S rel pro o[j “whom” + N M S w/d.a. o`  ku,rioj  “the Lord” (Mss evidence is in favor of the omission of “Jesus” after “Lord”, as a scribal addition) + F A I 3s avnaire,w – anaireō (GT = avnelei/) (“consume” of KJV is a translation of avnali,skw which does not have strong support) “will slay; will render ineffective” (Lit – “to take up”; of laws and ordinances, “to annul”, emphasis is on neutralizing whatever is in view) + I N S w/d.a. to. pneu/ma “with/by means of the breath” + G N S w/d.a. to. sto,ma – stoma “of the mouth” + G M 3s pro auvto,j “of Him; His”) and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming; (c.c. kai, “and” + F A I 3s katarge,w – katargeō “will bring to an end; will render inoperative” (cp Gal 5:4) +  I F S w/d.a. h` evpifa,neia – epiphaneia “by the appearance/visible manifestation” + G F S w/d.a. h` parousi,a – parousia “of the coming/ arrival” + G M 3s pro auvto,j “of Him; His”)

1) The first two words of vs 8 are critical to the correct understanding of the chronology of Antichrist as it relates to the Church Age, since they set up the sequence of events.

2) From vs 7, there is no question that the Holy Spirit is taken out of the way, in the event which characterizes and defines the end of the present dispensation.

3) Although the M/L is operative in the CA, it is not until this dispensation is ended and the Holy Spirit is taken out of the way that the Lawless One will be revealed.

4) Therefore, any assertion that the Church shares any common history with Antichrist is inconsistent, which is the crux of Paul’s message: “You can’t simultaneously be in the day of the Lord and this dispensation”.

5) Despite all specious identifications to the contrary, Scripture teaches that once the HS is removed, THEN, AND ONLY THEN will Antichrist be brought onto the scene.

6) The grammatical phrase “then will be revealed” indicates two specific realities:

a) he has no history immediately prior to the Rapture – it is foolish to seek to identify him as someone alive in the CA.

b) the verb is a passive, indicating that someone else will reveal him – some force, other than himself, will be responsible for his appearance in human history.

7) Antichrist will be a resuscitated unbeliever who comes from Hades and makes his appearance on planet Earth.  Rev 17:7-11

8) God is the only one who can raise the dead (reconnect a soul and body – cp Ac 26:8), but here we see that He will either provide a body for Antichrist, or provide Satan with the ability to do so (cloning?). 

9) His appearance and activity is defined in vs 9 as being “in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders”, so in either case he will make his appearance suddenly, unexpectedly, and miraculously in human history.

10) The termination of his brief but illustrious career is described by the double statement of vs 8, by the agency of the Lord, to whom all judgment has been given (Jn 5:22).  

11) The destruction of the Man of Lawlessness occurs at the 2nd Advent, following a judgment by the court of Heaven during the final portion of the Tribulation.  Dan 7:8-11, 19-22, 24-27

12) The verb translated “will slay” does not mean that He will speak and Antichrist will die, since he is cast alive into the Lake of Fire.  Rev 19:20

13) In fact, neither of the verbs in our verse relate to the physical death of Antichrist, but to the neutralizing of his activity and the ultimate abolition of him and his kingdom.

14) The first clause “will render ineffective with the breath of His mouth” refers to the activity of the Lord Jesus in neutralizing the activity of Antichrist by the destruction of his forces.  Rev 19:15 cp Zec 14:9f

15) The phrase “the breath of His mouth” is an allusion to Isa 11:4, and is appropriately quoted here concerning the Lord Jesus Christ.  “…And He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, And with the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked.”
16) When one speaks, breath is exhaled; the agent of destruction is the spoken word of the Lord.  cp Ps 2:5 “Then He will speak to them in His anger And terrify them in His fury”
17) So the first verb refers to the end of his (personal) career, while the second specifies the end of his activities and programs.

18) After neutralizing Antichrist, Jesus will bring him to his end by the appearance of His coming/personal presence.

19) The word translated “bring to an end” (katargeō) has the nuance of destruction by replacement; a superior force that discharges the inferior one previously in effect.  cp 1Cor 13:11 “When I was a child, I used to speak as a child, think as a child, reason as a child; when I became a man, I did away with childish things.”
20) The term “appearance” (epiphaneia) was used regularly in Greek literature of the glorious manifestation of a god, especially for the purpose of a deliverance.

21) This coming is to be distinguished from His first coming, and failure to do so leads to confusion regarding eschatological events.

22) The first coming occurs at the Rapture, and is for the express purpose of ending the CA, receiving the Church to Himself, and removing the Holy Spirit.

23) The coming in view here is for the express purpose of neutralizing Antichrist (and thereby Satan), destroying His enemies, and setting up the kingdom of Heaven on earth.

The Power Behind the Throne

ou- evstin h` parousi,a katV evne,rgeian tou/ Satana/ evn pa,sh| duna,mei kai. shmei,oij kai. te,rasin yeu,douj
2:9 that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, (G M S rel pro o[j “whose” + N F S w/d.a. h` parousi,a “the coming/arrival” + P I 3s eivmi, “is” + prep w/ Ac F S kata,  evne,rgeia – energeia “in accord with the activity/working” + G M S w/d.a.   o` Satana/j “of the Satan” (A transliteration of the Hebrew, literally “the adversary”)) with all power and signs and false wonders, (prep w/ D F S adj evn pa/j “with all” + D F S du,namij – dunamis “power/ability” + c.c. (asc) kai, “even” + D N P shmei/on – sēmeion “miraculous signs” + c.c. kai, “and” + D N P te,raj – teras (GT = te,rasin) “wonders” (used in mythology of an object of wonder or dread, e.g. the head of Medusa) + G N S adj yeu/doj – pseudos “of falsehood; false”)

kai. evn pa,sh| avpa,th| avdiki,aj toi/j avpollume,noij( avnqV w-n th.n avga,phn th/j avlhqei,aj ouvk evde,xanto eivj to. swqh/nai auvtou,jÅ
2:10 and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, (c.c. kai, “and” + prep w/ D F S adj evn pa/j “with all” + D F S avpa,th – apatē “deception/trickery” +  G F S  avdiki,a – adikia “wickedness/unrighteousness” + P P P D M P w/d.a. o` avpo,llumi – apollumi “to/for the ones/those who are perishing”) because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved. (prep w/ G N P rel pro avnti, o[j “because” (Lit – “against which”, the construction indicates the opposite of what was available; cp Lk 1:20; Ac 12:23) + neg ptcl w/ A D I 3p ouvk de,comai – dechomai (GT = evde,xanto) “they did not accept/ welcome” + Ac F S w/d.a. h` avga,ph “the love” + G F S w/d.a. h` avlh,qeia – alētheia “of the truth” + prep w/ A P If (res) eivj to. sw,|zw – sōdzō (GT = swqh/nai) “so as to be saved/ delivered” + Ac M 3p pro auvto,j “them” (sub of Inf))

1) Antichrist is the total opposite of the true Christ in every way, yet he attempts to pass himself off as the true Christ; since He has a revelation and coming, Antichrist will imitate those events.

2) The Parousia of Christ refers to His second appearance in human history, at the 2nd Advent; the parousia of Antichrist deals with his 2nd advent, the second time he has appeared on planet Earth, and characterized by, and strictly according to, the super-natural activity of Satan.

3) It is not specifically stated whether God brings this unbeliever out of Hades, or allows Satan the power to stage a “resurrection”; what is stated is that Satan’s activity brings the return to pass.

4) God has allowed others to resuscitate the dead, although it is obviously His own power that actually performed the reuniting of soul and body.  1Kin 10:8; Mt 10:8; Ac 20:7f

5) Antichrist is specifically said to ascend from the Abyss (Greek avbussoj – abussos = “an immense, bottomless, unmeasured deep”). Rev 11:7, 17:8 “the beast that you saw was and is not, and is about to come up out of the abyss and to go to destruction. And those who dwell on the earth will wonder…, when they see the beast, that he was and is not and will come.”
6) The Abyss is the place where Antichrist is currently residing, the home of certain demons, and the place to which Christ went for the proclamation of 1Pet 3:18-20.  cp Rom 10:7 & Eph 4:9

7) Hades is now comprised of only two parts which are inhabited: Torments, the place of dead unbelievers, and Tartarus, the place of the angels who were incarcerated for their participation in the Gen 6 infiltration.  Lk 16:23f; Jd 6; Rev 9:1f

8) It is located in the deepest recesses of the planet, and as such is a place of intense heat and pressure.  cp Num 16:30-33

9) To escape such a place, and to be reunited with a body long since decayed, must obviously be accomplished under the permissive Will of God.  cp 1Sam 28:8-19

10) His appearance, characterized as being in accord with the supernatural working of Satan, will consist of every miracle, with false signs and false wonders, and every unrighteous deception.

11) These will not be sleight of hand or trickery, but genuine supernatural feats, to produce false impressions and incorrect faith.

12) Everything about this man is a lie, and he will “document” his lies with all sorts of supernatural activity designed to deceive those who see or hear of it.

13) The word “power” denotes the energy necessary to produce a miracle, that which is contrary to or exceeding what is naturally possible, and which requires strength or ability beyond the natural body.

14) Miracles are activities which attest the claims one makes in regard to himself:

a) miracles were used by Christ to demonstrate who He was – Jn 7:31; Ac 2:22

b) miracles were used by the apostles to validate their credentials – 2Cor 12:12 “The signs of a true apostle were performed among you with all perseverance, by signs and wonders and miracles.”
15) In the same way, Antichrist will employ various supernatural phenomena to validate his claims to be Christ, consisting of false signs and false wonders.

16) False signs are designed to mislead people, causing them to believe what is false; false wonders are phenomena which inspire awe in people, feats which command the attention and reverence of those who witness them.

17) Application:  much of what we observe today is nothing more than out and out fakery (whether taking people’s money in a carnival, the occult, or charismatic Christianity), but we should avoid all who use supernatural phenomena as the criteria for the veracity of their claims.  cp Ex 7:11, 22, 8:2; Ac 8:9-11

18) Every unrighteous deception indicates that this man will intentionally employ false, unrighteous means in deceiving those who are in the world.

19) He has no rules or restraints, he plays by no rules, and he will employ every form of deception the unrighteous can devise to palm himself off as the Messiah.

20) Every opportunity that arises will be another chance for him to twist the truth, deceive, mislead, and eventually destroy those who are foolish enough to follow him.

21) The form this seductive assault takes includes:

a) his unique credentials as one who has survived death – Rev 13:3, 12

b) his seemingly unstoppable military successes – Rev 13:4

c) his ability to sway people through public speeches – Rev 13:5

d) his success in murdering believers – Rev 13:7

e) personal charisma – Rev 13:8

f) his demonstration of supernatural, superhuman powers – Rev 13:13

22) His success will be such that he will convince people to believe the lie, and God will even “assist” him in this effort.  vs 11

23) It is not that people do not have at least an equally credible alternative; it is their own volitional makeup that causes them to blindly and fanatically follow this man.

24) Like the millions of educated and intelligent people who followed Hitler, negative volition will accept no substitute, no matter the historical and Biblical evidence.

25) All his activity is directed toward one category, “those who are perishing”, which is a title for negative unbelievers and indicates that they are in a continual state of perishing, which will be perpetuated throughout eternity. cp 2Cor 2:15 “For we are a fragrance of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing”
26) Those who are perishing do so only because they did not welcome the love of the truth (“receive” is misleading – God makes it available to all, some refuse to embrace it).

27) Specifically, this group is the people in the final seven years of the Age of Israel who reject the love of the truth.

28) The fact that they do not welcome the truth indicates that they have been presented with the truth, and willingly choose to reject it.

29) The message of eternal salvation will be presented on a world-wide basis (Mt 24:14; Rev 14:6), and the ministry of the 144,000 and the two witnesses during the first 3½ years will leave people without excuse.  Rev 7:1f, 11:3f

30) This is the damning charge laid against the negative, when they are exposed to the truth they voluntarily and willfully reject it.

31) When people reject the truth as being just that, they will inevitably believe something else as if it were the truth.  cp Jn 5:43 

32) Rejection of the truth places one in a position of spiritual jeopardy, leaving them open to any and every sort of deception.  Rom 1:21-25

33) The setbacks and frustrations of his movement will not deter people who “love darkness rather than light” (Jn 3:19):

a) he will not be able to destroy even one of the 144,000 – Rev 7:4 & 14:1

b) he will not be able to prevent the torture of his own subjects by demons for five months, or under the Bowl Judgments – Rev 9:5, 16:9

c) he will not be ultimately successful in the murder of the Two Witnesses – Rev 11:11

d) he will not be able to defeat the Jews who flee to Edom, Moab, and Ammon for refuge – Rev 12:14-17

34) The love of the truth implies much more than admiration of the truth, whether intellectual or emotional; it means commitment and dedication to the truth, and is a synonym for obedience.

35) The purpose of God in presenting the truth to people is so that they might be saved, and those who do not love/obey the truth forfeit that which it is provided to bring.

36) God takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but desires all men to be saved and come to a knowledge of the truth.  Eze 33:11; 2Tim 2:4

37) Since it is God’s desire for all to be saved, and He has provided the potential for salvation in His Son, people who do not avail themselves of the free gift of salvation demonstrate that they are opposed to God and His Plan.

God Deludes the Negative

kai. dia. tou/to pe,mpei auvtoi/j o` qeo.j evne,rgeian pla,nhj eivj to. pisteu/sai auvtou.j tw/| yeu,dei(
2:11 And for this reason God will send upon them a deluding influence (c.c. kai, “and” + prep w/ Ac N S dia, ou-toj “for this reason; on account of this” + N M S w/d.a. o` qeo,j “the God” + P A I 3s (a Futuristic Present, i.e. when it happens, it will be continuous) pe,mpw – pempō  “sends” + D M 3p pro auvto,j “upon/to them” + Ac F S evne,rgeia – energeia “a working; an influence” + G F S pla,nh – planē “of deception/error”) so that they might believe what is false, (prep w/ A A If w/d.a. (res)  eivj to. pisteu,w – pisteuō “so that to believe” + Ac M 3p pro auvto,j “them” + L N S w/d.a. (sph) to. yeu/doj – psuedos “in the lie/falsehood”)

i[na kriqw/sin pa,ntej oi` mh. pisteu,santej th/| avlhqei,a| avlla. euvdokh,santej th/| avdiki,a|Å
2:12 in order that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, (sub con i[na (purp) “in order that” + A P S 3p kri,nw – krinō (GT = kriqw/sin) “they might be judged” + N M P adj pa/j “all” + neg ptcl w/ A A P N M P w/d.a. mh, o` pisteu,w “the ones/those not having believed” + L F S w/d.a. (sph) h` avlh,qeia – alētheia “in the truth”) but took pleasure in wickedness. (str adv avlla, “but; rather” + A A P N M P euvdoke,w – eudokeō “having taken pleasure” (Comp – “to think good”) + L F S (sph) w/d.a. h` avdiki,a – adikia “in the wickedness/unrighteousness”)

1) The Apostasy of the last days, which will issue in the appearance of Antichrist and the delusion of the human race will result in unprecedented judgment upon the negative.

2) Their judgments will fall in time as God judges the world for its unrighteousness and rejection of His grace; this is His purpose in passing these judgments, to demonstrate that His offer was refused, but He remains holy. cp Lk 11:47-51

3) We have seen the activity of the cosmos under the term apostasy, the working of the Holy Spirit in the phrases “what restrains” and “He who restrains”, the character, activity, and history of Antichrist; vss 11-12 now view the apostasy, appearance of Antichrist, and the ultimate result of this imposter from God’s point of view. 

4) The first phrase “for this reason” reaches back to the statement in vs 10 that they did not accept the love of the truth, which is further documented by the use of the two Aorist Participles in vs 12 (preceding the action of the main verb, “will send” in vs 11).

5) To make specific the chronological relationship between the activities, the word order may be rendered “And for this reason, because they did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in unrighteousness, God will send upon them a deluding influence”.

6) This must be made clear lest we get the idea that God arbitrarily sends some delusion on the human race and then judges them because they believe it.

7) All normal people reach God-Consciousness at some early point in their life, and at this point they become culpable to God for their volitional choices in regard to His Plan.

8) From that point on, all men are in one of two categories, seekers or the selfishly ambitious (Rom 2:7-8); the vast majority of mankind falls into the second category and is not interested in God, although they may give lip-service to Him.  cp Mt 3:7, 12:34

9) Those who do not choose to pursue God and ultimately believe in His Son, Jesus Christ, will ultimately place their faith in something else.

10) This is a truth which most do not care to understand or accept: mankind is not neutral when it comes to God, they believe in something, true or not.  cp Mt 12:30

11) The same principle continues into the period of the final seven years of the Age of Israel, with the added fact that mankind is now confronted with the embodiment of evil, who has miraculous powers and supernatural abilities.

12) If they reject God (which most will), they will fall for some falsehood that is opposed to God; however, He does not send the deluding influence into the world until after they have chosen not to believe the truth.

13) Since He knows the end from the beginning (OmSc – Isa 46:10), God can eternally anticipate the positive or negative response of each person, and arrange circumstances in their lives as a result of that response.

14) While God is not responsible for what people do under their volition, He is directly responsible for the appearance of Antichrist.

15) So He sends a supernatural error, a deluding influence upon those who are negative in the first place – although He is not responsible for the fact that people willingly choose to follow this man, He is responsible for his coming.

16) The argument that God is responsible for the actions of those who reject His Plan is totally at odds with the 1st Law of Divine Establishment, volition.  Gen 1:26 “Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness…’”
17) God has never made anyone do anything, and He is no more responsible for angels who chose to follow Satan than He is for men who choose to follow Antichrist. Isa 14:12-14

18) One may argue that if evil were not present, no once could fall into evil and thus face the consequences of evil – eternal judgment; this is fallacious (based on deceit) since evil did not exist prior to the fall of Satan.  Eze 28:15

19) Principle:  negative volition consistently attempts to place the blame for its choices and activity on someone else (especially God), but the fact that God is the Author of volition does not make Him responsible for the choices that volition makes.

20) God allows all categories of volition to express themselves, and does not interfere or overrule it until His +R nature mandates that something be done.

21) Here the judicial act of God in sending a deluding influence to those who are negative is observed to be nothing more than what He has always done in regard to volition.  cp Ex 4:21; Rom 1:24, 26, 28, 11:8

22) By allowing the resuscitation of Antichrist, God is seen as actively producing a situation that sweeps negative volition along the path to utter ruin.

23) Principle:  God will provide for each category of volition exactly what it desires.

24) The term pseudos, used with the d.a. and translated “the lie”, is defined in Rom 1:25 as the concept that God is not who He says He is, and that anyone can reach God-hood. “For they exchanged the truth of God for the lie (d.a. is present), and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.”
25) Satan is the originator of all lies (Jn 8:44), and he has foisted upon mankind the lie, that God is holding back the information we need to become gods in our own right.  Gen 3:5

26) The Antichrist is the human embodiment of the lie, just as Jesus Christ was the human embodiment of the truth.  Jn 14:6  “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me.’”
27) Therefore, the condemnation of those who are negative is not that they did not hear, or were not exposed to the truth; it is that when the truth was presented they did not welcome it – they suppressed it and finally voluntarily exchanged the truth of God for the lie.  Rom 1:18-25

28) Vs 12 makes clear that the awful, but righteous, consequence of rejection of the truth is physical death and eternal separation from God, away from the presence of the Lord and the glory of His power – this is the lot of all who will not accept and embrace the truth of salvation.  2Th 1:9

29) Because they have manifested that they resent and reject God, and have a delight in the lie and evil, God’s Justice executes the judgment that His Righteousness demands.

30) Principle:  the judgment of God upon those who refuse His offer is the result of their own actions toward Him.  cp Rev 6:16-17

31) An added explanation is here given as to why people reject the truth and opt for the lie, namely that their unbelief is often fueled by a delight in that which is unrighteous.

32) Negative volition wants nothing to do with the Plan of God, because it is based on righteousness and they want to remain engaged in unrighteousness.  Jn 3:19-21

33) This is true of the immoral, lascivious type as well as the moral, establishment type of person; the only things that vary are the forms their unrighteousness takes, some being more socially acceptable than others.

34) Therefore, although God allows, permits, and even engineers the situations in which volition expresses itself, He is not responsible for the individual choices made.

35) Since there are those individuals, angelic and human, who have of their own choice accepted and oriented to the Plan of God, He is absolutely just and righteous to judge those who have violated His revealed laws.  cp 2Th 1:5

36) Even during the reign of Antichrist, there will be many who will not believe the lie, even at the cost of their physical life.  Rev 6:9-11, 13:7

The Opposite of “Those Who Are Perishing”

~Hmei/j de. ovfei,lomen euvcaristei/n tw/| qew/| pa,ntote peri. u`mw/n( avdelfoi. hvgaphme,noi u`po. kuri,ou( o[ti ei[lato u`ma/j o` qeo.j avparch.n eivj swthri,an evn a`giasmw/| pneu,matoj kai. pi,stei avlhqei,aj(
2:13 But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, (weak adv de, “but” + N 1p pro evgw, “ourselves” + P A I 1p ovfei,lw – opheilō “we are obligated; we are compelled” + P A If euvcariste,w – eucharisteō “to give thanks” +         D M S w/d.a.  o` qeo,j “to the God” + adv pa,ntote “always; at all times” + prep w/ G 2p pro peri, su, “for/concerning you” + V M P avdelfo,j “brothers” + Pf P P V M P avgapa,w – agapaō (GT = hvgaphme,noi) “having been loved and still so” + prep w/ G M S u`po, ku,rioj “by the Lord”) because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth. (exp con o[ti “for; because” + N M S w/d.a. o` qeo,j “the God” + A M I 3s ai`re,w – aireō (GT = ei[lato) “chose” (Middle = “to take for oneself”) + Ac 2p pro su, “you” + Ac F S avparch, – aparchē “firstfruits” (There is a textual question as to whether this is avparch or avp avrch , the distinction being “firstfruits” or “from a beginning”. Although both are well attested, the more difficult reading is generally to be preferred; also, the latter occurs nowhere else in Paul’s writings, while the former occurs 6 other times; so Paul, who has been discussing eschatological matters, is now referring to the 1st century believers, the “firstfruits” of the Church Age. cp Rom 16:5; 1Cor 15:23; Js 1:18) + prep w/ Ac F S eivj swthri,a – sōtēria “unto/for salvation/ deliverance” + prep w/ I M S evn a`giasmo,j – hagiasmos “by means of sanctification” + G N S (sub) pneu/ma “of Spirit” + c.c. kai, “and” + I F S pi,stij “by means of faith” + G F S avlh,qeia – alētheia “of/in truth”)

eivj o] evka,lesen u`ma/j dia. tou/ euvaggeli,ou h`mw/n eivj peripoi,hsin do,xhj tou/ kuri,ou h`mw/n VIhsou/ Cristou/Å
2:14 It was for this He called you through our gospel, (prep w/ Ac N S rel pro eivj o[j “unto which; for this reason” + A A I 3s kale,w – kaleō (GT = evka,lesen) “He called” +  Ac 2p pro su, “you” + prep w/ G N S w/d.a. (inter agency) dia, to. euvagge,lion – euangelion “through/by means of the gospel” + G 1p pro evgw, “of us; our”) that you may gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. (prep w/ Ac F S (antecedent of Ac = “for this” above) eivj peripoi,hsij – peripoiēsis “unto/for a possession/obtaining” + G F S do,xa – doxa “of the glory” + G M S w/d.a. o` ku,rioj “of the Lord” + G 1p pro evgw, “of us; our” + G M S (appos) VIhsou/j Cristo,j “Jesus Christ”)

1) While vss 13-17 begin a new line of thought, they are not completely unrelated to the previous section regarding those who follow Antichrist and Satan.

2) When Paul considers those who are negative and do not have a love for the truth, he turns to consider those who are positive and do love the truth, so as to be saved.

3) The Thessalonians are complete opposites to those who perish, since they did accept the love of the truth; with this in mind, Paul reiterates what he said in the beginning of this letter.  1:3  “We ought always to give thanks to God for you…”
4) This time he places even more emphasis on the need that the team feels about giving thanks regarding this group, by the addition of the personal pronoun – “we ourselves are obligated to give thanks…”

5) As has been seen consistently in both letters, he uses the Vocative (voice of address) term “brothers” to address them as equal members of the Royal Family, and to soften the tone of the rebuke he has just given.  

6) The Perfect tense of the verb agapaō states that these believers have been loved by the Lord in the past, with the existing result that they still are loved.

7) The mighty Avenger of evil, the Destroyer of Antichrist, the Judge of all who would not receive the love of the truth, the One who sends the deluding influence on negative volition, has a completely different attitude toward believers.

8) The real basis for the Lord’s love is set forth as God’s choice in Eternity Past to include these people in His Plan.

9) Election is the action of God in choosing certain members of the human race to inherit salvation and share in the eternal glory of Jesus Christ.

10) The reason He chose some and not others has puzzled most interpreters for years (if not centuries), although the NT is clear as to the basis for His choice – foreknowledge of the volitional decision regarding His Son.  Rom 8:29; 1Pet 1:1-2  “…who are chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father…”
11) That men can and do resist the convicting ministry of the HS is documented in Ac 7:51. “You men who are stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears are always resisting the Holy Spirit; you are doing just as your fathers did”
12) In other words, God chose all whom He knew would want a relationship with Him, and did not choose those who would have no desire to be a part of His Plan; this is the determining factor in Election, a desire to be included.

13) This verse does not teach that He is responsible for the volitional decisions of men or angels, only that He anticipated every choice and designed His Plan accordingly; He sovereignly chose to provide salvation for all that would desire to have it.

14) There is a textual uncertainty in vs 13, related to the phrase “from the beginning”:

a) the term can be legitimately translated “from a beginning”, which would stress the time of Divine Election, Eternity Past.

b) it can also be the word “first-fruits”, which stresses the fact that these believers are converts to Christ very early in the Church Age.

c) in either case, no doctrine is under question, and nothing in our doctrinal grid would be changed by either term.

d) as seen in 1Th 5:1, however, emphasis is laid on the fact that much time would have to pass before the Parousia, and the context of the book thus far has been to reassure these believers that they were far from the day of the Lord.

e) in keeping with the rules of hermeneutics, the term “first-fruits” would seem most accurate, so Paul is reminding them that they have been saved in the early days of the CA, nowhere near the manifestation of the Apostasy and Antichrist.

15) The method of salvation is two-fold, emphasizing both the Divine operation and the human contribution.

16) From the Divine perspective, salvation is accomplished by the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit.  cp Tit 3:5  “He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit”
17) God the Holy Spirit actually performs several functions in regard to salvation, although Paul only focuses on one here:

a) He convicts/calls unbelievers – Jn 16:8-11

b) He is involved in the regeneration of the human spirit – Jn 3:5-6

c) He baptizes the CA believer into Christ (the ministry in view here) – 1Cor 12:13

d) He seals the CA believer in Christ – Eph 1:13

18) The Holy Spirit is the member of the Godhead who specifically sets us apart to God, called our positional sanctification, or Ph1 sanctification.

19) By our identification with Christ and the indwelling of our bodies by the Holy Spirit, CA believers are permanently set apart to God in a way that believers of other dispensations were not.

20) While this verse is not a formal statement of the Doctrine of the Trinity, all three members of the Godhead are mentioned – “thanks to the Father for those beloved by the Son and sanctified by the Spirit”.

21) The human side of salvation is seen in the final phrase of vs 13, “faith in truth”; without the definite article, it stresses that what the Thessalonians believed was the opposite of the deluding error embraced by the negative.

22) The real and ultimate goal of the Gospel presentation is stated in vs 14, “for an obtaining of the glory of our Lord, Jesus Christ”

23) Calling refers to the action of God, in time, in which He gives the invitation to join His Plan, contained in “our gospel”.

24) This phrase subtly stresses the fact that Paul believed (with good reason) that he was in perfect accord with the Lord in the matter of the good news and the salvation it offers.

25) The principle of God’s grace permeates (spreads or flows through) this section, stressing His election, the work of the Spirit, the call He issued, and the fact that these people did nothing but believe the truth when they heard it.

26) All members of the human race who have heard the call and responded in faith will partake of the glory of the LJC at some level.  Rom 8:29-30

27) From the least in the Kingdom to the greatest, whether merely by their deliverance from the Death Sentence or the possession of SG3, all who accept the reality that is contained within the salvation message will partake of the glory of the Lord.

28) The glory of the LJC is:

a) seen in His kingdom – Mt 25:31; 1Th 2:12

b) seen in both phases of His Parousia – Mt 25:31; 1Pet 4:13

c) more valuable than mere humans can comprehend – Eph 1:18

d) seen in His Resurrection Body – Phi 3:21; Rev 1:12-16

e) will be manifested in His bride, the Church – Eph 5:27

f) described as the visible manifestation of the glory of God – Heb 1:3

g) designed to be enjoyed by the positive – Heb 2:10

29) Believers must self-discipline themselves to remember that Ph2 glory (all that is pleasant, desirable, sought after, brings honor, etc.) is temporal and fleeting, but Ph3 glory is eternal and unfading.  cp Rom 8:18; 1Pet 1:24

30) Through the inculcation and application of BD, we are being transformed into the image of the Lord, which process will be completed at the Rapture. Eph 4:13; Heb 8:10

31) Believers who place their own self interests and pursuits above the demands of BD will see their temporal glory turned into shame at His coming.  Phi 3:18-19; 1Jn 2:28  

How to Fulfill the Call

a;ra ou=n( avdelfoi,( sth,kete( kai. kratei/te ta.j parado,seij a]j evdida,cqhte ei;te dia. lo,gou ei;te diV evpistolh/j h`mw/nÅ

2:15 So then, brethren, stand firm and hold to the traditions which you were taught, (infer cons a;ra ou=n (Lit – “consequently, therefore”) “so then” + V M P avdelfo,j “brothers” + P A Ip 2p sth,kw – stēkō “stand firm” + c.c. kai, “and” + P A Ip 2p krate,w – krateō “hold fast; retain” + Ac F P w/d.a. h` para,dosij – paradosis “the traditions” (Lit – “the things handed on”) + Ac F P rel pro o[j “which” + A P I 2p dida,skw – didaskō (GT = evdida,cqhte) “you were taught”) whether by word of mouth or by letter from us. (disj con ptcl ei;te “whether” (with 2nd eite = “whether…or”) + prep w/ G M S (inter agency) dia, lo,goj “through/by means of a word” + disj con ptcl ei;te “or” + prep w/ G F S dia, evpistolh, – epistolē “through/by means of a letter” + G 1p pro evgw, “of us; our” (the pronoun covers both nouns))

1) Paul opens this verse with a double inferential phrase ara oun, used 12x in the NT, and only in his writings. (Rom 5:18; 7:3, 25; 8:12; 9:16, 18; 14:12, 19; Gal 6:10; Eph 2:19; 1Th 5:6; 2Th 2:15)

2) This form is used to make a logical and practical deduction, an observation that is undeniable in light of the previous teaching or information he has stated.

3) In this case, the previous thought of gaining the glory of our LJC brings to mind the necessity of the Ph2 applications required to enhance that glory, as well as to ensure that it is not forfeited due to adhering to faulty information.

4) No matter how lofty or grand Paul’s thinking, he always brings his readers back to the realities of personal daily responsibility, since Ph3 glory is infinitely affected by Ph2 application, or the lack thereof.

5) His commands elated to their present responsibility are two:

a) to stand firm – specifically to seize and hold their spiritual ground

b) hold to the traditions they had received – the actual mechanic for standing firm

6) In light of the current situation, they are commanded to stand against that which was spurious (simulating but essentially different ), but passed itself off as the truth.

7) The command was already addressed to them in relation to their testings and persecution (1Th 3:8), and now is applied in the face of the subsequent danger associated with their exposure to false teaching.

8) The alternative is to be quickly shaken from one’s composure/thinking.  cp 2:2

9) When buffeted with the winds of what is falsely called doctrine, believers are exhorted to keep their feet firmly planted on what they have been taught, not moving into strange territory, not pursuing what isn’t Biblically based.  cp Eph 4:14

10) The second command echoes vs 5; by retaining the information they had been taught, the temptation to wander into dangerous territory could be more effectively resisted.

11) The term paradosis is translated “traditions” consistently in the NT, but actually is a synonym for the body of teaching which had been delivered to them; it literally means “a thing handed on”, denoting the instructions passed from a teacher to a student. cp 3:6

12)  The term stresses the unbroken chain of command in regard to the Dvpt – Jesus Christ deposited an authoritative body of truth with the Apostles, which they in turn transmitted to the early churches via oral and written instruction.

13) Since the oral instruction ceased with the death of the Apostles, the written form is the only form of teaching sanctioned by the Lord, preserved for us in the epistles.

14) The majority of teachings/instructions given by the Apostles was based on the Old Testament, yet another reason they could claim it as God-breathed. cp 1Cor 7:10  “But to the married I give instructions, not I, but the Lord…” 

15) The written word is equally binding on us, as if Paul or another Apostle himself was communicating it to us directly, and equally as valuable as if the Lord Himself were teaching us personally.

16) Principle: God did not go to all the trouble to communicate His Word to men and have them preserve it for posterity in written form if it was not of any value to subsequent generations – it can be correctly and accurately interpreted and communicated.

17) While the oral instructions were as binding as the written correspondence, both taken together formed the body of teaching, called “traditions”.

18) If these, or any other believers, hope to maintain their spiritual balance and equilibrium in the devil’s world, they must discipline themselves to learn and adhere to the Apostolic teaching, and avoid counterfeits.

19) Any and all information to which they were exposed was to be evaluated in light of the Apostolic traditions, “which you were taught”.

20) It is to be measured by the Apostolic standard, and only accepted if it squares with that revelation.  cp Gal 1:8-9; 1Th 5:19-22

21) This is the purpose for comparing each precept of Scripture with the rest of the body of Truth, to avoid a misunderstanding based on incomplete information.

22) Application: adherence to the teaching is equally as important as the recognition of its significance.

A Prayer-Wish for the Converts

Auvto.j de. o` ku,rioj h`mw/n VIhsou/j Cristo.j kai. qeo.j o` path.r h`mw/n o` avgaph,saj h`ma/j kai. dou.j para,klhsin aivwni,an kai. evlpi,da avgaqh.n evn ca,riti(
2:16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, (intro ptcl de, “now” + N M S w/d.a. o` ku,rioj “the Lord” + G 1p pro evgw, “of us; our” + N M 3s pro auvto,j “Himself” + N M S  VIhsou/j Cristo.j “Jesus Christ” + c.c. kai, “and” + N M S qeo,j “God” + N M S w/d.a. o` path,r “the Father” + G 1p pro evgw, “of us; our”) who has loved us and given us eternal comfort and good hope by grace, (A A P N M S w/d.a.              o` avgapa,w – agapaō “the one having loved” + Ac 1p pro evgw, “us” + c.c. kai, “and” +        A A P N M S di,dwmi – didōmi (GT = dou.j) “having given” + Ac F S adj aivw,nioj – aiōnias “eternal” + Ac F S para,klhsij – paraklēsis “comfort” + c.c. kai, “and” + Ac F S adj avgaqo,j “good” + Ac F S evlpi,j “hope” + prep w/ I F S evn ca,rij “by means of grace”)

parakale,sai u`mw/n ta.j kardi,aj kai. sthri,xai evn panti. e;rgw| kai. lo,gw| avgaqw/|Å
2:17 comfort and strengthen your hearts in every good work and word. (A A O 3s parakale,w – parakaleō “may He comfort” + c.c. kai, “and” + A A O 3s sthri,zw – stēridzō “may He strengthen/establish” + Ac F P w/ d.a. h` kardi,a “the heart” + G 2p pro su, “of you; your” + prep w/ L N S adj evn pa/j “in every” + L M S adj avgaqo,j “good” +     L N S e;rgon “work/task” + c.c. kai, “and” + L M S lo,goj “word”)

1) The final two verses of this chapter constitute the second of the three prayers in this epistle on behalf of the Thessalonians.  cp 1:11-12, 3:16

2) Prayer is one of the threads that runs through these two letters, and enlightens us in regard to the desires of an adjusted PT for his congregation:

a) 1Th 1:2f – thanks for their corporate application as evidence of their eternal election

b) 2:13 – thanks for how they received the Apostolic teaching

c) 3:9 – thanks for the news of Timothy’s report

d) 3:10-13 – prayer to revisit them so they may increase in love toward each other, so that they may advance and appear irreprehensible before Christ

e) 5:23 – a wish for their total Ph3 sanctification in connection with the Parousia

f) 2Th 1:3 – of the obligation to give thanks for the enlargement of their faith and love

g) 1:11 – that they may be considered worthy of their calling to salvation, and the realization of their desire to apply all BD

h) 2:13 – of the obligation to give thanks for their eternal election to salvation

i) 2:16 – that they may be encouraged and comforted by God and Christ in every thing they say and do

j) 3:1f – a request to pray for their leaders in their current missionary activities

k) 3:16 – for peace in every circumstance 

3) Following, as it does, on the heels of the exhortations to remain firm and steadfast in regard to BD, Paul prays for the Divine support and encouragement which these believers will need to stay the course of the Straight and Narrow.

4) This is the dichotomy (a division into two usually contradictory parts) of the CWL; our personal responsibility to hold to the truth, coupled with the necessity of Divine aid and comfort to strengthen us in the fight.

5) The request begins with the personal pronoun autos – Himself, its emphatic position applying it to both persons mentioned in the request.

6) The singular pronoun is the subject of the verbs “comfort” and “strengthen” in vs 17, which are also in the 3rd person singular; the subject is defined by the two phrases that follow, “our Lord, Jesus Christ” and “God our Father”. 

7) This is the strongest way possible in which Paul expresses that the Father and Son are equal.  cp 1Th 1:1, 3:11; 2Th 1:1, 2

8) God, as we know, has revealed that He exists in three Persons, distinct in personality but identical in essence and attributes.  cp Gen 1:26; Rev 4:8

9) That Paul did not consider the Son to be inferior to the Father in terms of Deity is also evident by comparing this passage to 1Th 3:11; here he places the Lord Jesus first, there he places God our Father first.

10) That the Godhead is in view is further established by the fact that the qualifying phrases that follow, “the one having loved us” and “having given us eternal comfort and good hope” are also singular in form.

11) The first statement, that God has loved us, is evident in the eternal plan to deliver believers via salvation and provide them EL and all the glory in Ph3 that they desire.

12) Truly, God could do no more than share His infinite, eternal glory with those who did not deserve it, and in fact were alienated and hostile toward Him.  Eph 2:1f

13) Certainly no greater manifestation of love has ever been observed than God providing His own Son as an innocent substitute for the guilty.  Jn 3:16; 2Cor 5:21

14) This manifestation of the nature and extent of Divine love should be evident to the entire world; however, it is only fully appreciated by us, who have partaken of its benefits.  cp 2Pet 1:4  “For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, in order that by them you might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.”
15) The second phrase, “and has given us eternal comfort and good hope”, spells out two of the obvious blessings we possess due to the activity of Divine love.

16) Eternal comfort is a present possession of all who have believed; it is a potential blessing that is realized through faith, and is to be contrasted with the transient, temporary comfort or encouragement that the cosmos offers. Jn 14:27 “Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives, do I give to you. …”
17) Our comfort is based on our understanding of the gospel, what it means in terms of the real questions and problems of life, and the fact that we have had answered for us the most pressing question of human existence: What happens to us when we die??

18) This is not meant to demean the comfort and encouragement we have in time, it is the basis for all true comfort; we can face life, death, and all that is between armed with the knowledge that nothing can separate us from the love of God.  Rom 8:38-39

19) We will spend eternity in His presence, enjoying eternal comfort – this is certainly a powerful weapon when facing the tests and trials of life.

20) The second item God has provided is good hope, which deals with our expectation regarding the future.

21) Again, this is a present possession of believers who adjust to God’s Plan, and is to be contrasted with the sort of hope that people in the cosmos possess.  Pr 11:7  “When a wicked man dies, his expectation will perish, And the hope of strong men perishes.”
22) Our confidence looks forward to the blessings connected with the return of Jesus Christ and all that He will do for us at that time.

23) Unlike the hope of the world, it is based on the sure bedrock of the Word of God and all the promises which will surely be fulfilled by Him.

24) It is defined as good, since by its very nature (agathos) it provides a beneficial quality in the life of the believer and produces an adjusted outlook in regard to the future;  if one complies with God’s demands, they are confident with regard to the future.

25) Those in the cosmos today, if they are thinking people and the least bit observant, cannot have much hope for the future of their world; those who are not thinking people talk of the future as if it were unlimited – both are equally without good hope.

26) The phrase “by grace” refers not to the eternal comfort and good hope, but to His act of giving those blessings to us; both are based on the grace of God, but the fact that He has made provision for us is based on the work of Christ, not our own merit. 

27) Vs 17 contains the body of the prayer-wish, that God will “comfort and strengthen your hearts in every good work and word”.

28) The Optative Mood points out that, while God has provided comfort as a part of our spiritual heritage, most believers do not fully appreciate or partake of the blessings of that comfort; Paul’s desire is for these believers to take advantage of what is offered.

29) It is one thing to know that you will go to Heaven when you die, it is another to have sufficient encouragement to apply the issues of BD to everyday life in the face of pressures, difficulties, hostility, antagonism, rejection, etc.

30) One must certainly have the Doctrine to know what to do in any given case (based on a verse), but they must also have the resolve to apply that doctrine on a daily basis.

31) In order to maintain the resolve to apply, the following items are critical:

a) MPR – learning the Dvpt and being exhorted to apply it

b) FHS – identifying and checking the STA, which distracts us from application

c) fellowship – cosmic acquaintances undermine our resolution

d) prayer – for opportunities to apply and courage to do so

e) self examination – in regard to priorities and how we are spending our time

32) The heart refers to the innermost part of you, where the strongest standards are kept and the current thinking is manifested, and the part of you that is comforted and encouraged by various things.

33) One very obvious method God uses to comfort and strengthen believers is the PT, whose job it is to communicate the Dvpt.

34) The Word of God is the true agent of comfort and strength, the very power of God which resides in believers who will avail themselves of it; the teaching of this Word is what identifies every good work and word.

35) To be consistently involved in the intake and application, including overt, speech, and mental attitude, is a manifestation of a mature believer.  Eph 4:13  “until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.”
36) It is unusual for the concept of works to be mentioned before the concept of speech, although it should be obvious that the mature believer must have both in line with God’s desires. cp Js 1:26  “If anyone thinks himself to be religious, and yet does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this man's religion is worthless.”
37) Both speech and action are here designated as potential Divine Good Production, with mental attitude applications required for sound speech – Paul again subtly stresses the importance of Christian production.

End 2Thessalonians
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